
  

Tucked away down a track on the left as one rounds the final corner in Steep 

Marsh and heads up past Coldhayes to the hangers is the site of the old 

brickworks. They were built around 1890 on a site that had a ready supply of 

suitable clay, and indeed one of the claypits is still there in the form of a large 

pond.   The illustration shows men at work, with bricks on the left and a man 

holding the mould in the centre. (The little girl by the way was Graham 

Rowden’s grandmother).  

Rollo Wicksteed remembers roaming the area as a boy and seeing the brick-

works and the little railway that ran through Taylor’s Copse out to the road.  

THE  BRICKYARD, STEEP MARSH 
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smith, two antique restorers, two 

agricultural enterprises and a lift 

company and you can see that 

sleepy Steep Marsh makes quite a 

contribution to the local economy. 

Incidentally, the very thriving charity 

Canine Partners had its early exist-

ence in the brickyard. This was in 

1990, when three dogs were 

brought in to be trained to provide 

assistance to disabled people. To-

day, though the dogs are trained 

elsewhere,  there are over 750 

dogs, so we can say that here is 

another way in which Steep Marsh 

has made its mark. 

David Dobson    

25 YEARS AGO 
STEEP PARISH COUNCIL At the Parish Council meet-

ing of 11th January, the recent flooding of the 

roads, particularly that at Elmwood Corner in 

Steep Marsh, was discussed. Both Mr. Bert Perry, 

County Councillor, and Mr Ray Street, Parish 

Councillor, had visited the Area Surveyor’s  

Offices to draw their attention to the problem, 

and the Council is continuing to press for  

preventative action. 

 A report on noise levels arising from traffic 

on the bypass showed that in many areas the  

levels exceeded those originally forecast by the 

Department of Transport. 

However, by the nineteen fifties 

such a small enterprise became 

uneconomic, and the works were 

demolished in 1960 to make way 

for four long poultry houses. Then 

came years of intensive poultry rear-

ing, which didn’t come to an end 

until 1990. 

Those four long sheds are still there 

today, but now divided into eighteen 

light industrial units, and the span 

of activity there is quite broad. The 

ice cream you buy in the Folly Mar-

ket and local pubs is made there. 

Another small firm makes pickles 

and chutneys, and yet another 

makes cheese. Add to that a carpet 

business, two carpenters, a black-

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

The date of the Feb P.C. meeting is 

Monday, 4th February at 7.30 p.m. 

at the Village Hall .  

BEDALES 

OLIVIER THEATRE    

6-8 February - The Bedales Rock 

Show. 

26 February - Luke Jermay 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 12th February For more 

information contact: 

Fran Box - 266284 or franbox-

steep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
12th February – Shape of Fashion 

1900-1914 by Deirdre Mitchell in 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 14th February.     Judy 

Thompson talks about The Africa 

House in Zambia at Jane Jonathan’s 

- Sheet House at 2pm. Meet 1.45pm 

at Steep Village Hall to car-share.  

Thursday 28th February       Bring a 

baby photograph then guess who is 

who!  Steep Village Hall at 3.30pm  

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Friday, 15th February, Peterloo - 

Drama/History. Starring Rory Kinne-

ar, Maxine Peake and Directed by 

Mike Leigh. The story of the 1819 

Peterloo Massacre where British 

forces attacked a peaceful pro-

democracy rally in Manchester. 

Tickets available from One Tree 

Books or on the door. Doors open at 

7.30pm, film at 8.00pm, bar and ice

-creams!  

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
21st February -  70th Birthday Meet-

ing. We meet at 2.15pm at the 

Physic Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

SAVE THE CHILDREN  “BIG SALE”  

to be held in the Festival Hall in  

Petersfield 29th, 30th and 31st 

March  

 DIARY DATES 

COPY FOR THE MARCH 

NEWSLETTER  

Wednesday 20 February 
To David Dobson at Downgate 

Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at 

Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, 

Stroud GU32  3PF - 267214 

mitchjd@btinternet.com  

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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BUILDINGS, GARDENS AND 

MONUMENTS IN STEEP 

In response to public demand we 

have updated and reprinted this 

book with lots of interesting details 

about the architecture & history of 

the buildings of Steep. It was origi-

nally produced in 2012, by Tony 

Struthers, as part of the Parish 

Plan. 

It will shortly be vailable at £10 

from Fran Box -  266284 

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk, 

Hugh Routh - 01730 267237 

 or Celia Storey, Tithe Barn, 102 

Church Road - 265591.  

 

Saturday 23rd February 

10.30 - 12.30 

In Steep Village Hall 

mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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A LITTLE HISTORY OF THE STEEP 

AND OTHER BRICKYARDS, AND 

THEIR WORKERS 

David Dobson’s leader article for 

this month features the Brickyard of 

Steep Marsh, with information about 

its history as well as what happens 

there today. But who were the peo-

ple who worked there in the past? 

The 1891 Census, taken on 5th 

April of that year, lists two brickmak-

ers: Godfrey Breach, aged 58 years 

and Thomas Norgate 32 years. Both 

were living with their families at cot-

tages nearby in Steep Marsh. In 

addition, two others living at Railway 

Cottages in the Burntash area, listed 

themselves as bricklayer’s labour-

ers. They were Frederick Pledger 59 

years and Robert Hounsome 69 

years. Whether this meant they were 

employed at the brickyard or on 

building sites elsewhere is un-

known. However, given its close 

proximity, it seems likely that they 

may well have worked at the Steep 

Marsh brickyard.  

Ten years later the information pro-

vided in 1901 Census seems to 

indicate that the Steep brickyard 

business had expanded. There was 

now a foreman brickmaker: 54 year 

MENTORS & FAMILY SUPPORT 

My name is Sophie and I work as a 

Volunteer Co-ordinator for Hamp-

shire County Council.  

I was wondering if it would be  

possible to be put in touch with 

someone with whom I can discuss 

the volunteering opportunities that 

we have within Hampshire County  

Council Innovations.  

We are currently looking for more 

mentors and family support volun-

teers to work with the young people 

and families referred to us in the 

East of Hampshire. We are looking 

for volunteers from all backgrounds 

that would be able to be a positive 

role model for these young people 

and have a positive influence on 

their life choices. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me 

with any questions. 

Many thanks, Sophie Wood  

sophie.wood2@hants.gov.uk  

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

mailto:sophie.wood2@hants.gov.uk
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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old Edward Butler, and three other 

brickmakers: John Hobbs 29 years, 

Frederick West 43 years and Harry 

Gisborne 41 years. There were also 

three brickyard or bricklayer’s la-

bourers: Alfred Ryder 16 years, 

Thomas Frost 34 years and Frank 

Passingham 24 years. Two of the 

brickmakers lived at cottages in 

Steep Marsh and one at Kettle-

brook. The labourers lived at Rail-

way Cottages and Tanyard Cottages. 

The number of brickyard workers 

had increased from four to seven 

workers, indicating a greater pro-

duction of bricks. At around this 

time, a large number of houses 

were being constructed in Peters-

field and the surrounding areas. It 

seems likely that production was 

increased to meet the additional 

demand for bricks.  

Another ten years after this, the 

1911 census revealed four 

brickmakers, all living at cottages in 

Steep Marsh. They were the Edward 

Butler 28 years, son of the 1901 

foreman brickmaker, Frederick 

West, 53 years, continued to work 

there. John Coombs 64 years and 

George Carpenter 60 years had 

joined him. William Trigg, 46 years, 

of Burnt Ash Cottage was bricklayer 

and labourer. Did the fact that two 

fewer workers were now employed, 

perhaps indicate that the demand 

for bricks was beginning to decline?  

The clay soil found in our area was 

perfect for the making of bricks, 

hence the creation of local brick-

yards. There was a large brickworks 

at the Causeway in Petersfield and 

one on the Winchester Road at 

Stroud. Both of these seem to have 

been larger than the Steep brick-

yard. A source states that the Steep 

brickyard may also have supplied 

bricks to the London Brick Compa-

ny. The brickworks at Stroud began 

around 1870 and was owned by the 

Gammon family. The bricks pro-

duced there were stamped with the 

label ‘Stroud ‘, some of which still 

survive. Cottages in North Stroud 

Lane were occupied by the workers 

of the Stroud brickworks. According 

to Petersfield Museum, the Cause-

way brickworks ceased production 

in 1937. The Stroud works also 

wound up in the late 1930s. A 1946 

drawing shows the Steep brickworks 

as somewhat derelict, so work in 

Steep may also have stopped at 

around the same time. Increased 

mechanisation of the production of 

bricks had made such small works 

unviable. It has been revealing to 

uncover information about the past 

industrial heritage of Steep. If you 

are related to any the Steep or 

Stroud brickyard workers, or have 

other information on this subject, 

we would be pleased to hear from 

you. franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk    

mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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This process matters to Steep be-

cause the Plan includes a number of 

changes to the Settlement Boundary 

for the parish. Most significantly, 

there is a proposal to incorporate 

the land south of Church Road and 

next to the Village Hall (now in the 

care of the trustees of the Steep in 

Need charity) plus a small area of 

Village Hall land into the settlement 

boundary. These changes – and the 

Parish Council’s view of them - were 

described in the Newsletter of  

December 2017 and also referred to 

in the June 2018 issue (these back-

copies are accessible on 

www.SteepVillage.com under Useful 

Information). The South Downs plan 

identified a potential development of 

between eight and twelve houses on 

the Church Road site. Because some 

representations had been received 

which objected to this change in the 

Settlement Boundary, the Park plan-

ners reviewed their proposal, recon-

firmed the proposed allocation for 

development but have suggested a 

modification to the plan by adding a 

condition that 20% of the area 

should be retained as open space.  

There was a specific review of the 

objections (and the SDNPA’s revised 

proposal) by the Inspector in early 

The U.K.’s newest National Park 

covers an area of 628 square miles 

of Southern England and the journey 

to adoption of the new South Downs 

Local Plan has been a long one. Af-

ter a number of years in preparation 

and an extensive consultation pro-

cess, the plan has been undergoing 

a formal examination by Inspector 

Brian Sims in recent months.  His 

review is intended to check whether 

or not the plan is technically sound 

and that all the representations re-

ceived during the consultation have 

been carefully considered. The In-

spector will decide whether the Plan 

can be adopted as it currently 

stands or whether modifications are 

required. Depending on the signifi-

cance of any changes he requires, a 

further period of consultation may 

be needed. The Plan is a large and 

complex document, covering many 

aspects of planning policy, as well 

as determining the use of a number 

of specific areas within the Park. 

Full details of the document, the 

changes that have so far been made 

and the process being followed can 

be found by going to 

www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning 

and following the links to the Local 

Plan. 

SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK LOCAL PLAN - AN END IN SIGHT? 

http://www.SteepVillage.com
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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AN ANGEL WITH A MEAN MAL-

LET (AND A GLASS OF PIMM’S)! 

Many of 

you will 

have read 

of the 

death of 

Joan Fan-

shawe just 

before 

Christmas 

when visit-

ing her daughters in New Zealand, 

and I thought I would share some 

memories of this stalwart of Stroud 

Village for over 50 years.  

Joan’s part in the Battle of Britain 

as one of the WAAF ‘plotters’ at Ux-

bridge has been well documented in 

the National Press and  Petersfield 

Post, but perhaps not as well known 

is the fact that Joan was also on 

duty at Tangmere on D-Day – at the 

same time as her future husband, 

December. We will not know the re-

sult of his deliberations until his 

overall decision on the Plan is pub-

lished in due course. There is no 

definite date for this but it may hap-

pen in the next ninety days. 

Once the Planning Inspector’s report 

is issued, the substance of the Plan 

will be firmer, and we can start to 

discuss the possibilities for this im-

portant site in the heart of Steep. 

The trustees of Steep in Need, of the 

Village Hall and the Parish Council 

are committed to ensuring that there 

is the best possible consultation on 

any proposals. 

If you have questions or comments 

on this topic, please contact the Par-

ish Clerk, Jenny Hollington, on 

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk or Chairman 

of the Steep In Need Trustees,  

Geoffrey Dale, on  

geojdale@hotmail.com  

mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:geojdale@hotmail.com


12 

  

077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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ing aerial acrobatics over East 

Hampshire, and also always being 

‘game for a laugh’ – which saw her 

‘flying’ a carpet along a beach in 

New Zealand. 

A very accomplished musician and 

painter and very active member of 

the community, Joan will be sadly 

missed not only by her family here 

and in New Zealand but also by  

everyone who knew her. There will 

be a memorial service for Joan at All 

Saints Church, Steep on Saturday 

March 30th at 2 p.m.  I expect there 

will be many people there and a 

response way beyond anything Joan 

would have expected. 

It seems like only yesterday when, at 

one of the Stroud Church Carol Ser-

vices, Joan started to play the 

(electric) keyboard and the first 

sound was a loud, automatic, heavy 

beat – to which Joan exclaimed “Oh, 

Hew!”. Clearly her grandson had 

also been interfering with that key-

board. 

Our thoughts are with Lionel, Caron, 

Hew and Isla at this time, and  

Lionel’s sisters and their families in 

New Zealand as we all think of Joan 

and the memories she has left with 

us all. Thank you also to Lionel for 

helping me put this short article  

together. 

Jeremy Mitchell  

Tom, was commanding a Royal Navy 

Corvette off the landing beaches. 

We can only imagine the emotions 

that Joan had to set aside when 

plotting enemy aircraft moving to-

wards the beaches, and Tom’s vessel. 

Fortunately both came through their 

war-time experiences relatively un-

scathed and, having married in Au-

gust 1944, moved to Petersfield in 

the 1950’s and to Stroud in 1963, 

buying Freshwater House and living 

there happily together until Tom 

died in 2000. Joan moved to a pur-

pose built studio next door on her 

son Lionel’s land in 2003. 

In their time in Stroud both Tom and 

Joan were heavily involved in Village 

activities, were founding members 

of SARA (Stroud Area Residents As-

sociation) and had a long relation-

ship with both Steep and Stroud 

Churches. 

In her own right, Joan was a long-

time member of Stroud Afternoon 

WI, played the organ at both Steep 

and Stroud Churches and will be 

remembered by many, including me, 

as a formidable croquet player with 

an innate desire to win, or send her 

opponent’s ball to the opposite end of 

the lawn should the opportunity arise. 

Those who knew her will also re-

member her indomitable spirit 

which at the age of 97 saw her do-
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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THE ANCIENT YEW. 

Growing on 

the south 

side of the 

Church it is 

magnificent, 

possibly a 

thousand or 

more years 

old. Indeed, it 

may predate 

the church 

and perhaps 

marks a site 

of pre-

christian  

worship; very old yews often do so.  

Our tree, sadly, is dying back in  

places, probably due to nutrient 

starvation caused by the steel band-

ing which was put around the limbs 

to support them some 70 years ago.  

And much of the tree is hollow, so 

there is very little structural strength 

in the trunk. In September, a large 

branch fell down and the PCC real-

ised that urgent action was required 

if the rest of the tree was to be 

helped and saved.  Experts were 

consulted, including a knowledgea-

ble tree surgeon and the unanimous 

advice was to reduce the top consid-

erably, take the weight off the trunk 

and ease the load on the old, rusty, 

bracing.  As the tree was judged to 

be dangerous, Archdeacon Collins 

gave consent for the work to be car-

ried out without delay.  We are hop-

ing that fresh growth will be thrown 

up both to fill the gaps resulting 

from the surgery and to show that 

decline has been stopped.  The next 

job will be to replace the old bracing 

with a modern equivalent, which is 

stronger and kinder to the tree.  This 

will be carried out after a period of 

rest for the tree when we expect 

signs of rejuvenation to appear.  

Anthony Littlejohn 
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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STEEP BONFIRE 2018 

By the time you are reading this, 

last November 5th will probably 

seem something of a distant 

memory, but we wanted to cele-

brate another successful event. This 

was the forty-first bonfire and fire-

work display at Steep and, judging 

by the feedback we have received, it 

continues to be regarded as a high-

quality display which gets better 

with each passing year. Total at-

tendance this time exceeded one 

thousand.  

It is first and foremost a local com-

munity event – and is run entirely 

with local voluntary effort, under the 

leadership of Paul Garstin. From the 

complex and artful construction of 

the bonfire (based on years of expe-

rience!) to the ignition of the fire-

works; from crowd management to 

health and safety considerations; 

from traffic control to the catering 

team labouring over a hot barbecue; 

a great deal of effort goes into these 

sixty minutes of excitement. And as 

a welcome by-product of everyone’s 

enjoyment, through your generosity, 

we have been able to generate suffi-

cient funds to donate to local chari-

ties (more than £8,000 over the last 

five years). 

We have been very fortunate to 

have Richard and Sue Coles manag-

ing the hot food over recent years, 

serving (with a team of helpers) un-

countable sausages and burgers. 

Sadly, they have decided to hang up 

their aprons and we are thinking 

about the best way of feeding our 

audience in 2019. If you would be 

interested in taking on this role, we 

would love to hear from you (please 

call Selina Garstin on 01730 

263641).  We would also welcome 

any new volunteers able to help out 

with the many other tasks that make 

the evening a success. 

We look forward to seeing everybody 

on Tuesday, November 5th, 2019. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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Hampshire on the internal layout 

and functionality of the new Village 

Hall, to be built as part of the plan-

ning conditions for the site. The 

Trustees are keen to engage more 

local residents in this process and in 

the future running of the Hall – if 

anyone is interested in knowing 

more about how they may be able to 

help please contact David McKinney 

in the first instance - dmckin-

ney.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk.  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

WEBSITE  
www.steep-pc.gov.uk  

Ray Street set up the Parish 

Council website many years ago 

and has been maintaining it ever 

since for a small monthly pay-

ment from the Parish Council.  

Ray has decided that it is time to 

take a back seat and let some-

one else take it over from the 

Spring.  We are hugely grateful to 

Ray for his efforts and his swift 

response to all our requests.  

Ray will continue to look after the 

Steep Village Community web-

site. 

If there is someone who feels 

they could take on the monthly 

maintenance of the Parish Coun-

cil website please contact Jenny 

Hollington clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk  

STROUD NEWS  

RAMSDEAN ROAD DEVELOPMENT  

Progress on site has been aided by 

the recent dry weather, so much so 

the first 4 plots are now ready for 

internal drainage and beams. 

As at the beginning of January 50% 

of the site roads were tarmacked, 

which should help greatly in keeping 

the main highways clean, and pile 

mats were complete ready for the 

piling rig to come in on the W/c 7th 

January 

The small stable block has now been 

demolished and the rest of the inter-

nal roads were scheduled to be 

started during the week commenc-

ing the 7th January, and to be com-

pleted by the end of January. 

Surface water storage crates system 

to be installed around the 10th Jan-

uary. Water mains to be installed 

during the week commencing the 

21st January, Gas (a new experience 

for the village) mains to be installed 

from the 28thJanuary with work on 

the site office and compound to start 

the end of January. 

More regular updates can also be 

found on the Stroud Village website 

– www.stroudvillage.co.uk. 

In the meantime, the Trustees of 

Stroud Village Hall are working with 

Cala Homes, EHDC, and Action 

mailto:dmckinney.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 
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REVD CANON JOHN OWEN  

It was encouraging to see so many 

Parishioners attend the installation 

at Portsmouth Cathedral. This was a 

very special occasion for John Owen 

and his family as he was installed 

into the Collegiate at the Cathedral 

in November as an Honorary Canon. 

This award was given to John in 

recognition of his work, particularly 

with rural parishes. Thank you to all 

who have supported John either by 

attending the service, or by sending 

other greetings by email and letter, 

all much appreciated. 

NOVEMBER VISITOR  

We were pleased to be able to wel-

come the Revd Sam Cullen from 

Petersfield (St Peter’s) to officiate at 

Parish Communion on the last Sun-

day in November. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  

The Advent and Christmas season 

was packed with various events 

throughout the benefice. 

It was a delight to see the first of 

many carol services take place on 

the first Monday in December, a 

service of readings and carols for 

Advent and Christmas by Bedales 

pupils and staff, with beautiful mu-

sic from Bedales choir and musi-

cians. Members of both School 

Community and church took part in 

the readings, and it was good to see 

the church full of parents, teachers 

past and present, and villagers. I 

am sure the numbers will continue 

to grow as the reputation of the 

service spreads. The retiring collec-

tion was in aid of Petersfield Coun-

selling services. 

Dunhurst, Bedales Junior School, 

held their Christmas service of mu-

sic, readings and carols, later in the 

same week.   A short talk taking the 

theme of Jesus’s coming to earth as 

“The Servant King” was aptly illus-

trated by Dunhurst pupils acting out 

a role reversal with the king taking 

the role as servant, gave us all food 

for thought. 

The traditional Christingle service 

for Steep School was held in Steep 

church, and again this was well at-

tended by teachers, parents and 

children. 

FRIENDS OF STEEP CHURCH (FOSC)  

Despite it being a very wet and win-

tery night, it seemed few were put 

off by the weather to attend the 

Community Christmas Carols by 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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visitors. 

 Who or what was to be the special 

guest at the service this year? Could 

Revd Canon John come up with 

something or someone new this 

Christmas Day?  

We were not disappointed as two 

beautiful, fluffy rabbits appeared. 

Who could fail to love such cute cud-

dly creatures? – but wait, there was 

more, what had been hiding by the 

altar – a snake!  

For some, creatures such as a snake 

are more difficult to love and care 

for than the fluffy rabbits, and they 

are often given a hard time due to 

the way they look and move. It is the 

same with people, some are easier 

to help and care for than others, but 

Jesus during his time on earth 

showed love to everyone, including 

those that are not always easy to 

love.  

We appreciate and wish to thank all 

those people that help to make the 

Christmas services run smoothly – 

the officiators, the organist, the 

choir, the sidespeople, organisers, 

the candle lighters (and extinguish-

ers!), as well as those who help 

make the Church look so beautiful – 

the flower arrangers, the cleaners, 

the polishers - whatever part you 

played in making the Advent and 

Christmas season so special, THANK 

YOU. 

Candlelight organised by Friends of 

Steep Church. We are very grateful 

to FOSC for organising such an 

event for the village and supporting 

the Church and community in this 

way. It was a lovely evening and all 

who went thoroughly enjoyed it and 

many have  said it made a lovely 

start to their Christmas. 

 CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS 

DAY SERVICE 

In contrast to the final preparations 

and rushing around before the main 

event that is for many Christmas 

Eve, there is something very serene 

and calming when entering the 

church for midnight communion. As 

you walk down the church path and 

see the spotlight on the tower, you 

enter the church bathed in soft can-

dlelight. Away from the hurly burly, 

you can take a quiet moment to 

reflect the true meaning of this cele-

bration at this special service to 

welcome in Christmas Day.  

You have to get to the church early 

for the Christmas Day family service 

if you want a seat and standing 

room only has become the norm. 

This family- led celebratory service 

this year was no different with 300 

plus attending. The readings were 

read by children, all of whom did 

extremely well, speaking clearly and 

loudly, telling out the familiar story 

of Christ’s birth, and his first  
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BOXING DAY BELLS AT STEEP 

What a pleasant surprise to hear the 

family quarter peal for Christmas 

ring out on Boxing Day morn – the 

reinstatement of a long-ago Routh 

family tradition.  Thank you – may it 

long be continued. 

GIFT CARDS 

Thanks to your generous donations 

in our Christmas services; we were 

able to present The Roberts Centre 

with £230-worth of Gift Cards this 

Christmas to help make it a better 

time for some of those in need.  

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funeral 

Mrs Karin Antonini aged 91 

  19th January 2019  

 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES 

Over the last twelve years I have 

been the box collector for the Chil-

dren’s Society.  During this time 

the significant and generous con-

tributions to the charity have been 

greatly appreciated.  I am now 

handing over this task and am 

delighted to say that Mrs. Tamsin 

Strowger, a regular member of 

Steep Church, has agreed to take 

on this responsibility and she will 

be informing box holders of the 

new arrangements for collection 

in time for March next year.     

Pam Morgan 
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

