
  

It is hard to believe that the Tin Hut’, 

as the old village hall in Stroud was 

known, was finally condemned and 

demolished in 2010 – in this photo-

graph from 2000 it was already 

looking ‘tired’. 

Nearly twenty years later, almost ten 

years after demolition and several 

attempts by villagers to build a new 

one, planning permission was finally 

granted late in 2018 to Cala Homes 

for a residential development along 

Ramsdean Road in Stroud, with one 

of the conditions being that they 

build a new village hall. 

It will look quite different to the Tin 

A REPLACEMENT FOR THE TIN HUT - NEW VILLAGE HALL  

BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE 

STEEP AND STROUD NEWSLETTER 

NO 569                                    MARCH 2019 

Hut, but perhaps not out of keeping 

with the local design landscape: 

However, before talking about the 

new, let us remind ourselves about 

the rich history of the ‘old’ and the 

important part it played in village 

life.  

The original Stroud Village Hall was 

erected in 1923 as a memorial to 

those who had served in the 1st 

World War and was called ‘The Insti-

tute’. It provided a place of enter-

tainment for villagers – there was 

little in the way of regular transport 

into Petersfield at this time. Whist 

drives, dances, boxing and other 
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activities were held there. I believe 

there was even a football pitch in 

the field alongside. 

Shortly after the outbreak of war, 

the hall was commandeered by an 

Ack-Ack Battery and later, was used 

as an Italian P.O.W. camp until 

1946, with the hall being the Of-

ficer’s Mess.  

When the hall was released, a local 

committee was formed to refurbish 

it and to hold events, which they did 

until 1951 when the committee 

decided that it could no longer man-

age the hall.  

The newly formed Stroud W.I. took 

over the running and raised over 

£200 in the first year for a new roof. 

New curtains were made, and elec-

tric heating installed.  

Gradually the scope of the Village 

Hall committee, as they were now 

known, widened and for many years 

it was the home to the W.I., a play-

group, table tennis club and a popu-

lar venue for children’s parties. Vari-

ous activities from band practice to 

dog training took place there and 

from the early 90’s it was the meet-

ing venue for the Parish Council and 

focus for SARA’s village events – 

including the very well attended ‘Tin 

Hut’ Festivals in the late 2000’s. As 

we know, it was then demolished in 

2010.  

What may be forgotten, however, is 

that the Parish Council and the vil-

lage have been working together 

since 2001 to provide a new village 

hall, although early attempts were 

not successful. 

In April 2018, after several rounds 

of discussion and negotiation, Cala 

Homes applied to the South Downs 

National Park Authority (SDNPA) for 

30 dwellings (12 affordable or 40% 

of total) and a village hall, in Rams-

dean Road, Stroud. The Parish 

Council supported this application 

which was heard and passed by the 

SDNPA in August 2018. 

The Village Hall Trustees are work-

ing closely with Cala Homes to en-

sure the new village hall is fit for 

purpose and usable from the day 

the hall is handed over.  The village 

hall will be built and finished after 

the completion of House 27 on the 

new development.  Depending on 

weather conditions and other mar-

ket influences it is hoped this will 

be in June 2020 or 18 months from 

the start of the ground works.   

The Trustees are keen to have a 

large hall to seat a maximum of 

100 people and a small meeting 

room for 8 to 10 people.  The plans 

of the external structure of the hall 

are the same as that submitted to 

and given planning permission for 

by SDNPA.  
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The Trustees are working in line 

with Project Management principles 

and currently have 95 actions they 

are working to for various areas 

within the hall, and policies and 

procedures for the management, 

running and use of it. 

Finally, it is important to note 

that East Hampshire District 

Council actively encourages 

residents of East Hamp-

shire to join the Housing reg-

ister if they wish to be consid-

ered for affordable housing 

on this site.  Acceptance onto 

the register is dependent on qualifi-

cation criteria.  Further information 

can be found at: 

 https://www.easthants.gov.uk/

hampshire-home-choice 

Jeremy Mitchell 

25 YEARS AGO 
FEBRUARY 15TH/16TH SNOW IN STEEP What a joy to 

walk up to the Common and to find the whole of 

Steep School out there in the snow; they were  

divided into mixed age groups and were all asked 

to make a snowman! National Curricular Technology 

came into play and the results were just wonder-

ful - capped by shining eyes and rosy cheeks! One 

little girl had never seen snow before. This is 

how village schools should be, and we are very 

lucky to have staff there who realise the  

importance of theses simple pleasures. 

Kay Bennett 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

https://www.easthants.gov.uk/hampshire-home-choice
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/hampshire-home-choice
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 4
th

 March in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

BEDALES 
Wednesday 6 March - Bedales 

Dance Performs 

Tuesday 12 March - Green Ribbon 

History Lecture 

Wed 13th March Spring Concert 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Friday, 15th March - First Man 

Drama/Biography/History. Starring 

Ryan Gosling and Claire Foy 

A look at the life of the astronaut, 

Neil Armstrong, and the legendary 

space mission that led him to be-

come the first man to walk on the 

Moon on July 20, 1969. 

Tickets available on the door. Door 

opens at 7.30pm, film at 8.00pm, 

bar and ice-cream! 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 12th March  

Contact Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
12th March – Demonstrating plant-

ing of Spring/Summer containers by 

Anita Wade 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 14th March.        Dunhurst 

Students Entertain.  Steep Village 

Hall at 3.30pm 

Thursday 28th March.     Bring an 

object with special memories for 

you.  Steep Village Hall at 3.30pm. 

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
21 March - Women Workers in Ports-

mouth Dockyard, WW1 (Colin Lay) 

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

 DIARY DATES 
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THE EDWARD THOM-
AS FELLOWSHIP 
THE EDWARD THOMAS  
BIRTHDAY WALK  

SUNDAY 3RD  MARCH 2019 

Edward Thomas lived in the village of 
Steep prior to the Great War, and 
wrote many of his best known poems 
whilst in the area (e.g. Adlestrop and 
Old Man). He was killed in the Battle 
of Arras in April 1917. The Fellowship 
stage a commemorative walk on the 
Sunday nearest to his birthday and 
non-members are most welcome to 
join us. 
*  Walks (10:30 am and 2:15 pm, 

starting at Bedales) around Steep 
and the Shoulder of Mutton Hill, 
with poetry readings  

*   Packed lunch in village hall (bring 
your own) and short film 

*   Bookstall selling Edward Thomas 
related items 

*   AGM and tea in Steep Church 

Free car parking available in Bedales 
School 

For further information please see the 
website: www.edward-thomas-
fellowship.org.uk  

COPY FOR THE APRIL NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 13 March 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES 

REMINDER: If you haven’t  

already done so, please would 

you return your CHILDREN’S  

SOCIETY BOX to Tamsin Strowger 

(who has recently taken over Box 

Collection from Pam Morgan) as 

the annual contribution is due to 

be sent to the Society at the end 

of March. 

if you are a regular churchgoer, 

then I’m keen to do the collecting 

and reissuing of boxes at Steep 

Church after the service on 24th 

March. 

Please contact me at  

tamsinstrowger@btinternet.com  

or bring your box with you to the 

10.30 bi-monthly service at 

Steep.  Many thanks. 

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:tamsinstrowger@btinternet.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 
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 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

I’m writing in February, when Steep 

Flower Show seems in the distant 

future, but it’s not too early to begin 

making plans.  As usual some of the 

classes have changed. In the novelty 

section we have deleted “black flow-

er” and are asking for a bi-coloured 

flower (plenty of examples come up 

if you google):  In the pot plants sec-

tion we have in the past alternated 

between begonia and pelargonium; 

this year we have decided to retain 

both, and drop the class for orchids.  

A new class is for “Flowering plants, 

growing in a pot (any size), which we 

hope will give us a colourful display 

outside the entrance to the tent.   

The new cookery classes are coffee 

and walnut cake, lemon meringue 

pie and olive bread, and for men 

only, by special request, Battenberg 

cake.  In Photography the subjects 

are:  “Patterns,” “Young,”  “A Local 

Event,” and for children: “Pets.” 

The children are asked to make a 

mask and a home-made bird-feeder, 

while the ever-popular miniature 

garden is to be in a seed tray rather 

than on a plate. The children are 

asked to make fruit muffins, while 

the older children (age 12 to 16) are 

asked for a jam-filled Victoria sand-

wich.  The other traditional chil-

dren’s classes remain. 

We look forward to seeing you all on 

show day, Saturday 25th August, 

and before that at the annual plant 

sale, which will be on Saturday 11th 

May.  Full details to follow. 

Kate Ford 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk


9 

NEW “RECREATION AND COMMU-

NITY HERITAGE FUND” LAUNCHED 

A new Recreation and Heritage 

Community Fund of over £500,000 

is being set up by Hampshire County 

Council to simplify the grant applica-

tion process and open it up to a wid-

er range of organisations. 

The Recreation and Heritage Com-

munity Fund will make awards of up 

to £100,000 and support projects 

which provide community benefit 

and/or help organisations become 

self-supporting, thus reducing reli-

ance on public sector funding in the 

long term. In addition, small one-off 

grants from £1,000-£3,000 will also 

be awarded to help pump prime 

community events and activities. 

The Fund will replace four existing 

grant schemes so that local commu-

nity organisations and projects will 

only need to apply to one funding 

scheme. The funds being replaced 

and amalgamated in this new fund 

are as follows: 

• Recreation and Heritage Invest-

ment Fund 

• Community Investment Fund 

• Activity Grants 

• Community Building – Capital 

Fund 

DRAFT STRATEGY FOR THE 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF 

HAMPSHIRE 2019-2024 

A consultation has been launched 

on the next five-year plan for improv-

ing Health and Wellbeing in Hamp-

shire. The Health and Wellbeing 

Board are keen to hear the views of 

Councillors, staff, partners and oth-

er interested organisations and indi-

viduals to help improve the final 

Strategy.  They would be grateful for 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT TO STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

4 FEBRUARY 2019 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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• Work more collaboratively across 

organisations and disciplines to 

improve outcomes and services, 

including integrated or aligned 

approaches where appropriate. 

You can view an electronic version of 

the draft Strategy here https://

www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/

haveyoursay/consultations/

healthandwellbeing and there is also 

a link to a short survey to enable 

people to send in feedback.  You can 

also email comments to hampshire-

hwb@hants.gov.uk  

SOUTH DOWNS PHOTO COMPETI-

TION – RESULTS ANNOUNCED 

Every year the South Downs National 

Park Authority runs a photo competi-

tion. The standard is generally very 

high with many residents submitting 

entries. The competition is a great 

way to showcase the extraordinary 

beauty of the National Park and to 

create a feeling of unity across the 

Park.  

The results for the 2018/19 compe-

tition have just been announced. 

The winner this year was Lorraine 

Heaysman from Worthing for her 

picture ‘Autumn Gold’ – taken from 

the hills above Upwaltham. Early 

morning light casts shadows across 

an ethereal autumn mist, witnessed 

only by rolling hills and one small 

bird in Lorraine’s winning image.  

responses by Friday 22 February. 

An analysis of feedback on this draft 

will be compiled and discussed at 

the next Health and Wellbeing Board 

meeting on 14 March, where they 

will sign off a final Strategy docu-

ment.  Once this high level Strategy 

has been agreed, a more detailed 

Business Plan will be created, set-

ting out the Board’s top priorities for 

action in 2019/20 based on the 

new Strategy.  

The draft priorities in the plan are as 

follows: 

• Improve mental health and emo-

tional resilience for children and 

young people. This will prioritise 

prevention and earlier intervention 

to improve mental health and re-

duce pressure on Child and Ado-

lescent Mental Health Services 

(CAMHS). There will be a particular 

focus on vulnerable groups, in-

cluding Adverse Childhood Events, 

the mental health of parents in-

cluding perinatal mental health, 

and emotional resilience in educa-

tional settings. 

• Improve physical health in children 

and young people through preven-

tion and early intervention. This 

will prioritise healthy weights, 

physical activity and reducing 

smoking in pregnancy. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/healthandwellbeing
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/healthandwellbeing
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/healthandwellbeing
https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/healthandwellbeing
mailto:hampshirehwb@hants.gov.uk
mailto:hampshirehwb@hants.gov.uk
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Lorraine wins £250.  

Here is Lorainne’s winning photo: 

The result has also been announced for the South Downs “People’s Choice” 

Photo Competition, voted for on Facebook. The winner is Zoltan Kecskes, 

with his image 

‘Coastguard Cot-

tages at Sunrise’. 

This photo was 

taken at Cuck-

mere Haven in 

Seaford and looks 

out to the Seven 

Sisters cliffs. 

I hope many of 

you will consider 

submitting your own entries for this year’s competition. 

RUSSELL OPPENHEIMER 

County Councillor for Petersfield Hangers 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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STROUD SPEED WATCH UPDATE 

The group had their first meeting in 

November 2018 to discuss initial 

results. To date 6 sessions have 

been carried out. 2490 passing ve-

hicles have been checked and 136 

speeding violations (with a speed 

over 35mph) have been reported. 

The highest speed recorded was 

46mph.Currently we are operating 

in 2 locations in Stroud and are ar-

ranging a meeting with our local 

PCSO to look at more. For us to be 

more effective, the frequency and 

timings of sessions need to be in-

creased so we would like to ask for 

your help. If you can spare a couple 

of hours a month, are concerned 

about speeding traffic through the 

village and would like to get involved 

please email carlfoulston@aol.com. 

We are a friendly bunch and it is a 

great way to meet new people.  

RAMSDEAN ROAD DEVELOPMENT 

– UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 

Due to the recent poor weather con-

ditions there hasn't been a great 

deal of production this last month. 

Plots 1,2,3,4 and the village hall 

foundations are now in and founda-

tion block work complete,  

All piling works now complete and 

steel work for these plots commenc-

ing mid-February. 

All service mains in so road con-

struction can now carry on, 

Tarmac drives to plots 9-12 now in, 

ready for scaffolding and bricklay-

ing. 

Footlift scaffolding in on plot 12 

ready for bricklaying when weather 

is suitable. 

Main compound and tarmac carpark 

progressing well with offices due to 

be delivered week commencing 

11/02/19. 

Further updates, as they become 

available, will be either in the news-

letter or on the Stroud Village web-

site - https://stroudvillage.co.uk/  

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The date of the next full meeting of 

the Parish Council is Tuesday 5th 

March 2019 at 7.30pm, in Langrish 

School Hall. All are welcome. To 

view the agenda and / or read 

minutes of previous meetings 

please visit the Parish Council’s 

website - http://www.stroud-

pc.gov.uk/ 

STROUD AREA RESIDENTS ASSO-

CIATION – AGM AND QUIZ NIGHT 

The annual quiz night and AGM took 

place on Friday 25th January and 

STROUD NEWS FOR MARCH 2019 NEWSLETTER 

https://stroudvillage.co.uk/
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk/
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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was attended by over 60 people 

who were entertained first by the 

SARA AGM and then the quiz.  

There were seven teams in the quiz, 

which was conducted over six 

rounds with a geography round dur-

ing the Fish and Chip supper break. 

This was one of the most closely 

contested quizzes there have been 

in recent years, with 3.5 points cov-

ering the first four places and a 

three-question tie-break round to 

separate first and second – in the 

 end one question made the differ-

ence and it was the visiting team 

from East Meon who won! 

A big thank you to the SARA organis-

ing committee – new members wel-

come – who helped to make the 

event a success, and particular to 

Charlie Rogers whose bar produced 

another profit of £120 for funds. 

Time for the home teams to start 

practicing for next year! 

 

BLACKCAPS 

One of the many joys of Spring 

Is to hear again the Blackcap sing. 

Before the trees are dressed in green 

High on a branch he can be seen, 

Filling the leafless woods around 

With a full and joyous bubbling sound. 

But when the leaves have grown once more 

To know that song can we be sure? 

For other warblers then have come 

And so many similar songs begun. 

Hidden amongst the shimmering green 

The birds are heard but seldom seen; 

Better a Blackcap perched up high 

On a bare branch against the sky. 

Singing alone his voice is clear 

Announcing that Spring is nearly here, 

And weary hearts that have waited long 

Will lift again with the Blackcap’s song. 

 
Janet Smith 
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Ridge Gate Breadmaking Course 

Quick quick....slow......... 

Learn how to make a variety of breads  

Relaxed, friendly, home atmosphere. 

Small groups max 6 per class. 

Courses: first Saturday of each month  

10:00am-14:00pm Includes light lunch 

For more details and prices see 

www.ridgegatebydiana.com 

 

Contact Diana Portelly 07747 698118 

BUILDINGS, GARDENS AND MONUMENTS IN STEEP 

This book containing lots of interesting details 

about the architecture and history of houses in 

Steep has recently been updated and repub-

lished. It was originally produced in 2012 by  

Tony Struthers as part of the Parish Plan. 

Available at £10 from 

Fran Box, 39 Church Road - 266284 

Hugh Routh, Mill Cottage, Mill Lane - 267237 

Celia Storey, 102 Church Road - 265591 

Or One Tree Books, Lavant Street, Petersfield 

http://www.ridgegatebydiana.com/
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KARIN ANTONINI 

Karin Antonini lived at Steep Alms-

houses for several years and died 

recently aged 91 years.  

Through her family connections with 

the Edward Barnsley Workshop at 

Froxfield, she was Steep’s link to 

the Arts and Crafts movement of 

William Morris. As a reaction against 

the nineteenth century mass pro-

duced manufacture of items, Morris 

encouraged the setting up of work-

shops. These were for the realisa-

tion of goods featuring simple arti-

san designs and fine handmade 

craftsmanship. Karin’s grandfather 

Sidney and great uncle Ernest were 

inspired by Morris’s ideas. With their 

friend, the well known architect  

Ernest Gimson, in the 1890s they 

lived in the Cotswolds, amongst a 

community of similar artists/

craftsmen. They set up their own 

furniture workshops. They became 

key figures in the Arts and Crafts 

design movement. Karin’s father, 

Edward, later went to train at Geof-

frey Lupton’s workshop in Cockshott 

Lane, Froxfield. In 1923 Edward 

took over and formed the Edward 

Barnsley Workshop, which continues 

today. From 1980 Karin was secre-

tary of the Edward Barnsley Educa-

tional Trust.  

Karin grew up amongst a liberal 

minded community and attended 

Bedales. She was an independent 

spirit, running away from school at 

the age of fifteen. She later worked 

in theatre design, lived in Paris, 

worked for UNESCO and married an 

Italian count. She spoke French, 

Russian and Italian fluently. When 

she returned to England, she be-

came a French teacher. She was a 

very spiritual person and a regular 

attender at Steep church and Alton 

Abbey. She read widely. Karin loved 

young people and always embraced 

the many events that went on in 

Steep village. She was one of those 

colourful local characters for which 

Steep has become well known. As 

such, she enriched the lives of 

many, who have fond memories of 

her friendship. 

Fran Box 
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The February meeting of the Steep 

History Group looked at the back-

ground history of the kneelers of 

Steep church. Accounts of them 

have previously appeared in this 

newsletter.  

For various reasons, 

fewer people kneel in 

church these days, so 

one might have thought 

there would have been 

little interest in these 

kneelers. On the con-

trary, there was so 

much demand for plac-

es, that the morning 

meeting was full and a 

second showing of the PowerPoint 

was held in the afternoon to accom-

modate others.  

We heard of the designers and mak-

ers, as well as looking at the wider 

context of a number of improve-

ments that took place at Steep 

church in the late 1960s and 

1970s. Steep became a parish in its 

own right in 1868. As a celebration 

of its centenary in 1968 therefore, a 

number of projects 

were embarked upon, 

including the making of 

the kneelers. 149 em-

broidered kneelers 

were made between 

1967 and 1980, many 

designed by the vicar 

Douglas Snelgar. Local 

people took part, a 

number of them cen-

tred around Anne Winscom, her rela-

tives, friends and neighbours in 

Stroud. Others from further afield 

took part too. One kneeler was 

made in the USA.  

The majority of these needle work-

THE EMBROIDERED KNEELERS OF STEEP CHURCH 
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ers have now died, yet they contribut-

ed greatly to our Steep heritage. My 

research involved finding out who all 

these makers were, where they lived 

and if possible, obtaining a photo of 

each. Before the kneelers could be 

sewn, the designs were painstakingly 

drawn onto graph paper and col-

oured. These drawings were on dis-

play at the meeting. Compared to 

some, the Steep kneelers are excel-

lent examples of craftsmanship. This 

is due to the fine strands of wool 

used, which makes for much greater 

detail in the pictures of our local flora 

and fauna, portrayed on them. Look 

carefully and you will also see that 

some kneelers have intricate pat-

terns of stitching on their sides too. 

They have even featured in a book. 

For many of us, it would now be a 

major commitment to produce just 

one of these kneelers. Some embroi-

derers produced between eleven and 

thirteen. About sixty people were in-

volved.  

The Steep kneelers are valuable piec-

es of art and design. We are fortu-

nate indeed to have them on display 

in our local church. They are now 

about fifty years old or more; care 

needs to be taken in the way they are 

used and stored. So, given that they 

are now employed rather less for 

their original purpose, is there a still 

place for the kneelers at Steep 

church? They are certainly one of 

the features of the church on which 

visitors most comment. Their popu-

larity in our locality is evidenced by 

the number of people attending the 

recent History Group meetings 

about them. They occupy a fond 

place in the hearts of many, not just 

among those who are churchgoers. 

The commitment and dedication of 

those who were originally involved 

in the creation of these kneelers 

should surely be remembered and 

celebrated. Let us hope that our 

Steep kneelers may long be availa-

ble for all to use and enjoy.  

It is hoped to give a repeat of the 

Kneelers talk, as one of the summer 

history talks later in 2019.  If you 

know of or are related to one of the 

makers of the Steep kneelers, I 

would love to hear from you. There 

are still some makers whom I have 

not been able to track down.  

Fran Box 

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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We have recently seen a lovely in-

crease in the number of children 

attending, and we 

would like to share 

what we have to offer 

to more and more 

families. On Sunday 

24th March we have 

an open afternoon 

‘stay and play’ com-

bined with our “Peppa Pig’s Muddy 

Puddle Walk” fundraiser event for 

Save the Children. All are welcome 

to visit the Pre-School at the Village 

Hall from 2pm onwards. The walking 

party will depart from the Village 

Hall car park just after 2, and will be 

out finding our muddy puddles for 

about 45 minutes. We will be offer-

ing “muddy” chocolate drinks and 

cakes throughout the afternoon in 

return for donations to the charity 

Save the Children. 

Parents are invited to view the Pre-

School on any day of the week. 

Please just call or email for infor-

mation or to book a visit. Opening 

hours are 8am–3pm, Monday to 

Friday term-time, and breakfast club 

is offered for Steep Primary children 

from 8am each day. 

Tel. 01730 267463.  

www.the-avenue.org.uk  

pre-school@the-avenue.org.uk 

 At The Avenue Pre-school at Steep 

we love getting messy and muddy, 

and the recent snow 

was a special treat! We 

really enjoy investigat-

ing wildlife habitats, 

feeding the birds, and 

playing imaginatively in 

the wild garden area.  

Tafflene, Pre-School 

Supervisor joined the setting in the 

Autumn, and says “constant smil-

ing faces are testament to the fact 

that our nurturing and stimulating 

environment has become a place 

where they feel is like a second 

home to them”. If asked what hap-

pens at Pre-School, the children 

might say: “we have been playing 

in the woodland area at Steep Pri-

mary School, and we walk to the 

School with the older children from 

our breakfast club, and we enjoy 

singing in the Church too. We are 

getting really good at making bridg-

es and crossing the stream, dress-

ing up and pretending, speaking 

French words, cooking soup, bak-

ing tarts, and making bird feed-

ers… we choose lots of messy 

things to do every day so we have 

fun and learn lots - and before we 

know it, mummy or daddy, grand-

dad or aunty, arrive far too early to 

pick us up!” 

“MESSY, MUDDY PLAY - THE AVENUE WAY” 

http://www.the-avenue.org.uk
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CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL  

REMINDER 

The Electoral Roll is being revised 

this year. All on it are entitled to vote 

at the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting, which will be held on  

Sunday 28th April. 

There will be forms available for 

those who would like their names to 

be put on the new Electoral Roll. 

These will be put by the font at All 

Saints', Steep from Wednesday 27th 

February. Completed forms should 

be returned to the Electoral Roll 

Officer - details below - or to the Vic-

arage by Monday 1st April. 

The Electoral Roll will then be dis-

played in the Church Porch (names 

only) from 19th to 23rd April.  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES 

See page 5 

ALL SAINTS’, FAIRTRADE AND 

STEEP PRIMARY 

All Saints’ is proud to be housing 

artwork by pupils at Steep Primary 

during Fairtrade Art Shop 2019 be-

tween 25th February and 10th 

March.  The artworks, ranging from 

3D to paintings and each reflecting 

the concept of Fairtrade, are on dis-

play in the Lady Chapel and can be 

viewed during daylight hours when 

the church is open.  Other works by 

the school, clubs, community groups 

and other schools in the area, are 

on display in shops in Petersfield 

(Steep Primary’s other exhibit space 

is Halsa, on the High Street) and its 

environs.  Copies of the trail map 

are available at the library and at 

the participating venues – or email 

PetersfieldFairTrade@gmail.com for 

an electronic copy.  Do follow the 

trail and see what our local pupils 

have to say – and show! You can 

also follow the fortnight of events on 

Twitter: @FTPetersfield. 

Fairtrade Art Shop 2019 celebrates 

ten years of Petersfield being a 

Fairtrade town.  Fairtrade is about 

better prices, decent working condi-

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

tions, local sustainability, and fair 

terms of trade for farmers and work-

ers in the developing world.  See 

www.fairtrade.org.uk for more infor-

mation. 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk


25 

 CHURCH NEWS 

CANDLEMAS 

At the February TENam Service, we 

celebrated Candlemas. Marking the 

end of Christmas and encouraging 

us to look forward towards Easter. 

Candlemas is traditionally the mid-

point not only between Christmas 

and Easter but also between the 

winter Solstice and Spring equinox, 

so we say thank you to God that we 

are moving toward brighter and bet-

ter days. We are saying goodbye to 

the old and welcome to the new. 

The children were given candles and 

the service ended in a short candle-

lit procession around the church , 

with everyone gathering around the 

font for the final blessing of the can-

dles. 

CONGRATULATIONS – NEW  

APPOINTMENT 

The Bishop of Portsmouth has re-

cently appointed Canon Peter Leon-

ard to be the next Archdeacon of the 

Isle of Wight. We congratulate Peter, 

whom many of you will remember 

working in the Parish a few years 

ago, before his move to Portsmouth. 

REFLECTIONS FOR LENT  

This year’s Lent Course is based 

around the nine fruits of the Spirit, 

from Galations 5,  and will be using 

the booklet -  The Gift of Empty 

Hands  - newly written by our Dioce-

san Director of Spirituality, Revd Dr 

Ruth Tushling. The course is being 

hosted by Caroline Hilton, details 

below. 

Thursdays, 2.00-3.30pm 

7th March to 18th April (seven ses-

sions)  

Please let Caroline (263460) or 

Anne 

(steepfroxfieldprivett@gmail.com) 

know if you would like to attend.  

MOTHERING SUNDAY – 31ST 

MARCH 

We look forward to our mothering 

Sunday services that will be taking 

place in the benefice on                                                              

Sunday 31st March. All are wel-

come to this family celebration. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Mrs Shirley Strand – Tuesday 5th 

February 

Memorial Service for the late Mrs 

Joan Fanshawe to be held on  

Saturday 30th March at 2pm in 

Steep Church. 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

