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JANE AND JOHN 

Jane and John Owen leave us in April for retirement in Somerset, after almost 

exactly thirteen years in our midst.  We will then have no vicar for a year or 

more I guess; plenty of time to appreciate what Jane and John brought to our 

lives here. My own personal gratitude is – literally - a very down to earth mat-

ter. It is no secret that gardening was not one of John’s predecessor’s talents, 

and goodness knows how many working parties were needed to dig out 

ground elder, bramble roots and other pervasive plants in order to prepare for 

the arrival of the Owens. Within a month after they moved in the vicarage 

garden was totally transformed, and what’s more there were pigs, goats and 

chickens (all of which somehow found their way into one church service or 

another).  Another early Jane and John experience was the walk around the 

benefice – 12 miles, I seem to recall - and that set the scene for what I think 

is the most valuable part played by Jane and John – involvement in the parish 

and its life; pastoral care in its broadest sense. 

John brought in some enduring changes in All Saints’ church: creation of a 

space around the font and the side chapel where the congregation can gath-

er for coffee and chat after church; starting the annual Steep Lecture; setting 

up of the Friends of Steep Church for all who value what our church here has 

represented these past nine centuries. John was involved with so much more 

in our villages – the Steep Almshouses for example. 

As for John’s church services, we could usually be sure of a surprise in the 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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form of a chicken or perhaps a rabbit on Christmas Day. All of his services 

(except perhaps funerals) had warmth and humour about them, and his ser-

mons were lucid and easy to understand – and again, that twinkle was al-

ways there. 

Jane by the way was usually seated ten feet away, in the front row of the 

choir. She was a massive plus for the choir, and at the end of the service one 

knew there was delicious fresh coffee (an early Jane reform) and Jane’s 

home-made shortbread to follow.  

That said, no vicar’s wife wishes to be characterised as just that, and while it 

should be trumpeted that Jane did all that a vicar’s wife should do, she had 

her own life: Head of English at Peter Symonds College; leading light on the 

Flower Show scene; creator of those safari suppers, where people dined in 

different houses in Steep and Stroud, ending up for pud in the vicarage. And 

don’t forget our dog walks says my wife, and don’t forget to say that John’s 

services in church always made me feel better. And so say all of us, I reckon. 

Editor 

 

25 YEARS AGO 
CAST IRON SIGNPOSTS 

One of the features of our rural scene is the traditional cast iron signpost, with its 

boldly-turned column, fingers with raised lettering and top roundels bearing the 

county and village names. Over the past few decades many of these signs be-

came neglected and broken and routine painting and maintenance ceased. County 

policy changed and they were gradually replaced with modern, utilitarian high-

visibility signs. Recently however their aesthetic and historic value has been bet-

ter appreciated and the County Council has been gradually refurbishing them. 

 In Steep we have at least one surviving  signpost virtually complete, to-

gether with a number of hybrid signs …. 

 Does anyone know if any of these signs are surviving now? Ed 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
Book tickets in advance - 267784 or 

steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 7th March in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

BEDALES 
Many events in March. See their 

website: www.bedalesevents.co.uk  
 0333 666 3366  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tues 8th March 10am Steep Village 

Hall: The Dodd family & The Harrow 

Inn 1932 onwards. 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Thursday 10th March Stroud Village 

Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Angela Snow - 263428 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
We meet at 2.15pm on the 3rd 

Thursday of the month at the Physic 

Garden. 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 10th March. The “Wacky 

Wednesday” Ukulele Group enter-

tain.  Steep Village Hall at 2.30pm. 

Thursday 24th March Film based on 

a well loved BBC TV series. Steep 

Village Hall at 2pm. (Note earlier 

start time) 

Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

 

 DIARY DATES 

CLOTHING BANK  

It has been six months since the 

clothing bank appeared in the car 

park at Steep Village Hall.  

During that period, it has received 

donations of more than 640kg of 

unwanted clothing and textiles. 

These textiles are reused in Eastern 

Europe and Africa, or recycled to 

make industrial cleaning wipes and 

insulation materials.  

As well as reducing waste to land-

fill, the clothing bank raises money 

for Steep Primary School - more 

than £160 to date which will go 

toward the school’s current project 

of buying new laptop computers.  

Katie Frost  

katiefrost123@gmail.com  

http://www.bedalesevents.co.uk
mailto:katiefrost123@gmail.com
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FROXFIELD CHOIR NEWS  

Choral Evensong at St Peter’s Church, 

High Cross on Sunday 13 March 

Welcome to 2022 and our 50th An-

niversary Year!  We’re developing 

exciting plans for two big concerts 

this year – the dates are fixed, the 

venues secured, and the repertoire 

chosen!  We would love you to cele-

brate with us, so please add these 

dates to your diary: 

Saturday 18 June at Holy Trinity 

Church, Privett – 50th Anniversary 

Concert – the BIG ONE! 

Saturday 15 October at Holy Trinity 

Church, Privett – Ahoy! with special 

guests 

More details will follow nearer the 

time. 

Before then though, we are delight-

ed to be singing Choral Evensong 

once again at St Peter’s Church, 

High Cross, Froxfield on Sunday 13 

March at 6.00pm.  This is always a 

very special service, and particularly 

so this year as it will be the final 

Choral Evensong taken by the Rev-

erend Canon John Owen before his 

retirement in April after many years 

dedicated service to the Parish.  

We have had a wonderful response 

to our recent calls for additional 

members with eight new members 

joining in January. There is a real 

buzz at our weekly rehearsals and 

the renewed energy is very exciting.  

We’re always on the lookout for 

more, so don’t feel you’ve left it too 

late - if you’re interested in giving 

choral singing a go in this our anni-

versary year, either for the first time 

or as a returner, please contact Les-

ley Howe at lkhowe58@gmail.com 

who can provide you with more de-

tails.  We’d love you to join us! 

We have BIG plans for 2022 – our 

50th Anniversary! 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 

and Twitter @Froxfield_Choir and on 

our website https://

froxfieldchoir.co.uk 

#lovesinging #hampshirechoir 

#concerts  

COPY FOR THE APRIL NEWSLETTER 

not later than midday on Monday 14th March 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

mailto:lkhowe58@gmail.com
https://froxfieldchoir.co.uk
https://froxfieldchoir.co.uk
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly 

people who need Cheerful and Con-

structive Help to live Happily in their 

Own Homes. Property Management ; 

for weekenders or just very busy peo-

ple Refurbishing Properties. Excellent 

references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: 

phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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on these proposals which closes 9 

April. https://consult.defra.gov.uk/

future-landscapes-strategy/

government-response-to-the-

landscapes-review/ There are 26 

questions in all: the ones relevant to 

BOATs are nos.13 to 17.  

The Glover Report itself can be 

found at   https://

assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/

government/uploads/system/

uploads/attachment_data/

file/833726/landscapes-review-

final-report.pdf  (all 168 pages of 

it!); the government’s response is at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/

publications/landscapes-review-

national-parks-and-aonbs-

government-response/landscapes-

review-national-parks-and-aonbs-

government-response  

 

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM  

JUBILEE 

Thank you to the group of volun-

teers who have come forward to 

help plan a community event to cel-

ebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

– if anyone else would like to join 

us, or has ideas/suggestions, 

please get in touch –

 Jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk 

MARCH 

The sun was warm but the wind was 

chill. 

You know how it is with an April day. 

When the sun is out and the wind is 

still, 

You're one month on in the middle 

of May. 

But if you so much as dare to speak, 

a cloud comes over the sunlit arch, 

And wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you're two months back in the 

middle of March. 

 Robert Frost 

BOATS AND BIKES – Have Your Say 

Should the National Park be able to 

fine bikers using BOATs (Bye-ways 

Open to all Traffic)? Unsealed bye-

ways around the parish are vulnera-

ble to off-road bikers: they impact 

wildlife and tranquility and can dam-

age the surface so that others can’t 

use the route.  

The government response to the 

2019 Glover Review proposes giving 

Park Authorities greater power to 

issue ‘tickets’ for byelaw infringe-

ments, to make Public Space Protec-

tion Orders, and Traffic Regulation 

Orders to control the amount and 

type of traffic on roads.  

There is now a public consultation 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/833726/landscapes-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response/landscapes-review-national-parks-and-aonbs-government-response
mailto:Jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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DOES BIRD FEEDING HELP OR 

HINDER BIRD CONSERVATION? 

My wife tells me that one of the fast-

est selling items in the Petersfield 

Pound Store is fat balls for birds. I’m 

not surprised, for I attended a re-

cent talk on feeding our garden 

birds and learned that in the UK 17 

million of us put out food for the 

birds – one bird table or nest box for 

every Great Tit and Bluetit in the 

country. 

I learned a good deal more at that 

talk, and while we all feel we are 

doing a good job by helping the 

birds (and making us feel good 

about ourselves too), it isn’t a sim-

ple picture. 

On the plus side, most of the spe-

cies that we feed are doing better, 

especially in winter, and that means 

better survival rates. But there are 

minuses too, for providing free food 

in large quantities inevitably dis-

turbs the balance of nature. My lec-

turer gave one example; he noticed 

last year that he had no cherries on 

his normally prolific cherry tree, and 

this year he set out to find out why. 

He soon found the answer. His tree 

was infested with aphids, but the 

aphids were not being eaten by the 

tits, as in previous years, because 

the tits were all gorging themselves 

on the goodies provided free on the 

new bird table next door. 

There are many other well-known 

effects. More predators such as 

Sparrowhawks for a start. We also 

know that there have been jumps of 

disease from one species to another 

- the jump from pigeons to finches, 

especially Greenfinches, in recent 

years has been catastrophic. We 

also know that giving birds – like 

children – what they like isn’t neces-

sarily what is best for them. 

There are indirect effects too. Bird 

feeding leads to an increase in dom-

inant birds - Corvids, Great-spotted 

Woodpeckers, Great Tits – and a 

decline in subordinate species like 

Marsh and Willow Tits and Lesser-

spotted Woodpeckers who no longer 

have their niches in the balance of 

nature. As a result, feeding birds 

can erode biodiversity. 

Then there is land use; is it sensible 

to import niger seeds from West 

Africa to feed our Goldfinches? 

That’s a pretty topical question as 

we think more and more about  

climate change. 

So what were the conclusions of the 

speaker at the talk? “More research 

needed” was the scientist’s answer, 

which is not very helpful to us is it? 

As for me, I shall continue feeding 

the birds, especially when times are 

hard for them, and I resolve to clean 

our bird table and nest boxes a bit 

more often. 

David Dobson 
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STEEP  FLOWER  SHOW, and 

PLANT SALE  Saturday 7 May  

The annual SFS Plant sale is held to 

raise funds to put on the Flower 

Show in August, including paying for 

the live music. This year, this will 

again be a quartet from the National 

Youth Jazz Orchestra who enter-

tained us so joyfully for our Cen-

tenary show. 

We always need more plants - vege-

tables, flowers or herbs.  So, if you 

plant a few more seeds than you 

need please pot up a few of your 

young plants and drop these off at 

Restalls, 104 Church Rd anytime on 

Thursday 5th or Friday 6th May or the 

morning of the plant sale to any of 

the addresses below.  (If you need 

any extra pots in order to plant up 

your donations – please email and 

the Flower Show team will be happy 

to recycle any spare ones that we 

have).  Cakes for the teas and cof-

fees would also be welcomed, as 

would any home-made preserves to 

sell on the day.  Many thanks and 

happy growing! 

Plant Sale Details: Saturday 7 May.   

10 am – 12 pm at   59,  60 and 104 

Church Rd 

Tea, coffee & cake at Restalls and a 

gardening know-how talk at 12-

12.30 by Steve Amos.  

Lynette.steepflowershow@gmail.com 

GIANT  EASTER  MARKET  TO  

SUPPORT  LOCAL  CHARITIES       

THE GIANT indoor Easter Charity 

Market is to be held at TPS, The 

Petersfield School Hall on Satur-

day, April 16th. This traditional 

family-run event is in aid of Ports-

mouth Hospitals Charity for can-

cer services. 

Other charities will also be run-

ning fundraising stalls at the mar-

ket for local good causes includ-

ing Petersfield WI and the Si-

dlesham based Cat and Rabbit 

Rescue Centre in West Sussex, 

with local supporters from Frox-

field. 

Traders and craftspeople from 

across the area will add to the 

event with collectables, bric-a-

brac, books, toys, greetings cards 

and silver jewellery. Easter gifts, 

spring bulbs, local art prints and 

cakes will also be for sale.   

A raffle for the hospital charity is 

to be held in the foyer and re-

freshments will be available. Ad-

mission to the market is free and 

is open 9.30am to 3pm. Stall 

bookings and further details on 

07798 753836. 
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077919 62327 
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cerns and whether there was a need 

for a Church Road Land sub-

committee given the sensitivity of 

any development.    

FIREWORKS  

Paul Garstin of the Fireworks Com-

mittee reported that Steep Fire-

works have now been running for 

over 30 years and are a huge suc-

cess. Last year they sold a record 

number of tickets  (slightly over 

1000), and made substantial dona-

tions to Steep School, the Scouts 

and other local charities. Paul 

thanked the community, the Parish 

Council and Bedales for their contin-

ued support. The Committee are 

aware of concerns around increas-

ing numbers, and parking/traffic on 

Church Road – they are considering 

online ticketing to  control num-

bers.   

MEON VALLEY AVERAGE SPEED 

SCHEME  

Cllr Nick Drew reported the average 

speed scheme on the A32/A272 

(see elsewhere in this newsletter). 

He raised concerns about displace-

ment of vehicles onto surrounding 

routes and on long-term plans. The 

PC agreed to maintain pressure on 

EHDC and HCC to monitor the po-

tential impacts and to set out how 

they propose to deal with the issue 

of Stoner Hill.  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

MEETING - 7 February 

LAND AT CHURCH ROAD  

During the public comment, some 

parishioners raised questions about 

the development of the land at 

Church Road. Most of these focused 

on the need for more consultation 

with SIN and Wilson Designer 

Homes. One parishioner reminded 

the PC of the community-approved 

Steep Parish Plan of 2012 in which 

one of the identified priorities was 

the need for a modest development 

of affordable homes and an im-

proved village centre. He proposed 

that at least one other option be 

developed, involving a unified plan 

for the Village Hall and its land, the 

car park and the SIN land.    

Jim MacDonald reported that he 

had met with WDH and SIN and ex-

pressed the PC’s concerns at the 

lack of consultation. Mr Wilson stat-

ed that nothing is as yet set in stone 

and that he wished to investigate 

the constraints on the site before 

putting forward any plan; he is hop-

ing to get a response to his PreApp 

from the SDNP within the next six 

weeks. He is planning to meet with 

councillors within the next few 

weeks. Councillors agreed to hold a 

working group meeting to discuss 

the current position, residents’ con-
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 774935, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 774936  

GLOVER REPORT  

The PC agreed on a response to the 

government consultation on the 

Glover Report (see ‘Boats and Bikes’ 

elsewhere in this newsletter) sup-

porting the need for increased pow-

ers to deal with off-road bikers and 

4x4s using unmade roads.   

STEEP COMMON  

The PC will apply for a grant to re-

plant felled ash on Steep Common, 

covering the cost of saplings, tree 

guards and supports. We would like 

to thank a local farmer who is donat-

ing a number of beech saplings; 

Steep School, Bedales and a num-

ber of individual volunteers have 

come forward to help with the plant-

ing. If you are able to help please 

contact Cllr Jeff Graham on 

jeff.graham@steep-pc.gov.uk.  

Cllr. Freddie Holmes and  

 Cllr. Jenny Martin  

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

You will have seen that Stroud is 

now the proud owner of two speed 

signs. They read the speed of cars 

coming towards and away from the 

sign, so we know that the speed 

graphic reduces speeds by 13-15% 

when cars see it.  

Another statistic of interest is that 

75% of cars drive within the limit 

without the sign; but this rises to 

86% when the sign is facing them. 

The council also welcome the news 

that the police are investing in aver-

age speed cameras for large 

stretches of the A272 and A32, to 

be installed later in 2022.  

As this is turning into a road safety 

special it’s worth mentioning that 

the council have asked for a safety 

audit to be conducted on the bus 

stop opposite the end of North 

Stroud Lane, after concerns were 

raised.   

We can also always do with more 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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Speedwatch volunteers. The more 

we have, the more we can do. Con-

tact Carl.Foulston@stroud-

pc.gov.uk if you can assist.  

The next council meeting is Tuesday 

22nd March at 7:30pm. Councillors 

will be at the village hall from 7pm if 

any resident would like to come and 

informally speak about any issue 

before the meeting starts. It would 

be great to see you. 

Cllr Tom North 

VACANCY FOR PARISH CLERK & RE-

SPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 

(STROUD PARISH COUNCIL) 

A vacancy has arisen for the position 

of Clerk & Responsible Financial 

Officer to Stroud Parish Council. 

Work is primarily from home, except 

for attendance at Parish Council 

meetings, of which at least 7 are 

held each year. The position in-

cludes preparation of agendas, mi-

nute taking at Council meetings, 

correspondence, and all financial 

and audit matters. The successful 

candidate will be a good communi-

cator, numerate, computer literate, 

works well on their own and commu-

nity minded. The necessary equip-

ment, support and training will be 

provided.  

Working hours are 10 per week and 

will require flexibility. The pay scale 

(based on current NALC pay scale 

rates) is between £10 - £11 per 

hour, depending on experience.  

Please contact the current Clerk, Liz 

Foulston, if you have any questions 

or require any further information. 

Written applications, along with a 

CV, should be submitted via email to 

Liz Foulston at clerk@stroud-

pc.gov.uk by 21st March 2022. 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL 

We have been very busy the past 

month ensuring the hall is updated 

and ready for hall hirers and new 

users. By the time you read this we 

should have had all the building 

works completed and we look for-

ward to welcoming new and return-

ing hirers. Please accept our apolo-

gies for any inconvenience caused 

whilst this necessary and important 

work was carried out. 

We have a new social coffee morn-

ing coming up at the hall the first 

and third Monday of the month 

10am-12pm. Feel free to pop in and 

support your local community as 

well as meet new people in your 

area! There will be fresh coffee, tea 

and cake available for you to pur-

chase.  

We also have our Open Day coming 

up on the 3rd April 2022 10am-3pm. 

There will be lots to do for all the 

family. Activities include live fitness 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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demonstrations, kids face and nail 

painting, craft stalls, lots of tea and 

cake as well as hot food. Make sure 

you pop over on the day to check it 

out, it isn’t going to be one to miss! 

If anyone is looking to hire the hall 

for a party or regular bookings we 

have slots available. However they 

are going fast! Please contact Jade 

via manager@stroudvillagehall.org 

to secure your booking. Here is a 

timetable of activities going on at 

the Hall: 

1st and 3rd Mondays monthly – 

Coffee Morning – 10 am – 12 pm; 

4th Monday monthly – Little City – 

8.30 am – 1.30 p; 

Monday evenings weekly – Yoga 

Nidra – 7.45 pm – 8.45 pm; 

Tuesday mornings weekly – Pilates 

– 9 am – 10 am; 

Tuesday mornings weekly – 50 Plus 

Aerobics – 10.30 am – 11.30 am; 

Wednesday mornings weekly – Aero-

bics – 10.30 am – 11.30 am; 

Wednesday evenings weekly – Yoga 

– 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm; 

Thursday mornings weekly – Yoga – 

8.00 am – 10.30 am; 

Thursday afternoons weekly – Pila-

tes – 12.15 pm – 1.15 pm; 

Thursday afternoons once monthly – 

Craft Club – 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm; 

Thursday evenings weekly – Pilates 

– 6 pm – 8 pm; 

Fridays all day – Baby Sensory – 

8.45 am – 4.00 pm. 

Please do come along and join in or 

contact me to find out more!  

If you would like to help support the 

Village Hall in another way, we offer 

participation in the East Hampshire 

Community Lottery here at the Vil-

lage Hall. Please enter to help and 

support your community. Can you 

help us reach our target of 50 sub-

scribers? 

Finally, we are still looking for volun-

teers who would like to become a 

Hall Trustee. If you would like to 

know more please contact Jeremy 

Mitchell – jere-

my.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org. 

Jade Poulter 

KEEPING ALIVE   

We have looked after rescue hens 

for years now, and last week we 

took on the latest batch, which had 

come from a so-called free range 

poultry farm near Oxford. Our resi-

dent OAP hens eyed them with dark 

suspicion and much clucking from 

an adjacent pen; these are the re-

maining three of the last batch, 

bought about three years ago, and 

eggless for a long time now. I re-

member very well that lot when we 

collected them; they were in a terri-

ble state, and one had so few feath-

ers that she was immediately chris-

tened Oven Ready. This latest lot 

look in much better nick I am glad to 

mailto:manager@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:jeremy.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:jeremy.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org
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say, though taking them from a heat-

ed barn (with the lights on most of 

the time) into our little outside coop 

during a cold snap had us a bit wor-

ried, so much so that the hall carpet 

was draped over the coop in the 

hope of keeping them warm. It obvi-

ously worked, because when I 

opened them up next morning our new 

arrivals staggered into the light leaving six 

lovely brown eggs on the straw.  

So we have six  new hens and three 

oldies, and the purpose of the whole 

exercise, as friends watch incredu-

lously as we pour resources into 

these rather ragged creatures is, as 

my wife explains,  “to give the hens 

a good life”. That means looking 

after them until they eventually die, 

and that sometimes is a long time. 

Take our one little bantam, whom 

I’ve failed to mention so far. We 

hatched her about thirteen years 

ago. She was grumpy from the start, 

and as all the big hens give her a 

hard time I have made her a cosy 

little box which is installed under the 

kitchen window. I let her out each 

morning, and she has the run of the 

garden. I suspect when it gets really 

cold, I’ll bring her indoors at night – 

the dogs are very tolerant. 

The source of these hens is a charity 

we hadn’t heard of before. It is 

called Fresh Start for Hens 

(www.fsfh.org.uk) and one of the 

attractions for us is that the local 

receiver and distributor lives in 

Steep Marsh, and indeed is none 

other than Simon Hawkes, Steep’s 

Tree Warden. Well, I don’t know 

about Simon and his trees, but I do 

know that he and his wife Tina care 

deeply about the welfare of the hens 

they collect, and they are careful to 

vet prospective new owners. 

To me, there’s little more satisfying 

than having hens pottering about 

the garden, and occasionally we let 

them all out for a roam. This I find 

very therapeutic, but my wife is less 

concerned with therapy than for her 

precious plants. But actually, the 

first port of call for all of the hens is 

the back door, where they seem to 

know that the two suckers within will 

provide porridge oats, and even on 

occasion specially cooked pasta or 

sweetcorn. The dogs watch this bla-

tant favouritism with cold contempt.  

Equally unconvinced about the ben-

efits of hens are our children, who 

are slightly incredulous that we are 

taking on more hens yet again.  The 

short answer to that is that among 

talk of downsizing, cutting down on 

activities and commitments, and of 

course the gloom of covid, we feel 

the need less for hibernation and 

more for rejuvenation. Step forward, 

six new hens! 

David Dobson 
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AN UPDATE ON THE CHURCH 

ROAD DEVELOPMENT. 

In November 2021 Wilson Designer 

Homes submitted a formal request 

for pre-application ‘advice’ to the 

South Downs National Park Authori-

ty (SDNPA). Our submission is pub-

licly available via the SDNPA plan-

ning portal under the refer-

ence SDNP/21/05912/PRE. 

This pre-app incorporates the tech-

nical and environmental information 

we have obtained from the surveys 

carried out last year  and this helps 

determine how the site’s develop-

ment might best be planned.  The 

outline plan accompanying the pre-

app is illustrative only; there is noth-

ing fixed nor final about it.  Following 

the SDNPA’s initial input, which we 

hope to receive soon, further site 

planning, incorporating SDNPA’s 

guidelines, the ecology and input 

from the Highways Authority, will 

follow.  It is only later, after consulta-

tion with Steep Village on the layout 

of the site, that the size and archi-

tectural appearance of the dwellings 

start to be considered. For the archi-

tecture we plan to draw on prece-

dents from around the Parish and 

consultation on these aspects will 

follow. 

I am very keen for everyone to  

engage directly with this pre-app 

process, and with the subsequent 

planning stages.  They have been 

deliberately structured to enable 

comments throughout.  I am sorry 

the comments function on the 

SDNPA portal has not been working. 

We raised this with SDNPA officers 

and, at our request, they are encour-

aging anyone keen to comment to 

do so by email directly to the Plan-

ning Officer:  

planning@southdowns.gov.uk  

quoting the case reference   

SDNP/21/05912/PRE in the title.  

All comments received will be pub-

lished, anonymously, on the SDNPA 

portal where the design team will 

see them and where possible, feed 

them into the next design stage.  

I encourage you to make comments 

using the email link above. In that 

way your ideas will go directly to the 

SDNPA and to me and will help 

make the planning process more 

transparent.  I will update on pro-

gress as we go along. 

 Stuart Wilson 

Wilson Designer Homes.    

mailto:planning@southdowns.gov.uk
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MEON VALLEY AVERAGE SPEED 

SCHEME  

 An average speed scheme is to be 

introduced in the Meon Valley, cov-

ering about 10 miles from 

Bramdean to Langrish on the A272, 

and from East Tisted to West Meon 

on the A32. Hampshire Constabu-

lary will fund fixed-arm average 

speed cameras in those locations, 

and drivers exceeding the average 

speed between the cameras will be 

fined £100 and received 3 points on 

their licence.   

 Police and Crimes Commissioner 

Donna Jones announced this at an 

online parish forum on motorbike 

noise on Friday 14 January. It is one 

of a raft of measures aimed at mak-

ing the whole Meon Valley and sur-

rounding area less appealing to nui-

sance drivers.  

 In addition, there will be specific 

operations with large numbers of 

police officers at the entry points to 

the zone, pulling in every bike and 

ticketing those with modified ex-

hausts or illegal number plates. Un-

marked police bikes will patrol 

across the area, videoing dangerous 

or illegal bike riding. Individuals re-

sponsible will then receive a police 

summons.   

 The scheme does not solve all the 

areas problems but is a step in the 

right direction. For Steep, there are 

pros and cons, as bikers displaced 

from the A272/A32 might migrate 

on to surrounding roads. The prob-

lems on Bell Hill and Stoner Hill are 

not primarily speed but noise. Bikers 

use the very attractive curves as a 

hill-climb, often revving in low gears, 

which then echoes all across the 

valley.   

Acoustic cameras might offer a pos-

sible solution. According to Inspec-

tor Andy Tester, however, there is 

currently no legislation allowing the 

police to use data from these cam-

eras to prosecute. Local MPs Dami-

an Hinds and Flick Drummond 

spoke about a possible change in 

the legislation on speed cameras, 

but cautioned that this could be 

take many years. Alternatively local 

authorities could issue a PSPO 

(Public Spaces Protection Order) to 

offenders. There were four EHDC 

councilors in Friday’s forum, so 

there is clearly an awareness of the 

problem and support for a long-term 

solution.   

 We hope that this is just the start to 

ending this blight on the tranquility 

of this and other parishes.   

 Cllr Freddie Holmes   
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YOUR VILLAGE HALL 

NEEDS YOU! 
Please come to the re-arranged community meeting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY, 5TH MARCH at 10.00 AM 

AT STEEP VILLAGE HALL 

 

POST-COVID  

STEEP WAR MEMORIAL VILLAGE CLUB 

FACES AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We welcome YOUR input and ideas 
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 CHURCH NEWS 
SERVICES 

As January had five Sundays a Bene-

fice Parish Communion was held on 

January 30th with John as the cele-

brant and Sue Jones preaching on 

the Presentation of Jesus in the 

Temple. She reminded us that Sime-

on and Anna had recognised the 

baby as Messiah and asked if we 

would recognise God in the face of a 

stranger. February’s TenAM saw the 

baptism of Aryana and Asher Martin 

with lots of children and parents 

attending. The theme of the service 

was Noah’s Ark and how our faith 

keeps us safe. Our own prayers 

were launched as paper boats and 

there was den making and bulb 

planting too. After the service Shaki-

ra and Tom provided a magnificent 

cake and prosecco so we could cele-

brate with them. At our service on 

13th February John told of us of 

being taught philosophy by a young 

Jonathan Sachs and when given the 

question why lead a moral life was 

given the answer,  Virtue is its own 

reward. 

PCC MEETING 

Bubbles started the meeting by 

thanking John and Jane for all they 

have done for us over the past 

years. John reassured the PCC that 

he had met Susie, Joanna and Sue 

Jones (our Reader in training) to 

draw up a schedule of services for 

the rest of 2022. Our main services 

will continue in the normal way. The 

meeting gave approval for the 

church architect to draw up plans 

for the improvement of the kitchen 

area. These will then be available for 

comment by the congregation. 

ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING 

ON 13TH MARCH 

This is the day when we review the 

past year and look to the future,  

and  has been brought forward this 

year as John is leaving us after East-

er. Everyone on the Church electoral 

roll can vote and forms are available 

in Steep church if you are not yet on 

the roll. All are welcome on the 13th 

when the meeting takes place after 

a shortened service. 

EDWARD THOMAS WEEKEND 

On the first weekend of March we 

remember the poet Edward Thomas, 

whose nature poems describe the 

local countryside so vividly. The 

Friends of Steep Church are holding 

a concert and recital on Saturday 

5th at Steep church. On Sunday 6th 

the Edward Thomas Fellowship hold 

their AGM at 3pm in the church fol-
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lowed by a substantial tea laid on by 

the Social Committee. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

This will take place on Friday 4th 

March at 10am in St Lawrence’s 

church in Petersfield. This was for-

merly the Women’s World Day of 

Prayer but though the name has 

changed the organisers are still 

women. PACT is putting on the ser-

vice devised by a different country 

every year. Ellie Thackrey from our 

church is playing the organ. There 

will be refreshments after the ser-

vice and all are welcome. 

Amanda Greenlee 

FROM THE REGISTER 

BAPTISM 

6th February - Asher River Uche 

MARTIN   

Aryana Joyce Inge Ikemba MARTIN   

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

18th February - Richard Meopham 

Hannington aged 92 

 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL  

REMINDER  
The Church Electoral Roll is being 

updated. All on it are entitled to 

vote at the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting, which will be held on Sun-

day 13th March.  

There are forms available in All 

Saints’ Church for those who would 

like their names to be added or 

details updated.  

Completed forms should be re-

turned to the Vicarage by Friday 

25th February. The Electoral Roll 

(names only) will be displayed in All 

Saints’ porch from 27th February 

until 12th March. 

For any queries please contact me - 

Tel 01730 267362  or  

judy.thompson@me.com 

Judy Thompson 

Electoral Roll Officer  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

The newsletter generates revenue from our advertisers but does not en-

dorse their services  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

mailto:judy.thompson@me.com
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm 

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  

bubbles@silksfamily.com 

Jonathan Selby 07926 381786/023 9259 3062  jonathanselby4@gmail.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
mailto:jonathanselby4@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/
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NATUREWATCH 

Primroses, celandines, daffodils hazel catkins, 

dandelions……. what do they have in common? 

Apart from being all flowers you can see in the 

gardens and hedgerows of Steep this month, 

they are all yellow. Yellow is the colour of 

spring. But why are so many of the earlier flow-

ering plants this colour?  

A flower is an advertisement, and like all advertisements is aimed at a partic-

ular group. In this case the group consists of any creature that will affect polli-

nation. The relationship between pollinators and plants has evolved over a 

long period of time and plants have developed mechanisms to make them-

selves more obvious and more attractive to potential pollinators. One of the 

most common methods is of course 

the use of colour. 

Most plant species are pollinated by 

insects, particularly bees.…. but 

bees see things rather differently 

than us. As humans we see colour 

through the spectrum from red to 

violet. Insects can see beyond violet, far into the ultra violet wavelengths. So, 

to an insect our yellow spring blooms are not yellow at all but blue or violet. 

Though bees can see ultraviolet they are blind to red light, as are most in-

sects apart from a few tropical butterflies. For this reason, there are hardly 

any red flowered plants in the native British flora. Birds however can see red 

light, though there are no British plants pollinated by birds. This is a phenom-

enon almost unique to the tropics and accounts for the riot of brightly col-

oured flowers found there. These plants are pitching their advertising at hum-

mingbirds and the few species of butterflies able to perceive red.  The one 

exception to this is the poppy, which although it is red, has petals that strong-

ly reflect ultra violet, making it clearly visible to British insects. 

But all this doesn’t explain why spring flowers are yellow. It may be that when 

light and temperatures are both still relatively low, producing yellow pigment 

takes less energy than any other colour (apart from green) or that in early spring many of 

the pollinating insects are flies, which even for an insect have a limited range of colour 

vision and can only distinguish the most reflective flowers. 

Mary Shotter 
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