
  

By the time you read this, non-essential shops will have been open for two 

weeks or more, and social-distancing may be reduced to one metre. Pubs, 

hotels and restaurants may be on the verge of opening, the all-important ‘R’ 

 

number could be anywhere and as we look forward  to a ‘new normal’ we 

shall I hope hear less of those strange words we have become inured to in 

the past three months – furlough, lockdown, isolation, bubbles and shielding. 

One of my wishes for the ‘new normal’ is that we all remember how our local 

shops, pubs, schools and other organisations have rallied round and 

supported their communities over the past three months. It is now time for 

us to consider how we can support them in return as they re-establish their 

customer bases (and cashflow), for we know that government support, which 

has probably been more than anyone could have imagined possible, will 

soon be withdrawn.  So, in short, get out there and spend local! 

Jeremy Mitchell 

EMERGING, BLINKING, FROM THE SHADOWS OF COVID-19 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com


4 

STANSTEAD PLAYERS - WORLD 

PREMIERE  -  Bedales Theatre 

Fully authorised by Laura Rattray 

and Mary Chinery who two years ago  

discovered this play  The Shadow of 

a Doubt  by Edith Wharton, 

her only extant, original full-length 

play, never acted on the stage till 

Wednesday 26th - Saturday 

29th August  7.30.  Tickets  

£10  from 

alastair.langlands@gmail.com  014

20 511 371 

The Shadow Of A Doubt tells the 

story of Kate Derwent, a former 

nurse who has recently married 

above her class to a gentleman wid-

ower, John Derwent. Kate cared for 

John’s first wife, Agnes, following a 

riding accident. After Agnes’ death, 

a relationship blossomed between 

John and Kate but their happiness 

is threated by the arrival of Dr  

Carruthers, who uses his knowledge 

to blackmail Kate. 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

Bad news – thanks to Covid-19 

there will not be a show in a 

marquee at Bedales this year.  At 

the time of writing we have no idea 

what restrictions will still be in force 

at the end of August, and although 

we would like to hold some sort of 

event, perhaps on the Common, but 

even that may not be possible. 

There will unfortunately not be 

another newsletter before then, but 

keep your eyes open for pink 

posters around the village, and 

check on steepvillage.com. 

Kate Ford 

 

NEWS FROM THE HARROW 

The Harrow Inn is planning to open 

in early July (subject to Government 

guidelines). Initially there will be 

reduced opening hours and a 

limited food menu. If social 

distancing rules are relaxed then it 

 LIFE MAY START AGAIN 

COPY FOR THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than Tuesday 18th August 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

mailto:alastair.langlands@gmail.com
mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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may be possible to open the bars, 

but if not, it is likely that the only 

seating will be outside with service 

via the garden hatch. Updates will 

be posted on the Harrow website 

(www.theharrowinnsteep.co.uk) and 

on their Facebook page, as and 

when available. 

 

CAUTIOUS ANNOUNCEMENT 

FROM FROXFIELD CHOIR 

Froxfield Choir will be re-opening in 

September 2020, all being well.  We 

plan to sing the Rheinberger Mass 

in E Flat (unaccompanied with a 

double choir) and some Whitacre 

anthems at our concert on 

November 14th.  And of course 

there will be the Carol Service at 

Privett Church later in the year. 

Until then we are doing what 

everyone else is doing: staying alert 

and gardening.  There are also the 

virtual choirs, woodwork and sewing 

projects and developing arcane new 

skills. 

Fiona Harvey 

Publicity Officer, Froxfield Choir - 

07773178426 

  

1945 LOCAL HISTORY BOOK      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This new Petersfield Area Historical 

Society booklet was to have been on 

sale at the VE Day celebrations in 

early May, but due to cancellation, it 

is now available directly from David 

Jeffery.  

The book contains accounts of 

events in Petersfield and the sur-

rounding villages in the period 

around VE Day 1945.  

There is a section on Steep, as well 

as Stroud, Sheet, Buriton & Peters-

field, along with residents’ memo-

ries. 

Copies £3 can also be obtained by 

email from David Jeffrey jef-

fery493@btinternet.com  or ring  

01730 263889. 

Or email Fran Box: franbox-

steep@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.theharrowinnsteep.co.uk/
mailto:jeffery493@btinternet.com
mailto:jeffery493@btinternet.com
mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

 CARER AND COMPANION  

Carer and Companion – qualified 

female aged 52 with full NVQ care 

training plus dementia and palliative 

experience and a passion for elderly 

care, would like to devote working life 

to caring in or near Alresford. 

Available Monday to Friday for 

companionship, good cooking, 

personal care, appointments, and all 

aspects of care. Advanced driver. Live 

in not required 07845 997 416  

tel:07845%20997%20416
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QR code that 

accompanies the 

agenda. For more 

information please 

contact clerk@steep-

pc.gov.uk 

The Government lifted 

the necessity to hold 

an AGM for 2020 and 

sadly, it is not possible to hold our 

Annual Parish Assembly Meeting 

because it is still prohibited to hold 

public gatherings. If there are any 

matters that residents would like to 

raise then please contact Jenny 

Hollington as above. Thank you to 

those who have already done so. 

Jim MacDonald 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

The Steep Parish Council 

were fortunate to have 

updated our email 

communication about a 

year ago. Despite our 

considerable age, 

apologies Kate, all 

councillors have 

grappled, and dare I say 

conquered video communication 

technology and are now able to 

communicate through Microsoft 

Teams, which allows us to have 

small working party meetings or full 

council meetings via video.  

All our monthly full council meetings 

are open meetings which means any 

member of the public is able to tune 

into the meeting by scanning the  

COUNCILLING DURING LOCKDOWN 

CLERK NEEDED FOR EAMES’ ALMSHOUSES, STEEP 

The Trustees of the Eames Almshouses in Church Road are seeking a new 

clerk to minute their meetings, transact essential business of the charity, 

and respond to the needs of residents by telephone and e mail. Expenses 

are covered, and an honorarium is paid annually. Eames Almshouses is a 

Registered Charity and further information  is available on https://

www.steepalmshouses.com 

Please contact either of the following trustees: 

Canon John Owen (Chair) revjohnowen@gmail.com  

Mrs Anne Deakin-Hyde (Treas) anne@adh-consulting.co.uk tel 01730 

261486 

mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk
https://www.steepalmshouses.com
https://www.steepalmshouses.com
mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:anne@adh-consulting.co.uk
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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 at the time of writing) to begin 

phased re-opening from some time 

in July and to increase activity 

gradually over the summer, but we 

do not know what this will look like. 

Petersfield Museum is planning a 

ticketing system that will allow timed 

entry and control of the number of 

visitors on site at any one time, so 

we should be compliant with social-

distancing requirements.  

Stroud Village Hall is in a similar 

position, with hand-over from the 

contractors now expected in mid-

October. However, as a new 

organisation complying with and 

adapting to ‘new normal’ guidelines 

and regulations, there will inevitably 

be a financial impact, and that will 

be a challenge for the Trustees. 

All three organisations are actively 

involved in ‘scenario planning’, 

attempting to anticipate what the 

working environment may look like 

and to prepare accordingly (not 

predict; if there is one thing we can 

predict about Coronavirus it is its 

unpredictability). 

Whatever it is that emerging from 

the shadows of Covid-19 holds for 

us, whether it be our businesses or 

our way of life, it will be the same for 

everyone and, actually, I find it rather 

stimulating to be thinking about the 

‘new normal’ and how to adapt. 

 Jeremy Mitchell.    

WHAT’S IN STORE FOR LOCAL 

CHARITIES?  

I am involved with three local 

charities, The Rosemary 

Foundation, the Petersfield 

Museum, and the Stroud Village 

Hall And Residents Association, and 

in each we are looking at the needs 

for the near future -  I am looking at 

the near future as I believe the 

outlook will change again once a 

Covid-19  vaccine is available. 

For The Rosemary Foundation, the 

crisis caused a shift in the way our 

nurses interact with patients and 

families – all nurses wear PPE (who 

knew what that was in February?), 

there’s no more hugging, we phone 

ahead before visits, we hold virtual 

meetings and patient updates at 

the end of each shift. This routine 

we think is unlikely to change for 

some time, and we also think that 

the demand for the support the 

Rosemary Foundation provides is 

likely to increase, so right now we are  

considering how best to tackle this. 

Both Petersfield Museum and 

Stroud Village Hall are in similar 

situations to each other , in that 

they both have major building works 

underway that have been delayed 

by the lockdown, and both are now 

planning for opening in 2021, rather 

than 2020. Currently, museums are 

expected (no Government guidance 
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dishcloths, morning suits, banjos, 

suitcases - the variety is endless! 

We are told that in recent months 

many of us have found time to de-

clutter and the charity shops have 

been overwhelmed; it could be time 

to give them a visit and stock up on 

some nearly new shirts and a jigsaw 

puzzle or two; you may be surprised 

even if you fail to find a gold bracelet 

or a Hermes silk scarf. Our 

grandchildren are confirmed 

customers, and no visit to 

Petersfield is complete without a 

visit to the ‘classy clobber’ shops in 

town! 

Give them a try, you are supporting 

some very worthwhile causes and 

might even enjoy your hunt. 

Rollo Wicksteed 

JACK’S MEADOW / FIELD 

For many years I have visited 

Jack’s  field and enjoyed seeing the 

wonderful range of wild flowers 

growing there.  I had not walked 

through the field for three or four 

years; last week I dropped down 

from the contour path and walked 

through a carpet of spotted orchids, 

more than I have seen before and 

many more than the hundred or so 

that grow in “my” meadow! 

Who was Jack? I do not know. 

I have been reading a book by 

RECYCLING YOUR WARDROBE 

Petersfield is particularly blessed 

with Charity Shops, and although 

some may see this as a threat to 

more traditional outlets, it is 

certainly a sign of the times, and 

there are good reasons why we 

should be grateful when they re-

open after lock-down. 

The charity section depends heavily 

on them for income, which supports 

a wide range of worthy causes, from 

medical research to palliative care, 

from global pandemics to old age, 

from refugees to cats and dogs; 

mostly staffed by willing and 

committed volunteers. 

These shops also encourage us to 

recycle the fruits of our throwaway 

society and provide new homes for 

unwanted goods. It is estimated 

that British wardrobes contain 

£3.6bn worth of unworn garments, 

and many of us have so much junk 

in our garages that there is no room 

for the car! 

Those of us who enjoy TV antiques 

shows will be familiar with the 

treasures shoppers unearth in car 

boot sales and charity shops, but 

although you may not be lucky 

enough to find a Folio copy of one 

of Shakespeare’s plays, or an early 

sketch by Michelangelo, there are 

bargains galore to be had. clothes, 

jewellery, ceramics, books, pictures, 
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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memorial on land owned by Bedales 

School at the corner opposite the 

Cricketers Inn. Trees and shrubs 

might be planted, with a seat placed 

there. The appearance of the corner 

would thus be improved. Nothing 

came of this scheme. Instead, a 

tablet was erected in Steep church. 

The Hopton wood stone and 

Portland stone memorial by M. 

Mould & Sons of Petersfield was 

dedicated by the Bishop of 

Portsmouth in 1948. It had also 

been suggested that £8 per head be 

given to each of the returning 

service personnel. Whether this 

actually happened, I have yet to 

discover. 

The ARP post was disbanded. It had 

occupied the billiard room at the 

Village Hall. Entertainments for 

evacuees had been provided at the 

Hall and by 1945 repairs were 

needed. May Fitton of Island gave 

money for these. 

Steep House had been run by 

Madame Maze as a rest home for 

Free French forces. This closed on 

30th September 1945.  Madame 

Maze wrote to Petersfield 

magistrates asking them to thank 

the people of the area for the 

generosity and hospitality shown to 

the French sailors. Yet some of the 

French sailors were not keen to 

return home. They had met and 

George Ewart Evans, published in 

1966, and written to record the 

memories of village folk in East 

Anglia before all the old terms and 

traditions died out.  In connection 

with ploughing there is a remnant of 

belief that a piece of land in the 

parish should be left untilled, and in 

many places throughout the land 

there are Jack’s Land, Jack’s Green, 

Jack’s Pit, and Jack’s Gallows. 

In India and Nigeria this piece of 

land was left as a permanent 

habitation for the dead.  Concerning 

Scotland he had the fullest 

evidence about the taboo piece of 

land; it was called Gudeman’s 

Fauld, the fold reserved for 

Goodman or the Devil! 

Any more from locals about 

our Jack’s Meadow? 

 Caroline Glover 

STEEP ON VE DAY AND IN 1945 

AFTER WWII 

VE celebrations in Steep seem only 

to have been on a small scale. £5 

4s 11d was paid towards the cost of 

‘satisfactory arrangements’, yet 

there is no record of what took 

place. It may perhaps just have 

been a modest tea, as austerity and 

rationing still continued.  

£660 was subscribed towards a 

WWII War memorial for the village. 

The first suggestion was to erect a 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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married English girls. The daughter 

of one of the sailors, Michel Severe, 

returned to Steep and told us his 

story recently.  

Dutch sailors from the Free Forces 

were in Steep during WWII too, 

invited by the Scheltema van Tutten 

family of Little Hawsted. The sailors 

stayed at a Bedales house named 

Foxcot. In 1945 they made their way 

back to Holland. At least one of 

them remained in England. Steep 

church registers record the marriage 

in 1944 of a Dutch Merchant Navy 

captain to a local Steep lady. 

In 1945 Bedales was pleased to 

report the end of the black out. It 

was now possible to have lights on 

in the Quad, to hear the clock 

striking again and the Bedales bell 

sounding. A grand VE picnic for the 

school took place on Stoner Hill. 

Sausages and potatoes were 

cooked on campfires, accompanied 

by buns, dates, tea and lemonade. 

Games were played. However, the 

pupils walked up the hill in drizzling 

rain which became heavier as the 

day wore on. ‘A hearty meal 

savoured by rainwater, charcoal and 

earth’ was how one pupil described 

it. Bedales later made contact with 

three French schools surviving in 

poor conditions after the war. 

Parcels of books and clothes were 

sent to them. In November 1945, 

the entire school was taken by train 

from Petersfield to Midhurst to see 

the new Henry V film which was very 

‘enjoyable and instructive.’ 

There is a fuller account of Steep in 

1945 and more on our new History 

of Steep website:  

https://historyofsteep.co.uk/

portfolio/steep-at-the-end-of-wwii/ 

Fran Box 

VE DAY AT THE HARROW INN 

Following on from last month’s VE 

Day memories, here is a local one 

from the Harrow. Not all of those 

who served in WWII had been 

demobbed and returned home by 

VE Day. However, bunting was 

strung up around the outside of the 

Harrow Inn to mark the occasion. A 

number of local lads, who had been 

servicemen and were fortunate 

enough to return by 8th June, 

congregated at the pub during the 

evening of VE Day. This included 

many of the regulars from the 

Highfield Road area and from 

Petersfield, as well as those from 

Steep. There were no cars, so 

everyone went either by bicycle or 

walked, so there was plenty of 

space for all to gather outside. 

Phyllis Newman of Reservoir 

Cottages, sister of Harrow regular 

Len, played the piano accordion in 

accompaniment. There was much 
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PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk
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singing of wartime songs and Vera 

Lynn favourites. Servicemen and 

women left photographs of 

themselves on a board at the 

Harrow during WWII, perhaps as a 

talisman in the hope of returning 

there one day. This board still exists 

in the Harrow collection of local 

memorabilia. For many therefore, 

this was the day to which they had 

looked forward for so long.  

Ten year old Haden Dodd, son of 

Harrow licensees Arthur and Annie, 

looked on at the singing and the 

celebrations and stored up these 

memories of the day. 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL  

Like so many other organisations 

Stroud Parish Council is making 

great use of technology during 

lockdown. As reported in last 

month’s newsletter our first online 

council meeting has already taken 

place, with the next due very soon. 

In these uncertain times having 

access to up-to-date information is 

really important and so we’re also 

using Twitter to share information 

that comes to us from other 

sources, for example Hampshire 

County Council. If you don’t already 

follow us on Twitter simply log in, 

search for StroudPC (Hants) and 

then select the ‘Follow’ icon. 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Youth 

Commission is looking for views of 

young people. The Big Conversation 

is now open! Are you – or do you 

know – someone aged between 14 

and 25? If so, the Police and Crime 

Commissioner, Michael Lane’s, 

Youth Commission are seeking the 

views of people in that age range on 

the crime and policing issues that 

matter to them most. They are 

gathering views on: 

• Serious violence 

• Exploitation 

• Hate crime 

And any other policing issues that 

affect young people.  

They want to collect ideas on how to 

tackle these issues and use them to 

create innovative and dynamic 

campaigns and present them to the 

Commissioner, police and partners. 

To take part go to: https://cutt.ly/

ayyhc3t  or go to https://

www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-

involved/youth-commission/big-

conversation for more information. 

Survey open until September 30th. 

As a village that has the A272 at its 

centre it’s likely that you’re already 

aware of the issues caused by 

speeding and traffic noise. We are in 

continuing discussions with 

Hampshire County Council for the 

implementation of flashing speed 

warning signs – this takes time 

because of the need for posts to be 

https://cutt.ly/ayyhc3t
https://cutt.ly/ayyhc3t
https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/youth-commission/big-conversation
https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/youth-commission/big-conversation
https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/youth-commission/big-conversation
https://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/youth-commission/big-conversation
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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sunk into the pavements to house 

the cameras. Alongside this we carry 

out Speedwatch but are always 

desperate for more volunteers. If 

you would be able to help please 

contact Cllr Carl Foulston via the 

Clerk  - clerk@stroud-

parish.hants.gov.uk 

We are aware that the hedge to the 

east of the Seven Stars is becoming 

increasingly overgrown – we have 

contacted the landowner but have 

received no response. Therefore we 

have spoken with Councillor 

Oppenheimer who will take the 

matter forward with Hampshire 

County Council. 

THE FRIENDS OF THE SOUTH 

DOWNS NEED YOUR HELP TO 

FIND MORE “MISSING LINKS” 

Earlier on this year the ‘Missing 

Link’ team made up of members of 

the Friends of the South Downs and 

SCATE (South Coast Alliance for 

Transport and the Environment) 

reached its first milestone in the 

survey of missing links across the 

National Park. The ‘Missing Link’ 

Project is aimed at drawing up a list 

of suitable roads where improve-

ments are needed to make cycling/

walking/mobility safer, The objective 

is to connect up sections of roads to 

create a fully functional cycle 

network which will also provide safe 

routes for walkers and in some 

cases make provision for mobility 

users and horse-riders throughout 

the National Park. These are for 

both recreational and utility use and 

if improved would help the National 

Park encourage ‘modal shift’ and 

reduce carbon emissions. 

The next stage is for the National 

Park to analyse the data and 

produce a digital map so that it can 

be used as a reference document in 

the future when applications are 

made for funding by local groups 

including parishes, clubs and 

societies as well as by the highways 

authority who are responsible for 

roadworks. What happens next? 

Speaking on behalf of the Society 

and SCATE, Policy Officer Vic Lent 

said "we will continue with the 

surveys especially in Hampshire and 

Northwest Sussex where we need 

more feedback from local parishes 

and organisations. The intention is 

that we meet with the National Park 

when they've completed their digital 

mailto:clerk@stroud-parish.hants.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-parish.hants.gov.uk
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The Friends of the South Downs 

invite you to enter its 2019/20 

photographic competition 

celebrating the beauty of the South 

Downs National Park https://

friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk/

photo-competition/ 

THE FROXFIELD CHOIR –  stood 

down but still going strong 

Barack Obama said in 2016 that “if 

you try to suppress the Arts, then 

you’re suppressing the dreams and 

aspirations of a people.”  Of course, 

whilst that is not the intention, the 

world’s attempts to suppress the 

corona virus has in many places led 

to the shut down of the Arts in our 

towns and villages around the 

country. 

Arts organisations overnight 

discovered they could no longer 

welcome audiences to their 

offerings,  the lights dimmed in 

theatres, concert halls quietened, 

dance shoes were put away on the 

top shelf, museums and galleries 

locked their doors. 

This is no different for the warblers 

of Froxfield Choir, up at the top of 

Stoner Hill in High Cross. The village 

hall is closed and we meet no more 

on Thursday evenings to sing 

together. I have had the pleasure of 

conducting this choir for the last 

three years. As I drive along the dual 

mapping and hopefully help them 

prioritise and classify the missing 

links. 

 Since the project began in the 

autumn of 2019 the Society have 

engaged with individuals and 

organisations across the Park by 

email, local meetings and a 

workshop. Organisations including 

the Mid Sussex Bridleways Access 

Group, British Horse Society, Cycle 

Lewes , Cycle Seahaven, Friends of 

Lewes, Cycling UK (Hampshire), 

Sustrans West Sussex, Transport 

Action Network, Adur and Worthing 

Cycling, Friends of the Earth and 

Lewes Living Streets as well as cycle 

shops such as Bespoke Cycling 

Eastbourne and Mr Cycles. 

Once locations have been assessed 

and mapped it is hoped that 

campaigning organisations, parish, 

district and county councils can use 

the data to help apply for grants to 

complete some of these missing 

links and if you have any 

suggestions please let us 

know enquiries@southdownssociety.

org.uk  . 

The ‘Friends of the South Downs’ 

are the membership charity set up 

to campaign, protect and conserve 

the landscape of the park, so that it 

can be enjoyed by everyone, for 

future generations. 

Gill Linturn - Administrator 

https://friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk/photo-competition/
https://friendsofthesouthdowns.org.uk/photo-competition/
mailto:enquiries@southdownssociety.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@southdownssociety.org.uk
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sung in many different settings, and 

in the last few years started projects 

together with other people and 

groups: guitarist Amanda Cook, 

Alton Symphony Orchestra, Steep 

and Froxfield Primary Schools. Each 

year we sing a Christmas service at 

a packed Privett Church, before 

returning in June for our big summer 

concert. It’s always a delight to sing 

in Froxfield, our singing home!  

Recently we’ve performed together 

with Martin Muncaster to 

commemorate the end of the First 

World War and raise money for the 

Village Hall car park and Church, 

along with our rather too popular 

Come and Sing concert - we had so 

many coming to sing on the day that 

we almost ran out of music! 

I also have rather a soft spot for All 

Saints’ Steep, for it was here I had 

my first concert with Froxfield Choir. 

It is a concert I remember with great 

fondness, and we look forward to 

coming back to sing at Steep in 

what I hope is the not too distant 

future. 

You can get in touch through our 

website www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk, 

and on our Facebook page. 

Do keep safe, stay well and keep (or 

start) singing! 

Michael Servant 

Conductor of Froxfield Choir 

carriageways of the A27 andA3M, 

past the outskirts of Petersfield, and 

then upwards, sometimes even 

through mists and clouds, as if 

passing up to the mystical lands of 

Enid Blyton’s Faraway Tree, before 

finally arriving for the next rehearsal 

of what must almost be choral 

utopia. Only this isn’t imagined. 

Even though I still find it hard to 

believe sometimes, up to 40 voices 

of sopranos, altos, tenors and 

basses all converge, week after 

week, to take part in what scientific 

research has found to be one of the 

best recourses we humans can take 

for our well-being - singing together 

in a choir. 

The choir is approaching its 50 

years jubilee - half a century of 

singing together for fun and 

pleasure - and we sincerely hope to 

be soon stretching our vocal chords 

again in preparation for celebrations 

planned to mark this, and hopefully, 

music and the rest of the artistic 

world once again represent "the 

dreams and aspirations of a 

people.” 

You’ll be very welcome to come and 

join us at the top of the hill when all 

of this is over. You don’t need to 

read music, rather just want to join 

in and have fun performing great 

music - and meet lots of friendly 

people at the same time. We’ve 

http://www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk
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REGULAR SERVICES 

Isn’t it surprising how quickly we 

adapt to new ways of coming 

together? Twice a week YouTube 

Steep and Froxfield Churches 

enables us to be led in worship. 

Susie leads us on Wednesdays for 

Evensong at 5pm and either John or 

Susie takes our Sunday services at 

10am. This past month John has 

been conducting these from 

different churches in our benefice. 

We have seen inside Stroud church 

and on Trinity Sunday John 

preached from the magnificent 

pulpit in Privett. We have also had 

an All Age Service from Steep with 

contributions from many of our 

children. 

Sometimes we have been able to 

continue our fellowship with a virtual 

coffee morning after the Sunday 

service hosted by John via Zoom. 

The Pew Sheet sent out by Anne 

Grove gives details of how to join. 

Please contact Ann on 

Steepfroxfieldprivett@gmail.com if 

you wish to receive this via email. 

ASCENSION AND PENTECOST 

John celebrated Ascension Day on 

21 May with a service for children 

and adults. He also took us up the 

tower at Privett Church, the tallest 

steeple in our Benefice. Pentecost, 

the birthday of the Church was 

celebrated by John on 2nd June 

when we remembered the flame of 

the Spirit descending on the 

disciples. 

PCCS MEET  

On Tuesday 16 June there was the 

first virtual joint meeting of the two 

PCCs in the Benefice. John 

welcomed us in prayer and shared 

news of arrangements for private 

prayer in our churches. Whilst 

Stroud remains closed Steep church 

will be open on Sat 20th and 

Sunday 21st between 2pm and 5pm 

and then daily from 2 to 4pm when 

a volunteer can man it. The two 

PCCs then broke out into their own 

meetings and discussed matters 

particular to their parishes. We then 

came back together for further 

consultation and finished saying the 

Grace together. 

RIDES AND STRIDES 

Steep Church has been registered 

for Rides and Strides, which this 

year takes place on Saturday 12 

September. In the past we have had 

lots of visitors. With more people 

than ever enjoying the countryside 

 CHURCH NEWS 

mailto:Steepfroxfieldprivett@gmail.com
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maybe this year we can send out 

cyclists and walkers of our own. Half 

of all money you raise goes to a 

church of your choice whilst the 

other half supports the work of the 

Historic Churches Trust. Further 

details and forms can be obtained 

from Hampshire and the Islands 

Historic Churches Trust (HIHCT) or 

Amanda Greenlee at 

greenlee_amanda@hotmail.com 

Amanda Greenlee 

 

CHURCH FINANCES  

Despite the current disruption to 

normal Church life, the ministry and 

mission of our Churches goes on: 

weekly services are on YouTube, 

and are increasingly well attended, 

and we continue our support of local 

schools and the wider community. 

Our financial situation, however, is 

severely affected.  

Funds normally raised through our 

usual sources such as collections, 

weddings and funerals have ceased. 

Thankfully we are still supported by 

our planned giving scheme. We 

have no income from the diocese or 

the national church. Costs related to 

our precious buildings and ministry 

team continue, whilst income has 

fallen dramatically.  

We will, of course, find ways to do 

what matters most, and we know 

that many people are especially 

pressed at the moment, but if you 

are in a position to support us, then 

please e-mail Caroline Robinson, 

Caroline@rokehouse.co.uk   

or Stephen Rae, 

sbrae@btinternet.com to explore 

the various ways of giving. All 

contributions are gratefully 

received.  

We have been delighted with the 

response to our regular online 

services and have been fortunate to 

see an increasing number join us 

through this media. If you wish to 

receive our weekly Pew sheet giving 

details of services, readings and 

prayer subjects, please contact 

Anne Grove 

(steepfroxfieldprivett@gmail.com). 

If there is anyone finding these 

times challenging and would 

appreciate support then please 

contact one of our ministry team. 

Details over on the back page. 

We are very grateful to those who 

produce and distribute the Steep 

and Stroud Newsletter, just one 

example of an ongoing church 

commitment, which we feel is 

important to the local community.  

Helen Muir-Davies 

Church Warden 

mailto:greenlee_amanda@hotmail.com
mailto:Caroline@rokehouse.co.uk
mailto:sbrae@btinternet.com


24 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  
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