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THANK YOU POSTIES 

When did you last receive a proper letter, or more to the point perhaps, when did 

you last write one? Today we all tend to communicate with each other through the 

shorthand of the internet. 

When the poor old Posties trudge cheerfully to our doors, specially  welcome 

visitors from the outside world during lockdown, the best we can hope for is an 

advertisement for Estate Agents or Pizzas – and maybe a bill. 

During a Covid Clearout we came across countless treasures, ranging from letters 

my parents wrote to each other a hundred or more than 100  years ago , to some 

of mine during National Service, which although of little literary merit brought back 

days long past. 
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My Mother was a wonderful letter writer. During her Gap Year in Paris during 

the 1920s she reported back on her adventures - buying a new hat or at the 

French Tennis Championships. Later when I was away she sent keenly 

observed cameos every week to remind me of home – the apple tree in 

blossom, molehills on the lawn or a visit to the butcher. My rather less poetic 

replies were discovered preserved in a rusty old biscuit tin! 

I still try to send a proper individual letter to friends at Christmas and I love 

writing to our grandchildren recalling my joy and pride in receiving beautifully 

illustrated letters from my grandfather during the blitz. 

Many famous people have had posthumously published books of their 

Collected Letters and although mine are most unlikely to earn me such 

immortality, I shall keep on writing them, if for no other reason than that they 

may help to ensure that Chris and his ever cheerful colleagues from the post 

office continue to brighten our mornings. Thank you Posties! 

Rollo Wicksteed 

25 YEARS AGO 
THE BEDALES SAND QUARRY NATURE RESERVE 

Since the 1970s the Sand Quarry has been an officially designated nature 

reserve, largely as a result of the natural colonisation which occurred after the 

quarrying ceased. All who live in Steep will value this wild and essentially 

unspoiled place. Sadly, in recent  years, it has become increasingly difficult to 

manage the use and abuse of this area. Inevitably, as with all beauty spots and 

sites of interest in Britain, increased use damages the environment and thereby 

reduces its value as a secluded habitat. We feel sure that residents will share our 

concerns and the School would like to explain that the notices soon to be erected 

are designed to prevent indiscriminate and irresponsible use of the reserve. The 

School would much appreciate the support of the community as it seeks to 

maintain this area and asks that damaging behaviour be reported to the School. 

Those who use the quarry and the woods are asked to act within the Country 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  
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Code and to keep dogs on leads, particularly during the nesting season when 

birds nests are scattered in the vegetation on the ground. The cliffs, site of a sand 

martin colony, are not suitable for young children to climb on. They are 

dangerous and the continual erosion of the cliff face is rapidly destroying a 

habitat which is unique in the immediate area. 

Anyone who is interested in learning more about the work of the School in the 

Sand Quarry should contact Dr. Gary Skinner at Bedales School 

Footnote  

Gary's words of 25 years ago are as relevant today as they were then. The 

Sand Quarry is still a space that is well used by the local community, (perhaps 

more than ever over the last year of restrictions) and finding the right balance 

between conservation and access will always be difficult to resolve.  

Sadly, this balance has not always been achieved. In the early 2000s a large 

lake was constructed by Bedales' students, along with a badger watching 

hide and nature trail with information boards pointing out interesting species 

along the way. All were vandalised and destroyed in a short space of time. It 

was disheartening for everyone involved. 

Today, there are no longer Sand Martins nesting on site. The natural process 

of succession (vegetation changes over time)  has meant an increase in 

scrub, sycamore and birch, which have obscured the sand cliff face. It is 

these changes that make the quarry interesting ecologically and as some 

species are inevitably lost, new ones will take their place.  

In another 25 years it will look different again, but hopefully will remain an 

area which is valued by the school and community alike.  

Mary Shotter 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 6th July in the small meet-

ing room at Steep Village Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, 27th July, in hopefully in 

Stroud Village Hall. 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Following Monday’s Govt announce-

ment the film club has put back 

their next screenings while we take 

stock of the situation. We may re-

start 23 July or wait until Septem-

ber.  What this space and  Steep-

FIlmSociety.org.uk for detail. 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Stroud Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Angela Snow - 263428 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

PETERSFIELD YOUTH THEATRE – 

LATEST NEWS 

Summer Holiday Activity - ‘put on a 

show’ 

Everyone aged 5 up to current 

school year 9 are invited to The Jelli-

cle Ball this summer – our show is 

Cats which we are creating in 2 

weeks! 

Dates: Monday 16 August – Friday 

20 August and Monday 23 August – 

Friday 27 August 

Venue: Bedales School 

Places are limited so please book 

early. 

We are so very grateful to Bedales 

for sponsoring this project and to 

Petersfield Town Council for sup-

porting this project. 

For more information and to book, 

go to our website– pyt.org.uk 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

Saturday 28th August at Bedales 

School. You will have seen the 

schedule in last month’s newsletter. 

There are many classes to be en-

tered or, if not, just come in the  

afternoon to enjoy this delightful 

village event, wonderful display of 

flowers, food and many crafts  

followed by delicious tea and cake 

provided on the Bedales playing 

fields. 

 DIARY DATES 

http://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/
http://steepfilmsociety.org.uk/
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Dear Theatre-

goer 

As we are now 

safely on Step 

3 of the lock-

down road 

map West 

Meon Thea-

tre are really looking forward to pre-

senting last year’s postponed pro-

duction of Shakespeare’s The Merry 

Wives of Windsor this July on the 

West Meon Cricket Ground. It will 

be in the open air and with enough 

room for social distancing. 

The performance will take place in 

an open sided stretch tent covering 

the stage and some of the audi-

ence. 

We invite you to bring your own 

chairs and rugs and picnicking is 

available for those who wish. The 

Thomas Lord will be offering Pre-

Theatre Suppers as well as pre or-

dered picnic hampers. 

The West Meon Sports Club will run 

the bar and free car parking is avail-

able in the Village Hall car park. 

This production of The Merry Wives 

of Windsor, set in the 1950’s, fol-

lows the exploits of Sir John Falstaff 

in his ill-advised attempt to seduce 

two married women! This leaves Sir 

John Falstaff in a heap of trouble. 

What follows is mischief, confusion, 

and ridiculous practical jokes; one 

of the most frenetic and hilarious of 

Shakespeare's comedies 

The fifties, an era of optimism, col-

ourful fashion, teddy boys and the 

music of Buddy Holly, the Everly 

Brothers and Eddie Cochran and 

many more…….what’s not to like! 

Performance dates are July 

14,15,16,17 and 18 @ 8pm on 

West Meon Cricket Ground 

Tickets will be on sale from 31 

May and full details can be found on 

our website    

www.westmeontheatre.co.uk along 

with how to book your tickets and 

pre theatre suppers. 

We look forward to seeing you there 

Mary Dawson  - Director 

01730 829625, 07976 809677 

COPY FOR THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on MONDAY 16th August 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

http://www.westmeontheatre.co.uk/
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com


6 

 
 

Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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boys, Basil and Roger. Bill was the 

chief maintenance man at Bedales 

and Ruby was a cook. 

The other end of Foxcote, closer to 

Wavy Lodge and the entrance to 

Bedales, was where we lived. Wavy 

Lodge was so named because it was 

a large ramshackle shed where ra-

dio experiments were done by Be-

dales boys, one being Peter Eck-

ersley who later became the Chief 

Engineer of the BBC. 

By the way, the road through Steep 

was not known as Church Road 

when I was a child. It was just 

Steep! And the houses all had 

names not numbers. 

My father, Bill Slater, had an allot-

ment across the road from the War 

Memorial (Church and Mill road) 

and knew several villagers there. 

Dad kept a few chickens but when 

one of them had to be killed he was 

unable to do it. He walked along the 

road to the Ifoulds’ house at Rose 

Cottage holding the hen under his 

arm, with my sister and myself tag-

ging along. Mr Ifould would immedi-

ately twist the poor hen’s neck in 

front of us and his wife then plucked 

it and prepared it for us to eat! 

Elizabeth moved to Steep as a small 

child in 1943. She attended Steep 

School, Dunhurst School and Be-

dales, leaving there in 1955 before 

going to university. Her father, Bill 

Slater, taught geography and eco-

nomics at Bedales from 1943 to 

1963, while her mother, Fanny Slat-

er, was a Steep parish councillor. 

The family lived at Foxcote, at Be-

dales Lodge and their final home 

was at Sandsbury Cottage, Dunhill. 

Elizabeth now lives in Canada. 

“I remember that when we lived in 

Foxcote during the war we would see 

Italian prisoners of war in the village. 

They were housed in a Nissan hut 

along the Stroud road and worked 

on farms around. 

A Dutch family, the Van Puttens, 

lived just opposite Foxcote, at Little 

Hawsted. Some Dutch merchant 

marine men lived with them after 

the Germans occupied Holland - 

they had been at sea and were una-

ble to return home. I remember 

them because one of them whittled 

me a very nice boat - a present for a 

little girl! 

One end of Foxcote was occupied by 

Bill and Ruby Jarman and their two 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

MEMORIES OF ELIZABETH SLATER: STEEP 1940s-1950s 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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Two families that were well known at 

the time in Steep were the Crumps, 

Geoffrey and Barbara, and the 

Dodds who were the owners of the 

Harrow. Geoffrey Crump taught at 

the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art 

and was the person who put on the 

Shakespeare plays every summer at 

Lord Horder's estate. I worked there 

for him during several seasons as a 

programme seller and costume 

maker. Geoffrey’s wife, Barbara, 

was the Bedales librarian for many 

years. 

Ellen Dodd inherited the pub after 

her parents died. John Dodd, her 

brother, was my age and we shared 

a desk at Steep primary school 

when I was there between 1943 

and 1947. 

Rollo Wicksteed was head boy when 

I was at Bedales. It was either he or 

Sandy Murray (another prefect) who 

on 6 Feb 1952 rushed out of the 

prefects’ room into the Bedales 

Quad yelling “The King is dead; long 

live the Queen!” That I definitely 

remember. 

Cecily Roberts was the secretary at 

Bedales, but better known to me as 

a bellringer because it was she who 

introduced me to bell-ringing at the 

church. Hugh Routh later joined the 

bell-ringing team. I have three mem-

ories of bellringing in Steep. 

1.   In the early fifties our bellringing 

team was asked to ring for a Society 

wedding and we each received 2/6d 

(1/8 of a pound) for this - my first 

earned money. 

2.   On 3 June 1953 we ‘fired the 

bells’ 100 times for the Coronation. 

Firing the bells means that they are 

all rung at once, requiring quite a 

skill given the different weights of 

the bells, and we were told it was 

only allowed for Coronations so I 

suppose it has never been done 

since. It made a huge racket in the 

village. 

3.   In our team of six there was a 

stout elderly lady, Miss Robertson, 

who lived on Bell Hill. On one occa-

sion when she was ringing, the stay 

of her bell broke which meant the 

bell above us in the belfry wildly ro-

tated pulling the rope up into the 

belfry. Miss Robertson, hanging on 

to the rope, went sailing up to the 

ceiling, causing the rest of us much 

consternation and I must say, 

amusement. She hung on desper-

ately and finally the rope descended 

along with her - she was not hurt 

and laughed about it later. 

It has given me much pleasure 

thinking back on those days. The 

last time I visited Steep, four years 

ago, I could not believe how many 

cars were parked along Church 

Road. When I lived there nobody 

owned a car, so there were none 

parked on the road”. 
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COLONEL GLOVER CUP and MRS 

GLOVER CUP 

William and Mary Glover lived at 

Soal Farm in 1939. Mary was a keen 

gardener. During WWII, Steep Flower 

Show did not take place. After war 

ended, Mary was the person who 

restarted it. She was Vice-Chairman 

of the Flower Show. In mid 1950s 

Steep Flower Show was held at Soal 

Farm.  

HARROW SPARROW 

When landlady Ellen McCutcheon 

died in 2004, Steep Flower Show 

Committee wanted a new trophy in 

her memory. She had been on the 

committee 1966-83. A collection 

was made at the show; regulars at 

The Harrow also contributed. Ellen’s 

daughters Claire and Nisa suggested 

that it should be a children’s trophy 

as Ellen had always encouraged chil-

dren.  

MRS HAYWARD CUP    

In 1939 Frank and Ivy Hayward lived 

at Downgate House in Steep Marsh. 

Ivy was local representative for the 

Women’s Land Army during WWII. 

Frank died in 1952. First appearing 

in 1954, it is possible this cup may 

have been presented in his memory. 

MRS HOOK NOVICE TROPHY 

Vincent and Patricia Hook lived at 

For months now, keen villagers 

have nurtured their prized entries, 

aspiring to win a coveted Flower 

Show trophy. But have you ever 

wondered who the people were, 

after whom these prizes are 

named? 

MRS CLARKE TROPHY and DENIS 

CLARKE MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Den and Joy Clarke lived for years 

at Restalls from 1950s. Joy died in 

2017. She was Flower Show chair-

man 1996-2000, as well as a talent-

ed flower arranger for Steep church.  

FANSHAWE CUP 

R.N. Captain Tom Fanshawe and his 

wife Joan lived at Freshwater House 

in Stroud from 1964. Joan had 

been one of the WWII WAAF plotters 

at Uxbridge. She too created flower 

displays at Steep church. Tom was 

Flower Show chairman 1984-89. 

FORSTER CUP  

Olive Forster, of Oaklands Road, 

Petersfield, was Flower Show secre-

tary for 20 years until 1991. She 

donated the cup in 1985, probably 

in memory of her husband Arthur. 

He had been on the Flower Show 

committee 1973-84. His dahlias 

won Flower Show prizes. 

A LITTLE HISTORY OF THE STEEP FLOWER SHOW TROPHIES 

by Fran Box, with information from Kate Ford 
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077919 62327 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly 

people who need Cheerful and Con-

structive Help to live Happily in their 

Own Homes. Property Management ; 

for weekenders or just very busy peo-

ple Refurbishing Properties. Excellent 

references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: 

phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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den. She was a great supporter of 

village events, particularly of Steep 

Cricket Club, of which she was a 

former president. On occasions she 

entertained the players to grand 

meals at Elmwood. The cup was 

donated in 1967. 

LORD IVOR SPENCER CHURCHILL CUP 

Ivor Spencer Churchill was second 

cousin to Winston Churchill. He lived 

at Little Langleys in Mill Lane 1939-

50s. It may have been due to his 

connection to the WWII Prime Minis-

ter that a wartime rest home for the 

Free French was set up at Steep 

House.  

MRS WICKHAM CUP 

William Wickham was gardener at 

Elmwood. He was a Flower Show 

committee member 1959-68. Olive, 

his wife, was a great organiser and 

helper at village events and commit-

tee member of Steep Mothers Union 

and Women’s Institute in 1950s. 

They lived at Elmwood Garden Cot-

tage in Steep Marsh. 

OUR PHONE BOX NEEDS A 

FRIEND 

Is there anyone who would care to 

look after our iconic red phone box 

at Steep Village Hall, giving it the 

occasional clean out and tidying the 

information there? Tel. Fran Box 

266284 or email  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

Church Cottage (now known as 

Tithe Barn). Vincent created a won-

derful garden there. Patricia, a for-

mer domestic science teacher, was 

a Flower Show committee member 

1989-98. After they left Steep, she 

still came back to judge the domes-

tic classes. 

KEYS BLACKBIRD 

The Keys family lived at Island  

Covert from 1980s. Brian was Steep 

churchwarden and now lives in Pe-

tersfield. He was Flower Show chair-

man 1989-96; the trophy was do-

nated when he stepped down. Brian 

generously supported many local 

initiatives.  

LEWIS SNELGAR BOWL 

Dr George and Mary Lewis live in 

Steep. Canon Douglas Snelgar was 

vicar of Steep 1957-92.  The bowl 

was made from wood of a yew tree 

in Steep churchyard that was blown 

down in the 1987 Great Storm.  

MRS NEWALL-WATSON TROPHY 

Marion Newall-Watson was mother 

of former local GP Dr Peter Newall-

Watson. She lived first at Roke 

House and later moved to Mill Cot-

tage. She was chairman of the Flow-

er Show Committee from 1955-8.   

MRS RENNER VASE 

From around 1939, Sophie Renner 

lived at Elmwood House in Steep 

Marsh, which had a beautiful gar-



16 

TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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conditions the new UTC will be able 

to treat include strains and sprains, 

skins infections and rashes, urine 

infections and constipation, sus-

pected broken limbs, ear infections, 

emergency contraception, minor 

head injuries, feverish illness (adults 

and children) and minor scalds and 

burns. 

The Petersfield UTC will open 8am 

to 8pm, 365 days a year. Patients 

will be encouraged to access the 

service via the NHS 111 service – 

either online or by phone - and will 

be given pre-booked same-day ap-

pointments if this is appropriate for 

their health needs. Patients can still 

walk in without booking an appoint-

ment via NHS 111. Walk-in patients 

will be clinically assessed by a nurse 

or other health professional. 

PHARMACY COVID TEST AND  

COLLECT 

Hampshire residents without symp-

toms can now access free super-

vised testing, or collect kits to self-

test at home, from participating 

pharmacies across the county.  

In Hampshire, over 200 pharmacies 

are providing the national collect 

scheme and over 40 of these phar-

macies will also be offering on-site 

supervised lateral flow testing. Any-

one over the age of 18 can collect 

test kits from participating pharma-

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 

COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

It was an honour to be returned as 

your County Councillor until 2025.  

At the County Council AGM on Thurs-

day 27 May I was appointed to the 

HCC Cabinet as Executive Member 

for Highways Operations.  I will make 

the case for maintaining current 

levels of funding. 

UPGRADE TO PETERSFIELD COM-

MUNITY HOSPITAL 

New services for people needing 

urgent health care are to be provid-

ed in Petersfield. On Tuesday June 

1, the Minor Injuries Unit at Peters-

field Community Hospital was up-

graded to become an “Urgent Treat-

ment Centre”. 

The main advantages are that local 

people who previously had to travel 

to receive urgent care can now go to 

Petersfield,  and this should relieve 

pressure elsewhere in the health 

service, including the Emergency 

Department at Queen Alexandra 

Hospital in Portsmouth. 

Urgent Treatment Centres (UTCs) 

offer a wider range of services to 

people than Minor Injuries Units, 

delivering both minor injury and ill-

ness services and additional diag-

nostic capabilities to treat a wider 

range of conditions. Examples of 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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cies for themselves and their fami-

lies to use at home. You can collect 

one pack per person of 7 lateral flow 

device tests. There is no need to 

book an appointment. 

Lateral flow testing and the test kit 

collection scheme are for people 

without symptoms. Anyone 

with symptoms of corona-

virus must book a PCR test or call 

119. 

CONNECT4COMMUNITIES  

Vulnerable children in Hampshire 

have been given £15 food vouchers 

for this half-term. This initiative is 

part of the connect4communities 

programme led by Hampshire Coun-

ty Council. 

They include families whose children 

are eligible for free school meals, all 

children open to early help services, 

16 to 18-year-olds previously eligible 

for free school meals and all two to 

four-year-olds accessing childcare 

and eligible for Early Years Pupil 

Premium. Community grants to sup-

port vulnerable families are open 

until 13th June 2021. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/

socialcareandhealth/

childrenandfamilies/

connectforcommunities 

TICKS AND LYME DISEASE  

Hampshire residents are urged to 

be ‘tick aware’ especially when 

walking in wooded areas or long 

grass where ticks attach themselves 

to people or animals as they pass 

by. Further information and some 

“anti-tick tips” are available here: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/

News/20210401ticks 

HOUSE RETROFIT OPPORTUNITY 

I have asked Parish Councils to help 

in identifying homes for retrofit. This 

involves the upgrading of insulation 

and windows and the installation of 

measures such as solar panels, bat-

teries and heat pumps. 

For the UK to get to Net Zero, all 

homes are going to need to undergo 

this process over the next ten years. 

We have a chance to get East 

Hampshire there first and enhance 

our reputation as a green district – 

and home owners will also benefit 

from lower bills and warmer homes. 

I am a Trustee of the Petersfield 

Climate Action Network (PECAN), 

which covers Petersfield and the 

surrounding villages. PECAN is work-

ing with the National Energy Founda-

tion on a scheme called Super-

homes, and together we have won 

funding from the Energy saving Trust 

to support the retrofit of 500 homes 

in our area over the next two years.  

RUSSELL OPPENHEIMER 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/#symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/#symptoms
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210401ticks
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20210401ticks
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

On Monday 7th June, the Parish 

Council held a Planning and Parish 

Council meeting in the Village Hall – 

the first face to face meetings for 

quite some time! 

BY-ELECTION FOR PARISH COUNCIL-

LORS 

There are currently vacancies for two 

parish councillors, following the res-

ignations last month of Kate Ashfield 

and Peter Cruttenden. EHDC are 

running the election, which will take 

place on July 15th in the Village Hall.  

The Notice of Election and timetable 

can be found on parish noticeboards 

and on the PC and EHDC websites, 

and polling cards will be sent to all 

households.   

HCC BUDGET CONSULTATION 

HCC face a budget shortfall of at 

least £80million over the next two 

years. They are looking for residents’ 

view on how to address this. Should 

they cut services and which ones?  

This could mean stopping funding 

School Crossing Patrols, closing or 

reducing the hours of HWRC’s (tips) 

and reducing or removing bus ser-

vices in rural areas and market towns.  

Alternatively, they could raise Coun-

cil Tax and/or change how local gov-

ernment works in Hampshire, for 

example by having fewer councillors 

and senior managers. 

You can read the full consultation 

document and fill in the response 

form here: https://

www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/

haveyoursay/consultations/

balancing-the-budget.  Paper copies 

are available from in-

sight@hants.gov.uk or by calling 

0300 555 1375. 

The consultation closes on 18th July.  

NEW FUNDING FOR HOME RETROFIT 

ASSESSMENTS 

PeCan (Petersfield Climate Action 

Network) is offering 150 assess-

ments on how to make your home 

more energy efficient at a fraction of 

their normal cost.  For more details 

see Russell Oppenheimer’s report in 

this newsletter or contact Greg Ford 

at pecan.email@gmail.com.  

LENGTHSMAN 

We have a new Lengthsman, Tom 

Hartley. If you see any roads or foot-

path related issues that need his 

attention, please let Jenny Hollington 

know (jenny.hollington@steep-

pc.gov.uk)  and we will put it on his 

list.  

BLOCKED DRAINS 

If you know of a drain that needs 

clearing, please report it to HCC via 

their website: https://

www.hants.gov.uk/transport/

roadmaintenance/roadproblems/

flooding. This does work: drains have 

recently been cleared in Mill Lane and 

Ashford Lane after being reported online.  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancing-the-budget
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancing-the-budget
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancing-the-budget
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/balancing-the-budget
mailto:pecan.email@gmail.com
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
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FRIENDS OF STEEP CHURCH 

(FOSC) 

Friends of Steep Church are delight-

ed to announce the forthcoming 

sale of a remarkable collection of 

carved yew bowls and spoons, the 

whole created from timber taken 

from the ancient yew at Steep (All 

Saints’). 

The collection, created by local resi-

dent Chris Page, will be offered for 

sale on a first come, first served 

basis at the Steep Flower Show, at 

Bedales, on 28 August 2021. It is a 

unique opportunity to obtain a last-

ing piece of local history. 

The decorative carved bowls and 

spoons that will be offered for sale 

at Steep Flower Show 

Following tree surgery undertaken 

on the ancient yew at Steep (All 

Saints’), work funded by FOSC, local 

resident Rollo Wicksteed proposed 

that the culled timber be used for a 

special project to benefit FOSC. 

His suggestion was taken up by an-

other local resident, Chris Page, 

who has carved a remarkable array 

of decorative bowls and spoons. 

Notwithstanding the extent of the 

labour involved in creating the col-

lection, Chris Page has generously 

agreed to donate the proceeds from 

the collection’s sale to FOSC. 

He will be accepting payment by 

cash, cheque or direct bank transfer 

on the 28 August 2021.  

For further details please contact 

Chris Page 

(chris.page1419@btinternet.com), 

or David Erskine-Hill of FOSC 

(davidjehill@gmail.com). 

SWMVC CONSULTATION – 

THANK YOU 

I am hugely grateful to residents 

from across the village for taking 

the time to engage with the consul-

tation regarding the village hall 

land. We have received almost a 

hundred responses in total and I am 

genuinely humbled by the care and 

effort that so many have taken to 

share their views fully. I am espe-

cially grateful to those who made 

the effort to meet in person to dis-

cuss the issues, either at the coffee 

cart, or at the open meeting. The 

process of analysis of the submis-

sions is now underway. 

Jim MacDonald – Chair SWMVC 

Trustees 
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 vital food source for flies, fungi, but-

terflies and wasps. 

The success of aphids is due mainly 

to their extraordinarily high rate of 

reproduction, which makes up for 

huge losses to predators (and gar-

deners alike) and they appear to 

multiply before our very eyes.  

A quick and easy way to boost num-

bers is to dispense with mating!  

For most of their lives aphids repro-

duce by parthenogenesis, with virgin 

females giving birth to ‘clones’ of 

themselves. Like Russian dolls a 

female aphid will be carrying young, 

which themselves will already be 

carrying developing embryos. 

A medium sized sycamore tree can 

contain around 2 million aphids, and 

it is said that if a single aphid and all 

its progeny lived to reproduce at the 

same rate, by the end of a year, 

there would be an aphid mountain 

APHIDS 

Aphids abound at this time of year; 

blackfly on beans, big, grey Lupin 

aphids and greenfly on your roses 

that cluster at the top on young, 

sappy shoots and ruin your chances 

of a prize at the Steep Show.  

There are several hundred species 

of aphid in the UK, the vast majority 

of which live on wild plants. Those 

that live on crops, however, can do 

serious damage by feeding on sap, 

piercing stems with their tube like 

mouthparts. Sap is mainly sugars, 

so to fulfil their nutritional needs of 

protein an aphid needs to consume 

a vast quantity. There is however a 

need to eliminate excess sugar and 

this is secreted in the form of hon-

eydew, much loved by ants, which 

often protect the aphids from other 

predators in return for this sweet 

treat. Honeydew does wonders for 

the ecosystem too, as it is also a 
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of a quadrillion individuals! They 

would suck every plant dry, use up 

all the oxygen in the process, there-

fore wiping out all life including 

themselves.  

Most aphid are wingless, but as the 

temperatures rise in early summer 

some develop wings and fly to new 

host plants, spreading the colony 

further afield. At the end of summer, 

winged females migrate to winter 

host plants (in the case of blackfly it 

is often the spindle tree.) and they 

now produce wingless females that 

are capable of mating with winged 

males which are also produced in 

late summer.  These females then 

lay eggs, which overwinter to hatch 

the following spring.  

Aphids don’t just sit there waiting to 

be picked off by passing hoverflies 

or ladybirds. Some kick with their 

hind legs, others have 

spines which make 

them hard to digest 

and even more incred-

ibly the cabbage aphid 

stores mustard oils 

(produced by all bras-

sicas) in their body 

fluids in the form of 

the explosive chemical 

glucosinolate. In the 

event of a predator attack the explo-

sives are ignited by enzymes in the 

aphids muscles, effectively blowing 

it apart and showering its attacker 

with stinging mustard oil. 

So if you do find your prize plants 

under attack, before you reach for 

the spray of soapy water (or worse), 

take a moment to have a closer look 

at the prolific aphid. 

Mary Shotter 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

The newsletter generates revenue from our advertisers but does not en-

dorse their services  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 
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joyous sound as we celebrated its 

Patronal service. This marks the 

beginning of Trinity when vestments 

of green are worn and lasts until 

Advent. 

OUTSIDE SERVICE 

The first Sunday of the month is an 

All Age service with special appeal 

for the children. On 6th June this 

took the form of a simple 

Communion service. John bravely 

held it outside with the altar table 

under the cedar tree. For the first 

time since covid appeared in our 

midst Christopher Reed as 

sidesman handed out hymn books. 

Gerald played three familiar hymns 

inside the church whilst we joined in 

outside. We had to listen closely to 

keep in time. How much we have 

missed the singing as a 

congregation. Jane served coffee by 

the back porch and the children 

could enjoy the expanse of the 

churchyard after the service. 

FIRST PCC MEETING TOGETHER 

The churchyard at Steep saw the 

first PCC meeting to be held at the 

church since February 2020. We 

gathered in the churchyard and 

welcomed Bubbles Silk and 

Jonathon Selby as our incoming 

PENTECOST 

Whilst lots of traditions are 

associated with Christmas and 

Easter the festival of Pentecost 

seems mostly to be celebrated 

within the Church. The coming of the 

Holy Spirit upon the disciples was 

commemorated on 23rd May at two 

services. Susie led the Communion 

Service at Steep on a soggy Sunday. 

Fortunately the rain cleared and we 

were able to enjoy coffee and 

Karen’s flapjacks outside after the 

service. In the afternoon there was a 

Deanery wide service of Pentecost 

Praise. St Mary’s, Liss was the 

venue but Steep participated with 

flowers arranged by Fiona Littlejohn 

and the Sadlers and posters by our 

children. The service had been 

devised by the readers in the 

Deanery and every parish featured 

on a screen, showing each ministry 

team along with the readers. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

There are several churches in our 

benefice and on 30 May Holy Trinity 

saw one of the two regular services 

held there. People come from far 

and wide for the Christmas Carol 

service. The acoustics of Privett 

church are so good that the six 

people allowed to sing made a 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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churchwardens, though Helen Muir-

Davies our existing churchwarden 

chaired the meeting. John told us of 

the baptisms and weddings to be 

celebrated soon within the Benefice. 

We heard how the Friends of Steep 

Church were supporting the project 

to improve the internet facility within 

the church, and Christopher Reed 

told us about the new PACT website 

and its section on Steep Church. 

COLLECTION FOR THE 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

Fiona Littlejohn 

Over this last year the sum of 

£462.26 has been collected for the 

Children’s Society by members of 

the local community. This is a good 

result for a year when cash was 

short because of people self-

isolating and shielding which meant 

that many transactions were made 

remotely and by Contactless. 

The Society is well aware of the 

difficulties but in spite of this it 

continues to provide vulnerable 

young people with care and 

guidance. 

We are very grateful for everyone’s 

support for this worthwhile cause. If 

anyone else wishes to contribute in 

the future please contact me. 

Fiona Littlejohn 01730 261993 

FROM THE REGISTER 

BURIALS 

21st April - Moira Angeles Denny, 

died 5th April 

26th May - John Digby Lovell, died 

8th April 

14th June - Gillian Hazel Grunland, 

died 24th May  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm 

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

  Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  bubbles@silksfamily.com 

  Jonathan Selby  07926 381786/023 9259 3062 selby345@btinternet.com   

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
mailto:selby345@btinternet.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

Thanks Fran Box 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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A MAGICAL EVENING 

Have you visited the church and 

churchyard at Privett recently? If 

not, I urge you to do so. For years 

the Froxfield Choir has held its June 

concert in this lovely church, with 

pre-concert and interval drinks in a 

cleared patch in the front. Else-

where in the churchyard one faced 

near impenetrable jungle, a definite 

no-go area.  

Well, there was clearly going to be 

no Privett church concert this year 

but in spite of this the choir deter-

mined to sing throughout, mainly on 

Zoom, and recently in a redundant 

windy and open-ended cowshed – 

that’s keenness for you. And as 

there was to be no singing in church 

it was decided to have a mini con-

cert and picnic in the churchyard, 

just for our friends and families.  

What a revelation and what a set-

ting! A group of volunteers  have 

over the past year cleared  Privett  

churchyard, restoring graves, felling 

unwanted trees, and providing a 

wonderful open space and vista of 

the countryside for all to enjoy. 

Everything combined to make this a 

special event. The weather for a 

start was glorious; the setting per-

fect, and we all enjoyed our picnics. 

I also like to think that the choir 

sang quite well - some jolly ditties 

with a couple of short more serious 

pieces; about twenty minutes in all.  

However, for me the best bit was the 

stirring talk given by Rob Hollis, tell-

ing the story of the Great Endeav-

our; how he and Ian Hughes gath-

ered volunteers, funds, experts - and 

awards! I am sure they would wish 

me to say that work is still in pro-

gress, so volunteer helpers and 

funds will continue to be welcome.   

Welcome too will be new choir mem-

bers - contact Lesley Howe at 

lkhowe58@gmail.com  

A magical evening indeed. 

David Dobson 

mailto:lkhowe58@gmail.com
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