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 It is good to see fine weather again, 

and the cricket season under way. I 

started playing for Steep when I was 

fifteen, and I played my last game 

aged sixty five.   I still go to every 

home fixture. 

Though I 

have lived 

in Peters-

field for 

some years 

now, I am a 

Steep man 

t h r o u g h 

a n d 

through. I 

was born at 

the Harrow 

in January 

1935 and 

lived there 

until I got 

married at 

the age of 27. My father, Arthur 

Dodd, was the landlord, and Ellen, 

who later took on the pub with her 

husband Eddie McCutcheon, was 

my sister. We also had a brother, 

John, who died three years ago. 

My entire schooling was at Steep 

School. Shortly after I left in 1950  

it became an Elementary School, 

but in my day it was right through 

from age five  to fifteen, and there 

were just two classes, the infants, 

run by 

Miss Peal, 

and the 

s e n i o r s , 

run by Mr 

G i d d i n s , 

the head-

m a s t e r . 

(He also 

played the 

organ in 

c h u r c h , 

and I used 

to pump 

the organ 

in those pre-

e l e c t r i c 

days). 

During the war class sizes almost 

doubled because of the influx of 

evacuees, and we had a family bil-

leted with us in the Harrow – a 

mother, whom we came to know as 

I think General de Gaulle visited it once –  

and the patients used to come to the  

Harrow and play darts 

THE HARROW AND STEEP SCHOOL 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Aunty Ada, though she was no rela-

tion, and her three daughters. I re-

member that it was quite a squeeze, 

with my parents and us three chil-

dren, plus grandpa too. 

I enjoyed school. I remember the air 

raid sirens during the war, when we 

had to run down the footpath by the 

church and sit in dugouts in the 

Bedales grounds. I also remember 

that harsh winter of 1946/47, and 

breaking off massive icicles from 

the sandpits – over six feet long 

they were – and carrying them up to 

school to show them off. 

My mother by the way (Annie Oak-

ley) had been the personal maid to 

Mrs Badley, wife of the founder of 

Bedales, and when I came to be 

born I was named Haden after John 

Haden Badley. Mr Badley became 

my Godfather, and the last time I 

saw him was on my wedding day in 

1962 when he was nearly a hun-

dred years old.  

Looking back at my time in the Har-

row, I recall that everyone came to 

the pub on foot or by bike; I don’t 

remember any cars.  I also don’t 

remember much in the way of food 

 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

in the pub either; basically bread 

and cheese. Of course, I wasn’t al-

lowed in the pub itself when I was 

young, but there was one exception. 

Steep House was a convalescent 

home for French servicemen during 

the war – I think General de Gaulle 

visited it once – and the patients 

used to come to the Harrow and 

play darts. My job was to be their 

scorer, and to this day the only 

words I know in French are darts 

terms. 

When I left Steep School I became 

an apprentice to the Petersfield 

plumbing firm of H A Hann & Son, 

and I remember that old Mr Hann 

always wore a stiff collar and bow 

tie at work. I stayed there until I was 

called up for National Service in 

1953, and after service with the 

army in Egypt came back to the firm 

for a few years before starting my 

own plumbing business. 

My wife Edna reminds me to men-

tion the Steep Flower Show, and 

yes, that is very much part of my life 

too, and has been for many years. I 

shall be there with my produce and 

flowers in August, full of hope! 

Haden Dodd.  
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com


5 

25 (+ 100) YEARS AGO 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 

From the Church Magazine June 1893 

 The school Inspector reported that the in-

fants were progressing well and he also commented 

that needlework throughout the school had greatly 

improved since his last visit. 

 The report added that the premises have been 

improved by the addition of a new window in the 

classroom. The school accounts were most satis-

factory mainly due to the generous and liberal 

response to the Managers’ appeal, when  donations 

from forty benefactors, ranging from 5s. to £10, 

were received. The total raised was £132 17s 6d.  

 At the highly successful concert, ‘the 

schoolroom was packed to its utmost capacity by 

parents and friends, while in the front seats we 

noticed several of the generous subscribers and 

kind supporters of our little school. All per-

formers acquitted themselves with much credit and 

were received with the warmest applause, most 

richly deserved. The vicar (Revd. F.W.R. Mason) 

praised the good work the school is doing both in 

religious and secular subjects.’ 
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
The next meeting of Steep Parish 

Council will be held on Monday, 

4th June at 7.30 p.m. in the meet-

ing room at Haste Ltd. In Steep 

Marsh.  The agenda will be orientat-

ed towards Steep Marsh issues and 

our District and County Councillor 

will be present to answer any ques-

tions.  All Steep Marsh residents 

welcome.  Refreshments will be 

served! 

STROUD EVENING WI 
12 June - Hounds for Heroes. Sheila 

Flint will speak on the work of the 

charity training assistance dogs at 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 14th June.  Cream Tea, 

Long Barn, Alresford. Meet at Steep 

Village Hall at 2.15pm to car-share. 

Thursday 28th June.  Tea at  

Mulberry Cottage (Judy Thomp-

son’s) at 2.30pm.  Meet at Steep 

Village Hall at 2.15pm to car-share. 

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Friday, 15th June - DARKEST HOUR 

Biography/Drama/History. Starring 

Gary Oldman, Lily James and Kristin 

Scott Thomas. 

In 1940, the fate of Western Europe 

hangs on British Prime Minis-

ter Winston Churchill, who must 

decide whether to negotiate 

with Adolf Hitler, or fight on, knowing 

that it could mean a humiliating 

defeat for Britain and its empire. 

Martin Muncaster who lives in Steep 

and whose voice was used in the 

film will give a short talk at 7.45 

before the film starts at 8.00pm 

Doors open at 7.30pm. There will be 

a bar and ice-creams for sale. 

Tickets available on the door or at 

One Tree Books, £6 per ticket.  

FROXFIELD CHOIR   

Froxfield Choir's annual summer 

concert at Holy Trinity, Privett is 

on Saturday 16th June at 

7.30pm. The programme includes 

Dvorak's Mass in D. It has been de-

scribed as 'pure Dvorak... one of the 

most eloquent testimonies of his 

relationship to humankind, to God 

and to nature'. Tickets £12 (free for 

under 14s), from One Tree Books, 

Petersfield, and on the door. Retir-

ing collection in aid of the Churches 

Conservat ion Trust .  Further  

information from  

www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk.  

 DIARY DATES 

http://www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk/
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Plans are well advanced, activity is 

increasing with spaces being meas-

ured, checked and plans drawn up 

for the colourful, scent filled ar-

rangements to transform St. Peter’s 

Church, Petersfield with a spectacu-

lar Flower Festival in June.  

     Our theme is Creation, starting in 

the porch with the Spirit of God hov-

ering over the waters, to the chancel 

transformed into The Garden of 

Eden.  

     The Festival is open on Friday 

15th June and Saturday 16th June 

from 9.30am to 5.00pm. 

Sunday 17th June 11.00am to 

5.30pm. Entrance is by donation 

and refreshments will be available. 

Hope to see you there.  

Christine Rushton 

 

 

COPY FOR THE JULY, AUGUST NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 13th June 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
21 June - A Parcel of Gold for Edith. 

Letters from Australia to England. A 

talk by John Smith. We meet 

at 2.15pm at the Physic Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 

Summer break till October 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STANSTED PLAYERS 

Green Stockings by A E W Mason 

(1911)   Wednesday 29th, 

Thursday 30th and Friday 31st  

August, and Saturday 1st Septem-

ber  all at 7.30 pm at Olivier  

Theatre, Bedales School. 

Seats £5 from Alastair Langlands, 

Sparrow's Hanger, Selborne GU34 

3JN, telephone 01420 511 371       

alastair.langlands@gmail.com 

also available at the door. 

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:alastair.langlands@gmail.com
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FRIENDS OF STEEP CHURCH 

AGM Sunday 1st July 6pm 

The second Annual General Meeting 

of Friends of Steep Church will be 

held in Steep Church at 6pm on Sun-

day 1st July 2018.  

It will be followed by a talk on the 

“Bells of Steep Church, their history, 

bell ringers and bell ringing”  by 

Hugh and Mo Routh and Fran Box. 

We would welcome new applications 

to become members of the Executive 

Committee. If you wish to stand for 

election, please send a note of your 

name, address and telephone num-

ber to the Secretary, Friends of 

Steep Church, c/o 77, Church Road, 

Steep GU32 2DF or FriendsofSteep-

Church@gmail.com, together with a 

brief statement of why you wish to 

stand. 

Everybody is welcome to attend the 

AGM and the talk. 

PETERSFIELD COMMUNITY 

CHOIR - SOUNDS OF SUMMER. 

Please come and join The Petersfield 

Community Choir for their free sum-

mer concert on Wednesday 4th July, 

7.30pm at St Peter's Church, The 

Square, Petersfield. 

There will be a retiring collection in 

aid of the local charity, Homestart 

Butser. 

 

 

mailto:FriendsofSteepChurch@gmail.com
mailto:FriendsofSteepChurch@gmail.com


9 

STROUD REVELS 

Saturday 28 July is the date of this 

year’s Stroud Revels, which makes a 

biennial visit to Rothercombe Farm. 

Many of the familiar attractions will 

be there including, for one-day only, 

the world-renowned ‘Charlie’s 

Baah’, live music from Forever 

Young, an entertainer for children of 

all ages and a bouncy castle. 

PETERSFIELD ARTS & CRAFT  

SOCIETY 2018 EXHIBITION 

The Exhibition will be held in the 

Festival Hall in Petersfield and will 

be open from 10am to 6pm from 

the 22nd to the 27th of August.  

There will be late opening until 8pm 

on Wednesday 22nd of August. 

Entry is free and this year all the 

exhibits are labelled with their title, 

artist and price. Prices start at £25 

and for a very reasonable amount 

you would be buying an original 

piece of work, with no chance of 

seeing another one the same for 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

sale anywhere else. 

On show will be paintings in oil, wa-

tercolour, pastel, acrylic and mixed 

media. There will also be ceramics, 

textiles, wood, jewellery and other 

craft work. 

For more information see our web-

site @ Petersfield Arts and Craft So-

ciety. 

TRIVIA QUIZ 

“V” for Victory! 

Saturday 29 September  

Following last year’s very successful 

event, the second Friends of Steep 

Church (FOSC) Trivia Quiz night will 

be held at Steep Village Hall, 7 for 

7.30 on Saturday 29th September. 

Tickets £15  - Fish and Chip Supper 

included. There will be a cash bar 

and raffle. Team bookings welcome, 

tickets available from 1st August 

from Tony Struthers  

Tel. 01730 269533 or tonys-

truthers@me.com  

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
mailto:tonystruthers@me.com
mailto:tonystruthers@me.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

 Reduce running costs up to 80% 

 Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

 Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 
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materials. 

We have had regard to the Steep 

Village Plan and also recognise the 

importance of extensive public  

consultation. 

The draft plan has now been submit-

ted to Central Government with an 

examination of the plan expected in 

summer 2018. Once the plan is 

approved we can then work up more 

detailed proposals for the site with 

input from SDNPA, the Parish Coun-

cil and the village as a whole. 

If anyone would like further infor-

mation or would like to make their 

own suggestions please contact me 

on geojdale@hotmail.com or any of 

the other trustees listed on the  

website. 

Geoffrey Dale, Chair of Trustees. 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

The major change in recent months 

has been the publication by the 

South Downs National Park Authority 

(SDNPA) of their draft plan for the 

whole National Park including Steep. 

This recommends that the former 

allotment site on Church Road, now 

owned by the charity, is included 

within the settlement boundary and 

with potential for development. 

The trustees welcome the proposal 

since our preference is to secure a 

comprehensive plan for this site at 

the centre of the village;  to include 

some development incorporating 

lower cost housing and community 

benefit including open space, extra 

car parking for the village hall and, 

possibly, a more prominent and ac-

cessible site for the War Memorial; 

all to be combined with a strong 

focus on the quality of design and 

UPDATE FROM STEEP IN NEED CHARITY  

LOST, STOLEN OR STRAYED. 

The Steep Church stepladder has been missing for a few months. It is a light 

aluminium one with the words “Steep Church” clearly marked on it. Some-

one has replaced it with another, shorter one with blue plastic handrails. 

As the missing one (which was originally donated to the Church) is used of-

ten by flower arrangers and sidesmen amongst others it is much missed and 

needed. So please, if anyone knows where it might be could they bring it 

back or contact 01730 261993.  
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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The Edward Thomas Fellowship 

Birthday Walk took place at Steep 

on Sunday 22nd April 2018. The 

theme of this year’s walk was to 

mark the 80th anniversary of the 

unveiling of the memorial stone on 

the Shoulder of Mutton Hill and to 

pay tribute to Edward Thomas 

through poetry written by his friends 

and admirers. Around 50 people 

joined the morning walk – a strenu-

ous five miler- which included a visit 

to the Bee House (Edward’s former 

hill-top study) and the memorial 

stone on the Shoulder of Mutton 

Hill. Appropriate poems and prose 

were read at strategic points en 

route. There were grandstand views 

from the terrace of The Bee House 

across the coombe below, to the 

curving road around Stoner Hill and 

the South Downs beyond. The after-

noon walk began with readings on a 

field path near Mill Lane and fin-

ished with a visit to Berryfield Cot-

tage, the Thomases’ first home in 

Steep. After the previous night’s 

thunderstorm, the day was unsea-

sonably warm for this time of year, 

with temperatures well into the mid 

20s. We ended at All Saints’ Church, 

Steep, with afternoon tea, a short 

AGM and the birthday tribute. The 

winner and two runners up of the 

Edward Cawston Thomas Poetry 

Competition were announced and 

all three read their prize-winning 

poems. The current chairman,  

Richard Emeny, announced his re-

tirement and local resident Jeremy 

Mitchell was elected as his succes-

sor. The day ended with a recording 

of Helen Thomas reminiscing to 

Rowland Watson about the unveiling 

of the memorial stone in 1937,  

followed by two poems from the 

‘Elected Friends’ anthology. This 

brought to a close what proved to be 

a remarkable day of walking and 

poetry readings. 

PADDOCK AND STABLE TO LET 

One and a half to two acre paddock to let in Steep, with stabling. 

Enquiries: 01730 262947 

NEW CHAIRMAN FOR THE  EDWARD THOMAS FELLOWSHIP 
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Bell Hill on the way home. The local 

newspaper  headl ines  were: 

“HIGHWAY RUFFIANISM, PETERS-

FIELD LADY WAYLAID, BRUTAL 

TREATMENT BY UNKNOWN… the 

motive was one of plunder”. Happily, 

Miss Lomas survived. Her parents 

had died by 1912, she then inherit-

ed the dairy farm, which she contin-

ued to run. She lived on at Oakhurst, 

as a single lady of means. She took 

a very full and active part in the  

village of Steep and in charitable 

organisations.  

She was generous to others, particu-

larly her farm employees. William 

Applebee and William Reed were two 

young Steep men who joined up in 

WWI but died in this country. They 

both have identical headstones in 

Steep churchyard. It is thought that 

Miss Lomas may have paid for 

these, as well as organising the  

funeral expenses. For a number of 

its initial years, Steep Horticultural 

Show (forerunner of our present 

Steep Flower Show) was held in the 

garden of her house, Oakhurst, in 

Mill Lane. 

 Steep Village Hall was formerly 

known as Steep Memorial Village 

Club. It was built as a memorial to 

those from Steep who had fought 

and died in WWI. Louisa Lomas was 

If one thinks of definitive items of 

Steep village, one might name the 

Village Hall, Steep Common, the 

Church, Steep Flower Show, the  

Parish Council - yet all of these owe 

much to a certain Miss Louisa Lo-

mas who lived in Steep from around 

1891 to 1944 and who has now 

largely been forgotten.  

Miss Lomas was the subject of our 

May Steep History Group Meeting. 

She had a remarkable life and hers 

was almost a rags to riches tale. 

She was born in Petersfield in 1863, 

the daughter of a servant and an 

ordinary sailor in the Royal Navy. By 

the time she was eight years old, 

her father had been murdered and 

her stepfather had died at the Coun-

ty Asylum. Initially her parents ran 

the Railway Inn in Petersfield, but 

later her mother remarried again, 

this time to Frank, son of Edward 

Duddy, the farmer at Roke Farm, 

Steep. When his father died, Frank 

and his family took over the farm 

and moved back to Steep, first at 

Roke and then at the house known 

as Oakhurst which had been built 

around 1905.  It was here that they 

lived and ran a dairy farm known as 

Oakhurst Farm.  

One evening in 1907 Louisa was 

attacked as she rode her bicycle up 

MISS LOUISA LOMAS: A GRACIOUS LADY OF STEEP  
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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STROUD RESIDENT WINS TOWN 

MAYOR’S AWARD 

It is within the gift of Petersfield’s 

outgoing Mayor each year to make 

an award to individuals who have 

made a significant personal contri-

bution to the Town. This year one of 

the Award winners was Jeremy 

Mitchell who, as well as being on the 

Stroud Area Residents Association 

committee, is a Trustee of Peters-

field Museum (leading the fundrais-

ing for their current £2.5m project 

and, in the past, raised funds for 

other projects including the excava-

tion of the Barrows on the Heath), is 

General Manager of the local Hos-

pice at Home charity The Rosemary 

Foundation and has just been elect-

ed Chair of the Edward Thomas  

Fellowship. We pass on our congrat-

ulations to Jeremy (who is also a 

member of our editorial team and, 

in the same week, also won a Na-

tional Award for his work as a Volun-

teer Fundraiser for the Museum). 

Please keep a look out for further 

Stroud events in the newsletter and 

on the Stroud Village website, 

www.stroud-village.co.uk. 

a member of the committee who 

organised and fundraised for this 

key village building and the honor-

ary secretary of the trustees. She 

served as a parish councillor on and 

off from 1913 onwards. She was 

treasurer of Steep parochial church 

council from its inception. She  

regularly played the organ at church 

services.  

 Louisa Lomas died in 1944 at the 

age of 80 years with no close family. 

As well as other generous charitable 

donations in her will, she left money 

for Steep church organ. This  

bequest also provided the present 

handsome wooden organ case 

which was made in the Edward 

Barnsley workshop. The land that 

we know as Steep Common was 

owned by Miss Lomas. She ensured 

that it continued as the village  

recreation ground after her death. In 

1977 Steep Parish Council was able 

to purchase it and register it as the 

village green for Steep. Without her, 

our lovely village recreation area 

may not have existed. Much of what 

we now take fore granted in Steep 

was due to Miss Louisa Lomas. If 

you are passing Steep church and 

glance over the wall, you will see her 

grave just to the left of the lych gate. 

 franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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speeds. In cases where education is 

blatantly ignored and evidence of 

repeat or excessive offences is col-

lated (even across county borders), 

further Police action will be taken. 

Other villages that have adopted the 

scheme have seen up to a 95% drop 

in speeding traffic and we are hope-

ful that the scheme will have a  

similar effect in Steep. 

A team of community members 

have kindly volunteered to take part 

in our speed-watch initiative, but we 

need more help so if you think you 

could give an occasional hour of 

your time to help keep our roads 

safe then please contact Jenny  

Ho l l ing ton  a t  c le rk@ steep -

pc.gov.uk.  Volunteers will be fully 

trained on the easy to set up and 

use equipment and you also get to 

be trend setters in hi vis vests! It is a 

great opportunity for villagers to get 

to know each other better, helping 

build not only a safer, but also a 

friendlier village. 

The speed checks will be taking 

place at random times and various 

locations across the village so 

please watch your speed at all 

times! 

PHASE 2 - COMMUNITY FUNDED 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE 

Community funded traffic manage-

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

We are delighted to welcome Kate 

Ashfield to the Steep Parish Council. 

Kate has lived in Steep for the last 6 

years. She enjoys walking around 

the hangers with her 3 dogs and is 

passionate about our community. 

Please do not hesitate to contact 

Kate at kate.ashfield@steep-

pc.gov.uk should you wish to get in 

contact with her. 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE   

Following the highways and traffic 

meeting in 2017 at which the Parish 

Council heard concerns from parish-

ioners about speeding and traffic, 

we have been hard at work to find 

workable and effective solutions to 

the issues raised. Below is an  

update on the current plans. We 

welcome any feedback on the traffic 

management initiatives and further 

details can be provided by Jenny 

Hollington at  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk  

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH  

Steep has introduced a community 

speedwatch initiative where mem-

bers of our community are working 

with the support of the Police to 

monitor speeds of vehicles using 

speed detection devices. Vehicles 

exceeding the speed limit will be 

referred to the Police with the aim of 

educating drivers to reduce their 

mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:kate.ashfield@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:kate.ashfield@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk


20 

 

TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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(Frankie’s Dundee cake is much 

sought after.) 

This year’s sale was held on 12th 

May, which by coincidence was the 

deadline day for copy for this news-

letter; I am writing this as the sale is 

closing, so no final statistics availa-

ble yet.  However, the weather 

stayed kind, and visitor numbers 

seem to have been slightly up on 

last year.  Plants sold well and the 

coffee stall did a roaring trade, 

which means that takings should be 

similar to last year or even slightly 

better. 

Many thanks to Frankie and Geoff 

North for hosting it, to Bedales who 

provided the tables, to all who do-

nated plants, to those who made 

cakes (mmm… that chocolate cake) 

and to all of you, the Steep villag-

ers, who came and made it its  

usual success. 

We look forward to seeing you all 

again on Saturday 25th August at 

Bedales, for Steep Flower Show.  

Offers of help on show day would 

be greatly appreciated, and if any-

one would like to join the commit-

tee they will be made very welcome. 

Kate Ford (secretary) 

01730 262890 

ment initiative works are due to be 

carried out within the coming 

months which include changes to 

the road markings to reduce speeds, 

plans for new village gates to high-

light the speed limit in the  

village and the installation of new 

speed camera signage. 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

More than twenty years ago when 

the Steep Flower Show relocated 

from Bedales Quad to the delights of 

the marquee, it was decided that 

live music would add the final touch-

es to the afternoon. But could we 

afford it?  Chairman Joy Clarke of-

fered her garage at Restalls, and the 

plant sale was born.  We were a bit 

tight for space and limited as to 

plants, but we did raise enough to 

pay for the band. 

Twentysomething years on and the 

plant sale has become one of the 

outstanding social events of the vil-

lage.  Now held in the barn at Little 

Hawstead (many thanks to Geoff 

and Frankie), we have an amazing 

array of plants, from aubergines to 

zinnias, from lettuce to pak choi, all 

donated by the gardeners of Steep.  

Coffee and delicious home-made 

cakes encourage visitors to linger 

and wander round the beautiful gar-

den, while waiting to hear who has 

won the very desirable raffle prizes. 
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 CHURCH NEWS 
STEEP LECTURE SUNDAY 17TH 

JUNE  

We look forward to welcoming Dr Jill 

Cook, from British Museum as the 

guest speaker for our annual lecture 

this year. This popular event has 

now become a firm fixture in the 

Steep calendar. Dr Cook’s subject 

“The Lampedusa Cross”, explores a 

small action bearing a huge  

message about the international 

refugee crisis 

The lecture starts at 6.30pm in All 

Saints, Steep, with drinks and re-

freshments being served from 

6.00pm. Entry is free by ticket only 

and there will be a retiring collec-

tion. Tickets are available from 

George Tullis (262721), Richard 

Smith (267701), and Geoffrey Dale 

(894570). 

SAFARI SUPPER  

The Safari Supper held in April 

raised £600 for the Holy Spirit Angli-

can Primary School in Fosu and will 

be given to the headmaster Seth 

Afedzi when he visits Steep Primary 

school in May. – Thank to Jane  

Owen for organising and all those 

involved in opening their homes a 

great sharing time was had by all. 

TenAM 

The May TenAM service was doubly 

special with it being the first service 

of the revised format and including 

the baptism of Max Bench.  The 

planning team had created a spe-

cial craft area, a labyrinth for both 

adults and children to use as a  

quiet time of prayer and reflection. 

The congregation were greeted with 

drinks and refreshments on arrival; 

this gave a more informal start to 

the service making visitors relaxed 

and at ease especially for those 

with young children and babies  

attending for the baptism service. It 

was a joyful service with the hymns 

chosen by his parents.  
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ers and South Downs. He too had 

fallen in love with the area very soon 

after arriving. The power of such an 

area of space can have a major im-

pact on young people and the place 

of Steep, certainly matched one of 

the aims of the School “to appreci-

ate the beautiful”.  

The ethos of Bedales is to encour-

age the relationship between adults 

and children to be one of mutual 

respect. There has always been a 

strong sense of Community but the 

key is to ensure you get the right 

adults to build that relationship with 

the right children. It is often by what 

they do and not necessarily what 

they say that can have an impact. 

A time of celebratory drinks and chat 

followed the service as we wished 

Keith and Moonie a fond farewell 

from All Saints’. 

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER 

BAPTISM     

Maximillian Robert Allan Bench   

    6th May 

Balthazar Angus Thackrey 27th May   

FUNERALS     

 (Ashes interment)   

Judith Margaret Russell    18th April  

 Alan Goodchild                    3rd May  

 (memorial service) 

Ruth Mary Lillian Keys       27th April  

Helen Muir-Davies 

Church Warden 

After testing the congregation 

whether we knew the difference 

between a labyrinth and a maze. 

Rev John linked the activities with it 

being Rogation Sunday, traditionally 

a time when rural parishes such as 

Steep pray for God’s blessing on the 

fruits of the earth. He reminded us 

that many parishioners are farmers 

and are busy this time of year with 

lambing, so it was appropriate as 

we walked the labyrinth to reflect 

and thank God for his goodness. It 

is the season for beating the 

bounds - the custom of walking 

round and teaching the young the 

parish boundaries – which John 

used to remind Godparents and 

congregation of our responsibility to 

show guidance to Max as he starts 

his journey in in life. 

GUEST SPEAKER AT PARISH 

COMMUNION 

We were delighted to welcome to 

Parish Communion in May, Keith 

Budge. Keith is due to retire from 

his role as Headteacher of Bedales 

Schools, later in the year. Keith has 

been Headteacher at Bedales for 

17 years. His talk focused on three 

themes of Place, People and Pas-

sion in relation to both his role and 

to education. Keith stated what an 

extraordinary and beautiful piece of 

England Badley had chosen for the 

school, situated between the Hang-
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

