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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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We are all used to the changing seasons, and the daily and weekly rhythms of 

life. The newsletter has its rhythms too, our waymarks for the year - the 

church festivals, the Stroud revels, the Flower Show, Bonfire Night etc. 

But now that rhythm seems to have gone, and I need to keep reminding 

myself what day of the week it is. 

You might think, as you look at the empty streets and shops that there’s 

nothing worth reporting in the newsletter; indeed you may feel that we 

shouldn’t have one at all, given the current situation. But there is a positive 

reason for keeping it going, for it remains a valuable means of 

communication, at a time when most of us are stuck at home. There is also a 

good story to tell, indeed many stories, as these pages show, of the huge 

burst of energy for the common good in Steep and Stroud. 

I doubt there is also a single person among us who does not feel close to the 

reality of this wretched virus. Our neighbour is a nurse at Southampton 

General hospital, and currently the manager of a COVID ward and she has 

written, on page 22, a vivid description of what life is like for her right now.  

I think that what I am trying to say is that we all, every single one of us, owe 

thanks to someone at this difficult time, and the theme of this newsletter is a 

simple one of thankfulness for all the acts of kindness and generosity that 

are going on in our community every day during this current crisis. There isn’t 

much hard news in these pages, but there are tales galore of good deeds and 

great achievements, and they are surely worth celebrating this memorable 

springtime.  

David Dobson. Editor 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

A SPRING TO REMEMBER 

 Front Page: Josh Baty delivering supplies. Thank you Josh and other volunteers. 
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VERA ELLIOTT  Widow, 94, living 

alone in Hays Cottages. 

“I can report that I am fine! I get all 

my meals from Bedales, and they 

are marvellous. I worked there for 

over twenty years of course. I ring up 

in the morning, tell them what I 

want, and it is all delivered later in 

the day – couldn’t be better!  In this 

fine weather I am getting out every 

day – walking is important to me – I 

go down to Dunhurst and on the way 

back stop for a rest in the bus 

shelter. Indoors I have the 

television, and I’m doing a bit of 

knitting – I also go out in the 

garden. Yes, life is a bit tiresome at 

the moment, but it’s the same for 

everyone isn’t it? Yes, I’m fine; no 

need to worry  about me!”  

FELIX BUTTERWORTH AGED 8 

I am an eight year old boy called 

Felix. I am in year four at Langrish 

Primary School. I would like to tell 

you what I think of home school 

during the coronavirus lockdown.  

An improvement from school is that 

us children get a lot more time to be 

creative and use our imagination. 

So far, I have been playing lots more 

games outside in our break times 

which we don’t have the time to play 

in school. Usually my friends and I 

only play tag but now we can play 

football, tennis and help with the 

gardening. The weather is also 

providing us with more time to go 

outside which is fantastic! 

Although, I am missing learning 

together with my friends and playing 

games with them. Our teachers 

have also always been able to help 

us in tricky situations unlike my 

parents who sometimes can’t help 

me with my learning and aren’t as 

patient!  Though I am struggling with 

some things it is easy to co-operate 

with my parents and I am getting on 

quite well with home school. (IT’S 

VERY FUN!) 

 

 HOW ARE YOU COPING ? 
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COPY FOR THE JUNE NEWSLETTER   

not later than Tuesday 19th May 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

SPRING 

Spring is yellow flowers gleaming,  

springing from the ground all around.  

Birds are tweeting all around in  

the sun.  

Bees are buzzing all around,  

to collect pollen for their hives.  

Lambs are jumping all around,  

eating fresh grass.  

By Leo Preece, 7 yrs 

I was talking to my neighbour when 

Leo came out and read us this poem 

which he had just written.            CS     

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

FOR SALE AT BEDALES  

Berkshire pig-

lets and Oxford 

Sandy & Black 

piglets. Ready 

from late May. £50 per piglet. 

Jacob lambs, Southdown lambs, 

Herdwick lambs. Available at vari-

ous times. £60 per lamb.  

Call Andrew Martin 07786 381427 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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Pig, the school’s Oxford Sandy and 

Black sow has given birth to a rec-

ord breaking (for here) 17 piglets. 

Bessie, the Berkshire sow, has deliv-

ered 11 piglets. 

Having never grown a thing, I have 

begun vegetable planting in our gar-

den with the children. Entrants to 

the Steep Flower Show can probably 

sleep easily, our only available wa-

tering can has been one of Edie’s 

bath toys. All in all we have never 

felt luckier to live here in Steep. 

Helen McNutt 

LIFE UNDER LOCKDOWN…HOW 

WE ARE COPING 

We live in the middle of Bedales; my 

husband Andrew is head of Outdoor 

Work, and part of his responsibilities 

involve running the school farm. Our 

children Edie (3), Raff (5) and Bear 

(8) are often out on the farm with 

him, so in this respect, lockdown 

hasn’t been that different to 

‘normal’ life. 

Although ever since ten o’clock two 

Friday nights ago our family has in-

creased by one. Lily the lamb  was 

born at the beginning of April, the 

second of twins. Sadly her mother 

did not take to her, so we have 

adopted her. Our children have tak-

en it in turns to bottle feed her, pet 

her, and, in the case of Edie, very 

nearly love her to death. At night Lily 

sleeps in our porch between our two 

slightly bewildered dogs. 

She’s not the only new arrival. Little 
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THE THURSDAY CLAP 

I think it originated in Italy, where 

Italians in Coronavirus lockdown 

gathered on their balconies to clap 

and serenade key medical workers. 

Now everywhere in UK at 8pm on 

Thursday evenings people come out 

of their front doors and for perhaps 

about five minutes give a whole-

hearted clap or other suitable ap-

plause to all those key workers from 

NHS, to care workers, to teachers, 

to supermarket staff and food pro-

ducers, to postmen and delivery 

drivers, to bin men and many more 

– those who are still out there, put-

ting themselves on the frontline, 

working to support those of us in 

lockdown and trying to keep the 

nation going. We salute you. In my 

part of Steep each Thursday even-

ing at the appointed time, faces 

appear from doorways and soon 

neighbours are lined up either side 

of Church Road, all rigidly keeping 

to our two metres and more dis-

tance apart. Many of us just heartily 

clap, one neighbour has a former 

workshop bell which she rings, fur-

ther along the road it sounds as if 

people are banging pots and pans 

or clappers, the son of another 

neighbour is sometimes enthusiasti-

cally playing his drum kit, another 

neighbour appears in his woolly hat 

and bangs his dustbins with a large 

stick. People call out to each other: 

“How are you doing? Are you Ok? 

This is the only time in the week that 

I get to see people! Never done so 

much gardening in all my life!”  

And what about you? What do you 

do in your area? 

Fran Box 

A CHANGE OF PACE 

My family has lived in Stroud since 

my great great Grandfather bought a 

cottage in 1933. My mother was 

born in that cottage and I now hap-

pen to live in the very same one. In a 

simpler time, my grandchildren 

would visit, and I could tell them 

about the 6 generations that passed 

through the door, but things are very 

different now. As a bathroom fitter 

my job has been put on hold during 

social distancing, giving me my first 

holiday in 15 years, so I’ve tried to 

keep busy and look at the positive 

side of keeping to the rules and 

staying at home. As my wife has 

been able to work, I’ve taken on all 

the chores of the house, making me 

appreciate ten times more all the 

things she does.  I’ve had to get 

used to taking things slowly - cutting 

the grass, tending to the garden and 

being constantly followed by two 

crazy dogs! It's a strange time but 

this could become a life changing 

experience for the better if we all 

remain positive and Stay at Home!  

 Jason Hickman 
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have managed to walk 5 miles every 

day so that when I go back to 

‘school’ I will have walked 105 miles 

on various routes surrounding 

Stroud.  One of my favourite walks 

to do is along the Ashford Hangers 

as all the bluebells make the forest 

look really pretty, especially with the 

lovely weather we’ve been having 

lately. 

Isla Fanshawe 

Year 8 (St Swithuns) 

Coming down from Ashford Hanger toward Ridge Common Lane  

(Dare we complain about anything when we live in this glorious countryside?) 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

In the current Situation, I have been 

making  lots of crafts that I 

otherwise wouldn’t have had the 

time to do. My friend and I are 

intending to have a stall at the 

Stroud Revels to raise money for 

charity, so we really hope this still 

goes on.  In the one week of online 

school I have had, I tried to create a 

solid routine so it would help me 

know when and what I was planning 

on doing that day. As it is now the 

holidays, I have had more time to 

spend walking my dog, Lucky. We 
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 

 CARER AND COMPANION  

Carer and Companion – qualified 

female aged 52 with full NVQ care 

training plus dementia and palliative 

experience and a passion for elderly 

care, would like to devote working life 

to caring in or near Alresford. 

Available Monday to Friday for 

companionship, good cooking, 

personal care, appointments, and all 

aspects of care. Advanced driver. Live 

in not required 07845 997 416  

tel:07845%20997%20416
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 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

STEEP VOLUNTEERS 

Following the escalation of the coro-

navirus crisis, Steep - along with so 

many other villages across the coun-

try - recognised the need to come 

together to support its community. It 

began with a Facebook post and 

quickly snowballed into what is now 

known as the Steep Volunteers. Just 

days before the first lockdown 

measures were initiated, leaflets 

were distributed all over the village 

asking if anyone could lend a hand, 

or if anyone needed any assistance. 

The initial response was overwhelm-

ing. Within the first week we heard 

from over 40 people wanting to help 

- we now have 107 registered - each 

offering to do whatever they could to 

ease the pressure on everyone in 

the village and lend a hand wherever 

necessary. We received generous 

offers of services from many differ-

ent residents, each of which was 

then relayed through further leaflets, 

and published on our website 

news.steep-pc.gov.uk which was 

kindly set up by Robin Hollington. 

The Bedales Delivery service, organ-

ised and executed by Matt Potts, 

was a huge hit for those house-

bound by lockdown measures - he 

has lost count of the number of de-

liveries he has made but reports that 

amongst other things villagers have 

bought 4620 eggs, 512kg of strong 

white flour and over 460 ready 

meals, kindly prepared on site by the 

Bedales catering team since the 

crisis began. Alongside that, the vol-

unteers have been busy, their most 

common requests to collect pre-

scriptions. We’ve organised the vol-

unteer effort geographically, making 

sure each area of the village is cov-

ered by those living in the immediate 

area. This means neighbours helping 

neighbours, strengthening communi-

cation and existing relationships 

within the village and bringing us all 

closer together, despite the bizarre 

circumstances.  

With our last leaflet drop we used 

the Parish Council mapping to make 

sure every household in Steep re-

ceived a leaflet. We would be grate-

ful if households who are happy to 

receive either email updates, or to 

check the web page for updates 

could let us know by emailing 

steepvolunteers@gmail.com or tele-

phoning 01730 268615 so that we 

can remove you from our distribution 

list should we need to send out 

more information. 

Ciara, Aoifean, Clare and Jim 

mailto:steepvolunteers@gmail.com
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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STROUD PARISH COUNCIL  

Dear Residents, 

I would firstly like to thank everyone 

in our community who has 

volunteered to help their neighbours 

during these difficult days and 

weeks. Even popping to the shops 

and collecting medicines (not that 

this is an easy task) as this can be a 

life line for those who are self-

isolating. Everyone in the village 

should have received a leaflet 

through their door from those who 

are able to offer help. Thanks to 

Lynda and Jo, please contact them if 

you wish to join the Stroud WhatApp 

group. Everyone has really come 

together (in a virtual way) which is 

great to see that we are all still 

communicating.  

We at the Parish Council can 

signpost people to organisations 

that offer specialised support for 

example, Age Concern or 

Samaritans. Hampshire County 

Council, East Hampshire District 

Council and Community First, 

together with Agencies Working 

Together have a network of charities 

that can provide food boxes from 

the local food banks, arrange 

transport to hospital appointments, 

assisting domestic abuse victims, 

offer counselling for those who are 

struggling with anxiety or other 

mental health issues to name just a 

few. The information can be found 

in our Community Information Box 

in Ramsdean Road, on our website 

www.stroud-pc.gov.uk, on East 

Hants DC website 

www.easthants.gov.uk or the 

Community First website 

www.CFirst.org.uk. Also shared on 

the Parish Council’s and District 

Councils social media pages. Please 

see below for further advice that is 

available: 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

East Hampshire District Council has 

joined forces with Hampshire 

County Council, voluntary groups 

and other district and boroughs 

across the county to set up the 

Coronavirus Hampshire Helpline. 

The line can be used by residents 

who do not have support from 

families, friends or their local 

community, and who need urgent 

assistance with essential food or 

household supplies, collection of 

medication, or who are at risk of 

loneliness. 

The number - 0333 370 4000 – will 

be manned seven days a week, 

from 9am-5pm. 

Anyone willing to volunteer for the 

community effort can also do so 

through www.volunteerwessex.org 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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A new local community website for 

coronavirus support which has been 

was very kindly built by Malcolm, 

website co-ordinator of Liss Mens 

Shed. Malcolm has worked tirelessly 

over the last couple of weeks to put 

this website together and would very 

much appreciate some help to 

promote it to our local communities. 

The website covers Liss, Petersfield 

and the surrounding areas. Malcolm 

would also welcome suggestions of 

any other services or information 

that are not included (particularly for 

the wellness section). Please use the 

'suggestions' tab on the website to 

send through your ideas.  

https://www.pfresourcehub.org.uk  

HAMPSHIRE MACMILLAN CITIZENS 

ADVICE SERVICE  

Our Service is operating during the 

current Covid-19 pandemic as 

normally as we can. We are unable 

to see clients face to face but can 

take referrals and give advice by 

phone or email on benefits/grants/

blue badges/housing and more for 

those affected by cancer who are 

living in or being treated in 

Hampshire.  

We can be contacted Monday - 

Friday on: 0344 847 7727 Extended 

times: 9am - 4pm Email: 

macmillan.cahampshire@cabnet.org

.uk 

AGE CONCERN 

Age Concern Petersfield have a 

fantastic set up with Churchers 

College who are cooking us two 

course meals for us to deliver on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. The price 

is £4 per meal, and we are providing 

these on a trust basis with 

recipients settling up once this is all 

over. We have a team of volunteer 

drivers delivering the meals in 

throwaway containers. 

 At the moment this is covering our 

existing lunch club clients, and 

others that we are in contact with. 

But Churchers have the kitchen 

facilities to expand. 

Therefore if you know of anyone in 

your community that would really 

benefit from having a meal delivered 

once or twice a week then please let 

me know. I'd like to keep this to the 

most vulnerable at this time so that 

we can manage deliveries, drivers etc. 

[Bedales have set up a similar 

Frozen meal delivery service for £2 

please contact 

steepvolunteers@gmail.com  

 01730 268615 or 

revjohn@gmail.com for further 

details]   

PETERSFIELD COMMUNITY RADIO 

updates the local community each 

morning with a daily report.  

about:blank
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PETERSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL are 

working with Petersfield residents 

who have volunteered to help during 

the coronavirus crisis. They have set 

up the Petersfield Coronvirus Help 

Network see below for further 

information: 

So thank you for staying at home 

and following social distancing 

guidance. Some of our local farmers 

are now lambing so please stick to 

the footpaths and quietly pass the 

sheep when you are out exercising. 

Please note that the Playground is 

closed but will reopen once the 

lockdown is lifted. 

Please speak to a local councillor or 

email Cllr Michelle Snow: 

michelle.snow@stroud-pc.gov.uk or 

Mrs Liz Foulston the Parish Clerk: 

clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk for help and 

advice. 

Thank you and Stay safe. 

 

FLOREAT STROUD 

It is one of the ironies of the 

lockdown that just when we are 

confined to our homes in glorious 

weather and finally have time to 

attend to all those seasonal outdoor 

jobs, all the garden centres are 

shut.  In Stroud we have been 

getting around this by the good old-

fashioned methods of donation and 

bartering, enabled via the modern 

medium of the Stroud Community 

Watch group on WhatsApp (very 

kindly set up by Jo and Lynda). 

Shasta daisies and Hemerocallis 

daylilies have spread their way 

around the village from Ramsdean 

Road, Mahonia and Buddleia have 

moved from Stroudfields to North 

Stroud Lane, and wooden planks for 

raised vegetable beds have been 

transported across the water 

meadow by foot, hopefully to 

produce a bumper crop. 

If anybody has any plants they 

would like to see wander around the 

village then do please let us know 

on the WhatsApp group. (Details of 

how to join the group can be found 

on the Stroud Village Facebook 

page.) 

Nicola Lucas 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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THANK YOU TO THE STEEP 

SUPPORT NETWORK  

We would like to say a huge thank 

you to the volunteers of the Steep 

Support Network who are assisting 

those who need help and support at 

this time. We would also like to say 

a big thank you to the extremely 

generous and kind donor of £500 to 

support the volunteer effort. It is 

remarkable and heart-warming to 

hear about such wonderful stories 

of help and support at this difficult 

time and are very proud to be part 

of such a caring community.  

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

In these unusual times we are doing 

everything we can to keep business 

running as normal whilst also taking 

government advice and helping our 

community wherever possible and 

necessary.  

We are continuing to hold Parish 

Council meetings, albeit virtually. 

The next meeting will be held on 

Monday 4th May. If you would like 

to submit public comment, please 

do so in advance to Jenny 

Hollington at 

Jenny.Hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk. 

Members of the public can join the 

online Microsoft Teams meeting 

using the code available on the 

agenda. As usual, the agenda can 

be found on the noticeboards or on 

our website.  

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

It looks likely that the Steep Annual 

Parish Assembly, which was 

planned for 19th May will not be 

able to go ahead – we will keep you 

up-dated on this meeting.   

COMMUNITY DROP-IN SESSIONS 

As advised in the previous 

newsletter, the community drop-in 

sessions regarding the Church 

Road site have been postponed 

until it is safe to do so and we will 

advise once they have been 

rescheduled. We would encourage 

you to email Jenny Martin or Jenny 

Hollington at jenny.martin@steep-

pc.gov.uk or 

jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk 

with your suggestions and ideas in 

the meantime.  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

mailto:Jenny.Hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.martin@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk


18 

  

  



19 

struck up a particular friendship with 

Karin Antonini and helped care for 

her until she moved to a nursing 

home, not all that long ago. 

Today, Carol is bent nearly double – 

she won’t mind my saying that for 

she doesn’t flinch from the truth -  

but she is still there at the  stables 

early every morning, dressed 

smartly, well groomed and spreading 

good cheer, whatever the weather. 

Not surprisingly, she has a wealth of 

friends and well-wishers. 

Later each day, around four or five, 

Carol does her afternoon stint, and I 

joined her there a few days ago. I 

arrived early and looked inside her 

cosy stable, where above a pile of 

clean straw was a large notice on 

the wall, “Hedgehog Home”. 

Apparently there are six regular 

residents, which come out at night, 

and need lot of cleaning up, 

according to Carol – hedgehog poo I 

gather is particularly pungent and all 

pervading. 

THE CARER 

We first met Carol and her beautiful 

horse Ferrari soon after we moved 

to Steep Marsh in the mid-

seventies. Ferrari was a retired 

Argentinian polo pony of 

impeccable breeding and manners, 

and Carol lavished daily care and 

attention on her, as well as riding 

her in stately fashion around our 

lanes. We didn’t notice the birds 

and the cats in those days but they 

were there, being cared for too. 

Sadly, the riding days came to an 

end, and Ferrari eventually died – 

and there seemed to be more 

wreaths and bouquets of flowers for  

that horse than for most funerals; 

but Carol went on caring for more 

horses, (we remember especially 

Toffee, the little pony whose ashes 

lie nearby , and who saw all three 

Read boys through their riding 

lessons), for a goat too, and two pet 

sheep, plus of course the cats and 

the birds. 

Years passed, and came the time 

when the devoted carer needed 

care herself. She also found herself 

homeless, and fortunately she was 

able to move into one of the Eames  

almshouses. That began another 

phase of Carol’s life, when caring 

for the other residents  was added 

to the care of her animals. She 

Hedgehogs sleeping  
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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brought, and with the quietest of 

whooshes they swooped down, 

grabbed the food and were off and 

away. 

Caring for others, especially her 

animals, is Carol’s life, her driving 

force. 

And that’s all I want to say really, 

except that as we feel immense 

gratitude towards the courageous 

and hardworking members of our 

NHS and other key workers we also 

become acutely aware of the need 

to care for the carers –   Carol 

included. 

David Dobson 

Carol arrived a few minutes later, 

and as she did so I noticed no less 

than eight blackbirds perched 

nearby, waiting for their feast of 

corn and other goodies. Sparrows 

gathered, Wood Pigeons, two 

Collared Doves, and a prospecting 

Yellowhammer, while across the 

paddock trotted two ponies for their 

daily peppermint. Meanwhile our 

beagle sat patiently, confident that 

a biscuit would be her reward. 

“Look up!” said Carol and then I saw 

them; two Red Kites   gently 

wheeling around. Their treat was a 

little pile of chicken skins Carol had 

THE FROXFIELD CHOIR 

Froxfield Choir is alive and well and 

undertaking other ventures whilst 

operating in a distributed fash-

ion.  For example, some of our 

members have taken part in the 

stayathomechoir.  Their first perfor-

mance was Vivaldi’s Gloria, accom-

panied by the Royal Philharmonic 

Orchestra, and you can listen to the 

result here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=S0t2ni2QwY8&feature=youtu.be 

Others are simply enjoying singing 

at home, and at least one joined in 

the Carers’ Clap with the rainbow 

theme, singing ‘Somewhere over 

the Rainbow’ outside on their balcony. 

 

We will be back, better than ever, 

and will continue to post snippets of 

news as they come in. 

Hope you are all keeping well 

Fiona Harvey 

Publicity Officer Froxfield Choir 

07773178426  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0t2ni2QwY8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0t2ni2QwY8&feature=youtu.be


22 

GRACE IN ACTION 

My name is Grace. I live in Steep 

Marsh and work as a nurse 

manager (Senior Sister) at 

Southampton General Hospital. Two 

weeks ago I ran the stroke unit but 

then we were told to convert to a 

Covid ward and that meant eleven 

days on the trot for me as we got the 

new arrangements going.  

There are now eight Covid wards in 

the hospital. Acute cases go into the 

Intensive Care wards, currently with 

50 beds, increasing to 150 as the 

demand increases, with further 

plans in place for 300 - if required. 

My day starts at six, when I set off 

from home – and here there some 

positives, for the roads are now 

clear, and I see lots of wildlife – 

badgers, foxes, and of course 

rabbits. Once in the hospital we get 

properly dressed, and at eight 

o’clock we gather for the first 

meeting of the day – doctors, senior 

nurses, therapists. I usually take 

charge at that meeting (I’m a bit 

bossy!) and here we delegate tasks. 

One the most important of those 

tasks is contacting relatives, for of 

course they cannot visit the sick. A 

lot of my own time is taken up with 

supporting my own staff – they need  

a lot of help and reassurance. Our 

Clinical Psychologist has been very 

helpful by the way. 

I have a total of 70 nurses on my 

ward, and at the moment 16 are off 

sick. I have six junior nurse 

managers (Sisters),  and in our ward 

there are 30 beds. Right now we 

have10 patients, so still have spare 

capacity. Overall, we have 150 

confirmed Covid patients in the 

hospital, with many more showing 

the symptoms and being treated.  

How do I feel about all of this? Well, 

it is certainly a challenge we have 

never faced before, and I find the 

whole situation very strange. I also 

find it very tiring. Over the years as a 

nurse manager I have disciplined 

myself never to take work home, but 

this time it is different; I bring work 

home, worry about things, and sleep 

badly. My main worry is that we 

nursing staff will catch the virus – 

we wear all the right kit of course, 

and before leaving for home we all 

have a good shower, but I still worry, 

and worry too about passing on the 

virus to my husband and children. 

It isn’t all bad of course. There is the 

satisfaction of making patients well 

and seeing them go home. This 

crisis has certainly brought the NHS 

family together, and I really do think 

we are united in our wish to do our 

best. And yes, the strong support of 

the public is a massive boost- 

please keep it up! 
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verges to keep the trucks off and on 

odd spots of grass. I am 

proposing we plant small apple, 

plum and cherry trees. Each will 

have a support post and reflective 

marker and we will need a small 

group of locals to annually prune to 

prevent them getting too big. East 

Hants Council want to plant 

120,000 trees so this could be a 

good local response and they will 

look amazing in the spring. 

Simon Hawkes 

 

FLOWERS AND PLANTS 

Tony’s flowers and plants are still for 

sale in aid of local charities outside 

the Harrow. 

Hi David, sorry for the delayed reply I 

was trying to get everything done so 

I could hide away for a couple of 

weeks and avoid the 

current madness.  

Well background wise I used to live 

in Egham where I used to help the 

local Tree Warden. I have a wife, 

Great Dane, 2 guinea pigs and 12 

chickens (I volunteer as a re-homer 

for British hen welfare trust and 

bring home the ones too poorly to re-

home), We moved here in 2012 to 

live off-grid and retire, the former so 

far more successful than the latter.  

One thing I am interested in doing as 

Tree Warden is to create a ‘Steep 

Orchard’ Instead of ugly plastic 

bollards, rocks and posts along the 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW TREE WARDEN  

The great beech at the foot of the hangers; a casualty of last year’s autumn gales 
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STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

Unfortunately the current 

restrictions mean that we are 

unable to hold our plant sale on 9th 

May as planned. However we hope 

that if things are relaxed a bit in the 

weeks immediately following it 

might be possible to have a pop-up 

sale, possibly in the car park of the 

village hall.  Watch out for pink 

posters round the village with 

details.  Watch out too in Church 

Road and Harrow Lane for plants on 

sale at the gate. 

We very much hope that the show 

itself will go forward as planned, and 

you will find the schedule with the 

next newsletter.  It is on line at 

steepvillage.com Surely by August 

Bank Holiday weekend there will be 

some return to normality. 

The jam-making season will soon be 

with us.  By all means re-use your 

Bon Maman and similar jars, but do 

remember to have a couple of plain 

jars if you intend it for the show; 

commercial jars will mean 

disqualification.  This is not our rule; 

as an affiliated organisation we 

have to comply with the W.I. and 

R.H.S. standards. 

Keep safe and happy growing. 

Kate Ford 

262890 

1837 CRICKETING GLORY FOR 

STEEP FOLLOWED BY VILLAGE 

JOLLITIES 

I make no apologies for the fact that 

the following account has nothing 

whatsoever to do with Coronavirus. 

It seemed fortuitous to sidestep the 

present gloom and to pursue a ‘feel 

good factor’ in village history. I 

decided to research early records of 

cricket as first played in Steep and 

what happened.  

In 1837, Church Road, Steep was no 

more than a track across an area of 

common land. Steep was a 

community of largely isolated farms 

with small hamlets at Dunhill, 

Ashford and Steep Marsh. The 

widowed Admiral Edward Hawker 

had recently come to live with his 

family at Ashford Lodge. He may well 

have been one of the instigators of 

this match. His son William Henry 

Hawker, later to become vicar of 

Steep in 1868, would have been 

about nine years old. It is reported 

that William Hawker later wrote of a 

cricket match that took place 

between local farmers in his diaries. 

The following account seems to have 

been something similar. 

The earliest record found of a local 

game was that played on 9th June 

1837. A report the following week in 

the Hampshire Advertiser 
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newspaper gives details. The match 

was played on Steep Common 

between two teams picked from the 

farmers of Steep and those of 

neighbouring parishes. The weather 

was somewhat unfavourable, but 

not so much that it hindered the 

play. About 500 people came to 

watch and join in the later 

proceedings. After the first innings, 

the players and their guests, 

numbering about thirty six in all, sat 

down to an excellent lunch. One 

presumes this meal was outside, or 

possibly in tents, as in 1837 neither 

the Steep National School, the 

Victorian School, or Bedales were 

present in the village. Suitably 

fortified, the teams played the 

second innings after this meal. The 

local spectators must have been 

overjoyed to watch the Steep side 

become the victors. Sadly the score 

is not recorded. After the match 

ended, all kinds of rural sports took 

place. There was climbing the 

greasy pole, a sack race, diving for 

oranges, eating treacled rolls and 

‘women running for tea’. One 

presumes this last was a women’s 

race perhaps running with tea trays. 

It is heartening to think that the 

women also had a special place in 

the jollities, rather than their usual 

subservient role. The account 

generally paints a cheery picture of 

the people of Steep and others from 

nearby, enjoying a heartily good day 

of entertainment both sporting and 

otherwise, with ‘much mirth’. 

Three days later a cricket match was 

played between the second eleven 

teams of Steep and Petersfield, 

which was again a victory for Steep 

by 126. Our village team made 121 

in the first innings and 95 in the 

second. Petersfield were 42 in the 

first innings and 48 in the second. A 

return match was booked to be 

played the following Monday at 

Petersfield Heath. The newspaper of 

the following week reported that 

Steep also won the return match, 

this time by five wickets. 

Perhaps no chance of much cricket 

in Steep in the present 2020 

lockdown situation at time of writing 

this. Be heartened however and 

bask in Steep’s former glory.  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

At present Steep Cricket Teams are 

raring to go as soon as they get the 

all clear from the powers that be.  

A lot of mowing and rolling has 

taken place and several players 

have embarked on Light Training 

with wives and children (and the  

odd dog).  

 



26 

  
 

 
Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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GONE OUT. 
 

The House of God is shut. 

What? 

The House of God is shut, 

but he’s out there on the wards working long shifts. 

He stands terrified by beds, 

helping, soothing, (see only his eyes), 

watching, 

fighting for your breath. 

The House of God is closed, doors locked, 

it says: GONE OUT. 

But look! He’s there standing in the queue 

holding someone’s list, doing his bit, 

shopping, his strong hands carrying 

what you need. 

He’s human after all, 

no doubt of it. 

Fiona Littlejohn 
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Bubbles Silk.  Hugh Routh provided 

us with a lovely part peal of bells at 

Steep which has found its way to 

YouTube.   

 

At Steep School, the clergy weekly 

Collective Worship found its way 

into the extensive home learning 

resources provided by Mrs Romans 

and her staff team. Eric Mackrell, 

the chair of governors, was 

hospitalised with Covid-19 but is 

making a good recovery. Community 

self-help has been much in action 

with volunteer support groups 

operating in both Steep, Steep 

Marsh and Stroud. Ciara McDonald 

has been co-ordinating Steep 

Volunteers. Her father, Jim, has 

been in hospital and we wish him 

well. Bedales Catering has been 

offering a home shop service in the 

community: their shepherd’s pies 

are enjoying a good reputation. 

Anne Grove, the church 

administrator, has been active in 

The Harrow closed. Who can 

remember such a time? That was 

bad enough, but when the 

Archbishops said the church 

buildings needed to close too, there 

were questions for me to answer. 

‘Will you Zoom, YouTube or Live 

Stream?’ I didn’t really know, but 

there was plenty of informed advice 

and help, and services eventually 

found their way onto our own 

YouTube channel, ‘Steep and 

Froxfield Churches’. Revd Susie and 

I entered a learning curve and the 

invitation was issued for people to 

join us on Wednesdays at 5pm and 

Sundays at 10am, a pattern since 

retained. There were many new 

things to learn: the concept of story 

boards, Quick Time video formats, 

adding hymn words to a sound track 

and how to join two video clips 

without making the vicar look 

comical. When Easter at last arrived, 

along with the beautiful spring 

weather there were many who 

helped us sing some Alleluias: a 

group of Bedales staff singers 

recorded hymns while one of our 

parish organists played Hornpipe at 

home, from Handel’s Water Music. A 

flower-decorated Cross appeared 

outside Steep Church at the Easter 

week end, for which we thank 

 CHURCH NEWS 

John and Susie’s Sunday service 
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keeping us informed via weekly 

news sheets. Anne has also been 

contacting wedding couples, some 

of whose wedding dates this year 

have been postponed. It’s hard for 

those plans to be so rudely 

disrupted at that stage in people’s 

lives. Saddest of all have been 

graveside funerals where family 

attendance has been necessarily 

limited. The Church of England has 

suspended fees in recognition of the 

heartache being caused. We’re glad 

that several families have already 

said they’d like to hold a memorial 

service later in the year when 

tributes and thanksgiving can be 

offered properly, with attendance 

from family, friends and neighbours. 

It has been odd for me, as for my 

fellow clergy, to be in ministry but 

not in church, where clergy identity 

is affirmed by what we are seen to 

do. The phone call, the WhatsApp 

conversation and the text, have all 

been helpful to stay in contact. 

Recently the local clergy have 

discovered the usefulness of Zoom 

conferencing. Susie has taken on 

our benefice Face Book page with 

enthusiasm, while Fran Box tweets 

regularly on the Steep Church 

account. I’ve found that 

remembering people in prayer each 

day acquires a significance which in 

more ‘normal’ times is sometimes 

eclipsed. I wonder too what sort of 

church we shall have in the future, 

and whether the church’s forced 

incursion into worship online will 

shape the way it interacts with those 

who don’t go to church, but enjoy 

looking in on church activities, 

including worship. 

There is good news to be found. Sue 

Jones has been busy exploring 

Reader ministry, and if all the 

preparations can be completed in 

time, hopes to begin her two year 

training at Portsmouth Pathway, the 

diocesan training school. Readers 

assist in the life of the church by 

leading services and preaching, 

visiting people, and administering 

Holy Communion to those who are 

sick. Sue is a former head teacher 

and brings a wealth of experience to 

this voluntary role in the church. 

John Owen 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS: 

BURIALS:   

Christine Heather BRIDGES    

Aged 67                     23rd March 

Johanna Annemarie SCHELTEMA 

(ashes) Aged 87     25th March 

Denise RAWLINS    

Aged 91     3rd April 
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PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm in our own homes. 

Please join us wherever you are. 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

