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For around six weeks from the 

end of April, the fields around 

Stroud and Steep are trans-

formed into a giant outdoor 

maternity unit, as they are 

every year.  

If you have ever wondered 

how nearly 2,000 lambs are 

delivered safely and without 

fuss, you can hear sheep 

farmer Andrew Snow of Roth-

ercombe Farm describing the 

ups and downs of the lambing 

season in an interview for Pe-

tersfield’s Shine Radio. 

Andrew and his trio of collies 

feature on an episode of Dogs 

with Jobs, the popular podcast dedicated to the area’s working dogs. On the 

programme, he explains all to another Stroud resident, presenter Kate Fair-

weather, in an interview recorded in the lull before the start of his busiest 

season, we hear Andrew wax lyrical about his favourite part of the job - the 

sheepdogs.  He explains how each one has their own particular strengths and 

preferences, how he trains the dogs separately, so they avoid picking up each 

other’s less desirable habits, and how they work as a team.  

It’s interesting to hear about Andrew’s knack for spotting raw herding talent 

in a six-week old puppy; apparently the best sheepdogs often display their 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  

HOW A TRIO OF COLLIES HELPS STROUD SHEEP FARMER ANDREW 

SNOW DURING LAMBING SEASON 
By Kate Fairweather  

Cover photograph by Hew Granlund  
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innate herding instinct in the 

family home, when they attempt 

to round up his children’s guinea 

pigs! He also explains how they 

work together and separately to 

round up sheep, separate any 

ewes having trouble from the 

rest of the field, and all the while 

keeping the fields calm and serene for all those lambs.  

Andrew introduces Gary, who has retired to the farmhouse where he is living 

the life of riley with the family labrador.  Out in the kennels, team leader Max 

(five) remains top dog, though retains a worrying interest in the family guinea 

pigs. Joe (two) fancies his chances for the top job since becoming a dad to 

Edie’s puppies over the winter months. Now the pups have left home, Edie 

(five) is back to work full time. Dogs are clearly adored by Andrew and his 

family, but they are also fundamental to the smooth running of the lambing 

season, which means long hard days for dogs and family alike. 

With around a thousand expectant ewes on the farm, things can get a little 

intense.  You can hear the interview and the dogs, at shineradio.uk/

dogswithjobs. Or search for Dogs with Jobs wherever you get your podcasts.  

Do you work your dog? Get in touch with Kate Fairweather if you would be 

interested in participating in the programme.  And if you’re interested in vol-

unteering with Petersfield’s community radio, just email team@shineradio or 

call 01730 555500.  

25 YEARS AGO 
STEEP AUTUMN SHOW 

 Are you feeling discouraged by the late start this year? Here are a few 

words of encouragement from ‘One Who Knows’. ‘You MUST grow your own 

vegetables and bore your friends to death with the current state of your broccoli/

Swiss chard/mangetout peas/zucchini. Smile knowingly when they question the 

economic viability of such a pastime (the flavour makes up for the fact that, 

labour included, your mangetouts have cost you 40p a pod). There really is no 

flavour like home-grown vegetables, pock-marked by flea beetles, scalloped by 

pea and bean weevils and riddled with wireworm holes.’ Alan Titchmarsh 

http://shineradio.uk/dogswithjobs
http://shineradio.uk/dogswithjobs
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

The Annual Parish Assembly and 

AGM will now both take place 

on Tuesday, 4th May at 7.00 

p.m.  The meetings will be held via 

Teams and details of how to join the 

meetings will be available via the 

agendas which will be advertised on 

the website and noticeboards in 

advance of the meetings. 

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
267784 or steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Stroud Village Hall  

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
When allowed we meet at the  

Physic Garden 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STANDING SOLDIER MISSING  

Jenny Hollington 

Just asking if people could keep an 

eye out for my missing standing sol-

der from the War Memorial.    As 

Suzanne says, he 

might have been 

thrown over a 

hedge some-

where ..   

 I’d really like him 

back if possible – 

he was a bit bat-

tered (his head had 

fallen off at one 

stage but Tony 

Knights managed 

to put him back together again) but 

he was made for me by a friend af-

ter they had sold out on-line. 

 DIARY DATES 

COPY FOR THE JUNE NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 19th May 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

lutions

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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STEEP FLOWER SHOW  ANNUAL 

PLANT SALE 

Saturday 8th May, 

If you take a walk along Church 

Road on the morning of Saturday 

8th May, you will find Steep Flower 

Show’s annual plant sale, spread 

out because of covid. Plants will be 

on sale at 60, 73 and 104 Church 

Road from 10am until 12.30. (60 is 

next to Bedales entrance, 104,  

Restalls, is next the church and 73, 

Merries, is on the other side of the 

road about half way between.)  To 

minimise cash handling we are not 

pricing individual plants but will be 

asking for donations.  Remember to 

bring a bag (or two) to carry away 

your purchases. Drinks and cakes 

will be available at Restalls, and we 

suggest you might like to bring your 

own mug.  

Any spare plants you have will be 

gratefully received. You can drop 

them off at any of the venues on 

Friday 7th. 

A new item this year (weather  

permitting) will be a talk on the com-

mon by Steve Amos, the Petersfield 

Post’s gardening columnist, who is 

going to tell us about propagating 

and growing dahlias.  Numbers for 

this will be limited to 30. 

Do you enjoy coming to the show? 

Do you exhibit?  Would you consider 

joining the committee?  Three of our 

longest serving members are intend-

ing to step down and new blood is 

needed. It’s very rewarding and a lot 

of fun. For more information talk to 

one of the stallholders at the plant 

sale, or ring the chairman, Judy 

Thompson, 01730 267362. 

Looking ahead to the show itself – 

this is our centenary year.  For a 

hundred years there has been a 

show in Steep, broken by the war 

years, and also a brief gap in the 

1960s.  Help us make this one  

really special, and ensure that the 

show continues in Steep for many 

years more. 

Kate Ford 

01730 262890 

lutions 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

The newsletter generates revenue from our advertisers but does not  

endorse their services  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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Sent into our little-used sitting room 

for some Sunday-best wine glasses, 

I was confronted by the familiar 

sight of old – an inglenook fireplace 

full of twigs, and much rustling up 

the chimney. Very annoying in one 

other respect; we’d hoped to have a 

fire in that room during the coming 

cold spell.  But no matter; we imme-

diately moved into the ‘cherish the 

birds’ mode and will leave them 

undisturbed until they’ve gone – 

enjoying on the way the anticipation 

of the emergence of the babies and 

their first flight. 

After that, it’s back to the builder! 

THEY’RE BACK! 
David Dobson 

Two years ago I wrote about our 

battle with a pair of Jackdaws 

who each spring half-filled our 

sitting room with twigs as they 

attempted to nest in the chim-

ney. All inducements to get them 

to leave were unsuccessful, and 

we eventually lost patience and 

got a builder in to put a jackdaw-

proof bonnet on the top.  Of 

course, we rather missed the 

companiable cawing of these 

birds, and we missed the annual 

supply of kindling wood, but we 

did not miss the dirt and the days of 

clearing up when they were finally 

gone. 

Came Easter Day this year, and for 

the first time in a long time we were 

able to have lunch in the garden 

with one of our children. We sat out-

side, warmed by the sun, and 

warmed too by the wonderful Easter 

service in the churchyard an hour 

earlier. We had time to listen to the 

birds, including our friendly jack-

daws – this time secure in the 

knowledge that they could be no 

more than passing visitors. 

Wrong!  

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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Readers may wonder what the con-

nection is between St Helena and 

Steep and the short answer is me, 

for I  was brought up in Steep, and 

am now the Deputy 

Governor of St Hele-

na. But more than 

that, I am living in 

the very house that 

Napoleon lived in for 

the first months of 

his exile here. 

The Briars Pavilion was the summer 

house in the grounds of the much 

grander Briars House (now demol-

ished) inhabited by William Bal-

combe, the Administrator for the 

East India Company.  Napoleon be-

came good friends with his 13-year-

old daughter, Betsy, and her great 

granddaughter donated the Briars 

Pavilion to the French Government 

in 1959.  

It is a bit like living in a National 

Trust property, for the Briars Pavilion 

is a museum, with the walls of every 

room decked with pictures of Napo-

leon memorabilia, and tourist visits 

twice a week (before Covid that is). 

My wife and I enjoy a relaxing drink 

on the terrace most evenings, where 

Napoleon allegedly sat and enjoyed 

similar activities, and as we look out 

onto the beautiful garden, we under-

stand why he so loved his time in 

this house.  

In December 1815, Napoleon 

moved to Longwood House (which 

he hated) following   

renovations to 

make the house 

suitable for a Gen-

eral – not, please 

note, an Emperor.   

Fuelled by Gover-

nor Hudson-Lowe’s 

paranoia that Na-

poleon was plotting to escape, his 

movements in and around Long-

wood House became more and 

more restricted, and towards the 

end of his life he never left the 

house. He died from stomach can-

cer on 5 May 1821.  

Napoleon’s disputes with the Gover-

nor continued even after his death. 

Napoleon asked to be buried in Par-

is, but Governor Hudson-Lowe insist-

ed on St Helena, and ordered that 

the burial site inscription should 

read ‘Napoleon Bonaparte’ while 

Napoleon’s friends, General  

Montholon and General Bertrand, 

wanted the Imperial title ‘Napoleon’,  

This burial site is now an empty 

tomb, for Napoleon’s body was re-

turned to Paris in 1840, and it re-

mains nameless as the inscription 

dispute was never resolved. 

By Greg Gibson 

5 MAY 2021 – BICENTENARY OF NAPOLEON DEATH ON ST HELENA  
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a unique experience, excitement 

levels rising in anticipation of the 

monthly supply ship.  A pre-ordered 

bag of fruit has to last to the next 

ship.  Sometimes food shortages are 

prevalent but ‘Saint’ hospitality, and 

a degree of bartering, ensures no-

body goes hungry.  Shopping can be 

a lengthy process, as obtaining the 

provisions sometimes takes second 

place to acquiring island gossip!  

Sadly, the extensive plans to com-

memorate Napoleon’s death and to 

promote St Helena worldwide and 

encourage tourism have been cur-

tailed because of the covid pandem-

ic.  Nevertheless, St Helena still in-

tends to reach an international audi-

ence through live streaming of three 

key events:    

• On 5 May, all on the island (which 

remains covid free by the way) are 

invited to Longwood House to com-

memorate Napoleon’s death with 

readings and music.   

• On 6 May, a Catholic mass, in Lat-

in, will take place at Longwood 

House.   

• On 9 May, a ceremony at the Tomb 

will mark the 200th anniversary of 

Napoleon’s burial. 

More details on the programme can 

be found here: Home 

(napoleon200.sh)     Greg Gibson 

Briars Pavilion, St Helena STHL 1ZZ, 

South Atlantic Ocean 

But what about St Helena today? 

The island – a UK Overseas Territory 

-  is a third of the size of the Isle of 

Wight, stuck in the middle of the 

Atlantic 1,200 miles due west from 

Southern Africa, a single volcanic 

outcrop that makes Steep look flat.  

First settled by Britain in 1659, the 

island is remembered for two sub-

stantive contributions to the British 

Empire. The first was as a place of 

exile, most notably for Napoleon. 

Secondly, it was until the Suez Canal 

opened in 1869 a waystation for 

200 years when it re-supplied 

around 1,000 ships a year en route 

to and from  South Africa, India and 

the Far East. It thus had a thriving 

economy. These days St Helena is 

now almost entirely dependent on 

imports for everything, and receives 

substantial financial aid from the UK. 

St Helena hit the headlines several 

years ago when the airport was 

built, opening the island up as a 

fabulous tourist destination for walk-

ing, diving (including swimming with 

whale sharks), and Napoleonic his-

tory. The extreme isolation has pre-

served its Georgian feel and rural 

mid-20th century lifestyle. People 

talk to each other here rather than 

bury their heads in mobile phones!  

St Helena’s 4,500 people enjoy a 

tropical climate and slower, almost 

crime-free, pace of life. Shopping is 

http://napoleon200.sh/
http://napoleon200.sh/
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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TEA FOR (TWENTY) TWO 
Rollo Wicksteed 

As I sit down to pen a few words 

about the prospects for the cricket 

season it is snowing and we’ve 

turned up the heating. However by 

the time this reaches you it will be 

May and cricket should be in full 

swing in Steep as it has been for at 

least 125 years. Thanks to a lot of 

work by the players the ground is 

looking lovely and several of them 

have even braved the elements for a 

little practice. 

One of the things they all look for-

ward to is the “Cricket Tea”, an im-

portant part of village cricket for 

centuries (and ducks!). Traditionally 

Steep’s Fixture List was strongly 

influenced by the quality of tea pro-

vide by the opposition, with extra 

points for starched linen and pretty 

girls bringing round the teapot. To-

day it is sadly a little less romantic 

with many of our fixtures decreed by 

the Committee of the Hampshire 

League. Some years ago one of our 

opponents directed us to an ice 

cream van on the other side of 

Southsea Common. 

When the Club restarted after the 

war Steep’s teas were famous; they 

were taken at The Harrow and it is 

no coincidence that the Club  

Captain (Eddie Mcutcheon) was des-

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The council have been busy plan-

ning upcoming projects including 

the A272 safety improvements, the 

installation of additional step free 

kissing gates on local paths and the 

replacement of the flooring under 

the park’s play equipment. Look out 

for progress on all of these in the 

coming months.  

A big thank to all the local residents 

who have been helping keep our 

village tidy this past year. Lock-

downs have increased the amount 

of people making use of our beauti-

ful footpaths; but litter volumes 

have also increased as a result.  

Stroud is looking for additional 

Speed Watch volunteers. Please 

contact Carl.Foulston@stroud-

pc.gov.uk if you would like to be 

involved.  

The council have recently welcomed 

Tom North as a new councillor. Tom 

moved with his young family to the 

new Stroudfields development from 

Petersfield in late 2019.  

The date of the next Parish Council 

meeting is 5th May at 7.30 pm. 

Hopefully the last one to be held 

online. The agenda will be posted at 

stroud-pc.gov.uk. 
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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As we go to press the cricketers are 

scheduled to be back at the end of 

April. However Covid Regulations 

decree that players must bring their 

own cakes and sandwiches and eat 

them in the open air, so if it rains (or 

is still snowing) the sanctity of the 

pavilion is not for them, Details of 

Fixtures, Practices, Junior Cricket 

etc. On the Club Website: 

w.w.w.steepcc.co.uk 

tined to marry the Landlord’s daugh-

ter (Ellen).  Later they moved to an 

Annexe at the Old Vicarage and the 

Vicar’s daughter earned herself six-

pence for her tasteful jam jars of 

wild flowers decorating the table - 

that is until her father called a halt 

(happily to the sixpences not the 

flowers).  She still arranges flowers 

and her early training has done her 

proud. 

Today’s teas may be a little less ro-

mantic with the players taking turns 

at doing the honours. The best ones 

are inevitably when Mums or Girl-

friends lend a hand, although some 

of the cricketers have shown unex-

pected finesse, including one who 

provided a lavish selection of vegan 

cakes and sandwiches. 

There is a longstanding tradition that 

once the players have had their fill 

children (lots) and spectators (few) 

are invited to finish any scraps left 

behind, and perhaps help with the 

washing up. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

http://w.w.w.steepcc.co.uk/
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

Still going strong: 

Alma’s Saturday Coffee Cart 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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STEEP IN NEED - ANNOUNCE-

MENT. THE DEVELOPMENT 
Anthony Littlejohn 

The Trustees of Steep In Need (SIN) 

announce that an agreement has 

been signed with Wilson Designer 

Homes Ltd (WDH) for the develop-

ment of the field to the south of 

Church Road, Steep, adjacent to the 

Village Hall. 

Following a marketing campaign 

carried out with the assistance of 

professional advisors, WDH were 

appointed as they offered the best 

price, combined with experience in 

the development of small sites and 

an understanding of the sensitivity of 

the field within the Steep community. 

It is envisaged that the Steep devel-

opment, in compliance with The 

South Downs National Park Authori-

ty planning rules (SDNPA), will in-

clude an area of Open Space and up 

to ten homes, including four afforda-

ble units. The agreement with WDH 

requires that the Eames Alms-

houses Trust will have first refusal 

to purchase the affordable homes 

for use as almshouses with the aim 

of ensuring that the units remain 

available in perpetuity as affordable 

houses for local people. 

It is the Trustees’ intention, subject 

to Charity Commission consent, to 

use proceeds from the sale of the 

field to assist Eames with the pur-

chase of the affordable housing. 

Whilst responsibility for the develop-

ment rests with WDH, the ultimate 

decision makers being SDNPA. SIN 

will participate in a series of consul-

tations organised by WDH which will 

take place before any application is 

made for planning consent. These 

will be arranged for the village to 

consider the design options for the 

site, and how the houses, access 

road, Open Space and other fea-

tures fit into the overall plan. Details 

for the consultations will be posted 

on WDH’s website and will be pub-

lished in the parish Newsletter. 

For SIN this represents an oppor-

tunity to further its objective, ‘The 

relief of poverty for the public bene-

fit’. It offers a way to increase the 

affordable (social) housing available 

in the parish, with control of it re-

maining in the parish, and it also 

means the proceeds from the sale 

of the land will be used within the 

community. 

For more information about Steep In 

Need please refer to https://

steepinneed.org.uk/the-

development/  

For further information about Wilson 

Designer Homes Ltd please go to 

their website https://

wilsondesigner.co.uk/home  

and any enquires concerning the 

development should be addressed 

to Mr Stuart Wilson by email:  

stuart@wilsondesigner.co.uk   

https://steepinneed.org.uk/the-development/
https://steepinneed.org.uk/the-development/
https://steepinneed.org.uk/the-development/
https://wilsondesigner.co.uk/home
https://wilsondesigner.co.uk/home
mailto:stuart@wilsondesigner.co.uk%20?subject=STEEP%20CHURCH%20ROAD%20DEVELOPMENT
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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FOOTPATHS AND THE  

RECREATION GROUP 

Walking in the countryside has 

become a popular pastime this past 

year and Steep’s Rights of Way are 

showing the signs of an increased 

footfall and a wet winter.  So, this 

March a group of volunteers, led by 

one of our Councilors carried out a 

complete survey of the 31 footpaths 

in Steep.  They did an amazing job, 

and the Parish Council is very 

grateful for their hard work.  The 

results have enabled the Parish 

Council to set out some priorities for 

improving and maintaining the 

fantastic network of footpaths in the 

village. 

The Parish Council would like to 

remind landowners that they have a 

duty of care to people using the 

Rights of Way on their land and are 

responsible for keeping the paths 

clear of vegetation and maintaining 

stiles, gates, and other structures.  

However, it is the duty of the County 

Council to repair and maintain the 

surface – and this is where the 

Parish Council comes in.  We can 

put aside monies in the budget and 

apply for grants to help fund 

resurfacing projects.  We work 

alongside the landowner and try to 

find a sustainable solution for 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

everyone and make the beautiful 

landscape of Steep more 

accessible. 

ROADS AND NOISE 

With the lockdown restrictions 

easing and better weather returning 

we have seen a further increase in 

the amount of traffic on the roads in 

and around Steep with several 

concerns raised to us about noise 

levels.  We share your frustrations 

and are working with both District 

and County Councils to try and 

address this issue, but it is a 

complex and lengthy task.   

If you have your own concerns about 

traffic noise, we invite residents to 

share them with both the CEO of the 

National Park and the CEO of 

Hampshire County Council to 

increase the profile of these issues.  

We would also urge you to report 

any suspected illegal activity to the 

Police, either via their website or via 

the 101 number.  If you have any 

other concerns about the condition 

of roads, please also report these 

online to Hampshire County Council.  

We will, as always, continue to raise 

these issues ourselves and help 

address them but the more 

residents report the issues the more 

success we are likely to have!  
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GRANT TO CITIZENS ADVICE 

Steep Parish Council approved a 

grant of £200 to Citizens Advice.  

Whilst we do not usually provide 

grants to charities, Citizens Advice 

were able to show the direct benefit 

to parish residents, especially during 

these difficult times - we would 

encourage anyone who needs to, to 

use this valuable service.  

STEEP COMMON 

A new dual-purpose bin has been 

installed on Steep Common to try to 

contain the ever-growing amount of 

litter that is being deposited.  The 

bin is emptied fortnightly, and we 

will monitor this and consider 

increasing the frequency it is 

emptied if required.  With thanks to 

Jeff Graham for his work on this.  

 ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY AND 

AGM  

The Annual Parish Assembly and 

AGM will now both take place on 

Tuesday, 4th May at 7.00 p.m.  The 

meetings will be held via Teams and 

details of how to join the meetings 

will be available via the agendas 

which will be advertised on the 

website and noticeboards in 

advance of the meetings. 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 

By the time you read this, we hope 

you will have received a consultation 

leaflet through your door inviting 

your feedback on the future of the 

Village Hall land.  No matter where 

you live in the village please take 

the time to read and respond – 

either on-line or by post. 
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 STROUD VILLAGE HALL  IS  

LOOKING FOR NEW TRUSTEES 

An opportunity to volunteer as a 

Trustee at Stroud Village Hall has 

arisen for someone with Business 

Management and finance experi-

ence who is willing to act as Treasur-

er for the organisation, with effect 

from September this year. 

The vacancy is arising partly as a 

result of the organisation’s succes-

sion planning process and the cur-

rent Treasurer, Jeremy Mitchell,  

taking on voluntary work elsewhere 

with some other community  

projects. 

It is an ideal time, as the Hall re-

opens from the lockdowns and de-

velops its hirer and user bases, to 

work with the Hall Manager,  

Joanne Sweet, to grow the Village 

Hall as a financially sound and  

vibrant community organisation. 

As Treasurer your time commitment 

would be equivalent to approximate-

ly 1 day per month and full training 

is available. 

If you would like to know more on an 

informal basis and without commit-

ment please contact Jeremy in the 

first instance on jere-

my.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org or 

write to him care of  Stroud Village 

Hall, Stroudfields, Ramsdean Road, 

Stroud, Petersfield, GU32 3FS. 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL 
Jo Sweet 

We are open for business! 

On Saturday the village hall was 

used for the first time. We hosted a 

children’s drama club which proved 

to be a great success and will be 

running regularly on a Saturday 

morning. Also from Friday 23rd April 

Baby Sensory Classes will be taking 

place in the hall. Coming in May and 

June we have yoga, pilates, fitness, 

Qigong and meditation classes. The 

WI and Parish Council will be holding 

their meetings at the hall and we will 

be your local polling station on 6th 

May. Keep an eye on our website for 

information on upcoming classes 

www.stroudvillagehall.org. 

Our Social Committee has been 

working hard behind the scenes and 

we are very excited to announce 

that the Stroud Revels will be held 

on 31st July 2021, we will keep you 

posted on how you can book your tickets. 

Another date for your diary is Satur-

day 3rd July when we will be hosting 

an open day at the hall, a chance for 

you all to come and have a look 

around and meet the team. 

We are now taking bookings for par-

ties and social events from 21st 

June. The hall is a beautiful space 

for your special occasion; to chat 

about your requirements contact 

joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org. 

mailto:jeremy.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:jeremy.mitchell@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org
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077919 62327 

The museum is 
closed until  

later this year for  
our £3.7m  

Pathways  
into the Past  

expansion and 
refurbishment 

project. 
Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 
about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 
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DOGS AND LAMBING 

Andrew Snow, Angharad  

and the girls 

With the winter months now behind 

us, our attention is now focused on 

lambing our 1000 ewes at Rother-

combe and Soal Farms over the next 

few weeks. It is a very busy time of 

year and involves all our family, both 

young and old! It is lovely to see so 

many of you when I am out and 

about on the quad bike, tending to 

the flock. 

I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank you all for your support and 

cooperation, keeping your dogs on 

leads and sticking to the footpaths. 

Minimising the disturbance to our 

ewes whilst lambing in the fields is 

so important to avoid miscarriages, 

mis-mothering and lost lambs.  

Sheep worrying is most commonly 

thought to involve nasty physical 

attacks to the animal. Whilst this 

does happen sometimes, the big-

gest problem is caused simply by 

disturbing the ewes and lambs. They 

can get themselves mixed up and 

lambs can then be rejected by their 

mother if not reunited very quickly. 

We therefore really appreciate you 

taking the time to walk quietly and 

considerately whilst on the footpaths. 

May I also thank those of you who 

have already rolled any of our ewes 

back upright, or called me to let me 

know of any upside-down sheep. It 

is a serious design fault that sheep 

cannot burp when upside down and 

will sadly die if not rolled back up 

the right way. Please call Andrew on 

07976 449412 if you have any con-

cerns. 

Thank you. From Andrew Snow, 

Angharad and the girls. 
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Anonymous, as I could only see him 

in silhouette, to me as a bystander 

this was a truly humble man.  I was 

exceedingly thankful to have 

witnessed his humility and sincerity. 

Shortly after this the peace was 

shattered as a group of six 

teenagers burst through the door, 

chattering and laughing, I spoke a 

welcome to the Church, but when 

they saw me they left looking slightly 

embarrassed, and the quietness 

returned.    Anon 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 2021 

The church was dark and cool and 

empty.  I had come, as I do most 

years, to keep my vigil between noon 

and three o’clock.  In days of yore I 

would have had the company of up 

to ten parishioners, sitting in silence 

and in contemplation.  Latterly, 

before he moved away, I would have 

had the company of Andrew Routh. I 

miss him. 

 Over the years we have had mostly 

silent prayer; occasionally the vicar 

said a few guiding words and at one 

time the solemnity and silence were 

spoilt by formal readings and 

guidance. 

This year I was alone; the church 

was dark, I sat at the back where I 

could read from the daylight from 

the windows and sit with my 

thoughts. 

After some time the latch on the 

door clacked, and a man entered, 

sanitised his hands and walked to 

the altar steps.  Here he stood 

looking up at the depiction of the 

Crucifixion at the top of the east 

window.  He stood for quite some 

time before turning, walking to the 

side Chapel where he sat for a few 

minutes.  He was unaware of my 

presence, sitting in the dark. 

 CHURCH NEWS 

PETERSFIELD DEANERY PENTECOST PRAISE 

23rd May – Pentecost Sunday 

2.30pm to 3.30pm 

St Mary’s, Liss 

An opportunity to gather together as 

a Deanery to celebrate the Festival 

of Pentecost. 

All will be very welcome. 

Please book in by clicking on this 

link – https://st-mary-s-

church.reservio.com/events/

aede3c6a-95bb-4583-a1cd-

4f1d827587af/ 

Or phone St Mary’s Church Office 

01730 892552 or email lisspar-

ish@gmail.com with your name, 

number in party and email address 

(or phone number). 

The service will be available to 

watch live or later on St Mary’s  

Facebook page. 

https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/events/aede3c6a-95bb-4583-a1cd-4f1d827587af/
https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/events/aede3c6a-95bb-4583-a1cd-4f1d827587af/
https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/events/aede3c6a-95bb-4583-a1cd-4f1d827587af/
https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/events/aede3c6a-95bb-4583-a1cd-4f1d827587af/
mailto:lissparish@gmail.com
mailto:lissparish@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES 

Since mid March all the churches in 

our Benefice have seen services 

and though on-line services have 

continued it has been uplifting to be 

able to worship together. The first 

Sunday Communion Service was at 

High Cross on March 21st and then 

we gathered in Steep on Palm Sun-

day. There was no procession but 

Palm crosses were there to be col-

lected and we were able to take one 

or two for family members not pre-

sent.. Easter Day services required 

additional planning, not least by the 

participants. People had to book 

with our administrator, Anne Grove if 

they wished to attend so we could 

be well spaced out. In Froxfield 

Green for the Dawn Service there 

were green arrows on the floor and 

names on pews, even embellished 

with a cross. We emerged into a 

beautiful, if frosty dawn. Sunshine 

meant that the main service, held in 

Steep churchyard, was a wonderful 

and well attended celebration of the 

Risen Christ. On Easter Saturday the 

churchyard in Privett was the scene 

of the Easter Fire. Those gathered 

could admire all the work put into 

clearing the undergrowth away to 

expose views across the fields. The 

breeze swept up to the church but 

the Easter candle was at last lit from 

the fire built by Cameron Hughes. As 

we left we could admire the Easter 

garden, planted that day with an 

angel figure keeping watch. 

PRINCE PHILIP 

Hearing of the death of Prince Philip 

was a sombre moment. Hugh Routh 

tolled the tenor bell 99 times the 

Easter Service held in the Church Yard 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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Helen, whose work has increased so 

much in ensuring all are safe for our 

services. 

Amanda Greenlee 

 

FROM THE REGISTER 

FUNERAL AND BURIAL 

 21st April - Maria Denny 

 

Cowslips in Steep Churchyard 

WHEN PERMITTED 
Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: will be held during Parish Communion except during school 

holidays 

next day. There was no condolence 

book but in Steep a photograph of 

the Duke of Edinburgh was placed 

near the church entrance and pray-

ers composed by the national 

Church of England were said. Our 

priest Joanna encouraged us to fol-

low her outside at the end of the 

service to sing the National Anthem 

together. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH 

MEETING 18TH APRIL 

The annual meeting was held via 

zoom on Sunday 18th after the ser-

vice. Helen, our outgoing church 

warden gave her report and con-

firmed she was willing to stay on the 

PCC. Jonathan Selby and Bubbles 

Silk were elected church wardens 

for the coming year. Judy Thompson 

told us about the electoral roll, and 

reminded us that people can be 

added to the electoral roll any time 

by getting in touch with her. Thanks 

were given to the ministry team and 
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

  Jonathan Selby  07926 381786/023 9259 3062 selby345@btinternet.com   

  Bubbles 01730 624632/07751487962  bubbles@silksfamily.com     

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:selby345@btinternet.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

