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subsequent Editor, Bill Whiteman a 

regular contributor, and Bill Jarman 

born in Steep where he lived for 93 

years and was what later genera-

tions might describe as a “legend”.      

Stroud Lane disappeared and was 

replaced by Ridge Common Lane, a 

name which we were told had a 

good historical foundation although 

it took many of us sometime to get 

used to the idea! There was another 

historic first when Juliet Grace  

became the first woman to cele-

brate Communion in Steep, a step 

too far for some. Both have become 

normal in the years that followed. 

1987 to 1997 was also a decade of 

anniversaries; Steep Parish  Council, 

Bedales, Steep Cricket Club, Stroud 

Church and the Lychgate all  

celebrated their centenaries and 

Steep School had a 150th birthday. 

The Harrow was nominated as the 

nation’s “Most Unspoilt Pub” ( a title 

it has recently regained) and the 

Tour de France paid a brief visit to 

Steep – about 30 seconds at a 

guess. 

In short a decade packed with  

excitement, No doubt future genera-

tions will find the early decades of 

the 21st century equally interesting.    

Rollo Wicksteed 

PARISH MAG MEMORY LANE 

Twenty Years ago, in 1997, the  

Editor of this Magazine, then Kay 

Bennett, asked me to write a brief 

synopsis of interesting issues  

covered over the previous decade. 

When I recently reread some  

extracts to the Steep History Group 

they were kind enough to show 

some interest and it was suggested 

a shortened version might be worth 

reprinting in this newsletter; so here 

goes. 

If you remember “The Hurricane” 

you may also remember the excite-

ment when we first got a footpath 

from the Cricketers down Bell Hill, 

and later one through the village. 

There was also a speed trap in 

Church Road which resulted in 

twenty-five cautions being issues 

(mostly to local residents!). There 

were campaigns about clearance on 

The Hangers which resulted in  

coverage in the national press and 

on television. 

Less successful were the attempts 

to get the bypass on the other side 

of Petersfield or to retain our village 

shop. 

The Snelgar family left the Parish 

and a new vicarage was built. Of 

141 deaths reported in the village 

were Beryl Low the founder of the 

Parish Magazine, Harold Gardiner a 
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25 YEARS AGO 

FROM THE CHURCHWARDEN’S LETTER We are looking 

forward to the arrival of our new Vicar, the  

Reverend David Pine, and his family, in 

March. It is almost certain they will live in 

The Camp in Church Road whilst the new vicar-

age in built on the adjoining plot. The Camp 

will then be demolished and the site sold… 

 The Camp, an interesting wooden single  

storey house raised off the ground on piers, 

was built at the beginning of the century by 

a planter who returned home from Malaya where 

he had lived in a similar house, designed to 

keep the snakes from entering the house. 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

The editor would like to thank Hew Granlund for his front cover photograph  

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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FROXFIELD CHOIR 

Froxfield Choir will be performing at 

St Peter's, High Cross in February 

and March. The choir will lead the 

singing at Choral Evensong 

on Sunday 4 February at 5pm. They 

will then welcome guests to a Come 

and Sing of 'Choral Classics' 

on Saturday 3 March with a rehears-

al at 2.30pm and a performance 

at 6.30pm. Please put the dates in 

your diaries and invite friends along. 

The Come and Sing is the perfect 

opportunity for friends to see if they 

might like to join the choir.  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 5th February 2018 in the 

small meeting room at Steep Village 

Hall.  

BEDALES 
LUPTON HALL 

Tuesday 6th February  Lupton Hall 

Re-opening Concert, 7.00 pm.  

Book early, tickets free 

OLIVIER THEATRE    

20 February - Translunar Paradise - 

Experience a journey of life, death 

and enduring love. 7.30 pm 

Tickets £14  

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 8th February - Fran Box 

will talk about “A Murder Most 

Foul!”  Sheet House, Village Street, 

Sheet at 2pm. 

Thursday 22nd February - “Dunhurst 

Students Entertain.”  Steep Village 

Hall at 3.30pm      Heather Maybury  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 13 February 

Details from Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
13 February - The Life and Crimes of 

Jack the Ripper. A talk by Stephen 

Wells.  We meet at Steep Village 

Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
15 February - 69th Birthday Meet-

ing. We meet at 2.15pm at the 

Physic Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Friday, February 16th - HAMPSTEAD 

Drama/Comedy/Romance. Starring 

Diane Keaton, James Norton and 

Brendan Gleason. An American  

widow finds unexpected love with a 

 DIARY DATES 
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man living wild on Hampstead Heath 

when they take on the developers 

who want to destroy his home. 

Tickets £6 and available at One 

Tree Books or ‘on the door’ - no 

need to book in advance. 

Doors open at 7.30pm with film at 

8.0pm. Bar and ice-cream 

If you would like more information 

and would like an email contact 

email: kateburke@mac.com 

Please do come and support us!!! 

COPY FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER  

not later than  midday on Wednesday 14th February 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

CHILDREN ‘S SOCIETY BOXES 

If you have a Children’s Society 

collecting box please would you 

return it either to Pam Morgan, 

Myrtle Farm, Winchester Road, 

Stroud (01730 263843) or Sylvia 

Struthers, Rokewood, 59 Church 

Road, Steep, for the annual count 

before the money is sent to the 

society in March.  Many thanks. 

Saturday 10 February - Life of a 

Chalkstream.  

Saturday 17 February - Shipwrecks 

and Drowned Landscapes: from 

Henry VIII’s Mary Rose to the lost 

worlds of the Black Sea.  

Saturday 24 February - 2018 - A 

Political Perspective.  

Enquiries to Penny Scott - 01962 

771263 - Tickets £12 each talk 

 

mailto:kateburke@mac.com
mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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 education@petersfieldmuseum.co.uk  

or telephone Ryan Watts: 01730 262601 

mailto:education@petersfieldmuseum.co.uk
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BOOK LAUNCH 

“Steep Roll of Honour 1914-1918” 
 

The Roll of Honour constitutes the moving story of 54 men from Steep, near 
Petersfield, who made the ultimate sacrifice in the Great War; among them 

were six pairs of brothers. 
 

As many as 23 of them attended the village school; seven attended Bedales 
and two young men worked there as domestic servants. 

 
The youngest victim was a17-year-old naval rating; the oldest a 52-year-old 

Major General who fell to a sniper’s bullet. 
 

One of them was a famous poet; another played the mandolin. 
 

Five of them were decorated for gallantry; one of them took ‘Gold’ in the  
London Olympic Games in 1908. 

 
Two died of gas poisoning; two as prisoners of war. 

 
One of them served in the Australian Imperial Force; two of them served in 

the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force. 
 

One sailor died ashore – in the Royal Naval Division at Gallipoli; one soldier 
died at sea – his ship being torpedoed and sunk en route to the same theatre 

of war. 
 

Three served as pilots or observers in the R.F.C. and R.A.F.; one of them – a 
fighter ace – had earlier been wounded on three separate occasions as a 

subaltern in the trenches. 
 

Another appeared as an apparition at the exact time of his death; 
an investigation carried out by The Society for Psychic Research concluded 

the ‘sighting’ was quite genuine. 
 

For those who would like to obtain a copy of the book – priced at £10 – but who 

are unable to attend the launch, please contact David Erskine-Hill: 

 
davidjehill@gmail.com 

 
Thank you for your support 

mailto:davidjehill@gmail.com
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

 Reduce running costs up to 80% 

 Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

 Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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often involve a claim that the bank 

has substituted counterfeit money 

into a bank account.  A request is 

then made to attend the bank and 

withdraw some money with clear 

instructions not to tell the bank 

staff. 

If you have been contacted by any 

person stating they are a police of-

ficer (or other official) requesting 

you attend your bank we can advise 

you that this will be an attempt to 

steal your money. 

On some occasions victims are con-

tacted by telephone and asked to 

call back to verify the identity of the 

caller. The fraudster keeps the line 

open from their end to trick the vic-

tim into thinking they have dialled a 

new number to confirm the identity 

of the caller.  If you are asked to call 

back to verify a caller telephone 

Hampshire police on 101 from a 

different telephone or mobile num-

ber if possible.  

There are many other scams in cir-

culation at the moment which in-

volve withdrawing large sums of 

money or other financial transac-

tions such as the purchase of I-

tunes vouchers so please be aware. 

Victims are often over retirement 

age and are defrauded because of 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
The Longmoor Neighbourhood Polic-

ing team together with our col-

leagues in East Hampshire would 

like to request your help in sharing 

the information that follows with 

your friends, neighbours and rela-

tives, particularly the older genera-

tion who may not have internet  

access.  

The Operation Signature initiative is 

currently being undertaken by 

Hampshire Police. Operation Signa-

ture is a campaign to identify and 

support vulnerable victims of fraud 

within Hampshire. Increasingly fraud 

is becoming more complex and  

deceptive, much of which is targeted 

at vulnerable and elderly people.  

Unfortunately there have been a 

number of crimes reported recently 

in the East Hampshire area where 

members of the public are being 

targeted by criminals attempting to 

trick them into handing over large 

sums of cash.  

On many occasions these criminals 

are pretending to be police officers 

and appear to be seeking assistance 

in detecting crime. They often have 

some personal information such as 

your date of birth or even the name 

of your bank. 

The scams involved can vary but 
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their trusting nature. This is general-

ly down to the sophistication of the 

scam rather than the fact they may 

be vulnerable. 

One victim of a recent fraud report-

ed hearing the ‘police sergeant’ they 

were talking to on the telephone 

being asked if he would like a cup of 

tea by a ‘constable’ in the office he 

was calling from.  It was this little 

detail that made them think the call 

was credible.  It wasn’t! 

No police officer or other person 

acting in an official capacity would 

ever contact you to ask you to with-

draw money or provide details of 

your bank account or assist with an 

investigation in this way.  

Please be cautious of any unsolicit-

ed call you receive from any person 

or company who asks you to provide 

any personal or financial infor-

mation. 

If you have been a victim of a crime 

of this nature please call Hampshire 

Police on 101. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

visit www.hampshire.police.uk 

Thank you for taking time to read 

this and please share it with as 

many people as you can. 

Don’t be fooled…… 

Longmoor Neighbourhood Team 

Hampshire Police. 

YOU COULDN’T REALLY MAKE IT 

UP! MR FG AT ALDERSNAPP 

FARM 1924-6 

Steep History Group heard about the 

History of Aldersnapp Farm in our 

January meeting. Mr FG was one of 

its occupants between 1923 & 

1927. He was a colourful local  

character and this amusing episode 

is just one of several incidents  

concerning him.   

Mr Douglas Fleet Goldsmith was an 

auctioneer; he also kept horses. In 

August 1924 a commercial traveller 

named Henry cycled to Aldersnapp 

Farm hoping to sell some books. Mr 

FG asked him to wait in the yard for 

ten minutes. Henry then heard  

gunshots and peering round the  

corner of a building saw Mr FG 

shooting at something. Mr FG then 

came at him bellowing like a bull 

threatening to give him a hiding if he 

did not leave the property. Henry 

tried to leave quickly but to his dis-

may, found the tyres of his bicycle 

were ruined by gunshots and the 

wheels rims were full of indenta-

tions. FG followed him and hit him 

on the back with a hunting crop. 

Henry then heard the words, “Tom, 

Tom, come and help me chuck him 

in the pond!” He had never felt so 

scared in his life and was grateful 

when his feet were on the public 

road again. He had never had such 

http://www.hampshire.police.uk/
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an experience in 30 years of com-

mercial travelling. 

The case was later heard at Peters-

field Police Court. William Brown, 

the groom was examined and asked 

if he had heard the shout: ‘Tom help 

me chuck him in the pond.’ He  

replied, “My name is not Tom, it was 

not me Mr FG called. He calls me 

Bob!” 

 In his defence, Mr FG said that he 

had received a letter telling him that 

two private detectives were investi-

gating his character regarding  

women. He had seen two men 

watching his office in Petersfield. 

The night before Henry called, he 

had heard strangers at Aldersnapp 

during the night & had scared them 

off with gunshots. The next morning 

he found his prize mare was lame 

and suspected someone had 

interfered with her. When Henry 

called at the farm, he had said that 

his name was Prof. Blackett from 

the Board of Agriculture. FG had 

then asked Bob to put him in the 

pond if he did not leave. He also 

said he had shot a fowl for supper 

and it was unfortunate if the shots 

had entered the bicycle by accident. 

FG had already been bound over to 

keep the peace in a former incident, 

so the verdict of the bench was that 

he should be imprisoned for one 

month without hard labour. “Is there 

no appeal?” he asked. The answer 

was: “No.” 

It is unclear whether Mr FG served 

his sentence; he was later sent to 

Park Prewett Mental Asylum.  

Undaunted, he made a daring  

escape and returned to Petersfield 

in January 1926. He arrived on the 

2.25pm train wearing a grey suit 

and bowler hat, looking fit and well. 

He greeted the station porters, 

hailed a taxi and drove to  

Aldersnapp. He looked better than 

he had done for years. On the same 

page the newspaper reminded 

readers of Mr FG’s pluck in tackling 

a mad sailor who had killed a  

woman in the street at Petersfield 

some years ago. He had stalked the 

man & brought him down with a 

shot which effected the capture of 

the sailor….. 

Mr FG appears in the local papers 

on more than one occasion during 

this time. This story is taken from 

accounts in The Hampshire  

Telegraph of August. 1924 and  

Portsmouth Evening News of  

January. 1926.  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The first meeting of 2018 was on 

16th January at Langrish School.  

Ramsdean Road Development. Cala 

Homes  ha ve  submi t ted  a  

mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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pre-application to South Downs  

National Park for a proposed devel-

opment of up to 30 homes on the 

Ramsdean Road site. It can be 

viewed on the SDNPA website under 

ref number SDNP/17/06010/PRE. 

The PC agreed to await the com-

ments of the SDNPA and will then 

seek to engage with both parties.  

Saving Lives Together ...  Mrs 

Angharad Snow presented to the PC 

details of this campaign and is seek-

ing help to provide a defibrillator in 

the village. This a national campaign 

to help save the lives of those who 

have suffered a cardiac arrest. The 

aim is to provide defibrillators in 

rural communities. Modern defibril-

lators are suitable for members of 

the public to use with little or no 

training. All that you need to do fol-

lowing a collapse is to turn the de-

fibrillator on, attach two adhesive 

pads to the patient’s bare chest and 

then follow the audible instructions 

given by defibrillator. The PC offered 

full support to this campaign and 

hoped that volunteers would come 

forward to be trained in the use of a 

defibrillator. It would also seek to 

help identify an appropriate location 

in the village. Potential locations 

discussed included the old tele-

phone kiosk, The Seven Stars PH 

and Langrish School.   

Governor vacancy Langrish School. 

Mr James Greenwood, the Chair of 

Governors at Langrish School is 

seeking a person from the local vil-

lage community who might wish to 

become an LEA governor. He is hop-

ing for the local community to be-

come and feel more involved with 

the school. For further information, 

please contact James on 07891 

473773. 

Casual Vacancy Stroud PC. Fiona 

(Ony) Rogers has sadly stepped 

down from her Parish Councillor 

role. As a result, there is now a va-

cancy for a Parish Councillor on the 

PC. If not enough applicants for the 

advertised position are received 

and therefore an election not be 

required, the PC will seek to co-opt 

a new councillor. Any interested 

persons should contact the clerk, 

Liz Foulston.  

Precept 2018-2019. The PC agreed 

the annual precept for the next year 

at £11,941. This is a 4% reduction 

from the previous year. 

Forts and Fleets, QE Country Park. 

County Councillor Oppenheimer 

wished for all to be aware of the 

soon-to-be opened facility at the QE 

Country Park. QE Park is working 

with the armed forces to bring mili-

tary and civilian communities closer 

together through a shared love of 

nature and the great outdoors with 

a new play area, assault course, 

community space and dog activity 

trail.   
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EHDC GRANT PUTS STEEP ON 

THE MAP 

Visitors and residents in Steep will 

be able to look at the village in a 

whole new way thanks to a new out-

door map installed at a beauty spot. 

The new aluminium map board sits 

at the top of Mill Lane overlooking 

the Ashford Hangers and gives  

people the perfect view of the  

surrounding area. 

Cllr Jenny Martin, of Steep Parish Coun-

cil, and Cllr Nick Drew, of EHDC with the 

new map in Steep 

Installed by Steep Parish Council the 

map was partially paid for by contri-

butions from other organisations, 

including a £250 Councillor Grant 

from EHDC ward member Cllr Nick 

Drew. Hampshire County Council 

also made a contribution. 

Cllr Jim MacDonald, of Steep Parish 

Council, said: “One of the objectives 

from our Parish Plan is to help resi-

dents and visitors enjoy our out-

standing landscape to the full, 

whether that is interpreting the view 

using our new map board or  

tramping our many footpaths.” 

The map includes local attractions 

and landmarks: the Poet’s Stone, 

Lutcombe Pond, the Shoulder of 

Mutton and wild flowers that grow 

in the area as well as the local net-

work of footpaths and bridleways. 

Its lofty location allows walkers and 

cyclists to stop and admire the view 

and plan their route as they get to 

know the village. 

Cllr Drew said: “The new map is a 

beautiful addition to the village and 

really enhances the experience for 

people who are walking through, as 

well as the residents themselves” . 

“I was delighted to be able to help 

and more than happy to put £250 

of my Councillor Grant fund towards 

the scheme.” 

East Hampshire District Councillors 

are each allocated £4,500 each 

year to support local projects of 

community benefit. 

Media Contact: EHDC Communica-

tions Officer, Will Parsons, 01730 

234030 
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 SARA 

Stroud Area Residents Associa-

tion would like to remind everyone of 

the forthcoming Annual General 

Meeting and Quiz Night at Langrish 

S c h o o l ,  R a m s d e a n  R o a d , 

Stroud 7.15 pm Friday February 

23rd.Price £8 per person and in-

cludes fish and chip supper. There 

will be a cash bar serving wine, beer 

and soft drinks and tickets are avail-

able from all SARA Committee mem-

bers (if any problem locating one 

then please feel free to contact SARA 

Chair Lionel Fanshawe 01730 

260718 or  

lionel@stroudvillage.co.uk ).  

Please see poster on page 5  

A little bit about Stroud’s Residents 

Association and Parish Council (with 

thanks to the authors of the Stroud 

Parish Plan 2013) 

Following a public meeting in the 

village in 1988, called by a group of 

six villagers, a loose gathering of 

villagers formed what was later to 

become the Stroud Area Residents 

Association (SARA) in 1993. The 

main campaign was to form a dis-

tinct Parish and Parish Council for 

Stroud, breaking away from the  

auspices of Petersfield Town Council 

to  represent the wishes of the small-

er, rural community. With the new A3 

bypass about to create a very re-

al boundary between the two, the 

distinction between them was be-

coming more evident. 

The Department of Environment 

allowed the new Parish status in the 

autumn of 1993 and following an 

election in January 1994 the new 

Parish Council was formed three 

months later. 

Since that time, our locally elected 

Councillors and part time Clerk have 

done much behind the scenes to 

ensure our interests are heard at a 

wider level; planning applications 

reviewed, footpaths, bus shelters, 

recreation ground and trees main-

tained, new initiatives supported.  

In response to villagers’ foremost 

concerns, they have successfully 

campaigned for and achieved  

reduced speed limits along the 

A272, first to 40mph and then 

30mph, with related traffic calming 

measures. They continue to admin-

ister the local governance and set 

the financial precept. 

SARA has continued as the catalyst 

for the village’s social events 

(including the well known and very 

well attended annual Stroud Revels 

– look out for it this year Saturday 

July 28th at Rothercombe Farm) and 

with its more informal remit, has 

been the engine of several commu-

nity projects, many of these in  

tandem with the Parish Council and 

always with their support. 

mailto:lionel@stroudvillage.co.uk
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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Yet further offshoots of both organi-

sations have seen communities 

brought together for specif-

ic initiatives such as the original Vil-

lage Design Statement, new village 

hall proposals and most recently 

the production of the Parish Plan in 

2013. The latter has in turn led to 

projects for the upgrading of the 

Stroud Recreation ground and cur-

rent negotiations with housebuilders 

and the National Park that could see 

the provision of much needed and 

overdue new housing in the village 

while also providing the village with 

its missing village hall. 

One way or another, the small com-

munity of Stroud has been very ac-

tive in these last 30 years and be-

tween the regular annual social ac-

tivities, including the village sum-

mer barbecues, winter quiz night, 

litter picks, dances, educational 

walks and farm visits, there 

has been a good list of physical and 

documentary outputs too. There is 

much to thank those who have given 

their time to the Parish Council and 

Residents Association and done so 

much over this time to keep the 

community spirit so alive and well. 

Finally, and importantly, there is a 

village website 

 (www.stroudvillage.co.uk) where 

you can find out about events in the 

village and snippets of information 

that you may well find useful. Any-

thing of local interest is very wel-

come, and you are welcome to send 

news, items of recent and historical 

information and anything to do with 

people in and around the village for 

publication. 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY – Steep 

Parish Council has a vacancy for a 

parish councillor and it is hoped to 

co-opt someone to the role at the 

March P.C. Meeting.  Being a parish 

councillor requires commitment and 

can be challenging, but is a reward-

ing, interesting and varied role for a 

community minded person able to 

offer a few hours each month.  If 

you would like to learn more about 

the role of parish councillor, please 

contact the Clerk for further infor-

mation, or to register your interest.  

A contribution towards expenses, 

such as childcare, can be claimed to 

enable attendance at meetings. 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SCHEME – 

Redesigned proposals for Stoner 

Hill have been received following 

feedback from the Safety Audit and 

discussions with HCC Traffic Engi-

neer, Joe Folland. The plans now 

include for the edging lines to be 

extended further along the C18  

following concerns raised by  

Sandsbury Lane residents, but do 

not now include the removal of the 

http://www.stroudvillage.co.uk/
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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centre white line which would be 

allowed to fade with time and not re-

marked (this is following advice that 

the centre line is fairly new and re-

moval of the line may look unti-

dy). The benefits of not removing 

the centre line at this stage are that it 

gives the Parish Council a chance to con-

sider the value of retaining the centre line 

or otherwise in the new setting and 

this will also enable the work to go 

ahead more quickly.  The revised plans 

are available via the parish council web-

site. 

SPEEDWATCH SCHEME – Thank you 

to everyone who returned the volun-

teer forms – these have now been 

forwarded to the Police Community 

Support Team and we await details 

of the health and safety training.  In 

the meantime, the Parish Council 

will trial the equipment, as used at 

Selborne, in the next few weeks. 

PRECEPT – Steep P.C. agreed that 

the parish precept of £14,000 will 

remain the same for 2018-19, alt-

hough residents may notice a small 

difference in the amount they pay 

due to some minor changes at 

EHDC.  The precept has been main-

tained through careful use of funds 

and by making full use of grants 

when available. 

Jenny Hollington, Clerk  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk,  

www.steep-pc.gov.uk  

“THE FUTURE OF OUR LAND-

SCAPE – BREXIT AND AFTER….” 

On Friday, March 9 at 7.30pm, 

Friends of Steep Church will be hold-

ing a panel discussion in the Olivier 

Theatre, Bedales School. A distin-

guished group of speakers with local 

connections will be discussing the 

issues facing our countryside and 

the farming community at this time 

of significant change, to see if there 

is an emerging consensus on the 

key challenges and how they might 

be addressed. 

The panellists will include Clare Mo-

riarty CB (Permanent Secretary at 

the Department for Environment, 

Food and Rural Affairs); Dr William 

Wolmer (Managing Director of the 

Blackmoor Estate); Margaret Paren 

OBE (Chair of South Downs National 

Park and of National Parks Eng-

land); and a local farmer. The Panel 

will be moderated by Matthew Rice 

who is Chair of the Bedales Board of 

Governors. He is a painter, author 

and architectural enthusiast who is 

passionate about the countryside.  

Tickets are £12.50 (£10.00 for 

members of Friends of Steep 

Church) from One Tree Books in 

Petersfield or may be reserved by 

calling 01730 233241 or 01730 

2 6 9 5 3 3  o r  b y  e m a i l  t o  

FriendsofSteepChurch@gmail.com.  

mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk
http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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 Froxfield Choir welcomes guests to 

raise their voices at a Come and 

Sing of Choral Classics on Saturday 

3 March. The rehearsal will run 

from 2.30pm, with a performance 

at 6.30pm.Music includes some of 

the great choruses from Handel's 

Messiah, including the Hallelujah 

Chorus, as well as the composer's 

Zadok the Priest, Parry's I was 

Glad, Fauré's Cantique de Jean Ra-

cine and David Fanshawe's rousing 

Lord's Prayer from African Sanctus. 

The whole event will take place at St 

Peter's, High Cross, Froxfield, and 

there will be a break for tea with an 

array of delicious sandwiches and 

cakes provided by members of the 

choir. Payment on the day is £10 for 

singers, £5 for the audience. Music 

is provided, but if you have a copy of 

the Novello edition of Messiah it 

would be helpful if you could bring it 

along. 

 Please put the dates in your diaries 

and invite friends along to join in the 

singing, or come and listen to the 

performance. The Come and Sing is 

the perfect opportunity for friends to 

see if they might like to join the choir. 

For further information about the 

c h o i r  p l e a s e  g o  t o   

froxfieldchoir.co.uk and find us on 

facebook and twitter. You can also 

hear the choir at 5pm on Sunday 4 

February, leading the singing at 

Choral Evensong, also at St Peter's, 

High Cross.  

 

SAFARI SUPPER 

A few years ago many of us in the 

village enjoyed a ’safari supper’. 

You’re probably familiar with the 

idea – in groups of 8 to 10, partici-

pants start at one house for a first 

course and then move on to have a 

main course with a different host, 

all ending up at the village hall for 

pudding. We are planning a repeat 

on this on 28th April and hope that 

as many people as possible will join 

us 

Please contact Jane Owen – 01730 

264282 for details. 

Jane Owen and Selina Garstin  

COME AND SING CHORAL CLASSICS WITH FROXFIELD CHOIR 

http://froxfieldchoir.co.uk/
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

New Fitness Class 
starting at Steep 
Village Hall on 
Tuesday nights 
at 7pm with Jo 
Lilly 

Total Body Conditioning, Legs Bums 
and Tums 

Basic Body conditioning with the use 
of music, conditioning equipment, 
body weight, fun and interaction.  

Nostalgic keep fit for all abilities that 
will strengthen your core, tone your 
lower body and improve your fitness. 
Spaces are limited, to avoid disap-
pointment please contact Jo to book 
on 0779 654 1369 
First class is free   

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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 CHURCH NEWS 
The preparation for the wonderful 

celebration of Christmas is always a 

busy time and this year was no ex-

ception for Steep, including four on 

Christmas Eve. John and Chris have 

been extremely busy and we are 

very grateful to them and their team 

especially at this time of year. 

There was a real sense of communi-

ty to the period of Advent and 

Christmas this year. It was lovely to 

see the Church so beautifully deco-

rated and used for services by all 

the Schools within the village, as 

well as those involving the larger 

community of Steep.  Bedales sen-

ior school held a traditional service 

of lessons and carols by candle light 

which was well attended by pupils, 

staff and parents. The morning  

service held by Dunhurst staff and 

children was a very moving and re-

flective time with the children being 

reminded that Christmas is a period 

of giving not just receiving, and giv-

ing doesn’t have to be just in the 

form of gifts but can be time, the 

offer of help and support to each 

other. Steep school held their tradi-

tional Christingle service which was 

a delight to behold, and as far as I 

am aware there were no major inci-

dents with the oranges and candles.  

At Holy Trinity, Privett we soon for-

got the cold, dark wet and windy 

weather outside once we were in-

side the packed church. Later that 

week, we had Carols by candlelight 

at All Saints organised by the 

Friends of Steep Church. The 

Church looked beautiful in the can-

dlelight and was very atmospheric 

with a capacity crowd and standing 

room only; it was good to have the 

children of Steep Primary school take 

part. The service was followed by re-

freshments in the school hall and was 

a great opportunity to wish friends 

and neighbours season’s greetings. 

Thank you to FOSC for organising 

such a great community event. 

With Christmas Eve falling on a Sun-

day, it was a packed day throughout 

the parish;  the beautiful crib ser-

vice at High Cross in the afternoon, 

this being extra special for those 

involved being Chris’ last one. Holy 

Communion at Stroud and the can-

dlelit Midnight service at Steep to 

welcome in Christmas day itself.  

There is always a sense of anticipa-

tion at the Christmas Day service at 

All Saints’; who will be the special 

guest this year? Although, the 

planned visit of the Donkeys was 

not to be (an urgent text received 

just before the service started!), we 

were not disappointed but had to 
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com


27 

look very carefully for the special 

visitor due to the very full house on 

Christmas day morning! It was lovely 

to see so many attending the ser-

vice this year (330 +); it definitely 

felt as if there was no more room at 

the inn – but no one minded being a 

little squashed to be part of such a 

great celebration. 

Thanks to all those involved in creating 

such a special time: flower arrangers, the 

organists, candle lighters (and extinguish-

ing team!), the choir and to John and 

Chris for the services and time spent in 

preparation. We were richly blessed by all 

your hard work, beautiful singing and 

playing. 

New Year’s Eve Benefice Commun-

ion was held at Froxfield on the 

Green. It was lovely  for members of 

both Steep and Froxfield to share 

together in this small, intimate and 

beautiful church.  

FAREWELL TO CHRIS All Saints’, 

Steep was packed for the Benefice 

Communion for the Revd Chris Prior-

Jones’ farewell service. Tribute was 

paid to Chris whose time in the dio-

cese has seen the benefice grow 

and be nurtured in so many ways. 

She will be greatly missed and we 

wish her and Bill the very best and 

much happiness with their family in 

Yorkshire.  

SERVICE CHANGES: There has been 

a need to change some of the ser-

vice times this month now that John 

is our only priest in the two parishes. 

These are listed on the back of this 

month’s newsletter. One change is 

to the All Age Eucharist on 4th Feb-

ruary, which will now start at 10am, 

and will become a non-communion 

service, led by lay members of the 

church. Stroud Church will continue 

to have two Communion services 

each month, with one on a Saturday 

at 6pm and the other on a Sunday 

morning at 8.30am.  We will be re-

viewing the changes here and in 

Froxfield over the next 6 months and 

your feedback is welcome. Please 

continue to look for opportunities of 

worship.  

GIFT CARDS: Thank you for the gen-

erous number of store gift cards do-

nated to the families supported by 

the Roberts Centre, Portsmouth, 

over the Christmas period. The total 

will be announced on the weekly 

church bulletin. If you’d like a copy 

please contact Anne Grove  steep-

froxfieldprivett@gmail.com  

FUNERALS 

Patricia Borland - 23rd November 

2017 

Roderick Bruce Alexander Moore - 

9th January 2018 

May they rest in peace and rise in 

glory. Amen. 

Helen Muir-Davies – Church Warden  
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com 

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Suzi Openshaw 827743  

           Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

 CHURCH SERVICES IN STEEP, STROUD & FROXFIELD 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

