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At Steep church there is an Advent Crown with five candles. The details of 

these varies slightly in different traditions but the circular shape with a 

garland of evergreens represents eternity or eternal love. On the first Sunday 

of Advent the crown is lowered from a beam and one purple candle is lit. On 

the following three Sundays another purple candle is added until on 

Christmas Day the white one in the centre is also lit. Related to the nativity 

story the purple ones are the Prophecy Candle, the Bethlehem Candle, the 

Shepherds’ Candle and the Angelic Candle and symbolize hope, love, joy and 

peace. Connected to all of these is the central Christ Candle which 

symbolizes Christ as the Light of the World and is lit on Christmas Day.  

 Janet Smith 
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LETTER FROM THE VICAR 

 

“When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand 

to have the old man around. But when I got to twenty one, I was astonished 

at how much the old man had learned in seven years.” Mark Twain reputedly 

said this, but even if he wasn’t the source, it’s still a good quotation. Our view 

of people changes according to our growing experience. It’s true of books and 

stories, too. I struggled with Shakespeare’s plays when at school and thought 

them over-rated. Decades later, I reckon they have got better.  

Covid 19 and all we’re going through this year might change the way we 

approach the Bible story of the Nativity. A lot has changed in twelve months. 

I’ve fully indulged my vicar tendencies and coined an acronym for the change: 

VEM. What has changed is our sense of Vulnerability, our Expectations, and 

our increased awareness of Mortality. I knew my own expectations had 

changed on Saturday mornings in the recent lockdown when I found myself 

really looking forward to going for coffee with neighbours outside the village 

hall at Alma’s Pop-up bar. A coffee and a chat was the tonic we all needed. 

People, relationships and a sense of community are vital for our wellbeing 

and Covid-19 has reminded us of this.  

As for Vulnerability and Mortality, well, the stark national figures for infections 

and deaths are only too real. Personal and national plans have been 

disrupted; restrictions, privations and loss are the experience of many. The 

pre-Covid mantra that we can choose to do whatever we want in our lives now 

looks a little threadbare. Other realities have intervened.  

Apply the acronym to the Christian nativity and it resonates with VEM. The 

Christ child, wholly dependent on others to nurture him, turns expectations 

upside down on what the divine looks like. Mortality runs through the story 

like a silver thread, from the murderous impulse of Herod who has male 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

https://grhgraph.wordpress.com/2011/06/19/when-i-was-a-boy-of-14-my-father-was-so-ignorant-i-could-hardly-stand-to-have-the-old-man-around-but-when-i-got-to-21-i-was-astonished-at-how-much-the-old-man-had-learned-in-seven-years-mark-t/
https://grhgraph.wordpress.com/2011/06/19/when-i-was-a-boy-of-14-my-father-was-so-ignorant-i-could-hardly-stand-to-have-the-old-man-around-but-when-i-got-to-21-i-was-astonished-at-how-much-the-old-man-had-learned-in-seven-years-mark-t/
https://grhgraph.wordpress.com/2011/06/19/when-i-was-a-boy-of-14-my-father-was-so-ignorant-i-could-hardly-stand-to-have-the-old-man-around-but-when-i-got-to-21-i-was-astonished-at-how-much-the-old-man-had-learned-in-seven-years-mark-t/
https://grhgraph.wordpress.com/2011/06/19/when-i-was-a-boy-of-14-my-father-was-so-ignorant-i-could-hardly-stand-to-have-the-old-man-around-but-when-i-got-to-21-i-was-astonished-at-how-much-the-old-man-had-learned-in-seven-years-mark-t/
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children exterminated to protect his kingship through to the gifts presented 

by the wise men. These are reminders of the eventual death of the adult 

Jesus who participates in the cycle of birth, suffering, death and renewal.  

The Nativity can read like a tinsel story in the easy times of plenty; this 

Christmas it might ring true to our lived experience (and give us cause for 

hope, resilience and wonder.)  

With every blessing to you and your families,   

       John 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
What a colourful cover for the November issue of the newsletter – it really 

lifted the spirits – keep it up!  

Wasn’t Saturday 7 November delightful, with Alma’s pop-up cafe, take-away 

coffee, hot chocolate and food? I’ve supported Alma from her venture in 

Froxfield to my written recommendation to Steep Parish Council for her to 

come to Steep. 

It was all so enjoyable with people meeting together, food and drink to such a 

high standard, and busy from ten till four. We are so lucky to have Alma and 

her set-up. 

Jane Martin 

25 YEARS AGO 
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

The Parish Council meetings will be 

held on line for the time being.  See 

the village hall noticeboard or visit 

www.steep-pc.gov.uk  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
267784 or steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
Heather Maybury  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

 DIARY DATES 
Due to COVID-19 no physical  

meetings have been arranged.  

Details of regular village groups  

and their contacts are below. 

COPY FOR THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 20 January 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or Downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

FROXFIELD CHOIR  

Froxfield Choir delighted in being 

able to sing together once more in 

early September and we continued 

to meet weekly until 5 November in 

the beautiful setting of Privett 

Church.  The sound created was 

divine, helped undoubtedly by the 

glorious acoustic of the 

setting!  Strict social distancing 

measures were adhered to before, 

during and after our slightly shorter 

than usual rehearsal and we took 

pleasure in revisiting a few familiar 

pieces, Franck’s Panis Angelicus and 

Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus, as well 

as in learning some new ones, 

Palestrina’s Sicut Cervus and 

Mendelssohn’s Verleih uns 

Frieden.  It was just such a joy to 

sing together again.  How lucky we 

have been to have had the 

opportunity to do so when so many 

amateur choirs around the country 

have not. 

Part of our Lockdown2 plan is to 

record a shortened version of the 

traditional Service of Nine Lessons 

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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and Carols which is held annually on 

the Sunday before Christmas, as 

sadly this year we will not be 

congregating up the hill, huddled 

together in the freezing cold, under 

the spire of Privett Church.  For the 

first time this Christmas, you are 

invited to join Rev. Canon John 

Owen and Froxfield Choir online at 

6.30pm on Sunday 20 December 

via the Steep and Froxfield 

Churches YouTube channel https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCMXPTx8XhR5Tt8HNmAhGB3g or 

through the website 

www.steepfroxfield.com .  We still 

hope to be able to record in Privett 

Church itself if the ending of 

Lockdown2 allows, but if that is not 

to be, we intend to make an audio 

recording in the new tradition of 

Zoom!  We shall celebrate 

Christmas with the usual familiar 

and much loved carols and 

readings, and perhaps one or two 

new ones!  Until then keep safe and 

we’ll keep singing! 

Sarah Rush 

 Plastic Free Refillable Household  

Essentials.  
Products ranging from eggs, flour, 

pasta, rice, dried fruits and nuts 

and now fresh veg boxes too. 

Refillable eco cleaning and body care products, 

all delivered to you in plastic free packaging 

and recycled bottles.  

Delivering around Petersfield, Steep, Steep 

Marsh, Sheet, Stroud and surrounding villages. 

Also offering plastic free Christmas alterna-

tives. Food, bathroom and home gift hampers 

available, along with all general essentials 

including recyclable wrapping paper, plastic 

free tape and plantable Christmas cards.   

Order online for delivery or click and collect. 

www.Cookesrefills.co.uk   

Email hello@cookesrefills.co.uk  or contact 

Debbie 07748 007 409     

Reducing Plastic, 

Promoting Local!                  

Our opening times this year are 

Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd 

December, from 8 am - 7 pm, and  

Thursday 24th December, 8 am - 2 pm.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMXPTx8XhR5Tt8HNmAhGB3g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMXPTx8XhR5Tt8HNmAhGB3g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMXPTx8XhR5Tt8HNmAhGB3g
http://www.steepfroxfield.com/
mailto:hello@cookesrefills.co.uk
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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home made goodies. serving cakes, 

soups, quiches, coffees, teas, hot 

chocolates and more!  Social 

distancing and Covid measures are 

being observed throughout to keep 

everyone safe. Vegan and gluten-

free available. She’ll be there for 

villagers, walkers, cyclists and all 

who are out and about in Steep 

every Saturday 10 – 4pm (ex 5th 

Dec).  

Thank you Steep Parish Council and 

Village Hall Trustees for allowing this 

to happen initially until January 

2021. With enough support from all, 

let’s hope it may well be able to 

continue further into 2021 as well. 

In the midst of Lockdown 2 the 

ConservEATory Coffee Cart appeared 

in Steep at the Village Hall car park 

one Saturday morning. 

Run by an ex Steep School pupil 

named Alma, it seemed to be just 

the sort of entrepreneurial venture 

from a young person, that one 

wanted to support in the present 

economic climate. Word soon 

spread, Steep residents appeared 

and stood at the required social 

distance while queuing for their 

takeaways. The coffee, cake and 

other refreshments on offer were 

very good! 

Alma uses as much organic and 

local ingredients as possible in her 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
THE CONSERVEATORY – THE STEEP COFFEE CART 

by Fran Box 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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ANDREW ROUTH 1924 -2020 

by Rollo Wicksteed 

Andrew was 96 when he died in 

October and had lived in Steep for 

59 years. He was a highly regarded 

and active member of All Saints’ 

Church, serving as a Church Warden 

and member of the PCC for many 

years.  Many will remember him for 

his voluntary care work; his 

organising of the Steep Barn Dances 

and for his 'Songs of Praise' 

services; others his enthusiasm for 

bell ringing. 

On leaving school Andrew went to 

Oxford to read Classics, and at his 

funeral John testified to his mastery 

of Greek. However, he later switched 

to Natural Sciences which led him to 

Bedales where he taught Biology for 

nearly thirty years, encouraging a 

special interest in the diversity of 

the local environment. 

While at Oxford Andrew joined the 

RAFVR and learned to fly Tiger 

Moths, eventually earning his 

‘Wings’. At his funeral we heard 

from an old colleague of feats of 

derring-do of which Biggles would 

have been proud!  This was a side of 

Andrew that would have surprised 

many of his admirers. 

He was a remarkable and lovely 

man, remembered with affection by 

all who knew him. Our sympathies 

go to Hugh, Emma, the 

grandchildren and the growing band 

of great grandchildren he leaves 

behind. 

FRIENDS OF STEEP CHURCH – a 

new chair and the prospect of carols..... 

We are delighted to announce that 

Rear Admiral John Trewby has been 

appointed as the new chair of the 

Friends. John is a long-term resident 

of the area with strong personal 

connections to Steep Church. In 

accepting the role, John said he felt 

very honoured to take over the 

chairmanship and expressed his 

thanks to Peter Cruttenden for nobly 

filling the role of acting chairman for 

the last two years. 

Friends of Steep Church is now in its 

fifth year of existence and its 

subscribing membership continues 

to grow steadily. Membership 

application forms can be obtained 

from David Erskine-Hill  

davidjehill@gmail.com . We are 

actively planning for a return to 

normality in 2021 and are looking 

for additional members of our 

executive committee of trustees, 

with fund-raising expertise particularly 

welcome. 

We are hoping to stage a virtual 

carol service on Tuesday 15 

December. Please watch the notice 

boards for more information. 

mailto:davidjehill@gmail.com
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE ROYAL 

BRITISH LEGION 

Thank you to everyone who support-

ed our fundraising effort by buying 

posies, plants, and roses in aid of 

the Royal British Legion at the little 

plant stall at Stroud Church in Ridge 

Common Lane for Remembrance 

Day. 

 

We are absolutely thrilled to say that 

we raised £160. 

Olivia, Hilary, and Jenny 

 

 

 

This year it is especially important 

that we stay warm and safe at 

home. The Citizens Advice is part of 

a campaign to make sure that you 

are not paying too much for your 

energy and have all the information 

you need to keep warm this winter. 

The focus is to encourage you to 

check your bills, apply for any 

grants or discounts you might be 

eligible for, and check to see if you 

can switch to a cheaper tariff or 

provider. 

There are many ways to contact us. 

For more information go to 

www.bigenergysavingwinter.org.uk 

or the Citizens Advice website. Or 

for direct contact email  

energy@caeasthants.org.uk or 

phone 0300 330 9028 and ask for 

a call back from the East Hamp-

shire energy adviser. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  Downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

http://www.bigenergysavingwinter.org.uk/
mailto:energy@caeasthants.org.uk
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 
closed until  

late 2020 for  
our £3.7m  

Pathways  
into the Past  

expansion and 
refurbishment 

project. 
Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 
about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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Why do these pavement parkers 

presume that their vehicles take 

priority over pedestrians? Surely it 

should be the opposite? Isn’t there 

a current government commitment 

to promote more walking and 

exercise? 

There may be further building 

development on the field next to the 

Village Hall. Will this, too, 

exacerbate the problem further 

when it occurs? Or can we somehow 

make drivers aware of their 

obligations to our village 

pedestrians? 

This topic is an old one previously 

aired in the Steep Newsletter. It 

hasn’t gone away. It’s getting worse. 

I’m becoming increasingly fed up 

with having to launch myself into the 

middle of the road, in order to pass 

badly parked vehicles. I’m sure 

others are too.  

If you are a Steep resident whose 

house fronts the pavement or verge, 

please be sympathetic to the needs 

of walkers and others. Ask your 

visitors, delivery drivers and 

contractors not to park on our 

pavements. And if you are one of 

those drivers yourself, please could 

you be more sensitive to the needs 

of others? 

PARKING ON THE PAVEMENTS 

IN CHURCH ROAD, STEEP 

by Fran Box 

Whether in Lockdown or not, I find 

myself walking back and forth in 

Steep on many occasions. I enjoy 

being out and about in our lovely 

village. Church Road is busy, with 

necessary traffic generated by 

schools, deliveries and businesses. 

Yet I can’t help observing that my 

walks are becoming increasingly 

marred by the number of vehicles, 

particularly contractors’ vehicles, 

that are parked on the pavements.  

Why do drivers presume that this is 

acceptable?  

Our village pavements are used 

regularly by a number of parents, 

some of them with pushchairs, 

walking children the length of 

Church Road to our village school. 

Dog walkers, the elderly, those with 

a disability, the visually impaired, 

villagers on errands and those 

getting exercise: all frequently use 

the pavements too. Yet often , we 

are forced out into the middle of the 

road in order to pass a vehicle 

occupying the majority of the 

pavement. Yes! I know Church Road 

is narrow. We like it that way. It 

slows down the traffic. It is no 

excuse for ousting pedestrians by 

pavement parking. 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

Owing to the continuing Covid 

restrictions, Parish Council Meetings 

are likely to be conducted digitally 

for the next few months. Anyone 

interested in ‘attending’ these 

meetings or viewing the agenda or 

past meeting minutes is 

recommended to look at the Stroud 

Parish Council website - https://

stroud-pc.gov.uk. 

The next few meetings are 

scheduled for 2021 on Tuesday 

26th January, Tuesday 23rd March 

and Tuesday 25th May. Dates for 

the following twelve months will be 

set at the May meeting. 

VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Stroud Parish Council currently has 

a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. 

The Council meet every two months 

on the fourth Tuesday of the month. 

If you are interested in this role or 

would like to find out more about 

what is involved please email the 

Clerk - clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  

STROUD VILLAGE HALL – THE 

END OF THE BEGINNING? 

We are very excited to announce 

that the Village Hall build is now 

complete, the legal paperwork is 

being finalised and all being well the 

handover date is set for the 

beginning of December……..what a 

fantastic Christmas present! 

Thank you all so being so patient, 

we can’t wait to show you around 

and we will be looking at ways we 

can welcome you at the Hall whilst 

keeping safe and fitting within the 

restrictions and government 

guidelines when the lockdown ends. 

If you haven’t already had a look at 

our website 

(www.stroudvillagehall.org) please 

check it out. It has been updated 

and you can find information there 

about the hall, events and village 

information.  We are looking forward 

to it becoming a well-loved and well 

used resource for Stroud and an 

integral part of your life; a must read 

already is Ron Allen’s Wildlife Blog 

which is a regular feature. 

We are going to be adding some 

village history to the site – places, 

people and such – and would love 

to include some of your photographs 

and memories on the website. 

Maybe if you have photos of the 

Revels, the old Village Hall or the 

https://stroud-pc.gov.uk
https://stroud-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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village and residents please forward 

them to myself at 

joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org 

– or drop them in at the Village Hall 

once we are open. 

The postal address for the Village 

Hall will be Stroud Village Hall, 

Stroudfields, Ramsdean Road, 

Stroud, Petersfield, GU32 3FS. 

We would like to thank those of you 

that are supporting us by purchasing 

tickets for the East Hampshire 

Community Lottery.   East 

Hampshire Community Lottery is an 

exciting weekly lottery that raises 

money for good causes in the East 

Hampshire District.  There is a 

weekly draw with cash prizes up to 

£25,000, the tickets are £1 each 

with 50p of the ticket price going 

directly to support SVHARA if you 

buy them via our dedicated page, so 

for your chance to win and support 

the Hall please purchase your 

tickets via this link https://

www.easthantslottery.co.uk/

support/stroud-village-hall-and-

residents-association 

Good Luck! 

Finally I would be interested to hear 

your views on a mobile shop visiting 

the village.  I have been in contact 

with a great little enterprise which 

offers plastic free organic foods, eco 

toiletries and household products so 

you can stock up on your daily 

essentials and also do your bit for 

the environment.  Please do let me 

know if this is something you would 

use or consider an asset to the 

village. 

Stay well, stay safe and hope to 

meet you all soon at the Village Hall. 

     Jo 

P.S. We have now heard that 

completion date is likely to be the 

2nd December. 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL  
Jenny Hollington, SWMVC 

Jenny.hollington@steepvillagehall.org.uk 

Having just got the Village Hall back 

up and running with new hirers 

following the loss of the Pre School, 

Trustees have now had to close it 

again due to current Government 

guidelines.  However, you may have 

seen the mobile coffee cart in the 

carpark on Saturdays – Alma will be 

there from 10.00-4.00 each week 

for a trial period, selling a delicious 

range of coffee, as well as savoury 

and sweet items. 

In addition, work to monitor ground 

water levels on the land to the rear 

of the car park has been authorised 

by the Trustees to enable the 

collection of environmental 

information for the land – you may 

therefore see some activity on the 

land in the coming months.  

mailto:joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org
https://www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/stroud-village-hall-and-residents-association
https://www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/stroud-village-hall-and-residents-association
https://www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/stroud-village-hall-and-residents-association
https://www.easthantslottery.co.uk/support/stroud-village-hall-and-residents-association
mailto:Jenny.hollington@steepvillagehall.org.uk
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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The November Parish Council Meet-

ing took place via Teams and cov-

ered the following items: 

VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR 

– Steep Parish Council is pleased to 

announce the Co-option of Jonathan 

Turk.  Jonathan moved to Steep ap-

proximately 3-years ago and brings 

a wide range of skills and experi-

ence to the Council – we welcome 

him on board and look forward to 

working with him. 

TREE WORK ON STEEP COMMON  

As you will have noticed, the priority 

tree work to fell the Ash trees suffer-

ing from die-back and which are 

close to the School boundary, 

Church Road and the Hangers Way 

footpath has now been carried out.  

We will keep you updated on the 

further work required which we hope 

will be carried out in the new year.   

CHURCH ROAD OPEN SPACE CON-

SULTATION – A Working group has 

been formed to consider the almost 

one hundred responses to our con-

sultation on the possible use of the 

20% Open Space of the Church 

Road site. The group comprises 

members of the public and parish 

councillors and is being chaired by 

Clare Moriarty. The group will report 

back to the Parish Council with their 

recommendations. This is a very 

complex issue, with so many diverse 

suggestions and we do not yet know 

how long it will take, but we will 

keep the village updated with its 

progress. 

ARMISTICE DAY – Steep War Memo-

rial – Once again we record our sin-

cere thanks to Tony and Suzanne 

Knights who did a wonderful job 

preparing the planting at the War 

Memorial to such a high standard - 

the Memorial looked absolutely 

splendid for this year’s Act of Re-

membrance.  Thankyous must also 

be recorded to all who took part in 

the Service and especially Rev John 

Owen for his help organising the 

Service and Jamie, the bugler, from 

Bedales School. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – The next 

meeting of Steep Parish Council will 

be Monday, 7th December and in all 

likeliness will be an on-line Teams 

Meeting.  Details of how to join the 

meeting will be available via the 

agenda which can be found on our 

website and village noticeboards. 

Please visit our website – 

www.steep-pc.gov.uk for more infor-

mation or contact the Clerk, Jenny 

Hollington – jenny.hollington@steep-

pc.gov.uk  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL – UP-DATE FROM THE NOVEMBER PARISH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
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COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 

RUSSELL OPPENHEIMER - County Councillor for Petersfield Hangers 

EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR 

VULNERABLE FAMILIES  

Parish Councillors will of course have 

noticed the media attention around 

the campaign for free school meals 

for families during half terms and 

holidays, involving the footballer 

Marcus Rashford. 

I am pleased to report that on 27 

October 2020 the Leader of 

Hampshire County Council 

announced emergency funding to 

help Hampshire’s most vulnerable 

families. A funding package is to be 

distributed to food banks, charities 

and other organisations, to help 

vulnerable families - at a similar 

level to the Government’s previous 

free school meal voucher scheme. 

Any families in need of assistance in 

East Hampshire are asked to visit 

this webpage below or telephone our 

partners Community First on 0300 

500 8085 to find their nearest 

source of support. 

https://www.cfirst.org.uk/news/free-

school-meals-over-october-half-term/ 

 

 

 

REPORT BACK FROM ACTIVE 

PLACES SUMMIT -19 OCTOBER 

The online Active Places Summit 

was attended by over 120 delegates 

including local walking and cycling 

groups, Highways engineers, District 

Council officers and Councillors 

from all tiers of local Government. It 

feels as though this agenda is now 

being given the urgency it really 

deserves. Boosting walking and 

cycling is important for climate 

change as well as health reasons. 

At the online event we had three 

excellent presentations from 

national experts followed by an 

interesting discussion. The main 

message from the Summit was that 

walking and cycling must come first 

in the new Local Transport Plan 

being developed in Hampshire. I am 

hopeful that this will happen. The 

video of the Summit will be available 

to watch on hants.gov.uk shortly. 

NEW PLASTIC INFOGRAPHIC 

Many people are confused about 

which plastics can be put in the 

mixed recycling. When the wrong 

plastics are sent to the Materials 

Recycling Facility, it creates 

contamination as well as 

https://www.cfirst.org.uk/news/free-school-meals-over-october-half-term/
https://www.cfirst.org.uk/news/free-school-meals-over-october-half-term/
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unnecessary emissions from 

collecting and then redirecting the 

wrong plastics. This situation is not 

good and I have been keen to tackle 

it as Chair of the Environment and 

Transport Committee. The 

committee requested an infographic 

which explains the correct advice 

clearly. I was involved in developing 

this with the Waste Team and I am 

keen to promulgate it as widely as 

possible. 

Many residents would like HCC to 

accept more types of plastic. We are 

waiting for clarity from the 

Government on the design of the 

new national waste and recycling 

system. Pending that clarity, there is 

zero benefit in collecting additional 

plastics. There is currently no 

market for these plastics; they 

cannot be converted into useful 

products. It would create further 

unnecessary carbon emissions to 

collect and process more plastics. It 

is much better to put them in the 

rubbish where they will generate 

some useful electricity at our energy 

recovery facilities. My advice to 

residents who really hate plastic 

waste is to avoid purchasing 

products with plastic packaging by 

shopping at the local markets and 

farm shops. 
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NEW CARBON STRATEGY FOR 

HAMPSHIRE HIGHWAYS 

I reported last month on the 

innovative and detailed Climate 

Change Action Plan which HCC has 

developed with the Carbon Trust. 

Hampshire Highways have now 

published their Carbon Reduction 

Strategy for 2020-2024.  I was 

really pleased to see that the 

Highways Team have developed this 

plan. It is an impressive document 

and certainly worth a read for 

anyone interested in climate change 

issues.  

HCC will continue to explore 

innovations and opportunities, 

invest in lasting change, and 

continually monitor and review the 

ongoing reductions in carbon 

emissions that the Highways service 

is already achieving to identify 

where further improvements can be 

made. The plan can be read at this 

link: 

https://edition.pagesuite-

professional.co.uk/html5/reader/

production/default.aspx?

pubname=&pubid=46ebee67-5840

-44a8-8415-5b366d6f1d27 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE SERVICE 

PODCAST 

The Rangers at Hampshire 

Countryside Service have launched 

a podcast series called “Looking 

After Nature”. It will contain 

interviews with Rangers and 

countryside experts. The podcast 

gives a real insight into the world of 

conservation and countryside care. 

It also provides guidance on how to 

get health and wellbeing benefits 

from the fabulous Hampshire 

countryside. The first episode is an 

interview with Senior Ranger Steve 

Peach about trees and tree planting 

in Hampshire. Steve addresses the 

issue of ash dieback which I know 

that many Parishes are concerned 

about. 

 

https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=46ebee67-5840-44a8-8415-5b366d6f1d27
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=46ebee67-5840-44a8-8415-5b366d6f1d27
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=46ebee67-5840-44a8-8415-5b366d6f1d27
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=46ebee67-5840-44a8-8415-5b366d6f1d27
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=46ebee67-5840-44a8-8415-5b366d6f1d27
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REGULAR SERVICES  

Last month we rejoiced in the array 

of services our wonderful ministry 

team provide for us. Now we are 

back to worshipping with an on-line 

service at 10.15 on Sundays, but 

this short lockdown differs from the 

long one in the spring. There may be 

no services in church at present but 

Steep church is open for private 

prayer and meditation. It is open 

during daylight hours to offer a 

sacred space as it has done for 

hundreds of years. 

In October we were fortunate to be 

able to join in fellowship after the 

service in High Cross. The Sunday 

morning was damp but as we 

emerged Pat and Edward Sandler 

had set up a coffee station beside 

the path. The rain held off until 

people had finished their coffee and 

chat. On November 1 we celebrated 

our patronal festival at Steep. We 

had already learnt that we could not 

hold services inside during the 

upcoming lockdown so the 

congregation particularly enjoyed 

the singing by the choir, augmented 

by Claire Moriarty and Gerald’s 

playing of the organ. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  

There were two elements to our 

marking of Remembrance Sunday. 

At Froxfield Green an outside service 

was held with the congregation 

standing apart as the names of the 

war dead were read out and a 

wreath laid. On line we were able to 

hear Lt. Mileham read out the 

names from the Steep memorial 

and his sister Freya play the bugle. 

Their father Lt Col Phillip Mileham 

laid a wreath as did two 

schoolchildren from Steep school. 

The lesson was read by the head 

teacher Lou Romans. Those of us 

watching on line could join as the 

village remembered those who paid 

the ultimate sacrifice. 

PCC MEETING  

The PCC met for the final time in 

2020 when we were very pleased to 

welcome Jonathon Selby as 

 CHURCH NEWS by Amanda Greenlee 
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really impressed with how dark 

John’s garden is, with expressive 

drumming featured too. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

It is impossible to give firm details 

for when these will take place at this 

time. If physical services are 

possible the numbers will be limited 

by the need for social distancing. An 

extra Midnight Mass is planned for 

High Cross so as many people as 

possible will be celebrate the 

nativity. We saw how both Ramadan 

and Divali were celebrated this year 

and we know we will all find comfort 

and joy at Christmastide. 

FROM THE REGISTER 

FUNERAL 

10th November  

Robert Andrew Routh aged 96 

churchwarden alongside Helen. In 

addition to the regular business the 

pattern for Christmas services was 

discussed. If these are permitted to 

take place there will be a booking 

system operated by Anne Grove. 

Details will be in the Pew Sheet. If 

you do not currently receive this 

please email Anne on 

steepfroxfieldprivett@gmail.com. 

These have proved to be such a 

good way of keeping in touch with 

each other and learning where and 

when we can worship. 

MEMORABLE ON-LINE SERVICE  

John delivered the service for 15th 

November from his greenhouse. The 

theme was light amidst the 

darkness and in addition to seeing 

Divali lamps lit we enjoyed an 

atmospheric encounter with John’s 

farm animals. A young viewer was 

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Jonathan Selby  07926 381786 / 023 9259 3062 selby345@btinternet.com 

Bubbles Silk  263822 bubbles.silk@btinternet.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:steepfroxfieldprivett@gmail.com
mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:selby345@btinternet.com
mailto:bubbles.silk@btinternet.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/


26 

  

 

PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com


28 

 


