
  

WILLIAM HENRY HAWKER, A VICTORIAN PHILANTHROPIST  

AND MORE  

In 1868, Steep separated from East 

Meon and became a parish in its 

own right. Who better to appoint as 

its new vicar than the Rev William 

Henry Hawker, who lived in the 

parish at Ashford Lodge? Since 

1864, he had been acting as curate. 

This tall, good looking young man 

was much more than just a cleric. 

He was an ardent collector and 

intensely interested in wildlife. 

Ornithologist, entomologist, 

botanist, zoologist, he was one of 

the original members of the British 

Ornithologists' Union and owner of a 

considerable collection of British 

birds and insects. He kept a diary of 

his notes and travels in these 

respects and must have enjoyed the 

opportunities of our local 

countryside. He wrote for journals. 

An active member of the Alpine 

Club, he was one of its first 

members, travelling on the 

continent, climbing in the Maritime 

Alps of Savoy & in Corsica. He was 

also good sportsman, a keen shot 

and fisherman.  

STEEP AND STROUD NEWSLETTER 
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William Henry Hawker, born 1828, 

was the fifth son of Admiral Edward 

Hawker and his wife Joanna, who 

had come to live at Ashford Lodge 

in 1830. After degrees at Trinity 

College Cambridge, William entered 

the church. In 1858 he married 

Eugenia Inglis Jones. In the same 

year his stepmother, Lady Williams, 

died and left him the Ashford Lodge 

estate. After the Admiral died in 

1860, William and Eugenia moved 
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back to Steep with their newborn 

twins William and Charlotte. In 

1871 Arthur, another son was born.  

With great energy, the Hawkers 

embarked upon a number of 

projects in Steep. The first of these 

was to renovate the small former 

chapel and make it worthy of being 

the parish church of All Saints’. 

Plans for the building of a new taller 

bell tower and internal renovation 

were initiated. Hawker was a 

member of the wealthy gentry class 

of mid Victorian England, yet he was 

keen to improve the lot of the poor. 

In 1872 he granted portions of his 

land for the building of a new school 

and for the erection of almshouses. 

Before this, 56 local children were 

crammed into the single roomed old 

National School. Elderly former 

agricultural workers of Steep often 

ended up in Petersfield workhouse.  

Sadly, William was not to live to see 

through his great schemes, for in 

1874 he died at the young age of 

45 years after ‘a severe illness of 

several weeks’. Thanks to Samuel 

Blackburne, the succeeding vicar, 

the church improvements were 

achieved. The magnificent stained 

glass window over the altar was 

given by Eugenia, in memory of 

William. The new school opened in 

January 1875 and has been in 

good use ever since. Around 1880, 

Steep Children’s Home began at 

Berryfield Cottage, housing young 

orphaned girls aged 3-11 years 

from the Portsmouth area. It 

continued there until at least 1898. 

This may have been one of 

Eugenia’s schemes.   

In 1879 a local man named William 

Eames bequeathed his estate for 

the building of the Steep 

Almshouses and their endowment. 

The Almshouses were completed in 

1882 on the land given by William 

Hawker. They are still in use today. 

William and Eugenia’s younger son 

Arthur died aged 12 years in 1883 

and their daughter Charlotte in 

1887 aged 27 years. Both were 

buried at Steep. Two years later 

their remaining son, William 

Carmichal, by then a young army 

officer with the Hampshire 

Regiment, died of wounds 

sustained in battle in Burma 

(Myanmar). Eugenia died in 1901 

and was buried at Steep. Her 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  
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25 YEARS AGO 
MILLSTREAM OIL SYNDICATE 

 Harting and district started an oil buying syndicate in 1986, when a few 

friends combined their requirements to improve their bargaining power when 

buying domestic heating oil. That syndicate is now some 300 strong, and as a 

result those members get their heating fuel at a much reduced price. That isn’t 

all, for an added bonus is that the fuel supplier has made a contribution to 

Harting Church’s heating costs; in fact the cost of heating Harting church has 

been completely covered by this rebate. 

 Last year a new syndicate was set up for the Steep area, and with only 

about 30 members so far we have already received a contribution towards Steep 

church heatng cost. Clearly there is much to be gained if we have more members 

in the syndicate, and if  anyone is interested contact …. 

The syndicate thrives today. See: 

The Millstream Oil Syndicate website: www.millstreamoilsyndicate.com or 

telephone: 825711.  

granddaughter Dorothy inherited 

the Ashford estate in 1907, by 

which time poet Edward Thomas, 

his wife Helen and their two older 

children had come to live in Steep 

at Berryfield Cottage. Ashford Lodge 

and its estate were eventually sold 

in 1911. 

These are just a few snippets from 

story of this important local 

Victorian family about which The 

History Group heard recently. More 

will appear on our website in due 

course.  www.historyofsteep.co.uk  

Fran Box 

HOUSE CONTENTS SALE IN 

AID OF ALL SAINTS' CHURCH 

Saturday 15th February, 10am to 

2pm - Boys Flat, Bedales School 

We are reducing our house con-

tents by half. From sofas to 

lawnmowers and kitchen utensils 

and everything in between, there 

will be something for everyone as 

we prepare to move abroad. All 

money raised will go to All Saint's 

Church, Steep.  

Ellie Thackrey 711634 

http://www.millstreamoilsyndicate.com/
http://www.historyofsteep.co.uk
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PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 3
rd

 February in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

BEDALES 
OLIVIER THEATRE    

5-7 February Bedales Rock Show in 

aid of John Badley Foundation - £20 

10 February Eckersley Lecture - Why 

is life the way it is? Free 

27 February Green Ribbon History 

Lecture - Why the First World War 

Failed to End . Free 

LUPTON HALL 

26 February The Cabinet of Dr Ca-

ligari - Minima. £14/12 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
We ask you buy/reserve tickets in 

advance as we are nearing our li-

cenced limit and if we have a full 

house from reservations, walk ups 

will need to be excluded. 

https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/buy-

tickets/ 

The Good Liar – 7 February  

Official Secrets – 28 February  

Knives Out – 6 March  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 11th February 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
11 February -  Uppark Fire and Res-

toration at Steep Village Hall at 7.30  

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 13th February.  Valentine 

Quiz at the Storey’s, Tythe Barn, 

Church Road at 2pm. 

Thursday 27th February.   Lunch at 

Durleighmarsh at 1pm. Meet at the 

Village Hall at 12.45 pm to carshare  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
20th February - 71st Birthday  

Meeting. We meet at 2.15pm at the 

Physic Garden 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

 DIARY DATES 

COPY FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 18th March 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/buy-tickets/
https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/buy-tickets/
https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/event/the-good-liar-7-february-2020/
https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/event/official-secrets-28-february-2020/
https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/event/knives-out-6-march-2020/
https://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/event/knives-out-6-march-2020/
mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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currently visible but under 

construction. Please keep an eye on 

it as events and other features are 

added, and if you are interested in 

hiring the hall please email 

glen.wellstead@stroudvillagehall.org 

in the first instance. 

This is an exciting time for the 

village and its residents, and the 

trustees look forward to welcoming 

residents and visitors to the hall 

when it is open – and we should be 

able to provide more information on 

this next month. 

Jeremy Mitchell 

 

STROUD PC NEWSLETTER 

REPORT JANUARY 2020 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 

Councillors would like to welcome 

our new residents to Stroud as 

many of the new houses are now 

occupied.  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

At the annual parish meeting this 

year our PSCO John Payne will be 

giving a talk. This will be held on 

Tuesday the 28th of April 2020 at 

Langrish Primary School. Further 

details to follow. 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
STROUD VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 

There are now six trustees for the 

new Stroud Village Hall and 

Residents Association charity 

(formerly the Stroud Village Hall 

charity), and the social committee 

are putting on their first event at the 

end of February (the annual quiz) for 

which there are more details 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

This is likely to be the last event held 

by the residents in Langrish School 

hall as the new Village Hall is due to 

be handed over to the trustees at 

the end of March. 

There will be a lot of work to be done 

thereafter to fit-out the hall and this 

will mean many opportunities to be 

involved in some way both then and 

in the future helping to run the hall 

in a profitable manner. 

The trustees are planning on 

recruiting a manager and a cleaner 

– both part-time – to manage the 

hall on a daily basis, supported by 

volunteers and if you would like to 

know more about either post, or just 

about volunteering opportunities 

please email 

tasha.finn@stroudvillagehall.org for 

more information. 

The Village Hall website, 

www.stroudvillagehall.org, is 

mailto:glen.wellstead@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:tasha.finn@stroudvillagehall.org
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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CRIME – BURGLARIES AND 

TELEPHONE SCAMS 

All residents please be aware that 

Stroud has had three burglaries in 

the last few weeks. Crime seems to 

be on the increase so please ensure 

that your sheds, outbuildings and 

houses are properly secured. For 

security advice please check the 

Hampshire police website or police 

social media pages. Please report 

any incidents to 101 even if nothing 

appears to be taken as this gives 

the police a better picture of 

criminal activity in the area. Also, 

telephone scams have been 

reported in East Meon, Buriton and 

Petersfield, where the scammers 

claimed to be from the Metropolitan 

police asking people to transfer 

money. Please advise elderly and 

vulnerable neighbours of these 

crimes so they are aware these are 

happening in the area. 

BUDGET 2020/21 

Stroud Parish Council has agreed a 

budget of £12720.00 for 2020/21 

and this is an increase of £795 on 

this years budget which was 

£11925.00, which decreased by 

£16 on the previous year. If you 

have any questions about the 

budget please speak to the 

Councillors or Clerk (or see our 

website). 

RECREATION GROUND 

The council has agreed to purchase 

new picnic benches and seating for 

the recreation ground. The 

landowners have agreed to the re-

development of the entrance of the 

playground. Please look out for 

notices on the gate and our website 

for when the work will commence 

and access maybe restricted. 

COUNTRYSIDE VOLUNTEER ROLE – 

PATH WARDEN 

Hampshire County Council’s 

Countryside service is looking to 

recruit volunteers to assist with 

maintenance of the pathways in the 

area. Typical tasks would include 

replacing stiles or kissing gates, 

resurfacing pathways, building 

bridges or boardwalks. If this is 

something that you think you would 

enjoy taking part in please contact 

Adam Macey –Community 

Engagement Ranger 01962 

845379 or email 

adam.macey@hants.gov.uk  

 SPEEDWATCH  

Stroud still needs more volunteers 

to join the Speedwatch team. If you 

can spare the odd hour now and 

then or simply want to find out more 

please contact Carl Foulston at 

carlfoulston@aol.com.   

about:blank
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very special time in their lives.” 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR 

CONTINUED FREE ACCESS TO 

HWRCS 

A new resident permit system will 

begin operating in April 2020.  It will 

be controlled by Automatic Number 

Plate Recognition (ANPR) and will 

ensure continued free access for 

Hampshire residents to any of 

Hampshire’s 24 HWRCs to dispose 

of household waste, while access for 

non-Hampshire residents will be for 

a fee of £5 per visit. Charges for non

-household waste, including soil and 

rubble, plasterboard and asbestos 

remain. 

Hampshire residents can register up 

to three vehicles via the Hampshire 

County Council website. The system 

will quickly check the registration of 

the cars coming into the site against 

the number plates that have been 

registered so that Hampshire 

residents can freely enter the sites 

as many times as they wish, without 

any further checks. 

The introduction of this system will 

allow those living outside Hampshire 

to continue to use Hampshire 

HWRCs while making a contribution 

towards the costs of disposal of their 

household waste in Hampshire. 

Hampshire residents should register 

for free access to any Hampshire 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 

A NEW YEAR, A NEW FORM OF CIVIL 

PARTNERSHIP 

The law around civil partnerships 

changed on 31 December 2019. 

For the first time, a man and a 

woman can now legally enter into 

the same form of civil partnership 

as same sex couples. 

Opposite sex couples can give their 

notice of intent to form a civil 

partnership by contacting the 

Hampshire Ceremonies team (part 

of the HCC Registration Service) 

which conducts weddings and civil 

partnership ceremonies. 

Welcoming the change in national 

legislation, Leader of Hampshire 

County Council, Councillor Keith 

Mans, said: “This new legislation is 

an historic development because 

since 2004, civil partnerships have 

been exclusive to same sex 

partners. In 2014, legislation was 

passed allowing same sex marriage. 

Now, for the first time, both same 

sex and opposite sex couples have 

more choice about how they wish to 

officially mark the lifelong 

commitment they’re making to one 

another”. 

“Our dedicated Registrars are 

delighted to be on hand to help 

couples make their partnership 

plans and support them during this 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/


13 

report fly-tipping incidences. HCC 

has recently been involved with the 

design of a new app – ClearWaste, 

which does just that.  ClearWaste 

has been set up by a local 

Hampshire business and directs 

reports of fly-tipping to the district 

council that covers that area - 

ensuring the report goes to the right 

place. It also promotes licenced 

waste carriers and those who are 

accredited by Hampshire County 

Council’s “Buy With Confidence” 

scheme - directing residents and 

businesses to trusted traders they 

can employ for house or office 

clearances. 

Everyone has a legal duty of care to 

ensure that any waste from their 

household or business is disposed 

of correctly, reducing the risk of 

rubbish being dumped illegally. 

Failure to do this could result in an 

unlimited fine, if waste ends up fly 

tipped. 

HAMPSHIRE FUTURES: “INSPIRING 

AMBITION, SUPPORTING SUCCESS” 

I would like to raise awareness of an 

important service provided by HCC 

called Hampshire Futures.  

Hampshire Futures is part of 

Hampshire County Council's 

Children's Services Department and 

provides help for young people aged 

16-24 who are not in education, 

HWRC at www.hants.gov.uk/vehicle-

registration-hwrc 

Hampshire residents who already 

hold a van or trailer permit do not 

need to re-register that particular 

vehicle. For residents without 

internet access, please call 0300 

555 1389 to register. 

POSITIVE RESULTS FROM FLY-

TIPPING CAMPAIGN 

Newly released national figures 

show that the amount of fly-tipped 

waste on public land in Hampshire 

fell by 25 per cent between 

2017/18 and 2018/19 and the 

number of reported incidents on 

public land fell by 4 per cent in the 

same time. 

These positive results demonstrate 

that our collaborative approach with 

our partner organisations is working. 

Together, we’re sending out a clear 

message that fly-tipping will not be 

tolerated in Hampshire. Our focus 

has been on ensuring that those 

committing fly-tipping crimes are 

vigorously pursued, while at the 

same time running a campaign to 

highlight how everyone has a part to 

play by checking that their 

household or business waste is 

being taken away by a waste carrier 

legally licenced to do so. 

We have also been working on ways 

to make it easier for people to 
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077919 62327 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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employment or training. It has a 

range of programmes introducing 

learners to different vocational 

areas. In addition to achieving a 

recognised qualification, learners 

have the opportunity to gain 

confidence, build self-esteem and 

develop personal skills. 

The programmes are delivered by a 

team of experienced tutors and 

pastoral staff, and learners are 

supported throughout. Each 

individual has their learning needs 

assessed and is supported with 

English, maths, ICT and 

employability skills as appropriate. 

The Hampshire Futures team can 

then help young people to look and 

apply for jobs and apprenticeships 

and support them with application 

forms and CV’s. The team will keep 

in touch once participants have 

found something to make sure 

everything is OK. Young people in 

Hampshire who may wish to know 

more can contact Hampshire 

Futures by phoning 01962 846193. 

Finally, it is also worth mentioning 

that a £900,000 pilot scheme was 

launched by HCC on 23 December 

2019 to create more apprenticeship 

opportunities in the County. The 

funding – a transfer from the County 

Council’s Apprenticeship levy - is 

being made available to help fund 

new apprenticeships until 31 March 

2021. It will be targeted at small 

and medium enterprises, public 

bodies such as local councils and 

the emergency services, academy 

schools, health and social care 

providers and construction 

companies. To find out more and 

apply for a Levy Transfer, you can 

email 

apprenticeships@hants.gov.uk 

RUSSELL OPPENHEIMER 

County Councillor for Petersfield 

Hangers 

CARER AND COMPANION  

Carer and Companion – qualified 

female aged 52 with full NVQ care 

training plus dementia and pallia-

tive experience and a passion for 

elderly care, would like to devote 

working life to caring in or near Al-

resford. Available Monday to Fri-

day for companionship, good cook-

ing, personal care, appointments, 

and all aspects of care. Advanced 

driver. Live in not required  

07845 997 416  

tel:07845%20997%20416
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL   

Responses to questions raised at 

the Community Up-date Meeting are 

now available on-line at  

www.steep-pc.gov.uk 

For those residents who don’t have 

access to the website, printed cop-

ies will be available from the Infor-

mation Kiosk in the Village Hall Car 

Park.   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LET YOUR 

HOUSE? 

Group of 4 visiting family from Aus-

tralia seeking 3 bedroom property 

near Steep for the following periods: 

a) 14 May 2020 to 29 May 2020 

(15 nights), b) 5 July 2020 to 16 

July 2020 (11 nights). Ideally the 

same house for both periods but 

would consider two houses. Please 

contact Samantha at 

sammiemc@icloud.com  

 

HAMPSHIRE HOME LIBRARY 

SERVICE 

Petersfield Library has a team of 

volunteers who help take the library 

into the homes of those who strug-

gle to get there themselves due to 

poor health or mobility issues.  Do 

you know anyone who might benefit 

from a volunteer visiting once a 

month to exchange individually cho-

sen library books and/or audio 

books?  

If you’d like to know more or you’d 

like to refer someone please speak 

to staff at your local library, search 

Hampshire Home Library Service 

and apply online or call 0300 555 

1387.  We’d like to take this free 

service to anyone who needs it in 

the Petersfield area and the outlying 

villages 

 https://www.hants.gov.uk/

librariesandarchives/library/

resources/homelibraryservice 

 SPEEDWATCH STATS IN 2019 

                       May      June      July       Aug              Sept        Oct            Nov      

 Stoner Hill   94/30*  31/1*  61/2* 36/5*/1** No Data  !9               6/1* 

 (at The Lodge)        

 Cree’s            7           2           3/2*   11/1*/1** No Data 4/0*/1** 11/1* 

 Corner 

 First Time Offenders/* Second Time/** Multiple 

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:sammiemc@icloud.com
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/resources/homelibraryservice
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/resources/homelibraryservice
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/resources/homelibraryservice
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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 CHURCH NEWS 
A POEM FOR EPIPHANY 

MYRRH 

A shocking gift to bring a baby 

Strange and bitter 

the birth a kind of death 

the recognition 

stark 

symbolic 

the hurting in the loving 

Only now, perhaps 

looking back 

we see 

the inseparable 

eternal 

wisdom of the choice 

almost unbearable 

but real. 

Jenny Sandys 

On Advent Sunday at the TenAM 

service the children made Advent 

boxes containing prayers that the 

congregation had written. Terry 

Doubleday told us about the work of 

the Petersfield Food Bank, which 

provides such a vital service for 

those in hardship. 

CHRISTMAS 

In December here were carol ser-

vices aplenty with Stroud Church 

holding theirs on the 8th and a 

beautiful candlelit service organised 

by the Friends of Steep Church on 

the 17th  at Steep. The ever popular 

service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

was held at Privett on the 22nd; 

despite the chilly surroundings 400 

people gathered in the magnificent 

interior of Privett Church. 

Candles were lit again for Midnight 

Communion on Christmas Eve when 

many people join the regular con-

gregation to sing traditional carols 

and mark the coming of the Christ 

Child. For the main service on 

Christmas Day young people took 

centre stage and read the familiar 

Nativity story. The church was 

packed but Geoffrey and his team 

can always squeeze in another fam-

ily. This year the altar area was par-

ticularly crowded as the aisle of the 
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round the Hangers whilst everyone 

else sought Christmas cheer inside. 

DOUG BANYARD 

We lost a stalwart of our congrega-

tion when Doug Banyard died on 

26th November, just before his 99th 

birthday. For many years Doug led 

the Celtic worship on Thursday even-

ing in Steep. He could often be seen 

outside Waitrose engaging people in 

animated conversation or sitting 

quietly with others on the bench. At 

some services John would ask him 

to give the blessing before we left 

and his strong voice would proclaim 

the words in ringing tones. No doubt 

many of us will miss having a word 

as we pass through the Central Car 

park. 

Amanda Greenlee 

Nave was kept free. During John’s 

talk we learnt why. John asked for 

volunteer shepherds, several chil-

dren stood up as did Pauline Cooke, 

a real life shepherd. John encour-

aged the congregation to chant ‘we 

want sheep’ and from the vestry 

came two people dressed as Pales-

tinian herdsmen might dress, each 

leading a beautiful Herdwick sheep. 

These were low, grey coated ani-

mals, quite broad and it was not only 

children that wanted to pat them. 

The congregation left the church in 

beautiful sunshine. 

The runners for John’s Boxing Day 

Fun Run were not so fortunate but 

several hardy people and dogs ran 

from Stroud to Steep. One intrepid 

person continued for five more miles 
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

