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Father Dougal: ‘Ted, I heard about 

those cults. Everyone dressing in 

black and saying our Lord’s coming 

back to judge us all!’ 

Father Ted: ‘No….No, Dougal, that’s 

us.’ 

Seen through the zany humour of 

the sitcom, ‘Father Ted’, Christian 

beliefs can seem a bit weird. Irish 

writers Arthur Mathews and Graham 

Linehan clearly thought so and mer-

cilessly parodied the foibles and 

beliefs of the three hapless priests 

of Craggy Island in their long run-

ning series for Channel 4. 

Easter beliefs can, frankly, also 

seem a bit weird. The story of the 

suffering Son of God, who dies on 

the cross, and then three days later 

is seen alive, ‘risen from the dead’ 

only to later ‘ascend’ into the  

heavens, stretches the credibility of 

many people who don’t regard 

themselves either as being 

‘religious’ or as signed up church- 

goers. It seems to them that a  

person would have had to be  

intensely religious in order to  

believe all these things, or else be 

very gullible. 

There’s a long line of Christian 

thinkers who have had a go at strip-

ping away the religious belief from 

the story of Easter, and interpreting 

the events in terms of what we 

might call ‘ordinary human experi-

ence’. It doesn’t work for everyone 

but for some people it has helped 

them find in Christianity answers to 

their life questions. So Easter, in 

this view, is about the enduring 

value of goodness in the face of 

hostility and evil, as seen in the life 

of Jesus, and even though he dies, 

his values, relationships and  

presence live on in his followers’ 

lives. New growth and new life are 

constantly seen around us in the 

natural world of rural Steep, which 

are in themselves the big themes of 

the Easter story. The bleakness of 

Good Friday with its suffering on 

the cross is a prelude to the waiting 

of Easter Eve, and only then comes 

the celebration of Jesus Risen on 

Easter Day itself. It suggests while 

there’s no escape from our own 

Good Fridays, we too will experi-

ence the joy of Easter Day’s  

Resurrection. The two belong  

together. 

Interpreted in this way, the  

Christian Easter is rich in ancient 

wisdom and insight because it  

attempts to answer the questions 

which life throws at us – why we 

are born, what we do with our time, 

EASTER BELIEF 
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how we should live well, and what 

our legacy will be when our turn to 

move on comes. It addresses all 

these questions and many more, 

and each year it comes round I find 

it yields new things which enrich 

understanding and provide an expe-

rience of resilient joy. Every time I 

hear the Easter Day affirmation in 

church, ‘Christ is Risen!’ I know 

there’s still plenty of hope for the 

world and its people. 

With every blessing for Easter, 

John 

25 YEARS AGO 
STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

 At the meeting held on March 17th, concern 

was expressed over the restricted parking facili-

ties for customers of the village shop resulting 

from the kerbing of the road opposite. The Coun-

cil believed the shop to be a valuable asset to 

the village and would take note of the problem to 

see whether, now the works were completed and the 

road less congested, anything could be done to 

ease the difficulties. In response to the coun-

cil’s enquiry about the long delay in imposing a 

speed limit on the C18, they had been informed 

that it was hoped the work would be undertaken in 

the coming financial year. The Area Surveyor 

would be asked to reinstate the white lines in 

Steep Marsh which had been erased during the  

recent floods. 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  
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STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 9th April  

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
9th April – Foot and mouth painting 

artist by Tom Yendell 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 11th April.  Film - “Mamma 

Mia 2” - Steep Village Hall - 2pm. 

NOTE EARLIER START TIME. 

Thursday 25th April.  Petersfield 

Ukulele Band. Come and have a 

sing-along. (Words provided). Steep 

Village Hall - 3.30pm. 

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Friday, 12th April - The Children’s 

Act. Drama. Starring Emma Thomp-

son and Stanley Tucci. 

As her marriage to Jack (Stanley 

Tucci) flounders, eminent High Court 

judge Fiona Maye has a life-

changing decision to make at work - 

should she force a teenage boy, 

Adam, to have the blood transfusion 

that will save his life? Her unortho-

dox visit to his hospital bedside has 

 DIARY DATES 
FROXFIELD CHOIR is venturing out 

of the village for its spring concert, 

which will be at St George's Church, 

Trotton in West Sussex on Saturday 

6th April at 7.30pm. The pro-

gramme for the concert in-

cludes Night Flight by Cecilia 

McDowall, Agnus Dei by Samuel 

Barber and Requiem- (A Thanksgiv-

ing For Life), the 2007 composition 

by Sir Philip Ledger, who was for 

many years the Director of the Choir 

at King's College, Cambridge. Night 

Flight marks the centenary of the 

first woman, the American Harriet 

Quimby, to fly across the English 

Channel in 1912. She received little 

recognition for this remarkable feat, 

overshadowed as it was by the news 

of the sinking of the Titanic just the 

day before. Written for a cappella 

choral ensemble and cello solo the 

three songs are settings of poems 

by British poet Sheila Bryer. Barber's 

Agnus Dei is a choral composition 

based on an arrangement of his well 

known Adagio for Strings.  

Tickets £12, available from One 

Tree Books and on the door.  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday 8th April in the small meet-

ing room at Steep Village Hall.  
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a profound impact on them both, 

stirring strong new emotions in the 

boy and long-buried feelings in her. 

THE ROSEMARY FOUNDATION 

EASTER FAYRE  

This  is being held in East Meon  

Village Hall on Saturday 13 April 

between 2 pm and 4 pm, admission 

this year will be by donation.  

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
18th April - Southampton and the 

Spitfire (Geoff Wheeler) 

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

GIANT EASTER CHARITY  

MARKET 

Saturday 20th April, 9.30am to 

3pm, Petersfield Festival Hall, Heath 

Road, GU31 4EA, 70 stalls including 

antiques, bric-a-brac & collectables, 

stamps, books, cakes, marmalade, 

toys, jigsaws, scatter cushions,  

candles, Easter gifts, crafts & jewel-

lery, in aid of the Queen Alexandra 

COPY FOR THE MAY NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 17th April 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

Hospitals Endoscopy Unit and other 

local charities. Refreshments in the 

Rose Room and raffle for the QA 

Hospital Appeal. Free admission.  

01730 264802 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW COFFEE 

MORNING 

This will be held on Saturday 11 

May at Restalls. More details next 

month. 

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com


6 

 

Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 
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This has become one of 

the highlights of its creative calen-

dar and brings together nearly 200 

young people with professional per-

formers and directors. This year’s 

project Song and Dance will feature 

song and dance numbers from pop-

ular musical theatre productions. 

Participants will work towards a fully 

staged presentation, featuring a live 

band and this performance is then 

given to family and friends. It is 

open to PYT members and non-

members aged 5-13 and is a fantas-

tic way to spend four days of the 

Easter  holiday.  

PYT is renowned for its exciting 

approach to theatre for young peo-

ple. So why not join us? 

Venue: The Quad, Bedales School, 

Steep. Dates: Monday 8 – Thurs-

day 11 April  

Performances: Thursday  11 at 

5.00pm and 7.00pm 

For more information including 

how to book please go 

to www.petersfieldyouththeatre.or

g.uk or email info@pyt.org.uk  

PETERSFIELD YOUTH THEATRE’S EASTER PROJECT  

http://www.petersfieldyouththeatre.org.uk/
http://www.petersfieldyouththeatre.org.uk/
mailto:info@pyt.org.uk
http://www.petersfieldyouththeatre.org.uk/


8 

Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

 COUNCIL TAX FOR STEEP  

Steep is a small parish and has prid-

ed itself on keeping the parish pre-

cept amongst the lowest in the area. 

The tax was last increased for the 

2014/15 financial year.  

The Council has continued to invest 

in keeping our network of footpaths 

in excellent condition– Steep’s con-

tribution to the National Park – and 

in the care and maintenance of our 

Common. We have also started on 

an evolving programme to improve 

traffic management in the parish. 

We get grants wherever we can to 

enhance our limited resources and 

this has enabled us to support a 

significantly higher level of expendi-

ture than we collect in tax. 

However, financial pressures have 

been increasing and the Council has 

reluctantly agreed after five years to 

increase the precept for the coming 

year by just over 14%. This is the 

equivalent of an additional £3.87 

per Band D property per year. This-

increase is regrettable, but the 

Council has decided that this it is 

necessary. 

  

SAVING LIVES TOGETHER AND CPR 

TRAINING 

Thanks to the Saving Lives Together 

Charity for running an excellent CPR 

and defibrillator training session. 

The session was well attended and 

very well received. Following on from 

the training we have received a very 

kind and generous donation which 

will enable us to purchase a defibril-

lator for the village. We would like to 

say a special thanks for the dona-

tion and are working with Saving 

Lives Together to purchase and in-

stall the defibrillator in a central 

location where it will be accessible 

to residents. 

HEDGES AND DOG FOULING 

Residents are asked to ensure that 

their hedges which adjoin roads, 

pavements and footpaths are cut 

back and maintained. Overgrown 

hedges reduce driver sightlines and 

restrict pedestrian access. We gen-

tly remind residents that if hedges 

aren’t maintained we may be re-

quired to liaise with Hampshire 

County Council who would appoint 

contractors to cut back hedges and 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE  
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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pass on the cost to the owner.  

We have also noticed an increased 

amount of dog fouling in the village. 

Please ensure that you clean up  

after your dog and take the bag 

home or use one of the dog bins in 

the village.  

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Steep Annual Parish Assembly – 7th 

May 2019 - 7.00 p.m. at Steep  

Village Hall – Laura Tong, a Ranger 

with the South Downs National Park, 

will be coming to talk to us about 

local wildlife conservation projects.  

Steep Parish Council AGM - 13 May 

2019 – 7.30 p.m. Steep Village Hall  

Kate Ashfield 

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS   

IN BOTH STEEP AND STROUD 

Steep and Stroud Parish Council 

Elections are due to take place in 

April 2019, some key dates are  

below and more information can be 

found on the Electoral Commission 

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/

elections-may-2019  

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 
The Stroud Parish Council Annual 

Parish Meeting will take place on 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 at 7.30pm 

in Langrish School Hall – all are wel-

come to attend. 

RAMSDEAN ROAD – DEVELOPMENT 

UPDATE 

With the fine weather in February, 

work on the site has progressed well 

over the last month, with the result 

that Plots 10,11,12 should have the 

roof trusses in place by the time you 

read this, (weather permitting).  

On Plots 1-4 (the apartments) the 

superstructure brick work should 

have started by the end of March 

and the concrete should have been 

poured into the foundations of Plots 

13-19. 50% of the main offices are 

now in place and all site roads are 

due to be completed within the next 

few weeks. Offsite electric company 

work to remove the overhead cables 

is progressing well and more of an 

effort has now gone into keeping the 

roads and area clean and tidy.  

Jeremy Mitchell  

Receipt of Nominations 4:00 pm Wednesday 3 April 2019 

Receipt of Postal Vote Applications 5:00 pm Monday 15 April 2019 

Day of Poll 7:00 am to 10:00 pm Thursday 2 

May 2019 

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/elections-may-2019
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/elections-may-2019
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Any hobby which can reduce stress 

and introduce you to the joys of our 

countryside has got to be a good 

thing. Fly Fishing is a physical and 

psychological game of tactics with 

casting skills, observation and fly 

selection; it’s also highly enjoyable 

and great fun. Locally, we are fortu-

nate to have a superb trout fishery 

nestled in the wilds of West Harting. 

Actually, it’s not that wild, for there 

is a fishing hut and some seats for 

when the action is overwhelming or 

you just fancy having a snooze. 

There are three lakes in total, spring

-fed from the South Downs, with a 

thriving population of wild trout and 

stocked with rainbow trout during 

the fishing season of 1st April to the 

end of October. We even have our 

own resident terrapin and a fabu-

lous array of wildlife which was rec-

orded this summer by a visiting nat-

uralist. The committee were some-

what overwhelmed with the list, real-

ising that perhaps they should be 

paying more attention to the fly life 

rather than listening to the cricket 

score when they were fishing. The 

list does go on but I am quite sure 

that it may be of interest: Banded 

demoiselle, Azure Damselfly, Com-

mon blue, small red eyed, blue 

tailed and the emerald damselfly - 

my personal favourite. We can then 

move onto the dragonflies; Southern 

Hawker, Emperor, Black tailed skim-

mer, ruddy darter and the common 

darter - they flit about like mini heli-

copters and there are so many of 

them. Our butterflies are all fairly 

common but still a delight to see: 

Large White, Small White, Green-

veined White, Brimstone, Comma, 

Peacock, Red Admiral, Painted Lady, 

Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Speck-

led Wood and Common Blue. The 

bird life is equally varied, with the 

TAKE UP FLY FISHING AND LIVE LONGER……  
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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their children. The club has enjoyed 

a full membership for many decades 

but with changing generations the 

opportunity has now arisen to offer 

new fishermen the opportunity to 

fish on a seasonal basis. Gone are 

the days of tweedy gentlemen with 

cane rods disappearing off for an 

afternoon of quiet contemplation, 

although we still have a few and if 

you keep very quiet you may be 

lucky enough to spot one. Today, we 

have a large cross section of fisher-

men from different ages/gender and 

abilities and the fishing is accessible 

to all, although the lakes are not 

accessible to the general public. 

There are many reasons to take up 

fly fishing and Harting lakes are the 

perfect place to learn. It’s a fairly 

easy pastime to learn, you can fish 

from about age nine and there is no 

advanced age limit.  You also get to 

spend time in our beautiful country-

side, relatively undisturbed you  

rarely see another fisherman), and  

you can bring a friend along to join 

you and remove a couple of fish to 

take home for the BBQ. The fishing 

season begins on the 1st April and if 

you have an interest in joining 

please contact David Llewellyn at 

davidllewellyn2@gmail.com – and if 

you would like to find out more 

about fishing and lessons we have  

a member who is a qualified  

instructor. 

usual pair of resident swans and the 

dreaded cormorant overhead. But 

we also have the shy little Grebe, 

which bobs down and pops up 

around the lakes; also Moorhen, 

Mallard, Tufted Duck, Reed Warbler, 

Black Cap, Blackbirds and Dunnock. 

The Swallows arrive in the summer 

months, swooping down onto the 

water for a quick drink and once we 

had a visiting Osprey but he was 

spotted and gone before the twitch-

ers could arrive. There are all the 

usual mammals and plenty of croak-

ing frogs so there is an abundance 

of wild life for you to contemplate as 

you while away the hours on a sun-

ny afternoon. Historically, the main 

lake was dug out in the 1500s by 

the monks residing at Durford Ab-

bey to create their own supply of 

fresh fish – carp - for the table. Own-

ership then becomes somewhat 

hazy although we know that it be-

longed to Uppark at some stage and 

was sold eventually to a local farmer 

at Ryefields who had the foresight 

to establish two smaller lakes at the 

western end. Eventually, after sever-

al changes of hands, it was pur-

chased by the Harting Ponds Syndi-

cate, which owns it to this day. This 

syndicate was formed in 1970 as a 

private fishing club by a group of 

like-minded fishermen who wanted 

somewhere to fish together and to 

be able to pass on this privilege to 

mailto:davidllewellyn2@gmail.com
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

FLEXIBLE TUTORING FOR 7-11 YEAR OLDS 

Academic GCSE student offers 

engaging and confidence boost-

ing regular or one-off tutoring ses-

sions for 7-11 year olds in English 

and Maths. Pre entrance test  

revision or booster sessions are 

also available. Contact Sacha 

Fairweather on 07471477760 

or sachafairweather@icloud.com. 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
mailto:sachafairweather@icloud.com
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 

261344  davidandjoan-

na@talktalk.net 

Steep Village website: 

www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny  

Hollington 267784 

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): 

clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk 

or Elisabeth Foulston  48 Win-

chester Road, Stroud, Peters-

field, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: 

www.stroud-pc.gov.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 

267784 

SUPERFAST BROADBAND 

Hampshire County Council is rolling 

out superfast broadband across the 

region. 

It enables people to get internet 

speeds of 24Megabits per second or 

more – making streaming TV, work-

ing from home, online banking and 

shopping, and gaming a lot easier – 

to name just some of the benefits.  

To find out if you’re included in the 

rollout you can use this postcode 

checker on the Hampshire Superfast 

Broadband website and register to 

be told when it’s available in your 

area 

at: www.hampshiresuperfastbroadb

and.com/myparish/ 

mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com/myparish/
http://www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com/myparish/
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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‘The Steep History Group recently 

viewed this film and heard about its 

local connections. Diana Blacker 

b.1934 was the younger daughter of 

Lt Col Stewart and Lady Doris Black-

er of Coldhayes, Steep. She would 

have been about nine years old 

when she first came to live here with 

her parents. Much of her youth 

would have been spent in Steep. 

She was the sister of Brian (Bloggs) 

Blacker, whom many locals will re-

member. In 1957, Diana married 

Robin Cavendish. The couple moved 

to Kenya, where Robin pursued his 

job as a tea broker.   

A year later, at the age of 28, Robin 

contracted polio and became para-

lysed from the neck downwards. He 

faced a future spending the rest of 

his life in a hospital bed with a respi-

rator to breathe for him. Doctors felt 

his life expectancy was only a few 

months. Diana, by then pregnant, 

was urged to free herself and to pur-

sue her own life as a young person. 

She refused to do so. Robin survived 

for another 34 years and Diana 

stuck with him. After the birth of 

their son Jonathan, they came home 

to England. Robin refused to accept 

his situation and asked Teddy Hall, a 

scientist friend, to create a special 

wheelchair with attached respirator. 

Against the advice of his doctors, 

Robin es-

caped from 

hospital 

and lived 

with Diana 

at home in 

Oxford-

shire. A van 

was spe-

cially 

adapted so 

that Robin 

could be taken out and about. They 

even went on holiday to Spain.  

Robin pioneered the refinements of 

various models of his wheelchair. 

Authorities refused him money to 

take it into production, so he visited 

benefactors and raised the money 

himself. These special chairs then 

revolutionised the lives of fellow 

polio sufferers. With Diana’s sup-

port, Robin became a campaigner 

for those with disability. In 1975 he 

was awarded the MBE. He died in 

1994. Their son, Jonathan became 

a film producer and made the film 

‘Breathe’ to celebrate the lives of 

his parents. It stars Claire Foy, An-

drew Garfield, Tom Hollander and 

Hugh Bonneville and was in cine-

mas nationwide.      

Fran Box 

 franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

BREATHE’ A 2017 FILM WITH LOCAL CONNECTIONS 
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 CHURCH NEWS 
THE TenAm SERVICE 

On the first Sunday of the month we 

have a church service that caters 

for everyone but places children 

centre stage. In the service in March 

the theme was ‘Sing in the Spring’; 

Steep school had asked all students 

to nominate their favourite hymn 

and the most popular was revealed 

at the service. It was ‘He’s got the 

whole world in His hands’ and the 

children showed us how to act out 

the song. Several members of the 

congregation shared what hymns 

meant to them. Gill Wicksteed’s 

favourite,’ Now the green grass ris-

es’ had been sung at her wedding, 

her daughter’s wedding and the 

funerals of both her parents. Eileen 

Daniels’ choice of ‘Lead Us Heaven-

ly Father lead us’ brought her closer 

to her family. This service by the 

way starts with coffee and biscuits 

before people take their seats, and 

in March was led by Naomi Anson 

with input from John. 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 

The Fairtrade Group in Petersfield 

organised a Trail of exhibitions to 

mark Fairtrade Fortnight. The dis-

play by Steep school in the church is 

one of the furthest from Petersfield 

but is full of colour. The school used 

its Ghanaian tablecloth, donated to 

the school during Seth Afrezi’s visit, 

as the base for a colourful display of 

models of fruit and vegetables by 

the entrance. Pictures on the theme 

of Fairtrade are also displayed. 

EDWARD THOMAS AGM AND TEA 

The Edward Thomas Fellowship 

holds walks and its AGM on the first 

weekend of March to commemo-

rate the poet’s birthday. After some 

lovely spring weather, the Sunday 

proved that March is the season of 

winds and rain. Some brave souls 

walked up to the Shoulder of Mut-

ton on the Sunday before joining 

others for the AGM in Steep Church. 

The Social Committee laid on its 

customary bountiful tea, thanks to 

Selena Garstin and her team. Prof-

its go into church funds. There was 

a proposal by a member of the Fel-

lowship to hold the AGM at a later 

date in the year when the weather 

might be kinder. This was rejected 

as storms can happen at any sea-

son, so the date remains the same 

for next year. 

LENT 

The beginning of Lent was marked 

by the traditional service on Ash 

Wednesday, when members of the 
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service had been devised by the 

women of Slovenia and the service 

itself was organised by the Salvation 

Army at the Methodist Church in 

Petersfield at the new time of 

11.30am. Suzi Openshaw and 

Amanda Greenlee took reading parts 

and several Steep residents were 

seen in the congregation, including 

the odd man. 

ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING 

The annual meeting will take place 

after the service on Sunday 28th 

April so please make a note in your 

diaries and come along. There is 

always an opportunity to raise mat-

ters of concern and share them with 

others at the meeting. 

Amanda Greenlee 

congregation that wish have their 

foreheads marked with the sigh of 

the cross. The forty days of Lent 

include a break on Refreshment 

Sunday or Mothering Sunday. 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

This year the Benefice will celebrate 

Mothering Sunday or Mother’s Day 

with a joint service at High Cross 

starting at 10am. The service will 

have a similar start as the TenAM 

with coffee served as people arrive 

and a gradual taking of places for 

the formal service. 

STEEP DROP IN 

The first Friday morning of the 

month sees the Steep Drop In tak-

ing place between 8.45 and 

10.30am in the nave of Steep 

church. Whilst geared to families 

with young children who come to-

gether after dropping off their chil-

dren everyone is welcome and older 

people often drop in to chat and 

share the delicious pastries on of-

fer. This month a frother was spied 

so even frothy coffee is on offer, 

and all for a donation. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Steep Church through its member-

ship of PACT took part in the annual 

World Day of Prayer, held on 1 

March. The service is written by 

women but open to all. This year the 
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

