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BEDALES BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT  
Mary Shotter 

One of the few good things to have come out of 2020 is that more people 

than ever got outside and connected with the natural world. Back in April, 

during the first lockdown in an attempt to find even a little ‘normality’ with 

the school having moved to online learning, I started to take my daily walk 

around the Bedales’ grounds.  

It was very noticeable that as the human influences on our world diminished, 

nature seemed to come into its own. Firstly, there 

were the woodpeckers (we are lucky to have all 

three UK species here in Steep – great spotted, 

lesser spotted and green) drumming, calling and 

flying past in their unique undulating way. Had they 

always been here in such numbers? I suppose they 

had, but before, there had neither been the time to 

look or the silence to hear.  As spring progressed, I 

began keeping a record of what I had seen, starting with noting the names of 

trees as their leaves unfurled.  

The daffodils came and went, as did the blue-

bells in the Sand Quarry. Butterflies emerged – 

Brimstones (left) are always the first, followed by 

tortoiseshells, commas and gatekeepers. Swifts 

screeched overhead - a sure sign that summer 

had arrived. I moved on to recording plants and 

with the help of a colleague from the Biology 

department, Cheryl Osborne, found over 200.  

In June I started putting out a moth trap. It was all a bit trial and error, but I 

discovered moths prefer overcast, even damp nights rather that bright clear 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  

Thank you to  Sally Jay  for the front page photograph of Steep Church  



3 

ones. Moths are generally underrated. They are 

masters of camouflage such as the buff tip which 

resembles a broken birch twig and diverse in size 

and shape.  Among those captured were Angle 

Shades (left), Ermine, Ruby Tiger, Garden Carpet 

and Vestal. We also have several species of hawk-

moth here in Steep, includ-

ing Elephant, Pine, Poplar 

and the giant 12cm Privet. 

My favourite though has to be the wonderfully named 

Merveille du Jour (right) which loosely translates as 

‘the best thing I’ve seen all day’ and merges effort-

lessly into lichen covered tree trunks 

So far I have found 102 species which I was delight-

ed with until I read in the September Newsletter of 

Ron Allen’s 160+ species found in Stroud. Must try 

harder…… 

Another interesting find was the wasp spider.  

The female (left) is large, (about 15mm). The 

male, in comparison is much smaller measuring 

only 5mm and is pale brown.  Their webs have 

single zig-zag pattern of silk through the centre 

(called a ‘stabilimentum’). It is thought to reflect 

UV light and attracts pollinating insects such as 

flies and bees.  

The wasp spider is a relative newcomer, having 

originated in the Mediterranean, first colonising the UK in the 1940’s, and 

has now become locally common in southern England. 

Over the past ten months I have recorded over 500 species in all and have 

recently begun to catalogue lichen and mosses. There is still a lot to discover 

and I will be starting with the RSPB Big Bird Count at the end of January. 

 As I write, we are once more in lockdown. It is again a difficult and stressful 

time, but I hope you are all able to find some solace and enjoyment from 

spending time in the natural world this spring. 
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 DIARY DATES 
 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
The Steep Film Society in Memory of 

Sir Alec Guinness remains unable to 

show films during the latest Lock-

down.  However, we do have a num-

ber of things of note to announce. 

Our accounts were audited by a 

qualified accountant and passed 

with flying colours.  The bank ac-

count is very healthy. 

In order to meet our objectives we 

have opened up a library of films 

that can be borrowed by  mem-

bers free of charge. Contact   

robin,hollington@steepfilmsociety. 

org.uk for details. 

Premium memberships have already 

been extended to 1 April 2021 – the 

Trustees will make a call as to the 

date we will push back premium 

subscription renewals once we know 

the lie of the land. Likely 30 Sep/31 

December (as most people will have 

6 months or so left to run). 

We will restart screenings as soon 

as we can do so, under whatever 

regulations are in place at the time. 

The first film back will be free of 

charge for members. 

Robin Hollington 

 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL. 

During these difficult times, Steep 

Parish Council meetings continue on

-line via Teams, on the first Monday 

of each month.  See our website for 

full details: www.steep-pc.gov.uk.   

Members of the public are welcome 

to join the meetings and can do so 

via the link at the bottom of agen-

das, and these can always be found 

on parish noticeboards or on the 

website 3 working days ahead of the 

meeting.   The next P.C. meeting will 

be Monday, 1st February 2021. 

There is always an item of public 

comment towards the beginning of 

each meeting for anyone who wish-

es to raise an issue with us.  If you 

do not have the appropriate technol-

ogy but want to get in touch, please 

e-mail the Clerk on jen-

ny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Steep History Group cannot meet at 

present. Research continues for 

items for future presentation to the 

group. A book is planned. Much in-

terest has been shown in our 

www.historyofsteep.co.uk  website. 

A number of enquiries have been 

made through the website by re-

searchers. Replies to these and  

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
http://www.historyofsteep.co.uk/
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assistance with family and local 

history research have been provid-

ed. The History Group will resume 

again when it is safe to do so.  

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Unfortunately, we are unable to 

meet as a group in the current situa-

tion but are going to try a Zoom 

presentation for our February meet-

ing. Our speaker Nik Knight will be 

telling us all about Bats. We look 

forward to getting together in our 

new Village Hall in Stroud later in 

the year. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
Unfortunately, like many other or-

ganisations, our meetings have 

been suspended for the past few 

months: however we shall restart as 

soon as Covid restrictions allow.   

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden. 

stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk 

Susan Kuruber  261351 

WELCOME CLUB  
We all sorely missed meeting up for 

various activities and tea or lunch, 

but mostly we missed the social 

interaction and having a good chat. 

In the summer we were able to 

meet up outside in groups of 6 for 

(un)socially distanced tea in the 

lovely sunshine. 

At the end of summer we had lunch 

with soup and pudding. The Smiths 

kindly offered their studio so that we 

could space out. We completed the 

cycle within days of the next lock-

down. 

Heather and I look forward to meet-

ing again as things ease in the late 

spring. If you would like to be a 

member or to help - please contact: 

 Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The next meeting of Stroud Parish 

Council will have been held by Mi-

crosoft Teams on Tuesday 26 Janu-

ary and an update will follow in the 

March newsletter. 

COPY FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 17th February 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or Downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com


6 

 

Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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allotment.  The Tithe Award of 1841 

shows that at the date of the Tithe 

Map the “Landowner” of the Church 

Road allotments was “Steep Parish” 

and that the occupier of the tithe 

plot numbered 291 was “George 

Baker & Others”; and that of the 

extra-large plot (tithe plot numbered 

290) was “Thomas Budd Snr”: in 

the 1851 census Mr Budd was aged 

92 and widowed.  When the 

remaining manorial waste was 

enclosed in 1866, the valuer 

treated the [allotments] as part of 

the waste, and within his power to 

dispose of without consulting the 

Vestry. But he did allocate it for the 

poor, together with the two other 

plots on Bowyers Common and the 

Stroud still managed by the Parish 

Council.  WW”.   

Parliament provided that each 

Parish Council discharge the 

functions of an “Allotment Authority” 

which regulated allotments; and 

protection of allotments was 

provided for by an Act of 1908 

which still applies today; and the 

reference to labouring population 

The February 1977 Newsletter 

records that at the January Council 

meeting, “a draw took place to 

allocate positions in the allotment 

area in Church Road, Steep.  

Following are the names of those 

who will now have allotments there: 

- Messrs Eldridge, Heath, Ifould, 

Lawrence, Upton, Walters.”  

In the same edition, William 

Whiteman (‘WW’), a well-respected 

local historian, wrote a piece entitled  

‘“A BIT OF HISTORY ABOUT THE 

CHURCH ROAD ALLOTMENTS.  Now 

that the allotments in Church Road 

have been revived, it is interesting to 

recall that the land has been 

allocated for this purpose since April 

22, 1829 when the Steep Vestry 

resolved to create some “gardens” 

for the labouring poor so that they 

could grow vegetables. A list dated 

1837 show that all of the allotments 

were let by the Vestry to 

parishioners at modest rent; the 

names of those who rented the 

allotments appear in lists dated 

from 1837 to at least 1865: James 

Ifould is listed as a tenant of an 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

THE CHURCH ROAD ALLOTMENTS ARE BELIEVED TO BE THE THIRD 

OLDEST ALLOTMENTS IN THE COUNTRY 

Shannon Askew - Steep Allotment Society  
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

Joint Action  
Mobile Chartered  

Physiotherapy  

Treatment in your  

own home  

01730 268011 / 07799528175  

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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was abolished by an Act of 1919 as 

part of the great reconstruction after 

the WW1 so that all parishioners 

were entitled to an allotment: that 

remains the position today. 

The pandemic, and a new drive 

towards greater self-sufficiency has 

meant that a group of residents 

have got together to form the Steep 

Allotment Society. We wish to 

exercise our right to take up the 

allotments within walking distance 

of our homes. If you would like to 

join us please contact the Secretary 

to the Steep Allotment Society – 

Shannon Askew    

shannonjlong@hotmail.com  

The following is conjecture based on 

historical knowledge of Steep and 

some facts.  

Why is the Cricketers Inn called by 

that name, when Steep cricket club 

and grounds are at the opposite end 

of our village? The answer lies in the 

fact that Steep Cricket Club was not 

founded until 1893, but The 

Cricketers Inn dates from several 

decades before then.  

A young man named Henry Ifould 

was perhaps the young entrepreneur 

of his day. He was born around 

1825 into a humble Steep family. 

Yet rather than becoming an 

agricultural labourer, like his father 

Richard, Henry developed an 

interest in brewing. By the age of 26 

years, he was living in the Spain in 

Petersfield and listed as a working 

maltster.  

At that time, the Hawker family of 

Ashford Lodge were a notable 

presence in Steep, owning much of 

the land that lay on the north side of 

what we now know as Church Road, 

but then only a track across waste 

land. The diaries of William Hawker 

recount that cricket matches were 

organised on the Ashford estate, 

with teams of married farmers 

against single ones. But where could 

much needed refreshments be 

provided after the match? 

By 1859 Henry Ifould had built a 

new public house named The 

Cricketers Inn at the crossroads. 

This may well have happened with 

encouragement from the Hawker 

family. The driveway to the Hawker 

estate lay just a few yards north of 

the Cricketers pub.  Upper Ashford 

Lodge in Stoner Hill Road was the 

lodge house at the top the drive 

SOME HISTORY TO MARK THE REOPENING OF 

THE CRICKETERS INN, STEEP by Fran Box 

mailto:shannonjlong@hotmail.com
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

● Vaccinations        ●  Claw clipping 

●  Blood sampling  ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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leading to the bigger house in 

Ashford Lane. The Hawkers would 

later go on to provide land for the 

building of Almshouses, Steep 

School and cottages. They 

instigated other items in the village, 

why not the pub too?  

Henry Ifould applied for a licence 

stating that the pub offered good 

accommodation with eight rooms, 

stabling for six horses, a chaise 

house and it occupied a central 

position. A testimonial was 

submitted to the magistrates, 

signed by both churchwardens and 

respectable inhabitants of the 

parish who raised no objection. Mr 

Minty, a local solicitor, supported 

his application. A licence was duly 

granted in September 1859. It 

seems likely that Henry may have 

either borrowed money to erect this 

substantial building, or a monied 

family like the Hawkers provided 

funds, in order to make greater 

provision for the local sporting 

events of the time.  

Henry Ifould’s business as 

innkeeper prospered. At the 1866 

Enclosures of Steep, he was able to 

buy the land on which the Cricketers 

stood. The pub was largely rebuilt in 

1930s. There is much more to the 

colourful story of Henry Ifould and 

his family, but perhaps for another 

newsletter.  

25 YEARS AGO 
TREE PLANTING IN STEEP 

On Sunday November 26th 1995 forty 

trees were planted by Bedalians, with 

help from Rollo Wicksteed, in the 

field adjoining the by-pass and the 

Alton Road. They are an endangered 

species from Morocco (Atlas Cedar 

and Spanish Fir) provided by the 

Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh 

as part of their International Conifer 

Conservation programme. The plan is 

that our little population will eventu-

ally provide seed for returning to the 

wild should the need arise. We have 

hopes of being awarded further  

endangered species to look after on 

other parts of Bedales estate. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  Downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall website: www.stroudvillagehall.org.   

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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STEEP C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Lou Romans - Head Teacher 

What a wonderful Autumn Term we 

had.  All our children were back in 

school and making great progress, 

catching up on all their lost learning. 

The children were enjoying being 

back together again with their 

friends. There were of course huge 

challenges, but nothing compared to 

now.   

We were back in January for just 

one day before being asked to 

change everything overnight with 

only a few hours notice.  Schools 

being closed, didn’t mean schools 

were actually closed!  Far from it. 

Schools were and are open for all 

critical worker children and vulnera-

ble children which at Steep is about 

a third of the children who normally 

attend.  Still quite a number to cre-

ate a safe haven for. 

As always, the amazing team at 

Steep stepped up to the chal-

lenge.  Quickly overcoming very real 

personal fears for their own safety, 

the staff shifted their teaching at a 

moment’s notice.  Firstly, planning 

how to keep the children in school 

as safe as possible given the rapidly 

increasing viral risk; and then pre-

paring lessons to be delivered not 

only full time face to face with the 

children in school but also by provid-

ing learning support virtually to all 

the children at home.   

Our wonderful parents at Steep are 

once again having to juggle home 

learning with their own work com-

mitments and our children are wow-

ing us with their versatility, maturity 

and resilience, inspiring us all and 

making it all worthwhile.   

Hopefully this will be the final push 

and we can all begin to look forward 

to getting back to some kind of nor-

mality once again with all the excit-

ing activities we usually get to enjoy 

whilst learning at Steep. 

LANGRISH SCHOOL IN THE 

COVID ERA 

Our school vision is to empower 

every child to take ownership of 

their learning and ensure that each 

leaves Langrish with the skills, 

awareness and confidence to adapt 

to a rapidly changing world.  

Little did we know that the world our 

children live in would change so 

suddenly and dramatically – almost 

overnight when schools first shut – 

or continue to change so much. So 

how are we doing?  

All things considered, we’re in pretty 

good shape. How well children 

achieve at school is closely tied to 

their wellbeing so we’ve continued 

to focus strongly on physical and 

mental wellbeing throughout the 
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disruption. All ages of children are 

encouraged to discuss their worries, 

keep themselves safe and well 

through good hygiene, healthy eat-

ing and physical activity, while also 

developing their resilience and cop-

ing skills.  

During lockdown the school popula-

tion is split – sometimes almost 

50:50 – with staff balancing the 

needs of on-site key worker provi-

sion while supporting those children 

learning from home. We’ve worked 

in partnership with parents to devel-

op and refine our remote provision 

over the months, and ensure all 

families feel supported in accessing 

this. Many children have had far 

greater exposure to the internet 

than might normally be expected for 

their age, so we’ve been sharing 

extra guidance around online safety 

and try to provide plenty of offline 

activities to keep them engaged.   

 At the start of this academic year 

our top priority was to help children 

feel safe and settle back into school 

life quickly, while assessing the aca-

demic impact of recent months. 

Luckily, a broad spectrum of lock-

down experiences hasn’t dimmed 

the children’s enthusiasm for being 

at school. The teaching staff was 

quick to establish each child’s level 

of learning and start to close the 

gaps with targeted interventions. By 

our December governors meeting, 

progress was looking promising. 

Although the current closure will 

naturally slow some progress, the 

way our children continue to take 

charge of their learning is inspiring. 

Our teachers use a robust system of 

ongoing assessment and testing so 

that they are fully aware of every 

child’s progress and attainment, 

and the absence of SATs again this 

year will not affect this. Teachers will 

share their own assessments as 

part of the transition process when 

children move into the next year 

group or onwards to their new 

school. The children can also talk 

confidently about their strengths 

and learning objectives and are 

great ambassadors for themselves 

as well as the school. 

Thanks to the support from parents, 

children and governors it was al-

most business as usual last term 

and we feel confident that the re-

turn post lockdown will be equally 

swift and effective and lead us into 

an enjoyable summer term.  

The governors continue to meet – 

albeit remotely – to support and 

monitor the school however poss-

ible. There is a vacancy for someone 

from the community to join the  

governing board, so if you feel you 

could help make a difference to our 

children and would like to find out 
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ATTENTION ALL VILLAGERS –  

ESPECIALLY WALKERS,  

CYCLISTS AND HORSE RIDERS 

Jenny Martin, is leading a 

‘Recreation’ working group which will 

look at managing the increasing 

number of visitors in and around 

Steep and the hangers since the first 

Covid-19 lockdown, in particular the 

impact on our Rights of Way. The 

intention is to produce a priority plan 

for their maintenance and develop-

ment. 

The group will meet remotely to dis-

cuss and formulate an action plan, 

reporting back to the Parish Council 

in March/April 2021. You will be 

allocated two or 3 Rights of Way, 

with a map, to walk and report  

back on various aspects of their  

condition.  

If you are willing to join this group 

please contact Jenny on 01730 

267196 or by e mail at jen-

ny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk. We an-

ticipate the first meeting will be held 

virtually at a mutually convenient 

time towards the end February so 

please respond before then.  

Thank you.  

THE CHARITY COMMISSION AND 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 
A previous update on the Church 

Road site explained that sale of the 

small part of the site owned by the 

Steep War Memorial Village Club 

(which manages the Village Hall) 

needs approval from the Charity 

Commission.   The Commission has 

not yet made a decision about this 

proposal and has sought additional 

information.  The trustees will be 

considering the Commission’s ob-

servations and deciding on the best 

course of action in support of the 

charity’s objectives.   In the mean-

time, discussions with the developer 

have to remain on hold. 

NEWS UP-DATE FROM COUNTY 

COUNCILLOR    Russell Oppenheimer 
At the January Meeting of Steep 

Parish Council, Cllr. Oppenheimer 

reported on the following items and 

asked for the information to be 

passed on to residents. 

MAKING SURE PEOPLE KNOW HOW 

TO GET TESTED 

To help contain infection rates  

locally, the simple message is that 

anyone with a high temperature or a 

cough should get themselves tested. 

Anyone with symptoms can  

order a test at this link: https://

www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test - 

and, of course, anyone with symp-

toms must also self-isolate! 

more, the school office would be 

delighted to hear from you. 

adminoffice@langrish.hants.sch.uk 

Governors@langrish.hants.sch.uk 

mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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HITTING THE COLD SPOTS  

Now more than ever, it is important 

that everyone stays warm in their 

own homes so that they do not be-

come more vulnerable to Covid-19.  

Hampshire County Council has an 

initiative to help people who are 

struggling to stay warm. The initia-

tive is called “Hitting the Cold 

Spots”.  Any resident in Hampshire 

can call for support and advice on 

this number: 0800 804 8601 - lines 

are open 9-5 on weekdays.  Ser-

vices include: 

• home visits from our Advisors 

offering advice and practical  

support; 

• support with temporary heating 

measures if you are without  

heating; 

• assistance to switch your energy 

provider or tariff to help you save 

money on your fuel bills; 

• eligibility check for the Warm 

Home Discount and local energy 

efficiency schemes; 

• help to access to funding, where 

available, for boiler repairs and 

replacements. Delivered through 

trusted 'Buy With Confidence' 

contractors; 

• signposting and referrals to other 

organisations, such as benefits 

and debt advice and safe and 

well visits by Hampshire Fire and 

Rescue Service; 

UPDATE FROM THE PARISH 

COUNCIL ON OPEN SPACE  

CONSULTATION 
Steep Parish Council 

If the Church Road site is developed, 

one fifth of the site will be set aside 

as public Open Space, accessible to 

all and directly linked to the Village 

Hall.  In the autumn of 2020, the 

Parish Council ran a consultation to 

find out what people would like to 

see there.  We received over 90 re-

sponses and are very grateful to 

everyone who took the time to give 

their views. 

There was strong support for seating 

and a grassed area as part of the 

Open Space.  Some people were 

keen to see a village green at the 

heart of Steep while others focused 

on making space for nature, with 

wildflowers and potentially a pond to 

attract wildlife.  We received a num-

ber of suggestions that the Open 

Space could be a source of produce, 

used as allotments, a community 

garden or orchard.  Other ideas in-

cluded flower beds, woodland and 

specimen trees. 

We received mixed views on wheth-

er the Open Space should include a 

children’s play area in addition to 

the facilities already provided on the 

common.  There was limited support 

for erecting buildings on the Open 
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077919 62327 

The museum is 
closed until  

late 2020 for  
our £3.7m  

Pathways  
into the Past  

expansion and 
refurbishment 

project. 
Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 
about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWS-

LETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 

If you would like to advertise 

please contact Ray Street on 

892656 or email  

steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: 

www.steepvillage.com 
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Space, other than perhaps a cov-

ered shelter serving as a meeting 

place.  A number of people were 

interested in having a coffee shop, 

or a community shop with a broader 

range of facilities, but neither a  

visitor centre or a meeting room 

attracted support.   

The consultation asked about the 

possibility of re-siting the War  

Memorial to the Open Space.  Views 

were evenly divided on this, but a 

number of people made the point 

that the War Memorial should re-

main visible from the road.   

Many people noted that the Open 

Space offers an opportunity to cre-

ate a centre for the village, given its 

strategic position.  They encouraged 

the Parish Council to think about the 

Open Space in relation to the Village 

Hall and its surroundings. 

If you would like to know more 

about the consultation responses, a 

full analysis is available on the  

Parish Council website or by  

contacting Jenny Hollington, Clerk to 

the Council.  The Parish Council has 

set up an Open Space Working 

Group of Councillors and community 

members to help translate the views 

expressed through the consultation 

into the design of the Open Space.  

Covid restrictions permitting, we will 

hold a public meeting in March. 

AN IDEA FOR OUR TIME 
By Jane Martin 

With four most favourable mentions 

in the last double issue of the news-

letter I think we are all agreed that 

Alma’s pop-up café in Steep Village 

Hall car park has been a great suc-

cess – her tasty cooking and charm-

ing personality have done us all 

good. Could we now have a Village 

Community Store/Market, run by 

ourselves? 

I have personal experience. Thirty 

years ago in the Scout hut next to 

the Town Hall, there was a weekly 

market. The tables of produce were 

manned by the producers or other 

ladies, and we all had free coffee. I 

myself sold hand and foot cream 

and face cream, made by a lady in 

her garage, and customers would 

say how wonderful her products 

were. 

I seem to recall that several global 

beauty brands started in a similarly 

inauspicious manner. There might 

be some skin-care chemists in the 

village – who knows? I know that 

talented cooks and gardeners 

abound. We could start our market 

in a similar way on Saturdays. 

I realise that these days the village 

shop is as dead as a dodo; but Com-

munity stores thrive, as in Bruton 

Somerset. So let’s have one in 

Steep! 
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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COVID LOCKDOWN  

If you find yourself in any sort of 

difficulty, or just want to have a talk 

with someone during this latest lock-

down please contact Steep Volun-

teers by email at steepvolun-

teers@gmail.com or ring 01730 

268615 

Matt Potts food deliveries 

Matt Potts, the Bedales Catering 

Manager has kindly offered to help 

the vulnerable during the latest lock-

down by starting up his food delivery 

service again. It is more limited than 

before because he is operating from 

the Dunhurst kitchen, so there are 

no frozen meals on offer this time. 

 

He is offering to do deliveries on 

Tuesday and Thursday each week. 

The number to call is 01730 

711760 between 2pm and 3pm on 

a Monday (for a Tuesday delivery) 

and Wednesday (for a Thursday de-

livery). Emails are also ok to be-

dalescatering@bedales.org.uk. 

If you email or call Matt he can send 

you a list of his supplies with prices 

and order form. We will also keep 

the news page on the website up-

dated with any changes. https://

news.steep-pc.gov.uk/  

mailto:steepvolunteers@gmail.com
mailto:steepvolunteers@gmail.com
mailto:bedalescatering@bedales.org.uk
mailto:bedalescatering@bedales.org.uk
https://news.steep-pc.gov.uk/
https://news.steep-pc.gov.uk/
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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Happy New Year to you all from 

myself and the Trustees of SVHRA, 

and what a beginning to a year it’s 

been!   

After a very long wait we officially 

took possession of the village hall  

in mid-December, and to say we 

were excited to get in is an 

understatement! 

The hall is such a beautiful light and 

airy space and with lovely new shiny 

fixtures and fittings, and it is going 

to be such a great addition to the 

community.  When allowed to 

happen it will be the perfect party 

venue! I’ve had the pleasure of 

showing a few people around 

and there has been a 

resounding “WOW” from 

everyone when first entering 

the building.   

Obviously due to lockdown we 

were unable to open as 

planned on 4th January but 

we will wait patiently until it is 

safe to do so and government 

guidelines permit.  To keep up to 

date with our news check out our 

website www.stroudvillagehall.org , 

for all questions and enquiries 

please contact me at 

joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org. 

I hope you managed to pop along to 

“The Little Green Van” on 20th 

December to stock up on your 

essentials. Rosie and her eco 

mobile shop will become a regular 

feature in the New Year and is 

offering a delivery service at the 

moment, more info can be found on 

her website 

www.thelittlegreenvan.co.uk . 

We have lots of plans and ideas for 

2021 and have fingers crossed that 

with the vaccine and Spring on the 

horizon we will be allowed to meet 

together again soon, in the 

meantime take care and stay safe 

and warm. 

Best wishes 

Jo 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL 

http://www.thelittlegreenvan.co.uk
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Celebration. We were delighted that 

two young ladies did make it home 

for Christmas and provided beautiful 

singing of the Carols, which the 

congregation were able to listen to 

and reflect on the Christmas 

message.  Thank you to Imogen 

Welch and Angharad Muir-Davies, 

ably supported by Gerald Marlow on 

the organ. We finished the evening 

by moving outside to sing Silent 

Night and welcome Christmas Day in 

the cold night air – giving us a real 

feeling of what it must have been 

like for the shepherds on the hillside 

at that first Christmas. It was a very 

reflective and moving service, made 

extra special with this unique ending 

outside. 

 CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 

There is always much anticipation of 

who the special guest will be at the 

Christmas day service and how 

would this happen in a new 

location? The Christmas morning 

Service was held outdoors to allow 

as many families and friends to 

attend, within the social distancing 

guidelines. Areas had been marked 

out and zones allocated (thank you 

to Terry Cook, and Paul Garstin for 

their assistance with ropes and 

microphones etc and the duty 

 CHURCH NEWS 
Despite the insidious attempts by 

the invisible menace, Coronavirus, 

to disrupt our Christmas Worship, 

Steep Church managed a Christmas 

Eve Midnight Mass and an outdoor 

Christmas Morning Service and both 

were resoundingly successful. 

Thanks to Anne Grove for handling 

the bookings and last-minute 

changes. 

 CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT  

SERVICE 

The Candlelit Church provided a 

warm and reflective setting for the 

traditional service led by Susie 

Collingridge. Thanks to the 

wonderful social-distance 

organisation of Churchwarden Helen 

Muir-Davies, and her team, all ran 

very smoothly. There was a good 

turnout on a suitably frosty 

Christmas Eve and it proved a lovely 

way to begin the Christmas 
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sidesmen checking, sanitising and 

directing) and all worked 

wonderfully. Despite John's gazebo 

headquarters blowing away during 

the night, a large all-aged 

congregation joined in the service 

outside on a frosty, crisp Christmas 

morning. It was a glorious morning 

with the sun shining brightly and 

although a bit cold no one minded 

as we were permitted to sing the 

carols - many thanks to Ben Harlan 

for playing the keyboard. Readings 

were read beautifully by local 

children and the address given by 

Rev John Owen with his special 

guest, an “Aylesbury duck” (who was 

very well behaved), as well as the 

goats who also joined the service. 

Over 100 people attended and 

although a different experience for 

many we were able to celebrate the 

Christmas message. The event 

worked so well that we would not be 

surprised if there was a call to 

repeat the occasion in future years. 

This was certainly a Christmas to 

remember and John is to be 

congratulated in the way he 

overcame all the difficulties of 2020 

to provide such communal 

happiness this Christmas Season. 

FROM THE REGISTER 

Baptism  

11th December - Cordelia Ivy Ruth 

Thackrey 

Marriage 

19th December - Tobias Robert 

Brand and Clare Louise Haldane 

CHURCHWARDENS 

Helen Muir-Davies and Jonathan 

Selby 
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

Plastic Free Home 

Deliveries 

Top up your pantry items and cleaning products. 

Ethically sourced products ranging from eggs, 

flour, pasta, rice, dried fruits and nuts, eco clean-

ing products, body care products and local pro-

duce, all delivered to you in plastic free packaging 

and recycled bottles. Now offering Fresh Fruit and Veg too! 

Delivering around Petersfield, Steep, Steep Marsh, Sheet and surrounding villages. 

email hello@cookesrefills.co.uk 

Or  contact: 

James 07842 125 900  or  Debbie 07748 007 409 

Website www.Cookesrefills.co.uk 

Reducing Plastic, Promoting Local! 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Jonathan Selby  07926 381786/023 9259 3062 selby345@btinternet.com   

Bubbles Silk  01730 624632/07751487962  bubbles@silksfamily.com    

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:selby345@btinternet.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

