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In Charles Dickens’ ever popular story, ‘The Christmas Carol’, (1843), the 

Ghost of Christmas Present takes Ebenezer Scrooge to the Cratchit family. 

There Scrooge witnesses the love they have for young Tiny Tim, whose health 

is poor. The Ghost offers a solemn warning:  "I see a vacant seat in the poor 

chimney corner, and a crutch without an owner, carefully preserved. If these 

shadows remain unaltered by the future, the child will die."  

Dickens used Tiny Tim to represent the impoverished population of Victorian 

England, in the throes of rapid industrialisation and gross inequalities of 

income. If nothing were done to build a fairer society, many would die. That 

message remains as bitingly relevant today as it was in the 1850s. It also 

works on other levels since the Empty Chair is often present for many people 

at Christmas. 

There is the memory of those who once were with us but are no longer; 

parents and family members who were key figures in a hub of relationships, 

but who now leave a space at the hearthside.  Their loss can be poignant. It’s 

not a surprise that Blue Christmas services focus on these aspects of 

Christmas. 

There is the empty chair caused by the loss of childhood faith. Thomas Hardy, 

in his poem ‘The Oxen’, pictures the animals of the nativity around the crib, 

kneeling in adoration. It ends with the sadness of loss:  

Yet, I feel 

If someone said on Christmas Eve 

‘’Come; see the oxen kneel“ 

In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 

Our childhood used to know,” 

I should go with him in the gloom, 

Hoping it might be so. 

There is also the Empty Chair which reminds us of what we were in our earlier 

selves, when we were different people, with different outlooks and maybe 

less cynical and yet untroubled by the passing of the years. All of us have 

been visited by a Ghost of Christmas Past.   

Yet Dickens’ story is ultimately one of hope and a spur to action: to make life 

LETTER FROM THE VICAR 
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25 YEARS AGO 

DING DONG! MERRILY ON HIGH 

Mostly merrily, as at Christmas, but sometimes in sadness, as on Remembrance 

Sunday. Then, the bells at Steep were muffled. Each bell had leather strapped to 

one side of its clapper, so every joyful note was echoed in sorrow. 

 How many bells pealing from All Saints’ steeple? Six, at most: and five 

of those have done so since 1745, when Bonny Prince Charlie was trying for the 

last time to win back the Crown for Stuarts. You can count the bells easily when 

their order is changing but the Tenor, with the lowest note, is always last. It is 

not so easy to count them when all six keep changing places. 

 But perhaps you are counting and hear only five bells; or only four; or 

only . . . ! Why so few? Could it be because YOU’RE not ringing? 

Me! . . .’  ‘Up all those steps!’ . . . ‘AND down again . . . ‘WHAT! Start at MY 

age??!’ . . . ‘I’m afraid I’d never have the time.’ 

 Well,  - come and see. 

 Any Tuesday, from 7.45 to 8.45pm in All Saints’ Tower. 

Andrew Routh 

Well 25 years on it is still the same so why not phone Hugh Routh (son of the 

above) on 267237? 

better as far as we can, to consider the needs of others, and to live in 

relationships which nurture positive values. Tiny Tim does not die. Scrooge is 

saved from himself. He celebrates with Bob Cratchit the rebirth which the 

Christmas message offers. Most of all, he finds again the innocence and joy 

which he thought were buried beneath his years of sourness and cynicism.  

Blessings and good wishes for the coming festival of Christmas,  

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 2nd December and 

Monday 13th January in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

FREE TRAINING EVENT 

Saturday, 7th 

December in 

Steep Village Hall 

- 11.00-1.00. 

Learn how to use 

our new 

community 

accessible defibrillator in 

conjunction with Saving Lives  

Together. 
STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
10am Tues 10th December Island 

House Part II – The Fitton family, 

subsequent occupants and the 

building of Island estate. 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Second Monday of the month in 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 12th 

December.  Christmas Lunch - 

Dunhill Barn at 12.30pm.  Meet at 

Steep Village Hall at 12.15pm to car

-share. 

Thursday 9th January “A Winter 

Warm-Up” - songs and tea at Janet 

Smith’s, Reservoir Lane - 2pm. 

Thursday 23rd January “What’s it 

Worth?” - Susan Orringe at Celia 

Storey’s, Church Road- 2pm. 

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
12 December - Christmas Lunch - 

Apply to Susan for details. 

16 January - The Miracle Flower – 

from Flanders to The Tower (Jeremy 

Prescott) 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
On 13 December the film will 

be Love Actually. We'll serve the 

mince pies and mulled wine; you 

wear your Xmas jumpers. 

Friday, 10th January, 7.30 p.m. for 

8.00 p.m. start -  Official Secrets 

tells the gripping story of Katharine 

Gun (Keira Knightley), a British 

intelligence specialist whose job 

involves routine handling of 

classified information. One day in 

2003, in the lead up to the Iraq War, 

Gun receives a memo from the NSA 

with a shocking directive: the United 

 DIARY DATES 
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COPY FOR THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 15th January 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

States is enlisting Britain's help in 

collecting compromising 

information on United Nations 

Security Council members in order 

to blackmail them into voting in 

favour of an invasion of Iraq. 

Unable to stand by and watch the 

world be rushed into an illegal war, 

Gun makes the gut-wrenching 

decision to defy her government 

and leak the memo to the press. 

Friday, 24th January (Burns Night 

Themed) 7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m.  

Mary Queen of Scots explores the 

turbulent life of the 

charismatic Mary Stuart. Queen of 

France at 16 and widowed at 18, 

Mary defies pressure to remarry. 

Instead, she returns to her native 

Scotland to reclaim her rightful 

throne. But Scotland and England 

fall under the rule of the 

compelling Elizabeth I. Each young 

Queen beholds her "sister" in fear 

and fascination. 

 Trailers can be viewed via the 

website: steepfilmsociety.org.uk 

THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS 
Saturday, 14th December 7.30 pm 

at Bedales School  

Now in its 6th sensational year, The 

Magic of Christmas promises a 

sparkling line up of the best of 

Christmas music, alongside songs 

from the stage and big screen, 

performed by the 50 strong 

Emsworth Concert Band.  

The event is in aid of three local 

charities – Petersfield Mayor’s 

chosen charity for the year, The 

Rosemary Foundation ‘Hospice at 

Home’ charity, Home-Start Butser – 

helping families in crisis, and the 

fund for the rebuilding of Nyewood 

Village Hall.  

Tickets, which include an interval 

drink, are available at £12.50 in 

advance (£15 on the door) from One 

Tree Books in Lavant Street, 

Petersfield, on-line 

from www.eventbrite.com or call  

Jo Bennett – 01730 821026.  

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
http://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/
http://www.eventbrite.com/
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The Teams had the opportunity to 

play a joker on their strong subjects, 

meaning that they could score dou-

ble points.  It was difficult to guess 

at any stage which team was going 

to win. In fact, it was a very close 

run thing with all teams scorning 

points very close to one another. 

The Little Ashford All Stars and the 

Young Ones came joint third with 73 

points; the Frantastics came second 

with the 76 points; and the Californi-

an Dreamers came first with a score 

of 78 points 

Quizmaster David Kidd presenting the 

coveted trophy to Susan Handley, 

Captain of The California Dreamers 

with Carole Kidd (scorer) looking on. 

It was particularly warming to see so 

many sections of the community, 

both young and old, coming together 

for such a fun- filled evening. 

Trevor Hines 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
“Fantastic!” 

“What a superb evening 

we’ve just had” 

“Please repeat next year” 

These were just some of the com-

ments about the Third Friends of 

Steep Church (FOSC)Trivia Quiz held 

in a packed village hall on Friday 

19th October 2019. Quizmaster Da-

vid Kidd, ably assisted by his wife 

Carole who kept the scores, put 

eleven teams through their paces.  

Themed rounds on a wide range of 

topics tested the breadth and depth 

of the players’ knowledge. A deli-

cious fish and chip supper, mid-play, 

provided the necessary sustenance 

to keep the brain cells ticking-over. 

“Spot that tune”. Contestants trying 

to recall the name of a popular  

musical score.  
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL   

NOVEMBER NEWS UP-DATE 

Following the Parish Council Meeting 

held in Steep Marsh in October, the 

Parish Council are working to resolve 

several issues raised at the meeting, 

including replacement bollards and 

improvements to the passing places 

in the narrow lanes.  Enhancements 

to existing features in the hamlet are 

also being considered including an 

up-grade of the current bench and a 

new noticeboard.  A resident of the 

hamlet has also very kindly offered 

to create a “littlefreelibrary” from the 

old noticeboard.    

Users of the C18 may have noticed 

the SLR (speed limit reminder) sign 

as you approach Steep from Peters-

field.  This is on loan from EHDC and 

Steep P.C. look forward to receiving 

activation data with interest. 

As I’m sure many Steep residents 

will have noticed, the bench on 

Steep Common has been repaired!   

Steep P.C. is extremely grateful to 

Adrian Hill who carried out this work 

for us completely free of charge!   

And, talking of benches, the Hamp-

shire Monday Group, a group of lo-

cal, well trained and experienced 

volunteers, have installed a new 

bench at Lutcombe Pond and 

cleared the area around it to enable 

the view to be enjoyed.  In addition, 

maintenance and vegetation clear-

ance on Byway 32 has been under-

taken to help alleviate the challeng-

es posed to users by the recent 

weather conditions. 

Armistice Day fell on a beautiful, 

sunny, autumn morning and some 

35 villagers gathered to commemo-

rate the occasion and remember 

those who gave their lives in war 

time.  The War Memorial looked at 

its beautiful best, having been so 

well tended over the past few 

months by Tony and Suzanne 

Knight.   Our thanks go to all who 

took part – Jamie, the young bugler 

from Bedales, Stuart Farquharson-

Roberts for the reading and the chil-

dren from Steep School who scat-

tered the rose petals.  It really was a 

coming together of all ages.  The 

service was followed by coffee and 

cake at the Village Hall afterwards.  

Jenny Hollington 

Clerk, Steep P.C. 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  

HAMPSHIRE 2050 COMMISSION 

ISSUES FINAL REPORT 

Hampshire County Council has unan-

imously endorsed the findings and 

conclusions of the Commission of 

Inquiry - Vision for Hampshire 2050. 

The Independent Commissioners, 

drawn from a range of backgrounds, 

identified Climate Change as the key 

driver for change in Hampshire. The 

Commission’s conclusions therefore 

provide a timely endorsement of the 

County Council’s decision to declare 

a climate emergency earlier this 

summer. 

The Commission also made a num-

ber of interesting recommendations 

around the changing economy, the 

changing environment and advances 

in technology. 

HCC CHANGES TO LIBRARY SERVICE 

Due to the £80m funding gap and 

the need to prioritise care for chil-

dren and the elderly, HCC has to find 

£2.5m of savings from its Recrea-

tion and Heritage budget. A signifi-

cant part of the savings proposals 

(£1.7m) relates to library services.  

This represents 16% of the overall 

budget for the service, but still 

means that a budget of around £10 

million would remain for library ser-

vices.  

This will require different ways of 

providing the libraries services which 

may mean reductions in opening 

hours, closures or relocations along-

side a range of efficiency measures 

and a drive to maximise income 

through events and room hire. At 

this stage, the proposals do not in-

clude detailed plans for any specific 

library – these plans will come later as 

part of a public consultation and en-

gagement with our local communities. 

Where libraries are scheduled for 

closure, the local community will be 

invited to take over the library and 

run it as a book exchange staffed by 

volunteers. 

PROPOSALS TO CHARGE FOR NON-

HOUSEHOLD WASTE WOOD 

At present, it is free to dispose of 

household waste at the Hampshire 

recycling centres, but non-household 

waste such as rubble and plaster-

board is chargeable. In 2020 it is 

proposed also to charge customers 

to dispose of non-household wood 

waste such as fence panels, sheds 

and window frames. It is estimated 

that this measure will raise an extra 

£1m of revenue per annum across 

Hampshire which will help to plug 

the funding gap and keep the cen-

tres open. The proposal has not yet 

been endorsed by County Council 

and, if it is, it will then be subject to 

consultation.  
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GLOVER REVIEW INTO DESIGNATED 

LANDSCAPES IS PUBLISHED 

The Review of Designated Land-

scapes chaired by Julian Glover has 

issued its report and recommenda-

tions to HM Government. The Review 

was set up last year by Michael Gove 

MP when he was Environment Secre-

tary. The central proposal is the cre-

ation of a “National Landscapes Ser-

vice” incorporating all 10 National 

Parks and the AONBs too. If accept-

ed, this recommendation will have 

big implications for the South Downs 

National Park. 

The review has a welcome focus on 

the role National Parks can play in 

improving the health and wellbeing 

of the nation. I was interested in the 

recommendation that a new Nation-

al Landscapes Housing Association 

should be created to build affordable 

homes in National Parks. The review 

also proposes an overhaul of govern-

ance with smaller boards of 9-12 

people. I include here below a link to 

a Summary of the Review’s Findings: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/

publications/designated-landscapes-

national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-

review/landscapes-review-summary-

of-findings. 

Russell Oppenheimer - 624310 

CHANGES AFOOT FOR PROJECT IN-

TEGRA (RECYCLING) 

In the 1990s, Project Integra was 

established as the framework for 

recycling in Hampshire. As a result 

of Government policy changes and 

financial pressures, HCC is seeking 

to update that framework. Subsidies 

paid by HCC to District Councils in-

cluding EHDC will cease by April 

2021. The Government’s emerging 

Waste Strategy will, to a large ex-

tent, dictate the nature of the new 

framework. At this stage it looks 

likely that the Government will man-

date food collection and kerbside 

separation of recycling which would 

both have implications for Hamp-

shire.  The County Council believes 

that by working closely together with 

Districts and Boroughs there are 

opportunities to achieve savings as 

well as reduce the climate impacts 

associated with the collection and 

resale of recycling products. 

Based on my inbox, it seems to me 

that there is widespread public sup-

port for an improved and harmo-

nised recycling system. I am increas-

ingly optimistic that this will happen 

over the coming years. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review/landscapes-review-summary-of-findings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review/landscapes-review-summary-of-findings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review/landscapes-review-summary-of-findings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review/landscapes-review-summary-of-findings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-landscapes-national-parks-and-aonbs-2018-review/landscapes-review-summary-of-findings
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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new website. It has been up and 

running for a few months now but 

we would like to know what you find 

useful or what we could do to make 

it better. The website is available via 

desktop or mobile versions. Please 

email your comments to 

clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk. Also just a 

reminder that council agendas and 

minutes are published on our 

website so please visit www.stroud-

pc.gov.uk 

RECREATION GROUND 

The council has agreed to improve 

the pedestrian access to the  

recreation ground using funds from 

the Community Infrastructure Levy 

money received from South Downs 

National Park Authority. Final plans 

are being agreed with the 

landowners and will be published 

shortly. 

BUDGET 2020/21 

The Council started to discuss the 

projects for completion next year. 

Improvements include the purchase 

of Vehicle Activated Signs and the 

purchase of recreation ground 

equipment. A budget is to be agreed 

at the next Council meeting which is 

to be held on Tuesday the 14th of 

January 2020.  

SPEEDWATCH  

Stroud still needs more volunteers 

to join the Speedwatch team. If you 

STROUD PC  REPORT 

BUS SHELTER 

As residents of Stroud and 

surrounding villages you                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

have probably seen at the Eastern 

end of our village that we now have 

a new beautiful wooden bus shelter 

on the A272. In order that the 

structure lasts into the future we 

ask that in the first instance 

permission to pin adverts on the 

notice board inside the shelter is 

obtained from our Parish Clerk Liz 

Foulston using her parish email 

clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk 

Adverts not receiving permission will 

be removed. The practice of 

screwing advertisements to the 

outside of the structure is not 

permitted as this has a detrimental 

effect on the structure. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Councillors and Village Hall 

Committee members were invited to 

view the new village hall, now that 

construction has started. The visit 

took place on the 1st of November. 

We were all really pleased with the 

size of the building and it was great 

to see it taking shape after years 

without a village hall. Some of the 

homes are now occupied so we would 

like to welcome our new villagers.  

WEBSITE 

We would really appreciate 

feedback and comments about our 

mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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 can spare the odd hour now and 

then or simply want to find out more 

please contact Carl Foulston at 

carlfoulston@aol.com.   

2020 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The next full meeting of Stroud 

Parish Council will take place on 

Tuesday 14 January in Langrish 

School Hall, starting at 7.30 pm. 

Members of the public are welcome 

to attend and a copy of the Agenda 

is usually available on the Parish 

Council website three working days 

before the meeting date. 

Stroud Annual Quiz: The annual 

Stroud Quiz will be held on 28 

February 2020 at Langrish Primary 

School. Further details will follow in 

the February newsletter and on the 

Stroud Village Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/

stroud.hampshire). In due course 

details will also be available on the 

new Village website (currently under 

construction) - https://

stroudvillagehall.org/. 

Stroud Revels; The 2020 Stroud 

Revels will take place at 

Rothercombe Farm on Saturday 25 

July with the kind permission of the 

Snows. Further details will be 

available in a later edition of this 

newsletter or, in due course, by 

following the links above. 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL AND 

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION UPDATE 

Whilst building work continues 

apace, behind the scenes much 

planning and administrative work is 

taking place to provide Stroud with 

a Village Hall that everyone is proud 

of. The Social Committee, led by 

Nicola Lucas, has been formed and, 

as can be seen earlier, is already 

planning events for next year. A 

Management Committee, 

responsible for day to day 

management of the Hall, has also 

been set up and Jeremy Mitchell 

(stroudppg1@hotmail.com or 

01730 267214) would love to hear 

from anyone who would like to help 

on this committee. 

VILLAGE HALL SURVEY 

As Stroud residents will be aware, a 

‘Village Hall usage’ survey was 

delivered with last month’s 

newsletter. At the time of writing 49 

responses had been received, 

making 27% of the total issued. 

Although the time for the prize draw 

has passed, this is the chance for 

residents to say what they would, or 

would not, like to see in their village 

hall. If you haven’t returned your 

survey yet there is still time – there 

is no formal cut off – and if you 

would like a copy emailed to you 

please contact Jeremy Mitchell 

(stroudppg1@hotmail.com). 

mailto:carlfoulston@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/stroud.hampshire
https://www.facebook.com/stroud.hampshire
https://stroudvillagehall.org/
mailto:stroudppg1@hotmail.com
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

A GRAND WEDDING AT ISLAND, 

STEEP 1909 

The recent Steep History Group 

meeting heard about the beginnings 

of Island House, Steep. Mrs 

Georgemma Falconer purchased the 

land and had the house built 1903-

4. She employed Harry Inigo Triggs 

to design the gardens which 

contained a sunken rose garden, 

pergola, terraces, paths, and steps 

leading to an oval pool and bastion 

viewing platform.  

The gardens were further updated 

around 1909, possibly in 

preparation for the wedding of Mrs 

Falconer’s daughter Betty to Francis 

Elphinstone-Dalrymple, the son of a 

baronet. The wedding was a grand 

affair and held in St Peter’s, 

Petersfield, as the numbers were 

too great to be accommodated at 

Steep church. A reception at Island 

followed, in which guests no doubt 

wandered the beautiful gardens and 

admired the views. The evening 

before the wedding, Island House 

was thrown open for the villagers of 

Steep to come and admire a 

display of the wedding presents. 

They were hospitably entertained 

by Mrs Falconer. The next day many 

flocked to Petersfield. The Square 

was filled with carriages and motor 

cars bringing 200 to 300 guests. 

The locals crowded outside the 

church door, eager for glimpses of 

the happy couple.  

This story was just part of a much 

longer presentation about 

members of the Falconer and Le 

Breton families who lived at Island 

1904-1917. You can read more 

about Island House and its early 

occupants on our History of Steep 

website. www.historyofsteep.co.uk 

Fran Box  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
http://www.historyofsteep.co.uk
mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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 As term gets underway, HCC is 

launching a drive to recruit more 

school governors. We are appealing 

to everyone to support this 

recruitment drive by helping to 

spread the word. With 524 schools 

in the county, there are currently 

more than 6,000 governors 

supporting them. While many 

schools have a full quota of 

governors, others have up to three 

vacancies on their board. 

As all school Governors know, it can 

be incredibly rewarding to play a 

part in supporting a school to 

ensure that children and young 

people are getting the highest 

standard of education possible. 

Among many other responsibilities, 

governors are there to make sure 

that schools are making the best 

use of their finances and resources 

and that this is well managed. 

 Being a governor is also a great 

way to develop new and 

transferrable skills, benefitting 

individuals on both a personal, as 

well as a professional level. People 

volunteering to be governors do  

not have to have previous 

experience. All that is required is  

to be over 18, and to have 

enthusiasm, commitment and time. 

Full training for the role is available 

through Hampshire Governor 

Services at no cost to individual 

governors. For more information, 

visit the Hampshire Governor 

Services website, contact the 

Governor Services team on 02380 

814820 or 

email governors@hants.gov.uk 

  

HCC LAUNCHES SCHOOL GOVERNOR RECRUITMENT DRIVE 

In our own community, Langrish 

School has vacancies for more 

governors, especially non-parent 

governors. Steep School however 

has its full complement of 

governors. 

mailto:governors@hants.gov.uk
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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 CHURCH NEWS 
STROUD HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Stroud Church celebrated the Har-

vest on 20th October, splendidly 

decorated as usual for these occa-

sions. Food items and toiletries were 

later donated to the Petersfield Food 

Bank as were the items at all the 

harvest services within the Benefice. 

The congregation was offered re-

freshment after the service in hand-

some Polish china mugs. 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHT 
On 31st October Steep were privi-

leged to have two special visitors, 

Fern, the 

Tawny 

Owl and 

Nova, the 

Eagle 

Owl and 

their han-

dler Kev-

in from 

Hawking 

Around. 53 children enjoyed the 

hunt in the churchyard, gathering 

stamps from lit stations and learning 

about our night creatures. They then 

entered a dark church with their par-

ents and crept towards the altar. The 

lights were then switched on and 

Naomi Anson said a few words about 

God’s Dark and Light. There was an 

audible gasp when Nova spread her 

wings out five feet as she settled on 

her handler’s wrist. Many thanks to 

all who provided hot chocolate, 

marshmallows and cake afterwards. 

Thanks in particular to Naomi and 

her parents and to Tamsin for help-

ing lay on such a magical time. 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
Our Patronal Festival was held on 

November 3rd. John took as his 

theme food and eating it with 

friends. He pointed out that the com-

munion service had continued for 

almost two thousand years, when we 

remember God’s sacrifice as we 

gather together to share bread and 

wine. Following the talk there was a 

simple Communion service. As it was 

a TenAm service the children stayed 

in the service throughout, with some 

playing quietly in the side chapel, 

and the service started with coffee 

and refreshments. 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

Steep held its Service of Remem-

brance on the 10th November. There 

were plenty of medals worn but de-

spite our congregation’s connections 

with the Armed Services only Sub 

Lieutenant Rosie Mileham wore her 

naval uniform. It was Rosie who read 

out the names of the war dead  
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PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk
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Reassembly will take a few weeks 

and it will be a bonus if the organ is 

re-commissioned before Christmas. 

In reality, it is more likely to be ready 

in January. We had planned for the 

job to be finished by the end of 

November and I apologise for the 

delay; a little out of our control, it 

was largely caused by the loss in the 

middle of the project of a key 

member of Andrew’s staff, who has 

left the Island for work on the 

mainland. We think it right to 

support Andrew, proceed steadily, 

ensure the quality of the outcome, 

and look forward to January. We are, 

after all, hoping that this will keep 

the organ in good fettle for the next 

25 to 30 years. 

During the reinstallation, any 

disruption to Services and to our 

normal use of the church will be 

kept to a minimum and our thanks 

go to Gerald for soldiering on with 

the little organ. With John’s blessing, 

we plan to store some components 

in the vestry and it may be 

necessary to keep the church locked 

whilst it is not occupied during the 

rebuild period, to protect the 

individual organ parts which are 

fragile. Security will be paramount. 

Please give me a call if you would 

like any further information. 

Anthony Littlejohn 261993 

STEEP CHURCH ORGAN 

REFURBISHMENT – UPDATE 

We look forward to the reinstallation 

process starting, hopefully by the 

end of November. Later than we 

would have wished but 

nevertheless, positive news. 

A great deal of the detailed work 

has been finished, all done at 

Andrew Cooper’s workshop on the 

Isle of Wight; and during visits there 

we have seen the real 

craftsmanship which has gone into 

the individual pieces. The pipework 

overhaul has been completed, 

heavy duty electro-magnets have 

been fitted to the note actions, the 

soundboards have been 

overhauled, slider solenoids have 

been fitted to the soundboards, and 

more. But, there is still some work 

to finish, particularly some intricate 

wiring. 

before the Last Post was sounded. A 

full congregation remembered the sacri-

fice made by our Armed Forces and 

prayed for those presently serving. 

John led a short service on Remem-

brance Day itself at the war memori-

al in Steep. 

FROM THE REGISTER 

27th October Baptism of Felix  

Robert Partridge  

Amanda Greenlee 
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 
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 Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

 Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

 Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

 Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

 Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

 Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/
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