
  

This year we were well prepared to 

repel boarders when the jackdaws 

arrived, but after several days of log 

fires by day 

(during a spring 

heatwave) and 

a fresh pile of 

twigs in the 

hearth every 

morning we 

conceded de-

feat and let 

nature take its 

course. I’m glad 

we did so, for 

we have en-

joyed watching 

these engaging 

birds. Nest 

building was 

frantic and re-

lentless; five 

visits to the 

nest was the 

steady rate as 

our chimney 

swiftly filled up, 

first with dry twigs from the ground, 

then pliant twigs broken off by the 

birds from our old oak tree. 

Now, as this newsletter goes to 

press, feeding of young is going on 

frantically. The jackdaws have taken 

to visiting the bird table, and they 
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have rather upset the natural year-

round order of things. Top of the list 

of bird table visitors – and a very 

unwelcome one 

– is the squirrel, 

who not only 

plunders food 

put out for the 

birds but also 

manages to get 

into the peanut 

tin, despite all 

our efforts to 

defeat him. All 

birds defer to 

the squirrel – all 

except the jack-

daws that is, 

and they plunge 

down from the 

chimney top 

with harsh cries 

and the squirrel 

beats it fast. Of 

course, when 

our beagle is 

around, the 

squirrel is fair game for her too, but 

she is always careful to avoid actual-

ly catching one – she did once and 

received a nasty bite. 

Going back to the pecking order, we 

get plenty of lumbering pigeons and 

doves, but they don’t really count, 
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any more than the blackbirds. Of 

the really nimble birds pride of place 

goes to the Great-spotted Wood-

pecker, but he comes rarely.  No, 

the real daily mini-monarchs of the 

bird table are the nuthatches, and 

we reckon we have two families. 

When they arrive, the various tits 

nip smartly to the bushes nearby, 

and await their turn.  

While all this is going on the ground 

feeders, Dunnocks, House Spar-

rows, Chaffinches and the occasion-

al Wren, gather below and pick up 

the crumbs and do very well thank 

you.  

And just occasionally, there is a 

whoosh, a mass rushed exodus, 

and we know the Sparrowhawk has 

visited.  He stayed once, giving us a 

thrilling close-up view of this fero-

cious little predator – but it was 

hours before our resident birds 

came back.  

Time to enjoy! And come the au-

tumn I will tackle the problem of 

the chimney -   kindling wood for 

next winter perhaps. 

David Dobson  

25 YEARS AGO 
(The article below was originally written by Beryl Low in 1977 and was repro-

duced in the 1994 Steep Newsletter. How times have changed.) 

SHOPS OF OUR VILLAGE 

It is not easy to come by precise information as to dates but there 

are those living in the village today who tell me of the toffees with al-

monds on top which they bought for 1d. at the General Store, kept by 

Mrs. Green, at the present ‘Malva’ site; the entrance to this shop was up a 

flight of stone steps. 

Next door but one up the road was the dairy. The owner was Frank 

Clark, and his daughter, Louie Warwick, still lived there. She tells of hard 

work churning the butter. Sometimes, she said, when it refused to change 

to butter her father would say ‘throw in the half crown’ - which, appar-

ently, never failed to do the trick. Louie also did the ‘milk round’, togeth-

er with the one and half pint dippers hanging on the handlebars of her 

bicycle. 

I have not been able to establish the opening date of the present 

shop, now, in 1994, kept by Ian and Pauline Hutton. But behind these 

premises was a bakery, run, in turn, by Mr. Richards and Mr. Luff. It is 

known that this bakery was operating in 1886, and there are happy mem-
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 ories of crispy loaves and currant buns from here. 

Further up Church Road, at No. 37 0r 38, it is said that this house 

was a former Post Office. There is a story which has some connection 

with this shop. Miss Spiers at one time did the Bedales washing, and used 

to arrive to collect it with her pony and trap. One day whilst she was in 

the building collecting her work, two new young housemaids decided it 

would be fun to get in the trap. The pony, knowing his job well, but not 

recognising that the occupant of the trap was not his Missus, then made 

off. The terrified girls could do nothing but sit tight while the trap bowled 

along at some pace down the village street and came to a stop outside the 

shop at Woodfield Cottage, this being the unvarying programme of his 

driver on Monday mornings on her way home to Stroud. 

I have been told of a butcher’s shop on the corner opposite the 

Cricketers’ Inn, but as two sisters apparently lived there I am dubious that 

it ever operated as a butchery. Next to this house was the Smithy, which 

only disappeared in 1968. From 1911 Tommy Moss worked there with 

his father. Tommy was well known throughout the district for his excel-

lent work as a blacksmith but above all as a farrier. There is some evi-

dence of there also being a Smithy at Dunhill, known to be working in 

1821. 

Downgete Cottage, in Steep Marsh, at one time operated as a Gen-

eral Store including the sale of paraffin and greengrocery. 

It seems that there was a barber practising locally in the 18th centu-

ry. Many are the traders who were resident in Steep and are mentioned in 

the Parish Registers; these include carpenters, brickmakers, wheelwrights, 

grocers, tallow chandler, horse dealer, collar maker, cordwainer, higler, 

mealman, sawyer, tailor, thatcher, whitesmith and potter. 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 3rd June in the small meet-

ing room at Steep Village Hall.  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 

Friday, 21st June - Bohemian  

Rhapsody  -  Music, Drama. Oscar 

winning film, starring Rami Malek. 

The story of the legendary rock 

band Queen and lead singer Freddie 

Mercury, leading up to their famous 

performance at Live Aid (1985). 

Tickets available on the door. Doors 

open at 7.30pm with film starting at 

8.00pm. Bar and ice-creams. 

STROUD EVENING WI 
Wednesday 12th June  in Steep 

Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 13th June.  Visit to Coun-

try Market, Bordon- including after-

noon tea.  Meet at 2pm at Steep 

Village Hall. 

Thursday 27th June.  Lunch at  

Hinton Ampner followed by visit to 

house and gardens. Meet at 12 

noon at Steep Village Hall.   

This will be the last Welcome Club 

meeting before the summer break.  

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP LECTURE 
Sunday 16th June, in All Saints’ 

Church, 6.00 for 6.30. 

Speaking Truth Unto Power is the 

subject of the talk by  Sir David 

Normington GCB . 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
Thursday 20 June - The Land Army 

in WWI & WWII (Dr Gill Clarke) 

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351 

stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk  

 PETERSFIELD MUSEUM  

ROADSHOW  
Saturday 22nd June - see page 21  

 DIARY DATES 

COPY FOR THE JULY / AUGUST NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 19 June 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1277102/?ref_=
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0006198/?ref_=
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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Steep residents are opening their gardens for your enjoyment to raise money 

for Friends of Steep Church and Perennial; none of us aspire to be profes-

sional, we just enjoy our gardens in their natural  settings which in some cas-

es may include bees and even goats and pigs.  This map is to help you plan 

your route around the village. Tickets £6 per adult (children free) will be avail-

able on the day at any of the gardens shown above. 

STEEP OPEN GARDENS 

Saturday and Sunday 15th & 16th June 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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workshop on the Isle of Wight, carry 

out work to replace the ‘actions’, 

repair it, clean it, re-tune it and will 

incorporate some improvements.  It 

should sound superb when it is 

done and be in good fettle, we think, 

for the next 25 to 30 years. 

During the dismantling, which will 

take about a week, the church door 

will have to be kept locked whenev-

er the church is unattended; this is 

important to ensure safety, the pro-

tection of the components and to 

satisfy insurers.  Apologies for any 

inconvenience this may cause but, 

sadly, it cannot be avoided.  Whilst 

the organ is away a small three pipe 

instrument will be loaned to us, an-

other challenge for Gerald. 

Whilst the organ is being repaired, 

the fabric of the Church, which nor-

mally we can never reach, will be 

checked and repaired and the elec-

trical supplies serviced and the  

organ casing and screen cleaned 

and re-polished.    

 We hope to do all this and to rein-

stall the instrument before the end 

of November this year.  If anyone is 

interested to know more about the 

project please give me, Richard 

Smith or Hew Granlund a call. 

Anthony Littlejohn - 261993 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
STEEP CHURCH ORGAN  

REFURBISHMENT 

The organ is 128 years old; it was 

made and installed in 1891 by 

Thomas Jones, of Islington.  

 Substantial work was done on 

it in 1953 and further restoration 

work was carried out in 1968.  In 

1994, thanks to the generosity of 

the late Cecily Roberts whom many 

will remember with affection, a quite 

extensive overhaul took place; it has 

been said that the organ had ‘fallen 

apart’ and had become unusable.  A 

lot of work was done including elec-

trification of the primary actions; but 

the ‘Christie’ electronics used then 

actually originated in the 1950s so 

now are really old technology and 

the components needed for running 

repairs are no longer available.  Al-

so, the organ is showing its age in a 

number of ways; grit from the walls 

and ceiling has got into the pipes 

and the area around it is damp.  

Expert advice taken by the PCC con-

firmed that unless a refurbishment 

was carried out the organ will contin-

ue to deteriorate and will become 

unplayable. 

On Monday June 10th Andrew 

Cooper & Company Ltd will disman-

tle the organ, transport it to their 
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 STROUD LITTERPICK 2019 

Storm Hannah tried, but she could 

not put us off! 

Thank you to all 13 volunteers from 

the village who braved a very windy 

27th April armed with bin bags, Hi 

Viz tabards and litter pickers, and 

collected a large pile of litter from 

the lanes of Stroud.  Some of our 

younger villagers joined us as well, 

and special thanks are due to Jacob, 

Oliver, Belle, Jess and her friend 

Emma, who all helped.  We are 

grateful to EHDC too, for lending us 

the equipment. 

As usual, we were surprised with 

how much litter we found.  There 

was too much for one person to dis-

pose of easily, so Council contrac-

tors collected it.   

Afterwards everyone was thawed out 

at Springfield House and refuelled 

with welcome cake, coffee, tea and 

squash.  

Well done to everyone who joined in 

a fun morning. 

Ony Rogers 

RAMSDEAN ROAD DEVELOP-

MENT – MAY MONTHLY UPDATE 

Thanks to some very good (i.e. not 

wet) weather work on the develop-

ment has continued apace and the 

situation with the various different 

plots is as follows: 

Plots 9,10,11,12 at various stages 

of dry lining; 

Plots 13,14,15, first floor joists in-

stalled; 

Plots 16,17,18, ready for first floor 

joist; 

Plot 19 getting ready for first floor 

concrete floor beams; 

Plots 20,21 ground floor block and 

beams going on; 

Plot 22 ready for superstructure 

brickwork; 

Plots 23,24,25 first lift brickwork 

complete; 

Plots 26,27,28 ready for NHBC in-

spection then ground floor block 

and beams to be installed (early 

May); 

Plots 29,30,7,8 foundation block 

work in progress; 

Plots 5,6 foundation steel being 
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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installed this week; 

Plots 1-4 first floor concrete floor 

beams now installed. 

More widely, the Calor Gas tanks 

were being installed 15th May with 

first plots connected 23rd May; all 

overhead electric cable and poles to 

the front of the site are now down 

Work to the main entrance into the 

site was due to commence 20th May 

so reducing Ramsdean Road to the 

front of the site to a single lane for 

around one week. 

One plot now reserved with interest 

in three others and Show Homes 

due to open the last week in June. 

SAVE THE DATE – Stroud Revels 

2019 – Saturday 20 July at New 

Buildings Farm from 3.00 pm. 

Please see next month’s Steep & 

Stroud Newsletter for further details. 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW PLANT 

SALE 

Not just a money-making event but 

a real Village Occasion for all ages 

(from 2 weeks to, well, rather more) 

the Plant Sale was held at Restalls 

in aid of Steep Flower Show.  The 

weather was kind, we had a large 

selection of plants, flower, fruit, veg-

etables, herbs and even trees, the 

usual delicious teas and, most im-

portant, crowds of people.  It raised 

a record-breaking £680, (plus a very 

generous donation from Claire & 

Nisa McCutcheon at the Harrow), 

which will pay for the band, the judg-

es and various other expenses.  We 

are very grateful to Tim & Lynette 

Clarke for hosting it, to all those who 

grew plants, baked cakes and 

helped on the day, and particularly 

to all of you who came and spent 

generously. 

A reminder – Steep Flower Show is 

on 24th August at Bedales.  You 

should all now have your schedules 

and can start planning your entries.  

Carol Kiddle (264994) has asked 

me to say that all contributions to 

the Bottle Stall will be most wel-

come, well in advance please. 

Kate Ford 

262890 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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THE CHURCH ROAD FORMER 

ALLOTMENT SITE - the position of 

this newsletter 

Readers may not be aware that the 

newsletter has a constitution which 

gives us a duty to inform, but prohib-

its involvement in local controver-

sies. However, we now have one on 

our doorstep which we feel cannot 

be ignored, and that is the fate of 

the old allotment site next to the 

village hall. This is clearly of interest 

to villagers of Steep, especially 

those living in Church Road.  

The charities which own the site (the 

Steep in Need Charity and the Vil-

lage Hall Trust) have explained in 

the newsletter their wish to enlist 

the support of the village for a devel-

opment of about ten houses on the 

site, of which four would be afforda-

ble, ideally almshouses, under local 

control in perpetuity. This of course 

is based on the assumption that the 

new Local Plan will confirm the re-

classification of the land as suitable 

for development – a decision that is 

currently awaited. 

However, not everyone shares this 

vision, and here a different view is 

offered by a Church Road resident. 

Notwithstanding our wish to avoid 

involvement in controversy, we have 

on this one occasion decided, in the 

interests of openness, to publish.  

That said, this newsletter makes no 

comment on the matter itself, other 

than to undertake to keep the villag-

ers of Steep informed.  

David Dobson - Editor 

UPDATE FROM ‘SAVE OUR  

VILLAGE GREEN’ 

As many will know, the South Downs 

National Park Authority is close to 

adopting its first Local Plan covering 

the period 2014-2033. As part of 

this plan, the Government appointed 

inspector has conducted an exami-

nation into the soundness and legal-

ity of the Local Plan and is due to 

issue his report very soon.  

The inspector will make recommen-

dations regarding the whole Local 

Plan including:  

• allocation of 8-12 houses on the 

land next to the village hall in 

Steep. 

• the removal of the open space / 

village green designation for the 

land next to the village hall in 

Steep (the only designated public 

open space in the village and par-

ish) 

• the removal of the Steep settle-

ment boundary in a number of 

locations in the parish including 

The Island  

The land is currently allocated as 

‘open space (village green)’ in the 
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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Matt Bates says that we will not 

know the precise amount of hous-

ing to be provided on the site (and 

hence will not know the number of 

affordable units) until the scheme 

details are finalised through the 

development management process. 

Please also note that the Govern-

ment’s definition for affordable 

housing is up to 80% of market rate 

(see NPPF 2019 Appendix 2). 

In July 2017, Geoffrey Dale chair-

man and trustee of Steep In Need 

(the charity that owns part of the 

land which is to be developed), 

wrote in this newsletter that the 

charity’s objectives were ‘the pre-

vention and relief of poverty’ and 

that that ‘we hope to build up a cap-

ital fund, from which to make mone-

tary grants to those in need’. Given 

this, it is hard to see how the trus-

tees will not maximize their income 

from the land by selling as many 

market-value homes as is allowed.  

Following the submission by Save 

Our Village Green, South Downs has 

proposed modifying the proposal for 

the land in question and set aside 

20 per cent for public open space. 

This means that it is unlikely that 

there is sufficient space to build 11 

or 12 homes on the land.  

 It may well be then, after all the 

years of debate and anguish, that 

East Hampshire District Council lo-

cal plan. For decades, it was used 

as allotments by people living in 

Steep. A group of local residents has 

come together under the banner of 

Save Our Village Green to protect 

the land as open space for the pub-

lic.  

The development of this land has 

been controversial for years. In 

2010, it was subject to a referen-

dum which rejected houses being 

built on the land by a vote 52% to 

48%. One of the many arguments 

put forward by those who want to 

see the land developed is that it will 

provide much-needed affordable 

homes. 

Some may be surprised to learn, 

therefore, that the Local Plan re-

quires just a few affordable homes 

on the site. According to Matt Bates, 

the lead officer on the Local Plan for 

the South Downs National Park Au-

thority, the minimum number of af-

fordable houses on the site will be 

as follows.  

Houses built Minimum afford-

able houses 

8 3  

9 3  

10 4  

11 5 

12 6 
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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These Memorial windows were origi-

nally designed and engraved by 

Laurence Whistler and were dedi-

cated by R.S. Thomas in 1978 on 

the centenary of Edward Thomas‘s 

birth. 

Sadly, one night in September 2010 

vandals broke into the church by 

smashing the window on the right 

hand side. 

 A replica of the original was en-

graved by Tony Gilliam who knew 

Laurence Whistler. This new window 

was blessed and dedicated in De-

cember 2013 by the Rt. Rev. Rowan 

Williams. 

However these Memorial Windows 

remained vulnerable to potential 

criminal damage as they did not 

enjoy any solid protection from the 

outside. 

One of the first major projects of 

FOSC, the Friends of Steep Church, 

was to raise money for an enhanced 

very few affordable homes will be 

built on the land next to the village 

hall. Do we really want to give up our 

only designated open space in the 

centre of the village for market 

housing and maybe a small number 

of affordable houses? 

If you are interested to learn, more 

please see   

www.saveourvillagegreen.org or let 

your parish councillors know how 

you feel about the proposals. 

Thomas Harding 

info@saveourvillagegreen.org  

MEMORIAL WINDOWS TO  

EDWARD THOMAS 

Church of All Saints’, Steep. 

As all readers familiar with Steep 

Church will know, there are two 

small windows on the South wall of 

the Church which celebrate Edward 

Thomas.  

To the left, one can see a green road 

across hills bordered by yews and 

flowers. The poet’s jacket hangs on 

a branch with his stick beside it. 

To the right one can read his poem 

‘The New House’ situated on a 

hilltop above Steep where Edward 

and his family lived for a while. Un-

derneath there are a series of doors, 

one of which opens on a Flanders 

battlefield. 

http://www.saveourvillagegreen.org/
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protection glass to be fitted on the 

outside.  

Friends of Steep Church is a Charity 

which has been set up to conserve 

and enhance the church for future 

generations. Its formal purpose is ‘to 

assist in the restoration, preserva-

tion, maintenance, repair, improve-

ment and beautification of the Par-

ish Church of All Saints’, Steep”.  

 FOSC raised £2692.80 for this en-

hanced protection for the Edward 

Thomas Memorial Window. It is so 

well installed that it is totally invisi-

ble from inside the church. 

The next FOSC event, STEEP Open 

Gardens, is organised jointly with 

Perennial Charity (dedicated to help 

people who work in horticulture). It 

will take place on 15th and 16th 

June from 2.00 -5.00p.m. , tickets: 

£6.00 per adult, children free.   

Tickets are available at the garden 

you firs choose to visit (see map on 

page 5). 

If you are interested in supporting 

the FOSC Charity by giving an annu-

al subscription of £ 15.00

(minimum) please contact: the Sec-

retary, Friends of Steep Church, 77 

Church Road, Steep GU32 2 DF. 

Thank you. 

Marie-Marthe Gervais  

(Trustee of FOSC) 

PETERSFIELD MUSEUM 

ROADSHOW 
Sat 22nd June 11.30 onwards 

Steep Village Hall 
Petersfield Museum is now closed 

for refurbishment and redevelop-

ment of its buildings. Instead of the 

Museum being in town, staff will be 

bringing the Museum out to the 

villages in a series of ‘Roadshows’. 

We are fortunate in that the first of 

these will take place in Steep at the 

Village Hall from 11.30am on Sat-

urday 22nd June. This promises to 

be an interesting local event. 

The museum will be bringing photo-

graphs and items of local historical 

interest to residents of Steep. 

Come along and share a cup of 

coffee or tea, look around and take 

part in activities. Bring your own 

items of historical interest to show 

to the Museum staff. They would be 

particularly interested to see any 

memorabilia about Steep which you 

may have: objects, photographs, 

pictures, diaries, albums and 

more.  If you have memories of 

Steep and could share these, they 

would love to record your oral histo-

ry. This will be a day for people of 

all ages and well worth a visit. Look 

out for posters appearing at the 

beginning of June, giving more de-

tails of the Steep Roadshow. Come 

to Steep Village Hall on 22nd June 

and find out more. 
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 CHURCH NEWS 
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH 

MEETING (APCM) 

The 2019 APCM was held on Sun-

day 28 April  after Parish Commun-

ion, with a good attendance. In 

Geoffrey’s absence it was John Ow-

en who gathered us together and 

chaired a slightly later meeting. This 

year the new Electoral Roll has been 

compiled and Judy Thompson, our 

Electoral Roll Officer explained the 

process. She reminded the meeting 

that it is possible to join the Elec-

toral Roll at any time and forms are 

available in church to do so. John 

pointed out the significance of the 

Roll. The Diocese uses these when 

looking at such matters as team 

ministries and reorganisations of 

parishes so it is important that it is 

an up to date reflection of our con-

gregation. We had reports from the 

Church Warden, the Treasurer Hew 

Granlund and from Dick Hannington 

on Stroud Church. It was almost 

1pm when John closed the meeting 

with thanks from those gathered to 

John and Jane Owen, our Treasurer 

and re-elected Churchwarden Helen 

Muir Davies. 

RUSSIAN SINGING GROUP LYRA 

We were fortunate again to be en-

tertained by the Russian singers 

who make up Lyra on Tuesday 7 

May. There was some skilled acting 

too by the two male singers as they 

performed a drunken secular song. 

The concert was well attended and 

£200 was raised to help them with 

expenses. 

DEANERY SYNOD 

The Petersfield Deanery Synod met 

at Steep on 9 May.  The meeting 

heard an excellent talk  by Rev An-

drew Goy about School Chaplaincy,  

which he provides for South Downs 

College and Havant College. The 

Deanery is working towards a 

School Chaplaincy in the Petersfield 

area in due course. 

PILGRIMAGES, PILGRIM 

WALKS, SACRED SPACES 

The Joint PCC meeting at Froxfield 

Village Hall on Wednesday 16 May 

was an Open meeting looking at 

Pilgrimages, Pilgrim Walks, Sacred 

Spaces. The Diocesan Spirituality 

Advisor Dr Ruth Tuschling will lead 

the meeting and Andrew Callender 

from the Idsworth Church Friends 

Trust and Robin and Mary Chrittenden 

from Hawkley spoke. 

Baptism: We welcomed Tamsin Sa-

rah Jeckells as she was baptised at 

the TenAM service on 4 May.  
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

