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On Wednesday 9 June the new Petersfield Museum will open its doors to the gen-

eral public for the first time after a £3m facelift, which includes the creation of new 

galleries and display areas, and a new Edward Thomas Study Centre in what was a 

Victorian stable block. 

Central to this project, amongst others living outside the villages, were Steep resi-

dent Alice Shaw (Project Manager) and Stroud resident Jeremy Mitchell (Trustee  

and principal fundraiser). 

Petersfield Museum, which opened the year Alice left Bedales, purchased the ad-

joining Police Station in 2016 and received a grant from the National Lottery Herit-

age Fund (NLHF) to renovate its existing building in the Old Courthouse, and design 

and build new galleries, collections facilities, exhibition and learning spaces. 

STEEP AND STROUD – CONTRIBUTING TO THE NEW PETERSFIELD  

MUSEUM AND EDWARD THOMAS CENTRE 
Jeremy Mitchell and Alice Shaw  
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The NLHF grant accounted for half 

the cost of the renovation project 

and it was  

primarily down to Jeremy to raise 

the remaining matched funding. 

This was successful, so much so 

that enough was raised to build an 

additional gallery and a courtyard 

café – with work on the renovation 

starting in late 2018. 

Alice’s job was to engage and lead a 

design team to deliver the Muse-

um’s vision of being at the heart of 

local life and also offer a compelling 

attraction for visitors from further 

afield.  

Forming a significant part of the 

Museum’s collections is The Be-

dales Collection of Historic Dress 

donated to the museum in 2007. 

This includes over 1,000 items from 

the 18th Century to modern day and 

was built up over a 50-year period 

by the School, and particularly by 

Drama teacher Rachel Carey-Field.  

The collection mirrors 250 years of 

social and cultural change and in-

cludes rare and nationally signifi-

cant pieces. A number of garments 

have strong local provenance and 

the great majority of the collection 

formed part of Bedales’ theatre 

wardrobe. 

The museum also holds a national-

ly important collection of some 

2,500 books by and about the re-

nowned poet, writer and Steep resi-

dent, Edward Thomas (1878 – 

1917). Like so many others, and 

this is still so true today, the Thom-

as family were attracted to this ar-

ea by three things – its direct rail 

link to London, its countryside and, 

of course, Bedales which Edward’s 

wife Helen knew of before it relo-

cated from Haywards Heath in the 

early twentieth century.  

The collection is held within a new 

Edward Thomas Study Centre which 

is open, by appointment, to stu-

dents, readers, researchers and 

visitors who can explore first his 

work and then the wonderful land-

scape around us that inspired him, 

and many others, so much – and 

continues to do so. Edward Thomas 

is amongst the War Poets com-

memorated in Westminster Abbey. 

The Poet Laureate Ted Hughes con-

sidered Thomas to be, “the Father 

of us all”, and his life and work are 



3 

included in the National Curriculum. 

Thomas’ time living in Steep coin-

cides with a critical phase in his life 

when he made the transition from 

literary critic to poet.  

Amongst items on display, or availa-

ble to view, in the Edward Thomas 

Study Centre is a copy of one of his 

daughter’s Bedales exercise books 

in which he has drafted three poems. 

The Steep and Stroud connections 

with Petersfield Museum do not 

stop there – there are other im-

portant residents such as the poet 

Thomas Sturge-Moore; Muirhead 

Bone (first official war artist); Arthur 

Moray-Williams (Classics master at 

Bedales who excavated Stroud Ro-

25 YEARS AGO 
 There is no particular item to copy from the June 1996 newsletter this 

month. However, in our present time with Covid 19 regulations, it does contain a 

reminder of how we used to fill our time. There was a Young People’s Songs of 

Praise and WI Day at Marwell where Joy Clarke and Phyllis Dacam arranged 

flowers for the Carnival of Animals theme for the Bacon Cup in which they  

cleverly added cow parsley and dogwood to their arrangement. 

 The Welcome Club were booked to have a day out on the water from  

Godalming; Steep School raised £1,400 at their Summer Fair and a coffee morn-

ing at  Merries raised £213 towards an Artificial Turf Pitch for the Steep Cricket 

Club. The Southern Orchestral Concert Society were booked for July. 

 Celia Storey 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  

man Villa) and his daughter Ursula 

(Children’s author); the actor Alec 

Guinness; local historians such as 

William Whiteman and, today, Fran 

Box who have and still are contributing 

to what we know of our villages. 

There is also the industrial and  

agricultural history of the farms and 

brickworks in Stroud (much of  

Madeleine Road and The Causeway 

houses having been built of Stroud 

Bricks). 

Finally, many current residents of 

Steep and Stroud have contributed 

to the Museum’s renovation and we 

would like to record our thanks once 

again to all who have done so. 
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday 7th June in Steep Village 

Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

THE STEEP FILM SOCIETY is 

planning its return!  Current plans – 

keep an eye out on the website and 

for email for details: 

25th Jun Kind Hearts and Coronets 

(2nd Jul is a reserve in case of un-

lock delay) 

16th Jul  The Assistant 

30th Jul  Summerland 

The Trustees have decided to make 

a few changes for the initial return, 

then hopefully back to normal come 

September.  To that extent, we are 

not charging for these three films, 

BUT ALL tickets must be pre-booked 

and are for members only (free 

membership available) – strictly no 

walk ups allowed.  We are also limit-

ing numbers to 50. Why? Because 

we feel it is sensible.  We have yet 

to decide if we will serve drinks and 

ice-cream. If we decide not, then 

you are welcome to bring your own 

drink/glasses.  

Book tickets in advance - 267784 or 

steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Tuesday 8th June will be our last 

Zoom meeting (hopefully!) when we 

will have a speaker from The Hamp-

shire Wildlife Trust to tell us all 

about Bats ( the previous talk was 

postponed). Please would anyone 

interested in joining the meeting 

phone me with their email address, 

so I can forward the link? 

On 13th July an outing is planned to 

Alresford for a guided talk and walk 

with the excellent Andrew Negus, 

then in August (10th) we are looking 

forward to our first meeting in 

Stroud Village Hall - a social get to-

gether. What a joy to be able to 

meet and greet in person! 

For more details please contact  

Angela Snow on 01730 263428 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
We are hoping their first meeting 

after lockdown will be in July. 

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB UPDATE 
Last month we met with leisurely 

hot lunches in view of the unseason-

able weather - 6 at a time, outside. 

There were two gloriously sunny 

lunches, but the others have been 

 DIARY DATES 

lutions

mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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under shelter in a car port, bright-

ened with bunting and lights and 

also with some heating and rugs. 

Our members are hardy folk and 

spirits were always very positive. 

The balance between enjoying the 

food and company? A good chat 

with friends wins every time! 

Heather and I have been privileged 

to host all these meals and have 

really enjoyed more in depth talks 

and getting to know our members 

better. 

We will not meet formally as a large 

group until September and will keep 

members posted of our plans in the 

July newsletter. Our meetings will be 

at the Village Hall, as before, on the 

2nd and 4th Thursdays of every 

month, for various activities and 

talks, and of course our famous 

teas. Our new starting time will be 

2.30, which makes it easier to travel 

in the light in winter. 

The Welcome Club is what the name 

says and anyone is welcome. 

For details please contact Heather 

Maybury Tel 266855 -

  hjmaybury@aol.com or Judy 

Thompson Tel 267362   

judy.thompson@me.com 

THE SHADOW OF A DOUBT 
by Edith Wharton (1903) 

(never before staged) 

August 18th 19th 20th 21st @ 7.30 

£10 from  Alastair Langlands 

01420 511 371 

alastair.langlands@gmail.com 

Sparrow's Hanger, Selborne  

GU34 3JN also available at the door 

of the Bedales Theatre 

COPY FOR THE JULY AND AUGUST NEWSLETTER  

no later than the morning of Monday 14th June 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

lutions 

mailto:hjmaybury@aol.com
mailto:judy.thompson@me.com
mailto:alastair.langlands@gmail.com
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk


6 

 

Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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Lynette Clarke 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW PLANT 

SALE 

The Steep Flower Show team give a 

resounding thank you to all who 

donated plants and scrumptious 

cakes, and to the wonderful sup-

porters who turned up to buy plants 

on a very soggy May morning! 

Started 25 years ago, (along with 

the vibrant pink posters plastered 

along Church Rd and beyond),  the 

Plant Sale raises funds to make it 

possible to put on the annual Steep 

Flower Show which this year cele-

STEEP FLOWER SHOW  

CENTENARY  

Kate Ford - Secretary 

This is the centenary year for Steep 

Flower show!  Quite an achievement!  

To mark it we will have a display at 

the show showing items from our 

history. 

We haven’t been able to find a 

newspaper report of the first show, 

but we do have the second. Do you 

have any old newspaper reports of 

the show or any old photographs? 

May I scan them and return them 

promptly to you? We have an archive 

of schedules going back to 1977; 

does anyone have any older ones, or 

do you have 1981, the one gap in 

this run? 

Any other items will be most wel-

come.  Contact me on beech-

fold@hotmail.com or 01730 

262890 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

The newsletter generates revenue from our advertisers but does not en-

dorse their services  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

mailto:beechfold@hotmail.com
mailto:beechfold@hotmail.com
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brates its 100th Anniversary. 

Pre-Covid it was held at a single venue, 

Restalls,  and later at Little 

Hawsted, but was re-invented as a 

Plant Sale Trail last year to accom-

modate Covid regulations, so was 

held at front gates on Harrow Lane, 

Bell Hill and Church Rd. 

Cast your mind back to last May and 

you may remember the glorious 

warm dry sunny weather we were 

experiencing that made lockdown 

just a little less painful,  combined 

with the fact that there was nowhere 

else to buy plants! We had phenom-

enal support from the village and 

the plants sold out quickly, giving a 

record contribution towards the 

show and to local charities. 

This year, still being in semi lock-

down, we again held the event at 

three venues along Church Rd (60, 

73 and 104) but battled with very 

unseasonal weather.   Despite the 

damp morning , more people than 

ever ventured out to support us and 

donated even more generously than 

last year.  Your warm support has 

made a huge contribution towards 

enabling The Steep Flower Show to 

survive and thrive! 

However, most importantly, this was 

a happy, sociable occasion and for 

many of us was the first chance to 

catch up as a community (in the 

open air and suitably distanced of 

course) , with  the added bonus of a 

warming cuppa and a delicious 

home-made cake and a boxful of 

plants to take home for our gardens. 

A highlight of the morning was a 

hugely informative and entertaining 

talk by Steve Amos on various ways 

to propagate Dahlias.  We now have 

a glimpse into how to win the Dahlia 

entry at the Show! 

In celebration of the 100th  Anniver-

sary  we are holding a couple of mini 

fund raising events.   

Sunny Sunday Teas and Garden visit 

at 60, Church Rd, 2-5pm on  27 

June and 18 July     (dry weather 

dependent). 

And also a Coffee morning on the 
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY  

Sadly, due to current social re-

strictions, the Annual Parish Assem-

bly had to be held on-line this year 

and we missed the opportunity to 

meet and socialise with residents 

over refreshments.   However, a 

small number of residents joined us 

on-line and the meeting was in-

formative and interesting - focusing 

on plans to restore Lutcombe Pond 

to its previous natural beauty and 

the on-going work to keep our popu-

lar and well-used footpath network 

well-maintained.  There were also 

reports by the Chairman, the County 

Councillor, and the District Council-

lor, reviewing the work of the Coun-

cils over the year, as well as an 

overview of the accounts for the 

year.   More details will be made 

available via the Minutes in due 

course.   

THE AGM  

The AGM followed immediately after 

the Annual Parish Assembly 

Resignation of 2 Parish Councillors - 

Very sadly, we received the resigna-

tion of 2 Parish Councillors – Peter 

Cruttenden and Kate Ashfield.  They 

will both be hugely missed – their 

input and support have been incred-

ible and very much valued, and they 

will be hard acts to follow.   

The notice of the vacancies is being 

lawn at Restalls on Sunday 1 Au-

gust, 10.30-12.30 with a Talk at 

midday related to the Flower Show.    

Finally – an appeal!  The Plant Sale 

and Flower Show are made possible 

by a small hard working committee 

and a handful of great volunteers 

working away in the background. 

Sadly, four of the committee, having 

dedicated at least 15 – 20 years, 

are stepping down.  We urgently 

need new committee members, 

especially anyone with excellent IT 

skills.  Please also step forward to 

volunteer for just a few hours a year 

to make the two main annual 

events happen – to serve teas,  do 

washing up, shift furniture, welcome 

visitors, enter data etc.  PLEASE  

consider what you can do to help 

make  the 100th  Steep Flower 

Show  run as smoothly as it has 

done for a century and make it even 

more spectacular, so we can look 

forward to helping it along to the 

next 100 years!  Contact Chairman 

Judy Thompson on ju-

dy.thompson@me.com 

Steep Flower Show 2021 :    Satur-

day 28 August   - Please enter your 

flowers, veg, photos, craft,  artwork, 

cakes, jams, limericks etc  and join 

us on the day!  Look out for the 

schedule included with this month’s 

newsletter!  
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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advertised on-line and on parish 

noticeboards and we hope to be 

able to co-opt two new Parish Coun-

cillors as soon as possible.  If you 

are a community minded person 

with relevant skills and time to 

spare and would be interested in 

finding out more about the role, 

please contact Jenny –  

jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk. 

FORMALITIES – The normal formali-

ties took place with the election of 

the Chair, new Vice Chair, and as-

signment of responsibilities – de-

tails shown separately – as well as 

the formal approval of the accounts, 

including the Internal Auditor’s Re-

port, the Governance Statement and 

Accounting Statement. 

NEW LENGTHSMAN for Steep Cluster 

– Steep has a new Lengthsman – 

Tom Hartley has been appointed to 

work across the local cluster of 7 

parishes.  Tom is a local person with 

masses of relevant experience and 

knowledge.  We look forward to 

working with him and to seeing him 

out and about across the parish, 

helping to maintain our open spac-

es, lanes, and footpaths. 

S.106 MONIES – Steep Parish Coun-

cil was delighted to learn that they 

have been successful in their bid for 

S.106 monies towards essential 

tree works on Steep Common 

caused by Ash die-back.   As you 

may recall, the most urgent work 

has already been carried out (on 

trees close to the School boundary, 

Church Road, and the footpath).  

Phase 2 of the work will now be car-

ried out asap – after bird nesting 

season of course! 

SPEEDWATCH – Many of you will 

have noticed that Speedwatch is 

back.  The team have resumed their 

ad hoc monitoring of the speed of 

traffic through the village and it is 

already having an impact.  As with 

all these voluntary roles though, 

they could do with some more volun-

teers.  As well as being very worth-

while, it is a great way to meet new 

people from the village and just one 

hour every two weeks makes a big 

difference – contact the Speed-

watch Co-ordinator, Mike Robinson 

on 269125, for more information. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Steep 

Parish Council is returning to face-to

-face meetings from June - these will 

be held in the main room at Steep 

Village Hall on the first Monday of 

each month at 7.30 p.m. as previ-

ously (except for Bank Holidays).  

The Planning Committee will meet 

beforehand at 7.00 p.m. when there is 

planning to be discussed.  As always, 

the agendas for the meetings can be 

found on-line at www.steep-pc.gov.uk  

and on the parish noticeboards 3 

working days before the meeting.  

mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
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SDNPA WEBINAR – DARK SKIES  

by Cllr. Freddie Holmes 

On 21 April I attended the SDNP’'s 

Dark Skies Webinar, the parks first 

parish webinar. There were informa-

tive presentations from Andrew Lee, 

Director of Countryside Policy on the 

broad implications of the SDNP’s 

Dark Skies policy; Hannah Collier, 

Senior Planning Officer on the policy 

implications for planning; Dan Oak-

ley, lead officer for Dark Skies, on 

SDNP guidance for external and 

internal lighting; Cath Beer, lead 

officer for tourism on help for busi-

STRUCTURE OF STEEP PARISH COUNCIL – MAY 2021 

Chair   Jim MacDonald 

Vice-Chair  Jenny Martin  

COMMITTEES: 

Planning - Nick Hurst (Chair) – Jeff Graham, Jim MacDonald, and Jonathan 

Turk – meets monthly (normally half an hour before PC meetings) 

Finance -  Terry Cook, Jim MacDonald, Jonathan Turk – meets when  

necessary, re. budget/precept etc 

GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Steep Common   

Terry Cook, Jeff Graham and Jim MacDonald 

Footpaths - Jenny Martin 

Ashford Hangers - Terry Cook 

War Memorial - Freddie Holmes 

Village Hall Management Committee - Jeff Graham, Terry Cook and Jenny 

Martin 

I.T. - Nick Hurst 

Roads & Traffic - Jonathan Turk 

Lengthsman - Terry Cook 

Communications/Social Media -  Freddie Holmes   

nesses in the park, and Doug Jones, 

on what Buriton have been doing to 

engage people with the dark skies.  

I have summarised the main points 

in a short piece elsewhere in the 

newsletter. The webinar is still avail-

able to watch using this 

link: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=xyqNVQnHTSA. Further 

webinars are planned on nature 

recovery, health and inclusion, the 

rural economy and climate change. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyqNVQnHTSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyqNVQnHTSA
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077919 62327 

The museum is 
closed until  

later this year for  
our £3.7m  

Pathways  
into the Past  

expansion and 
refurbishment 

project. 
Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 
about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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STEEP AND THE SDNP DARK 

SKIES POLICY 

Darkness is one of our most pre-

cious assets in the National Park, 

and one at the most danger of being 

lost. People benefit hugely from a 

clear change from day to night time 

– the dark is good for our mental 

and physical health - and for wildlife 

some hours of complete darkness 

are vital. You only need to go up to 

Ashford Hangars on a dark evening 

to get an astonishing sense of the 

vastness of the starry skies above us.  

The SDNP became an International 

Dark Skies Reserve in 2016. Pre-

serving our dark skies is a priority in 

the Parks new management plan 

and a new policy on lighting is short-

ly to be published, which has im-

portant implications for those of us 

who live in Steep. We are in what is 

known as a ‘intrinsic zone of dark-

ness (Ea1)’ and we need to use right 

light in the right place to reduce light 

pollution and keep the stars visible.   

For domestic users, this is easy to 

achieve by following some simple 

guidelines.  

• Use low, warm lights. Domestic 

lighting should be 500 lumens 

and 3000K or less. 

• Point lights downwards. Exterior 

lights should be placed as low as 

possible, be shielded (so light 

doesn’t spill upwards) and point 

downwards.  They should be on 

proximity (PIR) sensors. 

• Low transmittance or tinted 

glass, black out blinds and cur-

tains all help reduce light spill 

from interiors, especially from 

large or ceiling windows. 

All planning applications with ex-

ternal lighting now need to include 

a lighting assessment and permis-

sion can be refused if a proposal 

has an adverse impact on the dark 

landscape. For more information 

see the SDNP local plan policy 

SD8 or contact Hannah.   

collier@southdowns.gov.uk 

There also is new help for local B&B 

and holiday lets, with a business 

toolkit and a Dark Skies Discovery 

map to encourage visitors outside 

the normal peak season. Both are 

available from enter-

prise@southdowns.gov.uk. 

The SDNP Dark Skies team are enor-

mously helpful and are able to ad-

vise individuals on lighting schemes. 

Contact Dan Oakley at  

Dan.Oakley@southdowns.gov.uk  

The best thing we can all do is think 

carefully about what light pollution 

we ourselves are causing and how 

we can reduce it. Draw your curtains 

at night, and if a light isn’t needed, 

turn it off! 

 

 

mailto:Dan.Oakley@southdowns.gov.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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STEEP VILLAGE HALL – UP-DATE 

Jim MacDonald 

VILLAGE HALL LAND CONSULTATION 

Whether by letter, email, video or in 

person at the coffee cart sessions, it 

has been great to meet and speak 

with so many of you over the last 

month about the future of the village 

hall land.  It is always good to hear 

your views and to know how much 

you care about your village.  It is 

important that the trustees continue 

to hear your voices. 

You have raised many important 

points: biodiversity, practicalities of 

moving the green space, the peace 

and quiet, the safety of an access 

road cutting between the village hall 

and the open space, Alma’s coffee 

cart and the effect a deal with the 

developer would have on the devel-

opment in the Steep in Need field.   

We have extended the consultation 

deadline by a week because we 

know that some people did not re-

ceive their leaflet by the 1st May.  

Can I urge those who have not yet 

completed the online consultation 

questionnaire to do so before close 

on Friday 4th June.  The question-

naire can be accessed directly from 

the website https://

steepvillagehall.org.uk/ or you can 

ring Jenny Hollington (9-5 pm) on 

01730 267784 and get a paper 

copy.  Paper copies can be returned 

via the letter box at the Village Hall. 

 

RE-OPENING THE VILLAGE HALL  

In line with Government guidelines, 

the Village Hall has re-opened for 

regular fitness classes and one-to-

one guitar lessons. It is good to see 

the hall in use once again! 

A new clothing bank at the Village 

Hall will raise money for Steep 

School 

The Trustees of Steep Memorial 

Village Club have agreed to host a 

‘Cash 4 Clothes’ textile recycling 

bank in the Village Hall carpark to 

raise money for Steep Primary 

School.  This fits with the Charity’s 

objectives “a Club and place of 

physical and mental recreation and 

for educational purposes”. 

The new clothing bank will be arriv-

ing in June and will initially be in 

the car park for a 6-month trial peri-

od.  The bin will be located discreet-

ly at the bottom of the car park and 

will be monitored by the School PTA.  

Please bag and bring along any 

clean and undamaged clothes, 

paired shoes, handbags, accesso-

ries, bed sheets, pillowcases, duvet 

covers, towels and soft toys.  The 

textiles collected are weighed before 

being sent to poorer communities 

across Eastern Europe, Africa and 

 

https://steepvillagehall.org.uk/
https://steepvillagehall.org.uk/
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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Asia or recycled into industrial 

cleaning wipes and insulation ma-

terials, so nothing goes to landfill.  

Friends of Steep School will receive 

a payment based on the weight of 

textiles collected, and the School 

will use the money to fund the re-

pair and improvement of some of 

the school’s outdoor areas.  

We hope residents will agree that 

the clothing bank is a useful addi-

tion to the village facilities. 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL 
Joanne Sweet 

I am hoping you got a chance to 

have a sneaky peek around the hall 

when you dropped in to vote at the 

polling station. 

Our first classes went ahead on 

Monday morning and things are get-

ting busy with more classes begin-

ning over the next few weeks.  We 

have Meditation and QiGong on 

Monday mornings with Yoga, Pilates, 

Circuit Training and over 50s fitness 

classes, all starting in June.  For a 

full list of classes, dates and times 

check out our website 

www.stroudvillagehall.org. 

From Wednesday 18th May we have 

had Findlay’s Fish & Chip van visit-

ing the hall on a fortnightly  

basis from 4.30pm - 5.45pm so you 

can enjoy delicious fish and chips on 

your door step. 

We have our fingers crossed that we 

are allowed to have parties at the 

hall from 21st June and thank you 

to all those who have already 

booked to celebrate their special 

event with us. 

Looking forward to meeting some of 

you at our Open Day on Saturday 

3rd July. 

If you would like more information or 

to book the hall please contact me 

joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org. 

 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

Tom North 

Stroud Parish Councillor  

At the recent AGM of Stroud Parish 

Council the Councillors’ responsibili-

ties for the coming year were allo-

cated as follows: - 

 Cllr David McKinney – Chairman 

and Village Hall representative 

Cllr Carl Foulston – Vice Chairman, 

Planning, South Downs National 

Park representative, Speedwatch 

http://www.stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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and Highways 

Cllr Oliver Howe – Recreation 

Ground, Village Hall representative 

and South Downs National Park rep-

resentative 

Cllr Rachel Butlin – Tree Warden 

Cllr Tom North – Footpaths, Commu-

nications, Social Media and Commu-

nity Information box 

Cllr Michelle Snow – Bus shelters, 

Parish Lengthsman representative 

and representative to the John 

Goodyer charity 

 If you have any queries regarding 

any of the above roles please con-

tact the Clerk, Liz Foulston, 

at clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk’ 

The dates for the meetings for the 

coming year were also confirmed. All 

will take place in Stroud Village 

Hall.  

Tuesday the 27th of July 2021 at 

7.30pm         

Tuesday the 28th of September 

2021 at 7.30pm  

Tuesday the 23rd of November 

2021 at 7.30pm 

Tuesday the 25th of January 2022 

at 7.30pm 

Tuesday the 22nd of March 2022 at 

7.30pm     

 The Councillors would like to invite 

any resident who would like to infor-

mally discuss anything council relat-

ed to come along before any of the 

meetings above.  Some of the Coun-

cillors will always be there between 

6:30pm-7:15pm to welcome you.  

Speed Watch has restarted on the 

A272 and will be looking to add 

some school drop off/collection ses-

sions. We are also keen to start 

some Speed Watch on Ramsdean 

Road. Please let Carl know if you 

able to volunteer to support in this 

new location.  Carl.Foulston@stroud-

pc.gov.uk 

You may have noticed the felling of 

the Ash trees on Rothercombe Lane. 

This was as a result of Ash dieback. 

They will be replaced with native 

broadleaf trees in the autumn.  

 

STROUD REVELS 2021 

Jeremy Mitchell 

Assuming the Government’s 

Roadmap out of Covid runs smooth-

ly, this year’s Stroud Revels will take 

place at Rothercombe Farm on Sat-

urday 31 July from 3 pm. 

There will be the usual mix of fun 

and frivolity, with Charlie’s Bar and 

various food suppliers attending 

with other live music and entertain-

ment, plus a little bit of ‘competition’ 

– so something for all. 

mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk


22 

Further details, including ticket pric-

es and how to buy them, will be an-

nounced in next month’s newsletter 

and also on the Stroud Village Hall 

website – www.stroudvillagehall.org. 

So, please Save the Date and we 

look forward to seeing you at Roth-

ercombe Farm at the end of July. 

 

TRUSTEE VACANCIES AT 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL AND 

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

(SVHARA) 

SVHARA is the registered charity 

that runs the new Stroud Village Hall 

and now that the setting up of both 

the Charity and the new Village Hall 

are complete, the existing Trustees 

are keen to welcome new Trustees 

to the organisation. 

This is partly for future succession 

planning, partly to bring fresh faces 

to the Board and, particularly, re-

cruit one or two Trustees specifically 

to take on the Treasurer role and to 

be involved in the day to day man-

agement of the Hall. 

There is a time commitment of 

around 2 – 4 hours per month, may-

be more if one wishes to be more 

involved in the day-to-day manage-

ment in support of our Hall Manag-

er, Jo Sweet. This includes the 

monthly Trustee Meeting which 

takes place on the first Tuesday of 

each month and runs for around an 

hour, sometimes a bit longer, some-

times shorter. 

If you would like to know more about 

what you might be taking on by be-

coming a Trustee please do not hes-

itate to contact me, Jeremy, by email 

to Jere-

my.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org or 

on my mobile, 07920 193025. 

NIGHTJARS 
 by Mary Shotter 

Secretive and mysterious, nightjars 

are never easy to observe. Unless it 

is a clear, calm warm evening there 

is little chance of success but there 

are places locally where on a June 

evening at twilight you can seek 

them out. Lowland heath is the fa-

voured habitat for this summer visi-

tor, and we are fortunate here to be 

surrounded by areas such as Sted-

ham and Iping Commons near Mid-

hurst and Farnham Heath and 

Thursley to the north.  

The nightjar’s call is unlike any other 

bird – a continuous ‘churring’ that 

http://www.stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:Jeremy.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:Jeremy.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org
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rises and falls– a cross between a 

cat’s purr, a sewing machine and a 

distant motorbike. You may have to 

be content with just hearing the 

song but if you are lucky you may 

see the birds twisting and turning in 

flight against the evening sky, ac-

companied by  

loud ‘wing click-

ing’ from the 

male, all part of 

the display to 

attract a mate. 

As the male flies, 

he also raises 

both wings, glid-

ing to display the 

bright white 

patches on the tips. (It is said that to 

get a nightjar to fly close to you 

wave a white tissue in each hand 

above your head –I have tried it, and 

yes, you will feel ridiculous, but it is 

dark, nobody is looking, and it does 

seem to work!)  

Nightjars feed on the wing, catching 

moths and other flying insects and 

are well adapted to do so efficiently. 

Their mouth opens much wider than 

the beak itself and each side is cov-

ered with a wide fringe of bristles to 

increase the size over which it can 

‘trawl’. One downside of this is that 

the bird gets showered in the tiny 

scales from moth wings when they 

are caught. To stop this impairing 

flight, nightjars have a special comb 

like structure on the middle toe of 

each foot to aid preening. 

The Scientific name for the nightjar is 

Caprimulgus which literally translates 

as ‘goatsucker’. Folklore, back to the 

time of Aristotle links the bird with 

taking milk 

from goats 

and other 

farm animals, 

which has no 

grounds at all, 

but is proba-

bly due to its 

large mouth 

and habit of 

flying round 

livestock (to catch the associated 

insects). 

During the day nightjars rest on the 

ground; the brown, cream and grey 

plumage completely camouflaging it 

against bracken and dry leaves. The 

nest is also on the ground and there 

are normally two broods, of two 

chicks a year. Having arrived in late 

May, they will leave again for Africa in 

August or September, but before they 

go it is well worth spending a sum-

mers evening in the company of this 

unique bird.   
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we could enjoy meeting each other 

in the sunshine. 

The ministry team were there in 

force on 9th May with John taking 

the service and Susie leading the 

prayers. Our regular choir were 

there too, spaced apart as they 

sang the familiar Easter hymns. 

Some of us hum along, though 

quietly. John preached about how 

urban our daily lives are now, whilst 

for most of the hundreds of years of 

our church its worshippers would 

have worked on the land.  We gave 

thanks for our well- tended fields full 

of gambolling lambs. 

At High Cross on 16th May at the 

11am Parish Communion service 

John reminded us of the colours of 

the church year and we would soon 

enter the green of Trinity. The 

patronal festival of Privett will be 

celebrated on Trinity Sunday on 

30th May. 

ROGATION SUNDAY 

At 1pm in Privett churchyard on the 

9th John led prayers and readings 

to mark Rogation Sunday, an 

ancient festival when we ask for our 

crops to be blessed. Those gathered 

then beat the bounds of the 

churchyard with thin branches and 

CHURCH SERVICES 

We are gradually establishing the 

normal rhythm of services 

throughout the Benefice. We are 

now inside our churches, although 

still keeping to the regulations that 

are almost a habit they have 

become so familiar. There are also 

pre-recorded services on our website 

so many thanks to the ministry team 

for still giving us a choice of how we 

worship. 

May started with an early 

communion service at Steep 

followed by the TenAM. This was led 

by Naomi Anson although John had 

sent prayers to be read by another 

member of the congregation. Laity 

involvement in ministry is going to 

feature more in our services in the 

future. Caroline Hilton, our reader 

was attending and told us of the 

Deanery wide Pentecost Praise to be 

held on 23rd at St Mary’s, Liss. 

During the service we thought about 

what the coming of God’s Kingdom 

means to us. David Anson and the 

children helped to construct a 

banner representing our thoughts, 

which will be displayed in St Mary’s 

during the afternoon service. Jane 

kindly provided coffee and brownies 

afterwards on the church path and 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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we finished with a picnic. We were 

only able to walk comfortably round 

the churchyard due to the efforts of 

Ian Hughes and his team at clearing 

all the undergrowth behind the 

church. It is now possible to enjoy 

the view across the fields to the 

north. 

CHANGE IS COMING 

The Deanery Synod continues to 

meet to draw up plans for the best 

use of resources, people, places 

and talents. Steep is fortunate to 

have many people working behind 

the scenes and it is hoped this can 

be extended across parish 

boundaries. There will be increasing 

opportunities for all of us to 

contribute to the work of the Church. 

Finally, Richard and Janet Smith, 

who have contributed so much to 

the church and parish over the last 

forty years, are moving to Midhurst 

at the end of June. We thank them 

for all they have done here and wish 

them well in the future. 

Amanda Greenlee 

 

FROM THE REGISTER 

WEDDING 

15th May  

 William Kane to Jeanne Tilos 

          

 POEM OF THE SEASON 

I love to see the summer beaming 

forth 

And white wool sack clouds sailing 

to the north 

I love to see the wild flowers come 

again 

And mare blobs stain with gold 

the meadow drain 

And water lilies whiten on the 

floods 

Where reed clumps rustle like a 

wind shook wood 

Where from her hiding place the 

Moor Hen pushes 

And seeks her flag nest floating in 

bull rushes 

I like the willow leaning half way 

o’er 

The clear deep lake to stand upon 

its shore 

I love the hay grass when the flow-

er head swings 

To summer winds and insects 

happy wings 

That sport about the meadow the 

bright day 

And see bright beetles in the clear 

lake play 

  John Clare 
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

   Lilac in the churchyard 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens:    

    Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  bubbles@silksfamily.com    

    Jonathan Selby 023925 93062  selby345@btinternet.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm for half an hour 

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
mailto:selby345@btinternet.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

