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 CHRISTMAS  LETTER FROM THE VICAR 

I remember Matthew. He had an odd robotic movement when walking and 

kept both arms rigid and stationary at his sides. Consequently we scouts 

would spot him a mile off and whisper: Here he comes! At night-time, when 

the camp had settled down to sleep, Matthew would sit reading in his tent, 

having brought a 12v car battery and bulb with him, in the days before light-

weight battery lanterns were standard camping fare.  Matthew was the scout-

master who introduced me and many other youngsters to ridge tents, fire 

lighting, warmed-up Heinz beans, and hot chocolate drinks.  

Pitching the tents was the first requirement of setting up camp in my child-

hood scouting, once the location was sorted. It was heavy work: the rigid 

poles and heavy old style canvas tents needed carrying from the vehicles, 

and it was hot and laborious work. Nothing was colour coded, and the wood-

en stakes required serious hammering before we were permitted to remem-

ber how hungry we were getting. Then, for a week, Scout Summer Camp took 

place and the tents, campfires and surrounding woods became home to a 

group of twelve year olds, before everything was taken down, packed up, and 

only the memories of what had been were left. 

I am reminded of this when I hear those words of John’s Gospel at Carol Ser-

vices: ‘The Word 

became flesh and 

lived among us…full 

of grace and truth’. 

In the mind of the 

ancient writer, it is 

Jesus who is ‘the 

Word’, revealing 

God’s nature to hu-

mankind. A more 

accurate and literal 

translation of John 

1.14 is as follows: 

‘The Word became flesh and pitched his tent amongst us….full of grace and 

truth’.  It’s this idea of God living amongst people, and pitching a roughly 

made tent for his home, which seems resonant today. Sleeping under canvas 
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 is emphatically not a leisure activity for today’s millions of migrants, refugees, 

and homeless people. John 1.14 suggests it is God who has pitched his tent 

amongst the makeshift camps of plastic sheeting and discarded wood.  Divin-

ity lodges with the poorest of today’s poorest peoples, which brings us close 

to the meaning of the Bethlehem Stable narrative. Grace and truth, in this 

interpretation, may indeed be found in palaces but they are found in the tents 

of the dispossessed, where God has also pitched his tent.  

With good wishes, John 

25 YEARS AGO 
A VILLAGE 

 The dictionary definition of a village is an ‘assemblage of houses in a self

-contained community’. This would mean together with a church, a school, a 

shop and a pub. 

 All this gradually changed after the end of the 1939-45 war. 

 When I first came to Steep in 1963 there were elderly people in many of 

the houses who had lived in Steep all their lives, and the generations before 

them. There were Clubs then – Mothers’ Union, Women’s Institute and a Men’s 

Club. An apple farm was on the lower slopes of the Hangers, which employed 

local people, more recently a Village Committee was formed which organised 

social events. 

 It was at this point that enthusiasm and a feel for ‘togetherness’ ran out. 

Week-end houses and commuters meant less interest in the village as a whole: 

reliance on cars in most households led to the facility of shopping in a nearby 

town and other interests. Villagers further away from towns were able to hold on 

to their independence. 

 We are at present becoming a nation of ‘islanders’, sufficient unto our-

selves. Only when we get back to consideration for and interest in our neigh-

bours do we return to a vital living village again. 

 Here in Steep, it would be a sad day if we lose our identity and become a 

suburb of Petersfield. 

Beryl Lowe 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 6th December in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 9th December - Christmas 

Lunch at Steep Village Hall - 1.30pm 

Thursday 13th January - Seasonal 

Quiz - Steep Village Hall - 2.30pm 

Thursday 27th January - Film - Steep 

Village Hall - 2pm start. 

Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
10th December Cruella 

Book tickets in advance - 267784 or 

steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Tuesday 11th January in Stroud 

Village Hall. 

Enquiries: Angela Snow - 263428 

STROUD CAROL SERVICE AT  

THE LITTLE CHURCH  

Sunday 12th December at 6 p.m.  

Anyone able to lend a hand for an 

hour on Saturday 11th from 10.00 

a.m. with decorating and/or with 

foliage would be much appreciat-

ed.  Many thanks - looking forward 

to meeting you there. 

Angela Snow - 01730 263428 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 14th December – The 

Ifould family – Henry Ifould,  

the Cricketers Inn and other Ifould 

family members. 

Tuesday 11th January - the history 

of Ashford Chace 

10am in the Village Hall 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

 DIARY DATES 
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At our AGM in October, our Chair-

woman, Sue Clegg, gave her tradi-

tional Annual Report and one of her 

highlights from last year was Privett 

Carols, albeit it didn’t take place in 

the usual way! Reduced to a short-

ened Service of Four Lessons and 

Six Carols, enjoyed from the warmth 

of our homes, it was a unique expe-

rience for us all, and totally amaz-

ing! The Service, and our contribu-

tion to it, on YouTube has been 

viewed 617 times! It was definitely a 

first for Holy Trinity to have a drone 

flying up and down the aisle and it 

was a first for the majority of the 

Choir to be filmed! 

This year the much-loved Service of 

Nine Lessons and Carols is back 

once more and will take place on 

Sunday 19 December at 6.30pm at 

Holy Trinity Church, Privett. We hope 

to see as many of you there as pos-

sible and remember to wrap up 

warm! 

If you can’t wait until then to hear a 

few carols, we will also be singing at 

the Gilbert White Museum in Sel-

borne on Saturday 4 December at 

12 noon. It is a very popular event 

so do ensure you arrive in plenty of 

time as space is limited. 

We’re always looking for new mem-

bers ofthe choir so if you’re interest-

ed in giving choral singing a go in 

the New Year, either for the first 

time or as a returner, please contact 

Lesley Howe at 

lkhowe58@gmail.com who can pro-

vide you with more details. 

In the meantime, we wish you a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

We have BIG plans for 2022 – our 

50th Anniversary. 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 

and Twitter @Froxfield Choir and on 

our website https://

froxfieldchoir.co.uk/ 

COPY FOR THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Monday 17th January 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

FROXFIELD CHOIR  SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS AT 

PRIVETT on Sunday 19 December 

mailto:lkhowe58@gmail.com
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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LEAPS IN TIME 

Two items in the newsletter put me 

in mind of the little story I tell below. 

The first was the cover picture and 

article in the July/August issue on 

our ‘posties’. The other was the pic-

ture on the front cover of the No-

vember issue, showing the athlete 

Wyndham Hallswelle, leaping over 

two young Edwardian ladies. 

I grew up in a Cotswold village simi-

lar in some ways to Steep. Cranham 

in Gloucestershire is near the head 

of a valley extending west to the 

River Severn. The valley sides are 

steep, and the small river powers a 

series of water mills as it descends. 

In the early fifties my family bought 

one such mill on the Painswick 

stream. It cost about £400, and 

included a cottage with attached 

stables, but it had no electricity, 

telephone, mains water, central 

heating or any other amenity. How-

ever, it did have a postal service!  

Our ‘postie’ was a redoubtable lady 

called Gladys Hillier, who used her 

bicycle, despite the hills, for deliver-

ies to outliers like us. A good friend 

and neighbour, Arthur Cooper, lived 

three fields away, and in order to get 

to his house Gladys had to cross a 

three-foot wide tributary of our river. 

This was originally bridged by a sin-

gle plank, but that was washed 

away, and from that time on Gladys, 

with mailbag (but without bike), 

would leap over the water to deliver 

Arthur’s mail. 

That was over seventy years ago, so 

I googled for details of dates, and 

there I learned that John Barber, a 

local writer, had already written 

about Gladys’ exploits (see 

www.johnbarber.com). Apparently, 

when Gladys retired, Arthur men-

tioned his house’s special delivery 

service in a presentation speech, 

and the name Gladys Leap was 

born.   The Ordnance Survey people 

came down after reading about the 

speech, the grid reference was not-

ed, and the spot marked in all future 

maps. It can be found at SO 8906 

1206. 

In 2005, when Gladys was 88, a 

bridge was finally built over Gladys 

Leap. Gladys was there to open it 

and a commemorative plaque was 

erected to mark the spot. Our family 

still own the mill nearby by the way; 

three generations of our family have 

lived there, the latest being Arthur 

(my son and ex-Bedalian), with his 

wife and two children. 

Roderick Snell 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

http://www.johnbarber.com
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

C. J. STAMP 

DECORATOR 

30 years experience  

References Available 

 
01730 895707 or 07977 773216 

 

64 Sherwood Close, 

Liss Forest GU33 7BT 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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STEEP DARK SKIES 

Around 30 villagers came to the 

Dark Skies event on Monday of half 

term, bringing a keen bunch of chil-

dren to explore what we can see 

above Steep. Dan Oakley, the SDNP 

Dark Skies warden, gave an enthusi-

astic presentation on the Dark Skies 

reserve, and on how we can all help 

reduce light pollution. He then set 

up two of his telescopes in the car 

park and we saw stars, planets and 

constellations - definitely the high-

light of the event! 

It was great to see the Hall being 

used, and after a cloudy start the 

skies cleared and we had a good 

view of the heavens, even with the 

streetlights and houses of Church 

Road. Many of us can now find the 

North Star and have seen the rings 

of Saturn. 

We are very lucky in Steep to have 

such amazing night-time views – the 

Milky Way can clearly be seen even 

with the naked eye. Darkness is in-

credibly important for all species, 

from humans to moths, and there 

are very simple steps we can take to 

keep the stars visible.  

• Point external lighting downwards 

• Use bulbs that are less than 500 

lumens and give a warm light 

• Have external lighting on PIR 

(motion) sensors 

• Draw blinds and curtains when it 

gets dark 

THE RIGHT LIGHT IN THE RIGHT 

PLACE! 

Freddie Holmes 

Steep Parish Council 

Freddie.holmes@steep=pc.gov.uk 

STEEP SCHOOL  

For well over a hundred years Steep 

C of E Primary School has been at 

the heart of our village. As parents it 

is important to us and we want to 

keep it that way.  We would there-

fore love more people in the village 

to become involved in our school 

community. If you agree, please do 

let us know. You don’t have to be a 

Steep parent; in fact it would be 

wonderful to see some new faces.  

Here are a few ways you could get 

involved:  

Hearing children read 

Once a week volunteers come in to 

listen to children read. Not only does 

this provide a brilliant way for the 

children to learn, it can be incredibly 

rewarding for the volunteer too, as 

Dr John Sedgwick, who has two 

grandsons in the school and has 

volunteered for five years, explains: 

‘I love it! It’s a chance to get to know 

my grandson’s friends and to under-

stand what’s important to them. I 

get to know their parents too; I’m 
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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side on the school’s playground, and 

yes, we’re keeping everything 

crossed for the weather! It’s going to 

be held on Sunday 5th December 

between 11am and 2pm. Not only 

does the fair provide an opportunity 

to socialise with other villagers and 

parents, it’s also a great place to do 

a little Christmas shopping. There 

will be fresh Christmas trees and 

wreaths, homemade crafts, gifts 

and edibles, raffle, tombola and 

delicious homemade food, the prof-

its from which are all ploughed back 

in to the school. 

There is so much talent and skill in 

Steep; if you’d like to make or do-

nate a few items of homemade craft 

yourself, then we would hugely ap-

preciate your help.  

Please contact the school on 01730 

263988 if you would like to get in-

volved.  

Helen McNutt  - FOSS 

BUTTERFLIES IN ASHFORD 

HANGERS 

The Countryside Service recorded 

24 species of butterflies in Ashford 

Hangers, compared to 25 in 2020 

and 24 in 2019.  Unsurprisingly, 

Meadow Brown was the most nu-

merous at 509 sightings. The next 

highest counts were Small White 

(147) and Ringlet (127). Painted 

Lady made a welcome return to the 

never short of people to talk to at all 

the birthday parties! Just to be 

around the children and their teach-

ers, listening to them talk about 

moral subjects like forgiveness and 

courage is amazing. I feel very fortu-

nate to have contact with the school 

in this way.’ 

Librarian  

We have a much loved and well 

used library at school but would 

greatly benefit from some help keep-

ing it organised. If you are a book 

lover and could spare a few hours a 

week to shelve, catalogue, sort and 

repair books then we’d be delighted 

to hear from you. 

Gardening 

One only needs to visit the Steep 

Flower Show to realise this village 

punches well above its horticultural 

weight! If you’re one of our many 

talented gardeners would you be 

able to spare the odd hour to come 

into school and help with the gar-

dening? Or if you’re interested in 

trees and woodland, perhaps you 

might like to help maintain the much 

loved Wicksteed Woods, where so 

much of the children’s outdoor 

learning takes place.  

Christmas Fair 

Please do come to our Christmas 

Fair too. This year it will be held out-
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Appointment of a new member of 

the Planning Committee – There are 

currently two vacancies on the Com-

mittee (Cllr. Graham having stepped 

in temporarily to make up numbers).  

Cllr. Duthie said she was keen to 

join and was thanked and wel-

comed.   A second appointment will 

be confirmed at the December 

meeting. 

REGENERATION FUND – Cllr. 

Holmes continues to chase 3 like-for

-like quotes for maintenance work to 

the B.T. Phone Box, which is current-

ly leaking.   Alternative uses for the 

Information Kiosk will also need to 

be considered as it is no longer easy 

to obtain leaflets and information to 

stock the kiosk following the closure 

of the Tourist Information Office in 

Petersfield.  

SPEEDWATCH – Recent data show-

ing the results of the August Speed-

watch sessions was discussed – the 

Group are really making a difference 

to the speed on Stoner and Bell Hill 

and the Parish Council’s thanks 

were extended to the volunteers.   

Cllr. Drew was thanked for his sup-

port of the group via a grant to pur-

chase new, warmer, hi vis jackets 

for the winter.   

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – 

Cllr. Oppenheimer’s monthly report 

included details of Climate Change 

Grants to enable Councils to make 

community buildings more energy 

efficient – there is up to £30,000 

per project available.   He also noted 

the availability of extra funding to 

create jobs, expand woodlands and 

protect trees via the “Trees Call to 

Action Fund”.   

Hampshire County Council has ap-

proved a new Bus Service Improve-

ment Plan - the immediate chal-

lenge however is to get bus journeys 

back to pre-Covid levels. Concerns 

records with 2 records on transect 

after none in 2020.   

Speckled Wood were 

low in number dur-

ing the early part of 

the Spring, which was cold and wet. 

Two new species were the Purple 

Emperor and the Orange Tip: the 

former is recorded historically on 

Little Shoulder of Mutton, but none 

have been seen in recent years. This 

one took Matt and Hazel by surprise 

as it used the truck as a perch in the 

parking area at Ashford Farm, giving 

the Rangers a welcome distraction 

during a lunch break. 

In total, 1404 butterflies were rec-

orded in 2021. This compares with 

1253 in 2020 and 1489 in 2019.  

Freddie Holmes  
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be happy to support a grant applica-

tion by Steep Parish Council. 

Following an Almshouse charity 

event, Cllr. Drew has engaged with 

EHDC Officers to ascertain whether 

Alms houses are permitted social 

housing and had been assured that 

they are.   

In respect of planning and compli-

ance issues in Steep Marsh, Cllr. 

Drew confirmed that EHDC Officers 

continue to engage with residents to 

resolve concerns.   

FOOTPATHS – The footpath which 

runs from Stoner Hill to Hays Cot-

tages is now completely blocked and 

the pavement alongside the bunga-

lows on Stoner Hill is covered by 

hedges and bramble making it diffi-

cult for pedestrians to pass. These hedg-

es are the responsibility of Radian 

and have been reported to Hamp-

shire who will now implement a legal 

procedure to ensure the hedges are 

maintained appropriately. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

were expressed about the condition 

of the Ashford Hangers and the HCC 

policy to allow dead trees to stand 

and Cllr. Oppenheimer was asked to 

lobby Hampshire Countryside Ser-

vices to do something about this.   

Cllr. Oppenheimer undertook to 

raise this issue with the relevant 

HCC Cabinet member. 

The leak at Lutcombe Pond is now 

becoming a highways issue with 

Ashford Lane regularly being under-

water.  Cllr. Oppenheimer agreed 

that this has hit an impasse and 

HCC has not yet re-focused on the 

problem.  He agreed to try to get 

things going again. 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S  

REPORT 

 The East Hampshire District Coun-

cil pledge to plant 120,000 trees 

across the district to off-set our car-

bon footprint was noted.  Cllr. Drew 

also has an allocation of £1000 for 

tree planting schemes and would 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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077919 62327 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly 

people who need Cheerful and Con-

structive Help to live Happily in their 

Own Homes. Property Management ; 

for weekenders or just very busy peo-

ple Refurbishing Properties. Excellent 

references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: 

phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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THE STEEP COFFEE CART 

Have you been missing your weekly 

fix of coffee and 

a chat with fellow 

villagers on Sat-

urdays at Steep 

Village Hall car 

park? 

If it has not already returned by the 

time you read this, it is hoped the 

new coffee stop will be back by the 

end of November or beginning of 

December. It will be run by Jim and 

Debbie Cooke of Cooke’s Refills of 

Steep Marsh. Look out for posters 

coming soon giving more details.  

Fran Box 

 

STEEP WAR MEMORIAL VILLAGE 

CLUB 

An urgent meeting of Trustees was 

called during November because of 

concerns about the financial impact 

of Covid-19. 

As residents may be aware, many 

SIGNAGE WORKING PARTY – The 

work of the group assessing the 

local road signs is progressing well - 

a full report of their findings will be 

received at the December meeting. 

ROADS AND TRAFFIC – Details of 

different types of speed indicator 

devices and price quotes had been 

circulated prior to the meeting and 

were discussed.  The purchase of a 

solar powered speed display sign 

from TWM Traffic Control Systems 

was approved. 

COMMUNITY PROJECT – Swing at 

Hays Cottages – Residents of Hays 

Cottages are currently being con-

sulted on the proposal to install a 

swing and picnic bench on the 

green.  Once the consultation has 

closed, Steep P.C. will report findings to 

EHDC.   

STEEP COMMON – Phase 2 of the 

work to take down the Ash which is 

suffering from Ash Die-back is due 

to start in the third week of November.  

Jenny Hollington   

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

The newsletter generates revenue from our advertisers but does not en-

dorse their services  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/


19 

regular hirers including the pre-

school have left since the pandemic 

with more classes now being run 

online, or a larger setting being re-

quired to enable social distancing.  

Currently Steep Village Hall faces a 

deficit in funding of £7,000 in this 

financial year and, whilst there is a level 

of financial backup in the form of Invest-

ment shares, this is a situation that can-

not be allowed to continue. 

In addition to the financial impact of 

the pandemic and the loss of hirers, 

the hall requires updating and im-

provement, especially to the outside 

area which is looking drab and un-

loved.  The loss of the pre-school 

means there is an opportunity to 

consider a re-design to improve the 

frontage of the hall. We would like to 

engage Steep residents in shaping 

the future of the facility and we are 

confident there are residents with 

the appropriate financial, technical, 

and practical skills to help us look at 

things afresh. 

In addition to other measures, Trus-

tees have decided to call an urgent 

community meeting at 3.00 pm on 

Saturday, 11th December – please 

come – your Village Hall needs you! 

Full details elsewhere in the news-

letter, the noticeboard, and posters 

 

THE REMARKABLE IFOULD  

FAMILY OF STEEP  

Older members of 

the village may 

remember a cer-

tain Dave and 

Lynne Ifould, who 

were the last of a 

long line in this 

area. A new local history book will 

be available from 14th December. 

Containing old photographs of 

Steep, it tells of various generations 

of the Ifould family from around 

1800 to the present. From humble 

origins, family members made re-

markable achievements. Their two 

small cottages in Church Road re-

mained in family possession for 

most of that time. The story also 

reflects the resilience and forbear-

ance shown by many ordinary work-

ing families, as they adapted to the 

changing times. Available to view at 

Steep History Group meetings. 

£8.99 from  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk or 

£10.99 from bookshops. 

Fran Box 

PETERSFIELD YOUTH THEATRE 

Due to the usual venue being una-

vailable PYT will perform in the Quad 

at Bedales School. Tuesday 21- Thurs-

day 23 December - tickets are availa-

ble from our website - pyt.org.uk 

mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
http://pyt.org.uk/
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The next meeting of Stroud Parish 

Council will take place in Stroud 

Village Hall on Tuesday 25 January 

2022, starting at 7.30 pm. All are 

welcome to attend and copies of the 

agenda are available on the Council 

website a few days beforehand - 

Stroud Parish Council (Hampshire) 

(stroud-pc.gov.uk) 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL WELCOMES 

THE NEW MANAGER 

The trustees of Stroud Village Hall 

And Residents Association are de-

lighted to welcome Jade Poulter as 

our new Hall Manager following her 

appointment in early November, and 

a few words follow from her. 

“Hello everyone, my name is Jade. 

Some of you may know me from 

doing my weekly exercise class here 

at the Village Hall. If you would like 

to come and visit me, drop me an 

email or feel free to pop in and say 

hello. I am looking forward to getting 

to know the community.  

We are still busy with classes and 

parties, please check our social me-

dia page to keep updated as we 

have got lots of exciting things going 

forward as we are approaching 

Christmas time!  

The social committee organised a 

fabulous, fun packed Halloween 

party which was a great success. It’s 

that time of year when Christmas is 

coming; don’t forget to save the 

date for the Christmas quiz on Fri-

day the 10th December. 

Feel free to suggest new ideas for 

our Village Hall going forwards. For 

all bookings and enquiries for the 

Village Hall please contact Jade at 

manager@stroudvillagehall.org. ” 

In the meantime, we would like to 

thank all our users and hirers for 

bearing with us whilst some long-

delayed remedial work has been 

carried out by the builders after 

what became a long, drawn out sa-

ga. Even when the work started 

there were further delays causing it 

to over-run into November. Whilst it 

is still not complete we hope that any 

further disruption will only be minor.  

Please accept the trustees’ apolo-

gies for any inconvenience suffered 

and we are sure you will notice a 

difference when you next use the hall, 

especially from the new acoustics. 

Jeremy Mitchell 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL  

HALLOWEEN PARTY 

Our first Halloween party was a 

spooktacular success! The village 

hall was transformed during the 

afternoon with lots of scary decora-

tions, lights, cobwebs, bats and spi-

https://stroud-pc.gov.uk/#meeting
https://stroud-pc.gov.uk/#meeting
mailto:manager@stroudvillagehall.org
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING  

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

A very big 

thank you to 

all those who 

have support-

ed the plant stall at Stroud 

Church over the past week.  We 

have just had a count up and 

have raised £110 for the Royal 

British Legion which is absolutely 

fantastic!  

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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ders, and as darkness fell…witches, 

skeletons, zombies and pumpkins 

began to arrive. It was wonderful to 

see so many families enjoying the 

music, food and drinks. All of the 

children (and lots of the adults too!) 

looked fabulous in their fancy-dress 

costumes. The disco dinosaur had 

the scary tunes and lights going 

which got children of all ages on the 

dance floor. 

Hotdogs and drinks were served for 

the children, and lots of sweets too! 

It was a wonderful community event-

enjoyed by all of the families and it 

was lovely to see so many families 

together. Thank you to all who came 

and made it such a fun evening for 

everyone. 

We’re already planning next year’s 

event - see you then! 

Helen Glendinning 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOX 

COORDINATOR 

Please could someone take on the 

role of coordinator for our local 

group of boxholders. I have had this 

role for a few years but now need to 

relinquish it. It consists of contacting 

about 14 people in March each year 

and collecting their boxes 

(sometimes just their cheques). 

Then counting the contents and 

banking it all locally. 

This society has for many years sup-

ported and mentored many vulnera-

ble children in the UK. Could you 

take on this coordinating role please 

for the local group? 

Phone Fiona Littlejohn 01730 

261993 and thank you. 

 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF LAND IN 

CHURCH ROAD  

A summary of the planning 

process, by Stuart Wilson of 

Wilson Designer Homes 

• When talking with people locally, 

it became obvious that everyone 

wants a clearer understanding of 

how the planning process will 

work and the development may 

progress, and the timetable for it 

all.  I hope this brief message 

goes some way to help. 

• I know that the opportunity for 

consultation is uppermost in 

many minds and I would just con-

firm that WDH is committed to 

public consultation. However, for 

this to be productive and mean-

ingful, it is important that the vis-

uals we produce for you to con-

sider are along lines that would 

be acceptable to The South 

Downs National Park Authority 

(SDNPA), in planning terms. This 

process does take time and we 
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are working on it at the moment. 

• I am happy to confirm that the 

stage 1 report, a Landscape and 

Visual Impact Appraisal and sup-

porting documents, has been 

prepared and will be submitted to 

the SDNPA planners.  Once the 

SDNPA has registered the docu-

ments they will be publicly availa-

ble via their planning portal. The 

purpose of the report is to estab-

lish a landscape baseline for the 

site.  The whole development will 

be ‘Landscape led’ and the base-

line will be built on the evidence 

we have gathered from the arbori-

cultural, ecological, topograph-

ical, highways and drainage sur-

veys.  These factors combined, 

define the parameters that WDH 

is obliged to follow for develop-

ment within the allocated site 

area. Over the coming weeks 

WDH, having provided this materi-

al to the SDNPA for their review, 

will engage with them in the first 

stage of pre-application discus-

sions.    

• Having submitted the baseline 

evidence for the site, and if the 

baseline is agreed, an indicative 

programme for the project would 

look like the following: 

November 2021 – Stage 1 evidence 

submitted to SDNPA to commence 

the pre-application process. 

December 2021 – Feedback on the 

landscape baseline received from 

the SDNPA enabling first layouts to 

be produced. 

December 2021 / January 2022 – 

Submission of site layouts, and ar-

chitectural forms, which will reflect 

the initial SDNPA advice and direction. 

January / February 2022 – Feed-

back received from SDNPA on possi-

ble site layouts allowing WDH to 

produce layout proposals.  

February / March 2022 – Presenta-

tion of the draft proposals for public 

consultation.  The venue to be 

agreed, but hopefully in the Village 

Hall with WDH advisors present.  

April 2022 – Information and com-

ments received will where possible 

be built into a planning submission 

to the SDNPA. 

The timeline above can only be in-

dicative; it is sensitive, particularly, 

to SDNPA feedback and timescales 

and as such it may change. I will 

report on this with further updates 

as we move through the planning 

process.  

Stuart Wilson,  

Wilson Designer Homes. 

stuart@wilsondesigner.co.uk 
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Steep church is cautiously returning 

to normal during services. 

Communion is still in one kind but is 

now at the altar rail, though there is 

an option of having the wafer in your 

seat. We don’t shake hands at the 

Peace but gesture in a friendly way 

to people near and further away. 

Coffee is again served inside with 

mugs provided. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Sunday school is returning after half

-term during Parish Communion 

services. Naomi, her parents and 

many helpers marked All Souls Day 

with the annual Light Party with the 

theme God is our Refuge. Fairy 

lights were strung in trees in the 

churchyard to welcome the many 

children and families. Dens were 

built outside but younger ones found 

the nave with its aisle a perfect 

location for building a massive den. 

With treasure hunting and hot 

chocolate everyone had a wonderful 

time and walked in the light. The All 

Age Service in November saw 

Joanna telling us how Jesus always 

gathered people to him and often 

food was shared. Jane baked a 

delicious loaf and this was shared in 

the simple Communion service. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY  

The day was marked by a simple 

ceremony at Steep war memorial at 

the corner of Mill Lane. 

Remembrance Sunday was held on 

the 14th November with Bedales 

supplying a bugler. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES – BE 

PREPARED 

In order to keep people safe the PCC 

decided that this year that people 

will need to book 

beforehand to 

attend Midnight 

Mass at Steep on 

Christmas Eve. 

Christmas Day 

we will worship in 

the churchyard, 

some chairs will 

be provided or 

you can bring 

your own. Last year the weather was 

fine so we are hoping for the same 

again but even if damp we will be 

worshipping outside. 

Stroud’s Carol service on 12 

December will also require pre-

booking. 

Amanda Greenlee 

 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  

bubbles@silksfamily.com 

Jonathan Selby 07926 381786/023 9259 3062  jonathanselby4@gmail.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
mailto:jonathanselby4@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/
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MISTETOE 

The strange parasitic nature of mistletoe has given rise to 

much folklore and tradition. The Druids regarded it as sacred 

and magical – after all, it grew without roots and remained 

green when other plants had lost their leaves. Mistletoe was 

used in their midwinter solstice ritual, after which it was 

shared out for people to hang in their homes, to ward off evil and darkness. It 

was also believed to improve fertility, provided it did not touch the ground, 

which probably accounts for the more recent tradition of ‘kissing under the 

mistletoe’ at Christmas.  

Mistletoe anchors itself to a tree – usually apple, poplar, lime or ash – by put-

ting out tentacles known as haustoria. These penetrate the bark and grow 

into tissues that extract water and minerals from its host.  

It is easy to tell how old a mistletoe plant is as it grows in a 

regular manner. Each year the growing point forks into two, 

so count back along the stem from the tip to the base and 

count the number of times it has divided – this number is 

equal to the age of the plant. 

The white berries which stay on the plant over winter con-

tain one or two seeds. Often they are eaten by birds, in 

particular the mistle thrush from which the plant is 

thought to have got its name. Consequently many seeds 

are distributed in bird droppings although most fall to the 

ground where they fail to germinate. The plant has 

evolved to combat this haphazard method of dispersal by encasing the seeds 

in a sticky coat, which adheres to the bird’s beak when it 

feeds. A bird will often clean its beak by wiping it on a 

branch. The seed stays on the branch and the sticky slime 

hardens gluing the seed to the tree where it can germi-

nate and in time form a new plant.  

 In summer mistletoe will often go unnoticed but it is easi-

ly seen once the leaves have fallen, so if you are out on a 

winter walk this December, glance upwards, and think for 

a moment about this remarkable 'magic' plant. 

Mary Shotter 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF8Leh76fQAhXBoRQKHbElB4wQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/life/courtsocial/article4113704.ece&psig=AFQjCNFt3WkUZyakVw0CK8vvYH4UAQiVtg&ust=1479199742795350

