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25 YEARS AGO 
STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

 Did you remember to put the altered date (Saturday August 26th) 

in your diaries this year? Children, practise your clay modelling and your 

poem writing! 

 Adults, are your potatoes chitting? Let us hope our Steep clay will 

grow some magnificent crops this year. 

[This appears to be the first year the Flower Show was held on August Bank 

Holiday weekend, at the end of August.] 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

THE NEWSLETTER AND CORONAVIRUS 

It is the firm intention of the newsletter team to keep 

the newsletter going throughout the current health  

crisis, so please keep sending  in your copy 

David Dobson - Editor 

 

 

Local deliveries within 6 miles free 

£20 minimum order charge  

Vegetables, fruit and other shop 

goods available   

No meat on Wednesday 

To place an order for the following 

week please email (only) by Friday 

shop@durleighmarshfarmshop.co.uk 

 MEALS on WHEELS 

 

Bedales Kitchen is willing to provide 

meals during April. If you are 

interested email Ciara Macdonald 

on steepvolunteers@gmail.com  

Their greengrocer Colin Ellis  is  

willing to do a doorstep drop 

Phone 07801 670229 

mailto:shop@durleighmarshfarmshop.co.uk
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“It was a very ill time to be sick in, for if any one complained, it was 

immediately said he had the plague; and though I had indeed no symptoms 

of that distemper, yet being very ill, both in my head and in my stomach, I 

was not without apprehension that I really was infected; but in about three 

days I grew better; the third night I rested well...and was much 

refreshed ...and I went about my business as usual.’’ 

Daniel Defoe’s ‘A Journal of the Plague Year’ was first published in 1722, and 

imaginatively recreated the events of the Great Plague of London in 1665, in 

the form of a memoir. It was so convincingly written that many readers 

thought it was the real thing, even though Defoe was only five years old when 

the plague raged in London. Yet Defoe captured much that actually 

happened: the panic buying, the unwillingness to self-isolate, the prophecies 

of doom which circulated through gossip. He also captured the more 

admirable responses of those who were on the front-line of fighting the 

pestilence and who “went about their employment with a sort of brutal 

courage”.   

Defoe shows a city which comes through the plague with a mixture of 

endurance, muddle and stoicism. He doesn’t see heroes everywhere, even 

though his style is that of a journalist, and he is realistic about human 

selfishness. Defoe was an optimist; against the times, he didn’t think it was 

God’s grace or innate goodness that saved the people, so much as the 

human need for living in community. It was the collective life, he felt, which 

was the most satisfying and fulfilling one.  

Today’s church recognises that living well, in community with others, and 

sharing common values, does a huge amount for our mental health and well-

being. The support being shown locally in the community for those who are 

isolated in their homes because of the pandemic is a good sign of those 

things which keep us together in uncertain times. The small acts of decency, 

respect and kindness to our neighbours are the things which define us, and 

these will endure when COVID-19 becomes a distant memory. Community, in 

the New Testament, is something close to the heart of God. It can therefore 

be a little taste of Easter, at a time when experiences of anxiety, sadness and 

suffering are dominating the headlines and our mood.  

Keep well, and safe, as we approach the celebration of Easter, and the 

triumph of hope, John 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CARE, KINDNESS AND CONCERN   John Owen 
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
3 April – Late Night 

Emma Thompson plays Katherine 

Newbury, who is a legendary late-

night talk show host, whose world is 

turned upside down when she hires 

her only female staff writer played by 

Kaling. Cast: Mindy Kaling, Emma 

Thompson 

 17 April – 1917 

 Then we are due an AGM in May! 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 6th April in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

BEDALES 
OLIVIER THEATRE    

Friday 24th April - YESYESNONO 

award winning play. 7.30-8.30, 

tickets £14/12. 

Thursday 30 April 7.30-8.30 - Reverie, 

a journey into the subconscious, 

£14/12 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
No meetings for the time being. 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

STROUD EVENING WI 
Tuesday 14th March - Men’s Work: 

Women on the Railway - Dr Becky 

Peacock 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
Thursday 16th April - ACWW – 

Associated Country Women of the 

World (Maureen Levenson) 

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
All events are cancelled for the time 

being.  if anyone needs help of any 

kind, please do get in touch with us. 

Heather on 266855 or 267362 for 

Judy.  Alternatively you can always 

email me. 

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP PLANT SALE - VE DAY 

WEEKEND - DIG FOR VICTORY!  

Saturday 9 May, 10 – 12.30 

 Get ahead with your spring and 

summer gardening by coming along 

 DIARY DATES 

PLEASE CHECK WITH ALL ORGANISERS IN CASE THE EVENT HAS 

BEEN CANCELLED DUE  TO CORONAVIRUS 
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to buy great value locally grown 

seedlings and plants at this year’s 

Plant Sale.  (Free entrance). This is 

held in order to raise funds towards 

running the splendid Steep Flower 

Show in August.  If you can, please 

grow a few extra plants for us to sell, 

or bring along jams or other produce 

(drop these off  Thursday 

7th please). 

 New this year,  Steve Amos is kindly 

giving a talk on “How to Grow your 

own Potatoes”.  Steve is Petersfield 

Post’s gardening correspondent and 

a multiple award winner at the 

Steep Flower Show, so if you haven’t 

or indeed, have entered before, 

Steve will be able to give you some 

great tips! Talk starts at 12 with a 

voluntary contribution as entrance 

fee. 

 This is always a friendly occasion 

and all are welcome.  Please do 

come and join us to browse the 

plants and treat yourself to a cup of 

tea and a delicious slice of home 

make cake! 

Venue:  Restalls, 104, Church Rd, 

COPY FOR THE MAY NEWSLETTER 

not later than midday on Wednesday 22nd April 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

Steep.    

Any questions:  Contact Steep 

Flower Shower Chairman, Judy 

Thompson 

267362 Judy.Thompson@me.com  

Or Secretary Kate Ford on 

262890 Beechfold@hotmail.com 

STROUD LITTERPICK – APRIL 

2020 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!  

Look out for the posters around the 

village for our annual Litterpick – 

exact date to be confirmed, 

depending on availability of kit from 

the Council (and Coronavirus).  

Now is our chance to get together 

and clean up our village in time for 

summer before the grass verges 

and hedges start to grow.  Everyone 

welcome! 

Ony Rogers (01730 266929, 

onyrog@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:Judy.Thompson@me.com
mailto:Beechfold@hotmail.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

 CARER AND COMPANION  

Carer and Companion – qualified 

female aged 52 with full NVQ care 

training plus dementia and palliative 

experience and a passion for elderly 

care, would like to devote working life 

to caring in or near Alresford. 

Available Monday to Friday for 

companionship, good cooking, 

personal care, appointments, and all 

aspects of care. Advanced driver. Live 

in not required 07845 997 416  

tel:07845%20997%20416
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centenary show, and it is time to be 

making plans.   

There have been a few changes to 

the schedule.  This year’s Flower 

Arranging subjects are Centenary, 

an Arrangement in a shoe, and for 

men, an Arrangement in a tankard. 

In the domestic section we have 

Parkin, a Cottage Loaf and a 

Vegetarian Flan, while men are 

asked for a Treacle Tart. 

Photography classes are “A building 

in Steep over 100 years old” (very 

appropriate for a centenary), 

“Animals in Action and 

Water” (plenty of that around just 

now). Children are asked for a 

homemade nest box, a decorated 

flower pot and, by request, we have 

brought back a poem.  The children 

are also asked to cook jam tarts 

(age 11 and under) or seeded bread 

rolls (12 – 16). 

We hope to see you all at our 

Centenary Show on 29th August, 

and before that on 9th May for our 

“Dig for Victory” D-Day weekend 

giant plant sale.  P.S. Venue and 

form to be decided. 

Kate Ford 

01730 262890 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

WHO IS CHRISTOPHER CASH?   

I have often been asked who 

designed the wonderful S which 

appears on the Flower Show 

schedules, children’s prize 

envelopes and other Flower Show 

paperwork. I used to say confidently 

that it was Douglas Snelgar, as I was 

told twenty years ago by An 

Authority, but Authority was wrong 

(although it is very much the sort of 

thing Douglas might have done).  An 

extract from the minutes of the 

Flower Show AGM in October 1974 

reads “Mr Christopher Cash to 

design a new front cover”, and in the 

minutes of a meeting on 26 June 

1975 we find “It was agreed … to 

send Mr Christopher Cash a letter of 

thanks for designing the cover.”  So 

who was (or is?) Christopher Cash? 

In this, the show’s centenary year, 

we would very much like to know. 

Kate Ford (Show Secretary) 

01730 262890 

 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

With torrential rain beating down 

and the garden under water, it 

seems ludicrous to be thinking 

about the Flower Show, but in five 

months’ time we will be holding our 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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CHURCH ROAD LAND AND OPEN 

SPACE DROP IN SESSIONS 

A reminder that a copy of the Parish 

Council’s perspective on the Church 

Road Land and answers to 

questions we have been asked at 

meetings can be found on our 

website. We would encourage 

residents to view the site for 

accurate and factual information. If 

you do not have access to the 

internet, copies of the information 

can also be found in the telephone 

box by the Village Hall.  

The Parish Council were planning on 

running drop in sessions so that you 

could share your views and ideas on 

what you would like to see on the 

20% open space in Church Road 

with the Parish Council. Regretfully, 

due to the current health concerns, 

we do not feel it would be 

appropriate to hold these sessions 

and instead would encourage you to 

email Jenny Martin or Jenny 

Hollington at jenny.martin@steep-

pc.gov.uk or jenny.hollington@steep-

pc.gov.uk with your suggestions. We 

do very much want to hear your 

suggestions and will be running the 

drop in sessions once we feel it 

would be appropriate to do so.  

TREE WARDEN 

Steep Parish Council has appointed 

a new Tree Warden to be a contact 

and support for all things tree 

related in our parish. If you have any 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE  (Prepared on 17 March 2020) 

STEEP SUPPORT NETWORK  

With the current concerns about 

coronavirus, if any Steep resident 

needs help during the coming 

months because of illness or self-

isolation, there is a willing group of 

volunteers to help with things such 

as shopping, medicine collection, 

dog walking and so on.  Please 

don’t struggle on your own!   

To volunteer or if you would wel-

come help, please get in touch with 

Ciara Macdonald 

 By email  

steepvolunteers@gmail.com 

By phone 01730 268615 

mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:steepvolunteers@gmail.com
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between 1st March and 1st June 

and accordingly Steep Parish Council 

have pencilled in 7.00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, 19th May for this to take 

place.   However, in view of recent 

Government advice re. social 

distancing, we have not progressed 

our plan for a speaker on the 

night.  We will up-date the P.C. 

website (www.steep-pc.gov.uk) and 

the May edition of the Newsletter for 

more information closer to the time.  

Kate Ashfield 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

concerns about trees, Simon 

Hawkes can be contacted via email 

on steeptreewarden@gmail.com.  

Thank you to Simon for volunteering 

and being a very valuable support 

to our village.   

TREE MAINTENANCE ON THE STEEP 

COMMON 

The Parish Council is required to 

carry out some tree maintenance 

on Steep Common in the coming 

weeks to make safe Ash trees that 

are suffering from Ash Dieback. Any 

trees that are required to be felled 

will be replaced with new trees and 

appropriate licences and 

permissions will be sought. We will 

carry out the work with the least 

amount of disruption as possible, 

but please bear in mind that we 

may be required to close some 

footpaths for safety reasons. 

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

Parish Councils are legally required 

to hold an Annual Parish Assembly 

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
mailto:steeptreewarden@gmail.com
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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is an old one. Mrs Elisabeth 

Foulston Clerk to Stroud Parish 

Council can now be contacted on 

email clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk 

Speedwatch  

Stroud still needs more volunteers 

to join the Speedwatch team. If you 

can spare the odd hour now and 

then or simply want to find out more 

please contact Carl Foulston at 

carlfoulston@aol.com. 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL AND 

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION UPDATE 

Planning of activities relating to the 

opening of the Village Hall are 

currently on hold owing to the 

impact of Covid-19 and a delay of at 

least one month in the handover of 

the Hall to the trustees. 

For a variety of reasons, the Hall will 

now not be handed over before the 

end of April at the earliest and there 

will be an update in next month’s 

newsletter. 

In the meantime, the trustees have 

appointed Joanne (Jo) Sweet as the 

new Village Hall Manager following a 

selection process that involved 

interviewing four strong applicants. 

Jo started work on 16 March and 

her first tasks will be to work on 

developing the website, the booking 

strategy for hirers and the plethora 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL – 

meetings subject to change due to 

restrictions relating to the impact of 

Covid-19 

The next full meeting of Stroud 

Parish Council will take place on 

Tuesday 12 May in Langrish School 

Hall, starting at 7.30 pm. Members 

of the public are welcome to attend 

and a copy of the Agenda is usually 

available on the Parish Council 

website three working days before 

the meeting date. 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

The Stroud Annual Parish Meeting is 

currently scheduled to be held on 

Tuesday the 28th of April at 7.30pm 

at Langrish Primary School. This 

year we will have PCSO John Payne 

and Robert Mocatta who will be our 

speakers. John will be discussing 

police work and Robert will talk 

about Stroud in Victorian times. We 

hope these will be of interest to the 

community. Also there will be the 

usual update from the parish 

council on its activities over the last 

year. As always more information is 

available on our website  

https://stroud-pc.gov.uk/   

Email address 

Stroud Parish Clerk Contact details 

– Please note that the email 

address in last month’s newsletter 

STROUD UPDATE FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER 

about:blank
about:blank
https://stroud-pc.gov.uk/
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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of policies and procedures that are 

required these days. 

At the same time the trustees are 

pushing on, with Jo, to purchase the 

fixtures and fittings required to 

deliver a village hall that the 

community can be proud of. In that 

respect various grant applications 

have been submitted and so far the 

trustees have been offered funding 

from our EHDC (Robert Mocatta) 

and HCC (Russell Oppenheimer) 

councillors and also from the HCC 

Community and Recreation Fund.  

Support will also be forthcoming 

from Stroud Parish Council and the 

trustees would like to extend their 

thanks to everyone who is 

supporting this important 

community project. 

STROUD QUIZ 2020 

What a fantastic turnout for the 

2020 Stroud Quiz Night – 86 

attendees who enjoyed(!) six rounds 

of varied quiz questions and an 

excellent Fish and Chip supper from 

Mother Kelly’s in Petersfield. Twelve 

teams took part comprising 

residents new, old and ‘borrowed’ 

and at the end there were only three 

points between the first and third 

places. Many thanks to Catherine and 

Anna for organising it, to Charlie for 

running the bar, and to Jeremy for 

being the firm-but-fair quiz master.  

It was especially great to see some 

of our new village residents taking 

part and to be able to welcome 

them to the village. This should be 

the last quiz to take place in 

Langrish School and the organisers 

would like to formally record their 

thanks to the School teams who 

have assisted in the running of 

these quizzes over at least the last 

ten years. Keep an eye out for the 

next one, which will be in our new 

village hall! 

Jeremy Mitchell 

 
BAD TIMES NEED GOOD NEIGHBOURS 

If you need any help with delivering 

supplies, picking up prescriptions, 

walking the dog or having a  

friendly chat please call 

07739534475 - Jo 

07792220749 - Lynda 

We are Stroud residents and have 

a WhatsApp group. If you need  

help or can offer it, just message 

and we will add you to the group. 

lyndahooper@yahoo.co.uk 

all.smiles@icloud.com 
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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This CD has been produced by Chris 

Brown (who also produced the CD 

‘fast beat my Heart’ in 2008 

featuring Edward Thomas and family 

at Steep). 

The contents are mainly the songs 

of Davy Goodchild and new 

recordings of the songs of Annie 

May Dodd and her brother Jack 

Oakley as sung in 1965. These are 

folk songs picked up from Harrow 

customers, many of them with 

variants from published versions 

and unique as they stand: so all can 

be classified as folk songs from 

Steep. 

The scope is broadened with two 

pieces connected with Edward 

Thomas. Two American singers stay 

with Chris Brown and visit The 

Harrow as and when their annual 

touring in UK permits and he wanted 

them to represent the international 

aspect of the appeal of the place. 

(Annie May said she never went on 

holiday as sooner or later "the whole 

world comes to The Harrow".) What 

better for them to sing than the 

American song DH Lawrence sang 

and Eleanor Farjeon learned from 

him and Edward Thomas from her 

(and he wrote that the tune had got 

stuck in his mind) so it was being 

sung in Steep in 1915: as referred 

to in  'The Last Four Years' letters 

compiled by Eleanor Farjeon. Chris 

found 4 of the 6 verses Lawrence 

knew and added 2 more from the 

researches of Alan Lomax to 

complete the narrative. 

Also in 1915, Edward Thomas 

concluded a letter saying that Mr 

Dodd was singing 'Glorious Beer', 

that was Thomas Dodd living with 

his family at 1 Yew Tree cottages. 

'Glorious Beer' was a music-halls 

song and I found a recording copied 

from an 1899 wax cylinder. Thomas 

Dodds’ younger brother was Arthur 

(married to Annie May and Harrow 

landlord from 1932) who is 

remembered as singing music-hall 

songs in the pub and would certainly 

have known this one. So Chorus-Verse

- Chorus of it has been recorded. 

THE HARROW CD – ‘A LITTLE PIECE OF HARROW FOLK HISTORY’ 

Nisa with her uncle Jack Oakley 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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The CD has been produced with no 

production, design or performers 

costs or expenses at all, the only 

costs being for the manufacture, 

and all profits will go to the charities 

The Harrow supports - Macmillan 

Support and The Rosemary 

Foundation. It costs £10 per copy 

and is available from The Harrow. 

Thank you, Fran, for the quote at the 

top of this article, I rather like it.  

Jeremy Mitchell 

LOCAL MAPS 

Have you ever noticed the 

maddening way local maps always 

feature Steep (and Stroud) in their 

extreme corners? This makes it 

necessary to have at least four of 

them to get decent coverage of our 

patch, and may also explain, at least 

partly, why I have cupboards full of maps. 

Early ones are a particular delight; 

some things don't change but 

houses and of course motorways 

proliferate and although contours 

remain largely unchanged, they 

have gone metric to confuse one. 

The detail available is quite 

wonderful with, for example, 

different symbols for churches with 

spires and with towers. East 

Hampshire seems particularly 

blessed with "pits" although whether 

they are clay pits, sand pits, chalk 

pits, lime pits or just for burying 

bodies is unclear - I had always 

rather hoped they were doodle-bug 

craters! Steep alone has 36 public 

footpaths and the Parish Council 

had them all walked annually by a 

gentleman aptly named Mr Walker 

to ensure they were kept open. I 

wonder what happened to him! 

During the war we were instruct-

ed to lock away maps that might be 

helpful to invading forces and my 

parents certainly handed theirs over 

to the home guard. Village ponds 

were also filled in to confuse the 

navigators of enemy aircraft. 

It is claimed that all O.S. 

maps contain a deliberate minor 

error known only to the compilers. 

This is to detect breaches of 

copyright and may explain why there 

is a swimming pool at the end of 

your garden or a misspelt street 

name. A minor inconvenience 

compared with that wretched lady 

on the Satnav who once took me 

halfway round South East 

Devonshire to see the last ferry of 

the day departing for Dartmouth! 

Among my favourite maps I treasure 

a local geological map which shows 

the knickerbocker glory of our region 

and explains why some things only 

grow on one side of the road. I also 

have a jigsaw with my postcode 

bang in the middle. 

Rollo Wicksteed 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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LENT 

Susie led us in an insightful service 

on March 1st. There was a bountiful 

array of cupcakes and cake as we 

entered the church and Susie used 

this in her address. A child was 

selected to stand at the front with 

two covered dishes in front of her. 

When removed there was a plain 

fairy cake on one dish and a very 

elaborate cupcake decorated with a 

unicorn motive on the other. On one 

side Sharon Pocock advised her to 

choose the plain cake, whilst 

Richard Openshaw recommended 

the fancy cupcake. Of course, she 

chose to follow her mother’s advice. 

Susie pointed out that Lent, whilst 

associated with giving up things can 

also be a time when we take up an 

activity that builds on our faith and 

recommended the Lent course she 

was running with Sue Jones. 

STEEP DROP IN ON 6TH MARCH 

People arriving for the Steep Drop In 

were surprised to see a table laid 

out with fine china in the side 

chapel. This was for a wake later 

that day. We met as usual in the 

vestry extension with Tamsin 

pouring out the coffee. The door 

between the extension and the 

vestry was opened to create more 

space and as we left the caterers 

were preparing food in the vestry 

itself. Tamsin offered the biscuits 

left over from the Drop In to the 

workers. This showed how with a 

little bit of ingenuity two very 

different activities could be 

accommodated. 

Parish Communion on 8th March 

At this service John explained the 

latest recommendation from the 

Diocese on taking communion. We 

were offered the bread and wine but 

were asked not to dip the wafer in 

the common cup. At subsequent 

communion services in the Benefice 

communion is only being offered in 

one kind. John also asked us not to 

shake hands at the Peace but to 

greet each other with meaningful 

glances. Several people were using 

the Namaste greeting with two 

palms together and a bow. After 

such solemn reminders of our need 

to be vigilant against disease it was 

a pleasure to admire the wind 

spinners made by the children in 

Sunday school. 

RETURN OF THE ORGAN 

The congregation and especially 

Gerald our organist have been very 

 CHURCH NEWS 



22 

 

  

 

PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 
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FROM THE REGISTER 

BURIALS  

Johanna Annemarie Scheltema.    

    Aged 87 - Service on 25 February  

Theresa Agnes Beatrice Wright  

    Aged 94 - Service on 4th March 

CORONAVIRUS DOESN’T STOP 

US PRAYING 

During this period when public 

worship is suspended in our 

churches, Holy Communion will 

continue to be celebrated on 

Sundays by our clergy, and Prayers 

will be said on Wednesdays in one of 

the churches. Everyone who can is 

invited to join in at home with their 

own prayers at these times:  TenAM  

on Sundays and FivePM on 

Wednesdays. It will be a different 

style of worship in the parishes for a 

time in which everyone of us can 

contribute to God's praise whether 

at home, in church, or, for some,  

at work.  

pleased to welcome back our organ 

from its restoration on the Isle of 

Wight. Gerald showed us after the 

service that some of the stops were 

not fully functioning and we know 

that it will be weeks before the 

pipes settle and readjust to the 

atmosphere in the church. We are 

particularly grateful to Anthony 

Littlejohn who headed up the group 

dealing with the restoration. A 

special concert is being planned for 

later in the year to mark its return. 

PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN 

AGAINST THE CORONAVIRUS. 

The National Church has decided 

that no public services will be held 

for the foreseeable future until it is 

safe for people to gather again. 

Funerals and weddings will take 

place but with only essential people 

present. Steep church will be open 

in daylight hours for private prayer. 

CANCELLATION OF THE  

EDWARD THOMAS AGM - 

NEW DATE 

The Edward Thomas  walk and AGM 

has been changed to Sunday 4th 

October . 
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

In light of the Government guidance around non-essential contact, the 

Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice 

that public worship is suspended until further notice.  

The churches will be open when possible but with no public worship services 

taking place. Prayers will be said by the clergy on behalf of everyone. 

STEEP - Every Thursday evening we will continue with a half hour of Silent 

Prayer 6.30pm. We spread out around the church to avoid contact. There will 

be no communion service after. Please do join us. 

Despite the present 

need to avoid large 

groups, and therefore 

the cancellation of 

many services in the 

area, the churches of 

Petersfield area 

Churches Together 

(PACT), would like to 

wish you a  very happy 

and blessed Easter. 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

