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FIRECREST 

I hope readers will feel that the sunny photograph on the front cover bright-

ens up a dull February morning, but I have to admit that I actually took it late 

last summer. Our beautiful little visitor first of all came into the house, flut-

tered about as we opened all windows and doors and tried to shoo it out, and 

it finally ended up perched on the back of the sitting room sofa. It was clearly 

exhausted, so much so that it allowed me to pick it up gently, take it into our 

open-sided conservatory and place it on the table. Here we gave it a good 

drink of water and after about half an hour it flew off. 

That’s the story in a nutshell, but for us it was all very exciting, and when we 

looked the bird up we realised that this was no ordinary bird, for it was a Fire-

crest, which is pretty uncommon,  and with its almost identical cousin the 

Goldcrest is the smallest British bird -  even smaller than a Wren. How do you 

tell the difference between a Goldcrest and a Firecrest? The answer is that 

only the Firecrest has that bold eyestripe.  

We did some more research, and found that while Firecrests are still found 

mostly in southern England – it was first recorded in UK as a breeder, in 

Hampshire, in 1962 - it has increased in numbers and range in recent years, 

and we wondered if global warming has had anything to do with it? 

Rachel Reed 

25 YEARS AGO 
ASHFORD HANGERS PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

 One hundred and four mums, dads, children and dogs braved the 

elements on New Year’s Day and climbed the Shoulder of Mutton to meet 

at the Poet’s Stone at 12.00 noon. This was a wonderful show of support 

and an encouraging start to 1997. 

 The Quiz compiled by Nicky Street and Jim Stoker was handed out 
and the winners were Eleanor Hart for the junior section and Mrs Mimo 
Whiteman for the adult section, winning a bottle of wine kindly donated 
by Threshers of Petersfield. 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Book tickets in advance - 267784 or 

steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 7th February . in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

BEDALES 
 Wednesday 2nd-Friday 4th Febru-

ary - Bedales Rock Show 

Tuesday 8th February - Here’s What 

She Said to Me 

Friday 11th February - Khaos 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 8th February 10am at 

Steep Village Hall – The Dodd family 

of the Harrow Inn Part One – Arthur 

Dodd and his siblings. 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Stroud Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Angela Snow - 263428 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
We meet at 2.15pm on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month at the Physic 

Garden. 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 10th February - Sociable 

Tea and sharing our thoughts on 

“The Good Old Days” and what has 

changed for the better - or 

worse!  Steep Village Hall at 

2.30pm. 

Thursday 24th February - David 

Dobson talks about “Enjoying the 

Company of Birds”.  Steep Village 

Hall at 2.30pm. 

Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

EDWARD THOMAS CONCERT 

AND RECITAL 

Friends of Steep Church are holding 

a concert and recital of the works of 

Edward Thomas, the famous Steep 

poet, in All Saints’ Church at 7pm on 

Saturday 5th March to coincide with 

the Edward Thomas Fellowship 

weekend. Doors will open at 

6.30pm for refreshments. Some of 

his poems have been set to music 

and others will be read by Dalgit 

Nagra, the award-winning British 

poet and Chair of the Royal Society 

of Literature. Tickets at £15 will be 

available online from TicketSource 

or locally from One Tree Books. 

 DIARY DATES 
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THE HARROW INN   

Once again the Harrow Inn has 

raised several hundred pounds from 

the sale of their Christmas Cards, 

for Macmillan Cancer Support and 

The Rosemary Foundation, two char-

ities that they have been supporting 

for many years. This year's card was 

a painting of the Harrow Inn by local 

artist Sharon Hurst. Sharon and her 

friend and fellow artist, Denise Al-

len, call themselves the Travelling 

Paint Dippers and create pro-

grammes on their YouTube channel. 

Back in the summer they had decid-

ed to set up their camera and pal-

ettes at The Harrow Inn to create 

the first episode of their new series. 

Whilst they were there Claire told 

 

COPY FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Monday 14th February 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

Monday, 7

 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 

STEEP CELEBRATIONS 

In 2022 Her Majesty the Queen 

becomes the first British Mon-

arch to celebrate a Platinum Ju-

bilee, and there will be  

a four day bank holiday from  

Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th 

June 

 How should Steep mark this his-

toric milestone? What would you 

like to see going on in the village 

that weekend?  

Can you help? Volunteers need-

ed for a Jubilee Committee.  

Contact Jenny Hollington on  

jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk 

or 01730 267784 

them that for a variety of reasons 

she was running out of time to get 

Christmas cards organised and Sha-

ron offered to create a painting of 

the pub for them to use. This is re-

ferred to at the end of the 45 mi-

nute programme which can be 

viewed here: 

https://youtu.be/PKJv81MEBXM 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
https://youtu.be/PKJv81MEBXM?fbclid=IwAR1WwSEv1-6A1Z4UkDR2BmWGY3bVwMXnzs_SgQrEetAYo7l92sDkisiOEUA
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly 

people who need Cheerful and Con-

structive Help to live Happily in their 

Own Homes. Property Management ; 

for weekenders or just very busy peo-

ple Refurbishing Properties. Excellent 

references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: 

phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Having missed being 

able to put on a show 

in 2020 – the first 

miss in forty-two years 

– our community bon-

fire and firework display returned 

with a bang (or two!) last November 

5th. A crowd of more than a thou-

sand residents enjoyed what many 

thought to be the best display Steep 

has ever put on, on a cold but thank-

fully dry evening. Mulled wine, bang-

ers and burgers, and the Friends of 

Steep School’s toffee apples and 

sweets stall were all appreciated to 

the full. 

At the heart of the event is the Bon-

fire Committee under the experi-

enced leadership of Paul Garstin. 

This voluntary group handles all of 

the arrangements involved in such a 

significant public event. More than 

usual this year, their muscle power 

was beefed up by other volunteers – 

including parents from Steep School 

– which meant that the building of 

the bonfire was completed in record 

time. The time given so freely by the 

team – and donations of material for 

the pile – are critical to making this 

happen and we are very grateful to 

everyone who took part. We are also 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

grateful to Steep Parish Council for 

their permission to use the Common 

and providing the all-important in-

surance cover. 

Apart from an hour’s spectacular 

entertainment, the other, more last-

ing product of the evening is the 

financial surplus arising from ticket 

sales. This has enabled us to make 

a very substantial donation in 2021 

to Steep Primary School in addition 

to supporting two outstanding local 

hospice charities - the Rosemary 

Foundation and Naomi House/

JacksPlace. We also made a dona-

tion to the local Scout troop (1st 

Sheet Scouts) in recognition of their 

past support. So your participation 

produced a fabulous evening and 

the latest contribution to raising a 

total of £19,000 over the last ten 

years – something for us all to be 

proud of. 

‘If you have any questions or com-

ments, please contact the Bonfire 

Committee treasurer, petercruttend-

en@holmoak.com.  

Peter Cruttenden 

 

THE STEEP BONFIRE, 2021 – A COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications


9 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

At our last meeting in 2021 the 

Council were delighted to welcome 

Mark Rowden as a new councillor. 

The Council would like to invest in a 

planting plan this year; with the fo-

cus on bulbs to enhance our verges. 

If you would like to volunteer to be 

involved in the planning and plant-

ing, please email  

Rachel.Butlin@stroud-pc.gov.uk. 

The success of the first electronic 

speed sign has led the Council to 

purchase a second one. These signs 

require occasional charging to keep 

them in service. We would love a 

few volunteers to help with this. 

Please email Carl.Foulston@stroud-

pc.gov.uk if you are able to help. 

The date of the Annual Parish Meet-

ing has been set for Tuesday 26th 

April at 7:30pm. Guests and speak-

ers to be published closer to the 

date. 

Tom North (Stroud Parish Councillor) 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL 

Although it seems a while ago now, 

thank you to everyone who came 

along to our Christmas Market; the 

day was a brilliant success. We all 

enjoyed the tasty cakes supplied by 

our WI; thanks very much for helping 

out ladies!  Many of you shared fan-

tastic ideas regarding activities here 

at the Village Hall. It’s brilliant to 

hear your feedback as this is your 

village hall and we want everyone to 

enjoy it just as much as we do! 

We are still busy with classes and 

parties; please check our social me-

dia page to keep updated on regular 

classes here at the Village Hall We 

also have some exciting things to 

come as we go forward into the new 

year, such as a fortnightly coffee 

morning on a Monday morning and 

occasional open days. The first of 

these, in January, will have taken 

place by the time you read this and 

will have featured a host of chil-

dren’s activities such as face/ nail 

painting and a craft stall as well as 

class demonstrations, stall holders, 

a raffle and hot soup to keep us all 

warm during the winter day! 

We are also pleased to announce 

we can now offer office services and 

table/ chair hire. For more infor-

mation, please contact Jade  

Finally, feel free to suggest new ide-

as for our Village Hall. For all book-

ings and enquiries for the Village 

Hall please contact Jade at  

manager@stroudvillagehall.org 

Jade Poulter 

Manager, Stroud Village Hall. 

mailto:manager@stroudvillagehall.org
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Clarke (Chair), Alison Driver 

(Secretary) and Lucy McIlwraith 

(Treasurer).  Judy Thompson, former 

Chair, is kindly staying on as a com-

mittee member to guide the new 

team through their first year.  

Before the AGM helpers, supporters 

and committee members celebrated 

with an elaborately decorated SFS 

“Poster Pink” cake using the Flower 

Show logo, created by The Great 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW –FINAL 

CENTENARY CELEBRATION 

The Steep Flower Show AGM in No-

vember marked the culmination of 

100 years of this joyful village event. 

Throughout its long history the SFS 

has both united and caused good 

humoured rivalry among keen gar-

deners and crafts people from 

across all sectors of the village.   At 

the AGM very long-standing, hard-

working committee members, Kate 

Ford, Brian Ellis, Susie Cave and 

Jane Owen stood down. The new 

team is made up of Steve Amos, 

David Anson and Maike Heining, 

with the officers being Lynette 
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STEEP VILLAGE WEBSITE  
        WEBSITE MANAGER REQUIRED 
Many people may be surprised to 

know that the village website has 

been going for about 20 years now 

and for most of that time it has 

been managed and updated by 

Steep Marsh resident Ray Street in 

his spare time. The website con-

tains lots of information about 

Steep as well as links to associated 

websites. It has about 200 users 

per month. 

Ray has indicated that he would like 

to hand over the reins to someone 

new as he is now a full time carer 

for his wife and his spare time is 

being taken up by more important 

things. 

The site is written in HTML code 

with CSS design so it might suit 

someone who has some coding 

knowledge, or perhaps someone 

such as a student who understands 

modern web design apps such as 

WordPress and could bring the site 

up to date and make it more easily 

managed - an 'A' level project per-

haps? 

There is no imminent rush, but if 

you, or someone you know, is inter-

ested in finding out what is involved 

then please give Ray a call on 

01730-892656 or email him 

on steepweb@hotmail.co.uk 

DEBBIE AND JIM’S - COFFEE 

STOP SATURDAYS IN STEEP 

We have had a new Coffee Stop at 

Steep Village Hall since beginning of 

December. Local couple Debbie and 

Jim Cooke of Steep Marsh are there 

most Saturdays from 10 – 2pm 

serving hot drinks, delicious cakes, 

warm sausage rolls, soup and more, 

plus some of their Cooke’s Refills 

range. Committed to banishing plas-

tic waste, they also deliver. See their 

website: https:cookesrefills.co.uk  

Why not stop there on Saturdays 

while out and about in Steep? They 

are certainly worth a visit. It’s also a 

chance to meet and chat to others 

from the village.    Fran Box 

British Cake Shop of Pages Court.  

The next SFS event will be the Plant 

Sale on Saturday 7 May, at Restalls 

and the Flower Show is on Saturday 

27 August, at Bedales.    The team is 

always in need of extra pairs of hands 

to help for these events so if you are 

interested in helping out, please 

email Lynette Clarke on 

Lynette.steepflowershow@gmail.com 

mailto:steepweb@hotmail.co.uk
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077919 62327 
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trict Councillor Nick Drew will raise 

them with senior management at 

the SDNPA.   

PETERSFIELD GOLF COURSE PLAN-

NING APPLICATION 

Petersfield Golf Course want to build 

20 holiday lodges on a triangle of 

land next to the A3 

(SDNP/21/04092/OUT). Access is 

to be on to Tankerdale Lane via a 

track running along the northern 

boundary, currently used by golf 

course maintenance vehicles.  

Councillors are concerned about the 

impact on the landscape, about the 

access and the potential increase in 

traffic on Tankerdale Lane, and the 

general suitability of the site. The PC 

will raise these issues with Planning.   

ROTHER BARN PREMISES LICENCE 

APPLICATION 

At a hearing of EHDC Licensing Com-

mittee on 17th December, Rother 

Barn Christmas Tree Farm were 

granted a licence to hold up to 12 

events each year. These are to be 

ticketed, with no more than 500 at 

Guy Fawkes and 250 at other 

events. The events stage must face 

west. Other conditions were im-

posed by the Environmental Health 

Officer.  

STEEP IN NEED LAND AT CHURCH 

ROAD 

A PreApplication for Planning Per-

mission on the SIN land is now 

listed on the SDNP’s planning portal 

(SDNP/21/05912/PRE). There are 

no detailed plans but a variety of 

technical and environmental sur-

veys, and a Concept Master Plan 

giving a proposed general layout. 

This shows where the access is to 

be, and which areas Wilson Design-

er Homes believe are suitable for 

building and which are to be left as 

open space.  

Stuart Wilson has written to the PC 

stating that he is willing to receive 

comments by email:   

stuart@wilsondesigner.co.uk.  He is 

also open to one to one conversa-

tions with immediate neighbours 

and will hold an exhibition in the 

Village Hall at a later date 

(unspecified) once his plans have 

progressed further. 

Councillors and members of the 

public expressed serious concerns 

about the extent and quality of the 

engagement so far. Jim MacDonald 

will contact Mr Wilson directly to 

express disappointment, and press 

for greater public engagement on 

this sensitive site. He will also pass 

on these concerns to SIN, and Dis-

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - MONDAY 10TH JANUARY 2022  

mailto:stuart@wilsondesigner.co.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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BRICKYARDS 

The PC will ask for regular meetings 

with EHCD enforcement officers to 

push for better enforcement of the 

planning conditions at the Brick-

yards. Nick Drew has been asked by 

a parishioner whether this case 

could be taken to the Planning Com-

mittee.  He is looking into it and will 

keep the PC updated. 

LUTCOMBE POND 

Councillor Russell Oppenheimer will 

continue to pursue the problem of 

the leak in Lutcombe Pond with 

Countryside Services.  

RECYCLING 

A number of houses found that recy-

cling bins were not removed after 

Xmas. If paper and other recyclables 

are inside plastic bags, the bin men 

won’t take them. Please make sure 

that only recyclable material goes 

into the bins. 

LENGTHSMAN 

Have you noticed any small jobs 

that need doing around the Parish? 

Please let Jenny Hollington know so 

they can be put on the 

Lengthsman’s list.  

ASHFORD HANGERS 

The problem of ash dieback in the 

Hangers remains unresolved. The 

PC will write to the Countryside Ser-

vice to push for a replanting 

scheme. 

SPEED INDICATOR 

Three possible places have been 

identified for the mobile speed indi-

cator on Bell Hill and. Stoner Hill.  It 

will need to be moved or rotated 

every 2-3 weeks or drivers simply 

ignore it. Cllr Jonathan Turk is inves-

tigating which type of sign is the 

most suitable, given weight and oth-

er constraints.  

STEEP COMMON 

Phase 2 of the tree work on Steep 

Common is now complete and all 

the dying Ash has been felled. Cllr 

Jeff Graham is now looking for help 

with tree planting – all volunteers 

welcome. Please contact Jeff on 

jeff.graham@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Cllr. Freddie Holmes 

 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

The newsletter generates revenue from our advertisers but does not en-

dorse their services  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

mailto:jeff.graham@steep-pc.gov.uk
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STEEP POPPY APPEAL 2021  

 2021 marked 100 years since 

our nation’s collective Remem-

brance traditions were first brought 

together following the tumultu-

ous experience of the First World 

War.  The two-minute silence, Armi-

stice Day, the service for the Un-

known Warrior, the march past at 

the Cenotaph and the Royal British 

Legion Poppy Appeal to support 

those in need from the Armed Forc-

es Community, are all traditions that 

millions of people, year on year, gen-

eration to generation, continue to 

take part in.  This year I am delight-

ed to report that the parish of Steep 

raised £1124.33 for the Poppy Ap-

peal.  This was achieved in the main 

through donations made at Steep, 

Bedales, Dunhurst and Dunannie 

schools, Petersfield Golf Club, Ow-

ens Cycles, the Cricketers Inn and at 

the All Saints’ Remembrance Sun-

day Service.  Last, but certainly not 

least, was the amazing effort made 

again by Jenny Hollington through 

the plant stall at Stroud Chap-

el.  This alone raised some £110. 

Steep’s contribution, together with 

those of countless others, underpins 

the enduring work of the Royal Brit-

ish Legion (RBL) to care for and sup-

port those who have served, many 

of whom have complex physical and 

mental health issues and other 

problems. When need is apparent it 

is vital that the RBL’s case workers 

can get to individuals and families 

needing support as quickly 

as possible to start the process of 

assessment of need, care and hope-

fully improvement. On occasion as-

sistance might include signposting 

other services, including help with 

employment and housing.  In these 

ways the lives of the ex-service com-

munity and their families can be 

greatly improved. 

Unfortunately, the circumstances of 

the pandemic have precluded door 

to door collections being made for 

the last two Poppy Appeals, but 

hopefully this will again be possi-

ble in 2022. To this end I am seek-

ing volunteers who would be able to 

offer support from late October to 

augment the fantastic stalwarts that 

in the past have been able to cover 

the collections in certain areas of 

the parish.  This will greatly assist in 

maintaining the contribution that 

Steep Parish makes to the Poppy 

Appeal. Many thanks,  

Philip Mileham 

MEON VALLEY AVERAGE SPEED 

SCHEME 

An average speed scheme is to be 

introduced in the Meon Valley, cov-

ering about 10 miles from 

Bramdean to Langrish on the A272, 

and from East Tistead to West Meon 
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on the A32. Hampshire Constabulary will 

fund fixed-arm average speed cameras in 

those locations, and drivers exceeding 

the average speed between the cameras 

will be fined £100 and received 3 points 

on their license.  

Police and Crimes Commissioner 

Donna Jones announced this at an 

online parish forum on motorbike 

noise on Friday 14 January. It is one of a 

raft of measures aimed at making the 

whole Meon Valley and surrounding area 

less appealing to nuisance drivers. 

In addition, there will be specific 

operations with large numbers of 

police officers at the entry points to 

the zone, pulling in every bike and 

ticketing those with modified ex-

hausts or illegal number plates. Un-

marked police bikes will patrol across the 

area, videoing dangerous or illegal 

bike riding. Individuals responsible 

will then receive a police summons.  

The scheme does not solve all the 

areas problems but is a step in the 

right direction. For Steep, there are 

pros and cons, as bikers displaced 

from the A272/A32 might migrate 

on to surrounding roads. The prob-

lems on Bell Hill and Stoner Hill are 

not primarily speed but noise. Bikers 

use the very attractive curves as a 

hill-climb, often revving in low gears, 

which then echoes across the valley.  

Acoustic cameras might offer a pos-

sible solution. According to Inspec-

tor Andy Tester, however, there is 

currently no legislation allowing the 

police to use data from these cam-

eras to prosecute. Local MPs Dami-

an Hinds and Flick Drummond 

spoke about a possible change in 

the legislation on speed cameras 

but cautioned that this could take 

many years. Alternatively local au-

thorities could issue a PSPO (Public 

Spaces Protection Order) to offend-

ers. There were four EHDC counci-

lors in Friday’s forum, so there is 

clearly an awareness of the problem 

and support for a long-term solution.  

We hope that this is just the start to 

ending this blight on the tranquillity 

of this and other parishes.  

Cllr Freddie Holmes 

STEEP COMMON TREE  

PLANTING  

Can you help replant Steep Com-

mon? Work on the ash trees which 

had die back is finished. Now its 

time to replant to support biodiversi-

ty in this Site of Interest for Nature 

Conservation.  

In February and March we will need 

volunteers to help with the planting 

programme.  

Contact Jenny Hollington if you can 

help:  Jenny.Hollington@steep-

pc.gov.uk or 01730 267784  

mailto:Jenny.Hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Jenny.Hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
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STEEP VILLAGE HALL  

It was with much regret that we had 

to cancel the public meeting on De-

cember 11th to discuss the future of 

the Village Hall. The alarming rise of 

the omicron variant 

could not be ignored 

and it did not feel safe 

to have a gathering of 

people in a confined 

space. 

For many years the Vil-

lage Hall has operated 

with a small profit each year from 

the income generated by regular 

hirers. The onset of the pandemic 

changed everything. For forty years a 

day nursery has operated from the 

Village Hall and this has provided 

the finances with a strong base. The 

evening and weekend hirers added 

to this income to maintain a positive 

cash flow. In September 2020 the 

Day Nursery announced with imme-

diate effect that they were closing 

their nursery at Steep. On top of this 

a number of our regular hirers have 

not returned, or are operating with 

reduced hours. The result is that the 

Village Hall has fewer hirers and has 

operated with a negative budget for 

the last two years. The Village Hall 

does have some reserve funds held 

in investment shares and we are 

currently checking with the Charity 

Commission to see if these can be 

used to tide us over in the short 

term. 

A more detailed account of the fi-

nances is available on 

www.steepvillagehall.org.uk  

The loss of the Day Nursery is obvi-

ously a big blow, but it may also pre-

sent an opportunity to the village, 

since now the hall is available dur-

ing the day, when it was not in the 

past. It is your Village Hall and it is 

important that you can help the trus-

tees to shape how it operates in the 

future. We know from the summer 

consultation that there are a num-

ber of people who would be happy 

to help. The purpose of the meeting 

was to seek your views and for 

those who felt able, your help. We 

still plan to hold a public meeting 

when it is safe to do so, but in the 

meantime, we would love to hear 

from anyone who would be happy to 

become involved.  If you have ideas 

already please feel free to share 

them with us. 

Jim MacDonald – Chair Steep War 

Memorial Village Club 

http://www.steepvillagehall.org.uk
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INCREASE IN PRECEPT 2022-23 
At the December Steep Parish Coun-

cil Meeting, Councillors approved an 

increase in the precept request for 

the financial year 22-23 from 

£19,000 pa to £25,000 pa – an 

increase of just over 30% - and we 

wanted to explain exactly what the 

precept is and what this increase 

will mean to residents.  

Each January, Steep Parish Council 

approves a budget and requests the 

amount required to cover the run-

ning costs of the Parish Council for 

the coming financial year, from 

EHDC.  This amount is called the 

precept and covers the Clerk’s sala-

ry, insurance and election costs, 

affiliation fees, website mainte-

nance, as well as enough to cover 

the upkeep of Steep Common and 

the War Memorial and other assets 

such as noticeboards, dog bin and 

the bus shelter.  Various projects 

across the parish are also budgeted 

for, such as improvements to our 

network of footpaths, roads projects 

not covered by HCC, and supporting 

our Speedwatch volunteers, etc.  

Statistical information for parishes 

in England provided by the Ministry 

of Housing, Communities & Local 

Government shows that other local 

parishes in the adjoining area of 

similar size to Steep pay much high-

er precepts.  In addition, the aver-

age parish  precept per band D for 

2021-22 for the whole of England 

was £71.86 , whereas  household-

ers in Steep paid £36.46  based on 

an averaged band D household.  An 

increase of precept request to 

£25,000 pa equates to a rise in 

household contribution from approxi-

mately £3 per  month to £4 per  month.   

Obviously, the decision to increase 

the precept was not taken lightly but 

the alternative would be that the 

Parish Council would have to oper-

ate on a budget which would not 

cover the running costs and use up 

already limited reserves.   

Jenny Hollington 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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some familiar celebrations were 

held and other new ones set up to 

reflect current life. How we value 

the light from candles in December. 

In addition to our schools holding 

special services, the Friends of 

Steep Church held their customary 

Carol Service by candlelight on 14th 

December. Two days earlier Stroud 

too held a carol service by candle-

light. Booking had to take place but 

that made it more of a privilege to 

gather and sing the familiar carols. 

As ever the decoration was exquisite 

and the lessons all read by young 

people telling the traditional story of 

the coming of the Messiah. The Mid-

night Service at Steep Church on 

Christmas Eve was also by candle-

 CHURCH NEWS 

REV. JOHN OWEN IS RETIRING 

In December Jane Owen served up a 

delicious chocolate cake to mark 

John’s 69th birthday. It is with much 

sadness that we have to tell you 

that John himself has given the 

Commissary Bishop his retirement 

date for the end of April. John point-

ed out that he and Jane have been 

here almost thirteen years and are 

looking forward to moving to Somer-

set. He concluded his announce-

ment with the words of a scriptural 

song ‘Be bold, be strong, for the 

Lord your God is with you’. 

ADVENT 

As we approached the end of 2021 
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light and by pre-arrangement but 

again people worshipped surround-

ed by the beauty of our decorated 

churches. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

Those who regularly attend the 

Steep Christmas Day morning ser-

vice will know that the sidesmen can 

always squeeze in just one more, 

even if some have to stand. This 

year the PCC in November decided 

to avoid a crush and hold the ser-

vice in the churchyard, whatever the 

weather. Fortunately, the day was 

dry, if cold, and the hundreds gath-

ered were able to enjoy watching 

Celeste Anson on a pony enter as 

they sang traditional carols. 

EPIPHANY 

Our first service of 2022 was back 

in the warmth when we heard of the 

coming of the Wise Men. All children 

look forward to Christmas Day but at 

the TenAM the younger members of 

the congregation know why we feast 

at this time. For many families 

Christmas may have been lower key, 

with less big gatherings and full 

households but the Christmas ritu-

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

als uplift us as they always have. At 

the first Parish Communion of the 

year on 9th January whilst Helen 

and Roderick Snell served the wel-

come coffee after the service we 

were also able to enjoy Jane’s re-

nowned shortbread. 

Amanda Greenlee 

FROM THE REGISTER 

BAPTISMS: 

19th September - Alfie Oscar  

 Ruthven LEDWARD 

19th September - Marina Margot  

 Elisabeth LEDWARD 

FUNERALS: 

10th November - David JOHNS 

13th December - Raymond FOSTER 

 (burial) 

17th December - Guy OBBARD 

 (burial) 

7th January - Keith John HALL  

 (burial)      

13th January - George Michael  

 LEWIS 

DEANERY CONFIRMATION SERVICE: 

4th December 2021 (at Liss 

Church)   Elizabeth SWANZY   
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    Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

Opening Times 9am to 1pm, 
Mon. to Fri. by appointment 
only please. 

 More than 30 years experience  

 Over 400 different mouldings 

 Tel: 01730 269926 

 www.petersfieldframing.co.uk  

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  

bubbles@silksfamily.com 

Jonathan Selby 07926 381786/023 9259 3062  jonathanselby4@gmail.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
mailto:jonathanselby4@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/
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