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FROM THE VICAR 

A friend of mine, a vicar, announced 

he was leaving his parish. ‘Why?’ I 

asked him. ‘Because’ he said, ‘my 

ears are full’. 

He had heard so many stories and 

confidences that he felt it was time 

to move on. One of the privileges of 

being a vicar in a parish is that  

people tell you their story, and your 

ears are filled with their narratives. I 

once took the funeral service for the 

sign writer who had painted the 

Fuller’s sign at their brewery in  

Chiswick, west London, and when I 

visited his widow, I learnt the story 

of her husband’s employment at the 

famous brewery. After his funeral, 

she handed me five bottles of  

London Pride, without further  

comment. 

Our personal stories are vitally  

important and they define us. They 

also need listening to. If a story is 

not told, it withers and dies. At a 

time of increasing isolation, fewer 

people have the chance to tell their 

story to a receptive listener. That is 

a diminishing experience, because 

our stories help define us and give 

us identity in a fragmented society. 

Rural life is particularly strong in 

hosting stories, where the collective 

memory goes back longer and  

further than it does in the city. 

Each Easter, I like to hear again the 

Easter stories in the Bible, telling 

how after Jesus’ death on the 

cross, he rose again and appeared 

to his disciples, and so gave them 

hope and encouragement. To read 

those words at a dawn communion 

on Easter morning, as the dawn 

chorus begins, is always moving. In 

that instant, I’m reminded again of 

the power of the story, classically 

captured in those opening words, 

‘Once upon a time’. 

This Easter, the story of Jesus risen 

from the dead has fresh power to 

encourage and comfort us, at a 

time when gloominess and  

despondency are rife. ‘Christ is  

Risen!’ is the summary of a story 

which has power to help us live 

positively, and embrace the  

negativities of experience which 

w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  p u l l  u s  

downwards. 

I wish you every blessing at Easter, 

John 

Thanks to Hew Granlund for his photograph of primroses. 
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Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

25 YEARS AGO 
FRIENDS OF STEEP SCHOOL - March 1993 

A new group has just been formed within Steep 

School called ‘Friends of Steep School’. As the 

name implies, the idea is to bring together  

parents, the children and the village for a  

variety of different activities. …  

  One of the main events which is due to take 

place this year is the 150th anniversary of  

education in Steep. The original school was to be 

found in the grounds of Church Cottage. …  
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Friday, April 20th - THE LIMEHOUSE 

GOLEM - Horror/Triller/ Historical. 

Starring Bill Nighy, Douglas Booth 

and Olivia Cooke. A series of mur-

ders has shaken the community to 

the point where people believe that 

only a legendary creature from dark 

times - the mythical so-called Golem 

- must be responsible. 

Tickets available at the Door or at 

One Tree Books £6. Doors open 

at 7.30pm, film at 8, bar and  

ice-creams 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 9th April (to allow for  

Easter Bank Holiday) in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 10th April meeting at 

10am. Contact Fran Box if you 

would like to join us. - 266284  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
10 April - Why Everything You Eat 

Might Be Bad For You - Or Not. A talk 

by George Rattray at Steep Village 

Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 12th April.   Judy Dench 

stars in the film “Mrs Henderson 

Presents.”   Steep Village Hall 

at 2.30pm. (NOTE EARLIER START 

TIME) 

Thursday 26th April.  Petersfield 

Ukulele Band entertains.  Steep 

Village Hall at 3.30pm  

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD  PARISH MEETING  

This year’s annual meeting will be 

held in Langrish School on 17th 

April at 7.30pm. 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
19 April - Life At Sea. Living and 

working on a cruise ship. A talk by 

Ryan Bishop. We meet at 2.15pm at 

the Physic Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

BEDALES 
OLIVIER THEATRE    

19th April - Marika Hackman 

23 April - O No! 

bedalesevents.co.uk  

SAFARI SUPPER  

Saturday 28th April Have you 

booked for the Safari Supper?  

Contact Jane Owen - 264282 

FLOWER SHOW COFFEE MORNING 

12th May at Little Hawstead 

 DIARY DATES 



5 

PRIVETT CHURCH FLOWER  

FESTIVAL  

Privett Church Flower Festival, 

based on the theme “All things 

bright and beautiful”, Saturday 25th 

and Sunday 26th May in Holy Trinity 

Church, Privett, in support of Holy 

Trinity Church Privett, where are 

funds needed for essential repairs 

to this magnificent church. Local 

groups will be creating stunning 

flower displays with a special Chil-

dren’s Corner. The Festival being 

opened by Lady Rose Luce, great 

great grand-daughter of William Ni-

cholson. Contact Teresa Brown 

01730 828003. 

SUMMER HISTORY TALKS AT 

STEEP CHURCH 

I am conscious that there are some 

with an interest in local history, who 

are unable to make it to our monthly 

Tuesday morning Steep History 

Group meetings. It is therefore pro-

posed to hold three history talks at 

Steep church during the summer. 

These will be at 6.30pm on Sunday 

evenings and will last for about an 

hour. Forthcoming topics will be the 

Bells of Steep church and their his-

tory (1st July), the Shuttleworth fam-

ily of Collyers (12th Aug), and Sir 

William and Lady Mary Kelly of The 

Knolls (2nd Sep). There will be a 

retiring collection for Friends of 

Steep Church. Reminders will come 

nearer the time. Fran Box 

COPY FOR THE MAY NEWSLETTER 

not later than midday on Wednesday 18 April 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and Ray Street -  steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

Please note copy date below and send to Ray Street as well as David Dobson 

Moony Budge  
invites you to a 

 
CHARITY BRIDGE TEA 

 
Tues 5

TH
 June  2-5 pm 

50, Church Road, Steep 
GU32 2DQ 

In aid of  

All Saints Church, 
Steep 

£50 per table (£12.50 per 
player). Contact 

Moony Budge - 711644       
moonybudge@gmail.com        
by May 25

th  

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:moonybudge@gmail.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

 Reduce running costs up to 80% 

 Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

 Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 



7 

As for us, we found the service vigor-

ous and uplifting, even though the 

liturgy and hymns were unfamiliar. 

Communion was also a bit different 

from the All Saints’ model. For a 

start, the offerings of bread and 

wine took place in four different 

places in the church, and the bread 

was not a wafer but a large round 

loaf, from which one tore off a piece, 

popped it into one’s mouth and then 

took a sip of the proffered wine. 

We duly joined our nearest queue, 

took Holy Communion (or were 

blessed in the case of the children) 

and returned to our seats, only to 

find that one of our dogs was  

missing.  You guessed it, the beagle. 

And then we saw her. She was  

sitting at the priest’s feet, poised 

beneath the loaf of bread, adeptly 

catching every crumb as it fell.  

Beagle heaven. 

David Dobson 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

AN EASTER TO REMEMBER 

Many years ago when our children 

were young, we and another family 

spent the Easter holidays on the 

island of Mull. We did all the normal 

things, including walking to the top 

of the local Munro, but on Easter 

Day itself we drove early across the 

island to take the bucking and twist-

ing ferry across to Iona for Sunday 

service at the abbey there.  Heavy 

seas apart, it was glorious day and 

the rather austere abbey, build 

among the ruins of the original medi-

aeval foundation, was absolutely 

packed. There was a marvellous 

atmosphere of joyous togetherness, 

and as dogs were included in the 

welcome we trooped in with our 

four. Three of the dogs behaved im-

peccably but the fourth, our beagle, 

showed immediate dislike of the 

cold slate floor and sat in a sort of 

low hover with her rear end two inch-

es off the floor in a state of cold for-

bearance. 

WHEN SPRING ARRIVES 
When biting winds with ice and snow have melted clean away. 

When winter skies and freezing rain at last have had their day. 

When colours of the rainbow are seen at every glance. 

A time of change, the time to grow, new life must have it’s chance. 

When greens and browns blend into one and sunshine holds such cheer. 

Then gentle breezes dance and play, and whisper “Spring is here". 

by Bob Whittle local, just retired milkman  

after 24 years loyal service delivering milk in all weathers 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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painted wooden screen of cream, 

red, gold and green depicting a  

crucifix, saints, shamrocks and the 

motto of the Kelly clan.  

Mary lived on in Steep. She was 

instrumental in 1914 in the setting 

up of Coldhayes house as a WWI 

auxiliary hospital for wounded ser-

vicemen. The hospital had three 

professional nurses and the remain-

der were VADs, of whom Annie  

Oakley was one. Annie would later 

become landlady of the Harrow Inn. 

After the war,  Mary  gave  

charitably to Petersfield Cottage 

hospital and other causes and pre-

sented prizes at village events. At 

the funerals of local villagers and 

tradesmen, she frequently sent flo-

ral tributes. Lady Mary had come 

from the Russell family of Stubbers 

estate, near Upminster, where there 

was a beautiful garden. She seems 

to have tried to replicate this in 

Steep. Word of mouth has it that 

five gardeners were employed at 

The Knolls. When Mary died in 

Have you ever been walking  

northwards in Mill Lane, Steep? One 

rounds a bend, passing a house 

named Cobblers on the left; the nar-

row lane then climbs a short but 

steep hill with a wood on the right. 

This is Bushy Hill and amongst these 

trees of this wood lies the house 

named The Knolls, former home of 

Sir William & Lady Kelly.  

This influential couple were the sub-

ject of our March Steep History 

Group meeting. Sir William became 

Lt Colonel of the Royal Sussex  

Regiment. He fought in wars in 

Egypt and the Sudan in the 1880s, 

in which he was wounded. He also 

took a major part in the Second  

Boer War 1899-1901. After a  

prestigious army career, Sir William 

was knighted for his services to the 

country and retired to live in Steep 

with Mary in 1909. The pair immedi-

ately threw themselves into local 

life. Sir William became a Steep par-

ish councillor and also supported 

the Petersfield branch of the Territo-

rials. Mary became a commandant 

of the local Red Cross volunteer 

nurses.  

Sadly, Sir William’s health began to 

fail and he died aged 66 years in 

1914. The reredos behind the altar 

at Steep church was given in his 

memory. It is a delicately wrought 

SIR WILLIAM & LADY (MARY) KELLY OF THE KNOLLS, STEEP 
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 1939, her brother Mr Champion 

Russell, presented a new treble bell 

to Steep church in her memory. It is 

inscribed ‘My name is Mary and I 

ring to the glory of God’.  

This important local couple has 

largely been forgotten in Steep, yet 

they did much for the benefit of 

their country, the locality and for 

Steep church. It was therefore en-

lightening to research and rediscov-

er them on behalf of the Steep His-

tory Group. 

Fran Box franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL  

REMINDER  

It’s that time of year again when 

newcomers to the Parish, over the 

age of 16, are invited to register: at 

the same time if you are already on 

the Roll you can update your details 

as necessary. Only those registered 

will be allowed to Vote at the Annual 

Parochial Church meeting (APCM) on 

Sunday 22nd April 2018. 

Forms have been available from mid 

March for those who would like their 

names to be added or details updat-

ed. These are on the font at All 

Saints’, Steep. Completed forms 

should be placed in the box at the 

base of the font at All Saints’ by Sun-

day 28th March. The revised list will 

then be displayed in the Church 

Porch until the APCM.  

For any queries please contact me - 

Judy Thompson, Electoral Roll Officer  

tel 267362 or at  

judy.thompson@me.com 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

DOG FOULING ON CHURCH 

ROAD, STEEP 

There have been several com-

plaints about dog fouling along 

Church Road, especially between 

the Cricketers and the Village 

Hall. This is very unpleasant, es-

pecially for parents walking their 

children to and from school. 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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STROUD NEWS 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL - Notes 

from the meeting held on 6th March 

2018  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

This year’s meeting will be held in 

Langrish School on 17th April at 

7.30pm.  

We have invited Cala Homes to pre-

sent to us their latest plans for the 

development of 30 homes in Rams-

dean Road. After the South Downs 

National Park rejected their applica-

tion in 2017 they submitted an 

amended pre-application.  

The representatives from Cala 

homes will be happy to explain the 

new plans as well as answer ques-

tions from our community.  

It is also hoped the Lengthsman, 

Nick Rook-Blackstone, whose ser-

vices we share with Steep, will also 

be able to attend and explain the 

different tasks he undertakes on 

behalf of our villages which include 

maintaining footpaths and cleaning 

signage.   

ANNUAL LITTER PICK  

Since Councillor Ony Rogers has 

stepped down, Jo Burgess has kind-

ly stepped up and agreed to organ-

ise this year’s event. The date of the 

litter pick is Saturday 21st April. It is 

likely to be in the morning but actual 

time to be advised. We hope for an-

other good turnout of volunteers 

again this year.  

NEW CO-OPTED COUNCILLOR.  

The Council were pleased to wel-

come Michelle Snow as the new co-

opted member of the PC. Michelle is 

the former Parish Clerk and her ex-

perience of the workings of the 

Council and local matters should 

prove of great value.  

Next meeting Tuesday 15th May in 

Langrish School at 7.30pm 

S T R O U D  A R E A  R E S I D E N T S  

ASSOCIATION  - 2017 AGM and  

Annual Quiz 

The 2017 AGM and annual quiz this 

year took place on 23 February in 

the School Hall at Langrish Primary 

School. It was extremely well attend-

ed with 77 individuals making up 12 

teams of varying numbers. 

Competitive – how can one think 

that!? Something like 3 points cov-

ered the top 4 places – maybe it 

was the questions which covered a 

range of topics and stretched every-

body’s intellect – for instance: 

“Which Leonardo painting recently 

sold in New York for a record-

breaking $400m (or $450m, de-

pending on which paper you read)?”. 

No conferring please, or referring to 

a friend and the answer will be in 

next month’s newsletter. 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

077919 62327 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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 CHURCH NEWS 
EDWARD THOMAS WALK - new 

date 

Unfortunately, due to the snow the 

annual Edward Thomas Birthday 

Walks, tea and AGM were postponed 

and have been rescheduled to Sun-

day 22nd April 2018. 

LENT 

We were fortunate to have a number 

of activities taking place during Lent, 

to use this time for reflection and 

study in preparation for Easter. 

Starting with a thoughtful Ash 

Wednesday Service which fell on 

Valentine’s Day this year – this last 

happened 70 years ago - where we 

were reminded of Love and sacrifice 

along with taking the sign of the 

cross in ash. 

Younger members of the community 

were also given a special activity day 

exploring the similarities between St 

Valentine’s Day and Lent. About 20 

children and parents attended which 

was great fun and thoroughly en-

joyed by all. We are grateful to Nao-

mi and her team for organising such 

an event at the Church. 

Some of our community have been 

looking at what it means being a 

disciple, taking part in lively 

lunchtime discussions based on 

Rowan Williams’ book “Being disci-

ples: essentials of the Christian 

Life”.  Thank you to Jenny and Caro-

line for hosting and organising. Oth-

ers attended three talks on by Bish-

op Ian Brackley on The Lord’s Pray-

er, followed by a short service of 

Compline to end the day.  

THE NEW TENam SERVICE 

This is a gentle reminder of the 

change in times of the services. It 

was great to see so many families 

attend this service on the first  

Sunday in March at the new time of 

10am. Please check the service 

times at the back of the magazine. 

Mothering Sunday saw a full church 

with many visiting family members, 

coming home to the mother church 

to celebrate Mothering Sunday. We 

were a little concerned when Rev 

John asked one of the children to 

shoot a crossbow (toy one!) to illus-

trate the bible verse that says how 

“Children are like arrows” who need 

guidance and direction to meet their 

goals and that even if they go astray 

or off target, because of the love 

they have, they can be forgiven and 

guided back to the right path. God’s 

love is the same for us his children. 

We were also reminded of three 

mothers from the bible who under-
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Sunday 1st April - EASTER DAY will 

see the return of colour and a beau-

tiful array of flowers in the Church as 

we celebrate Christ’s rising. Come 

early as we will be expecting a 

packed Church for the 10:30am 

special parish communion service.  

FLOWERS FOR EASTER  

On Saturday March 31st. from 10 

a.m. we shall be decorating Steep 

church for Easter. Members of the 

Flower Team will be in action, but if 

anyone else would like to make an 

arrangement or contribute flowers 

they are most welcome to join us. 

However, it would be helpful if 

you could please ring Janet Smith on 

267701 several days beforehand so 

we can co-ordinate our activities and 

know what flowers we can expect, 

thank you.' 

DIARY DATES  

Safari Supper Saturday 28th April 

Steep Lecture Sunday 17th June at 

6 for 6:30pm. Steep Lecture 

FROM THE REGISTER 

Jeremy Michael Oldfield Young 

 26th February 

Martin Williams  26th March   

May they rest in peace  

Helen Muir-Davies - 264039  

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL  

REMINDER - See page 11 

stood what it was to love their chil-

dren, but also knew what it meant to 

give them up-  they had to let them 

go in order to give them the freedom 

to achieve their goals as well as ena-

ble them to be themselves. 

A balance must be reached to know 

when to give advice and guidance 

and when to let go and give children 

their freedom. Not always easy as 

many Mothers (and fathers) will 

agree, but very fitting for Mothering 

Sunday service. 

At the end of the service posies were 

given out by the children- these flow-

ers had been lovingly prepared by 

Year 5 pupils from Steep school – 

thank you. 

EASTER SERVICES.  

Easter Services started this year 

with a dramatized reading on Palm 

Sunday. This will be followed five 

days later with a prayer vigil on Good 

Friday 30th March at 2pm, Steep 

Church - Last Hour of the Cross 

There will also be a Silent Walk of 

Witness in Petersfield on Good Fri-

day morning, - leaving from the 

Methodist Church at 9.30am, with 

readings en route and followed by a 

United Service in The Square,  

Petersfield at 10:00 am. If it is rain-

ing the service will be conducted in 

St Peter's. For more information 

p l e a s e  l o o k  a t  h t t p : / /

www.pact.org.uk 
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Vicar: John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com 

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Suzi Openshaw 827743  

         Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

