
  

 

Ron Allen is a Stroud resident with a keen interest in the natural and 

ecological history of the area and has written this article for the newsletter 

after taking part recently in the Big Butterfly Count in July and August this 

year. 

Seeing a Red Admiral butterfly on the village green today (5th October), and a 

Peacock in the garden recently, prompted a check of the Big Butterfly Count 

results. Many butterflies were down in numbers nationally this year although 

the reason may be down to the weather. Numbers seemed to be down in the 

garden but still a good variety. 
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Peacock Butterfly on White Buddleia 
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My 15-minute Big Butterfly Count in 

the garden on 21 July produced 

eight species: Large White, Small 

White, Gatekeeper, Speckled Wood, 

Comma, Red Admiral, Peacock, and 

the migratory Silver-Y moth. Other 

species in the garden this year have 

been Holly Blue, Common Blue, 

Small Tortoiseshell, Green-veined 

White, Painted Lady, Meadow 

Brown, Small Skipper and 

Brimstone. 

15 minutes on the village green on 

18 July produced seven species: 

Silver-washed Fritillary, Meadow 

Brown, Large Skipper, Red Admiral, 

Gatekeeper, Peacock and Large 

White.  Holly Blue has been 

common in the sheltered eastern 

end that has holly in the hedges.  It 

was not until last year that I first 

saw the pretty little Small Copper 

butterfly in early summer on the 

path adjacent the western hedge of 

the village green.  This year it 

appeared again in the same place 

in early summer and last month 

(September) I counted five on the 

north side of the village green. The 

Big Butterfly Count suggested a 

43% increase in Holly Blue and 

Small Copper and so this reflected 

the national trend. In recent years 

there has been a good colony of the 

Marbled White butterfly on the 

Stroud village green but last year 

and again this year, hay cutting at 

their emergence time meant that 

few were seen and none this year. 

Nationally, the Marbled White has 

had a 39% decline this year. 

Moths have been good with at least 

160 species in the moth trap over 

the year. Spectacular sights have 

been up to six large orange and 

brown male Oak Eggar Moths flying 

fast and furious around the house 

each afternoon at the end of July, 

even in the rain, and presumably 

there was a female nearby. Hawk 

moths this year in the garden have 

been Privet, Elephant and Small 

Elephant, Poplar and less 

commonly the Eyed and Pine. 

Other insects have been too 

numerous to discuss except to say 

that the bee hotels have been busy 

with nesting mason and leaf-cutter 

bees along with their parasitic 

wasps and woodpecker attacks. 

Turning to other species in the 

garden, frogs have been down to 

single figures in the pond, toads 

have occurred from time to time 

and the wildlife tins have sheltered 

slow-worms, grass snakes, bank 

and field voles, field mice, and both 

common and pygmy shrews. 

Elsewhere, badgers and foxes have 

been less frequently seen this year 

although brown hares are often 

seen on the arable fields. 
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25 YEARS AGO 
HIBERNATION SITES - Wildlife can be given a real helping hand by the 

provision of quiet places to pass the winter. In an undisturbed part of the garden 

you can help by providing a log pile useful to frogs and toads, a heap of ‘brash’  

old twigs and herbaceous matter - good for hedgehogs. Grass snakes and slow-

worms like piles of rotting grass and vegetation and manure. A heap of stones or 

concrete can provide a nice winter home for lizards. Rather unsightly but greatly 

appreciated by wildlife, a sheet of corrugated iron laid on the ground, will 

provide good shelter for reptiles and small mammals. Creatures fondness for 

what gardeners term rubbish is important to note. Many tragedies occurs each 

year when rubbish has been stacked in readiness for a bonfire and something 

takes up residence and then perishes when the fire is lit. 

Of the birds, the village green has 

been a good place to watch 

kestrels, red kites and buzzards. A 

barn owl has been reported from 

time to time and we hear tawny 

owls calling. Sparrow-hawks occur 

across the village.” 

Ron Allen  

Note:  Stroud Village Green 
Stroud Village Green is the 

triangular portion of land behind the 

bus stop opposite Finchmead Lane 

with a footpath, accessed from the 

kissing gate adjacent the bus stop, 

and is the last remaining portion of 

the original Stroud Common. The 

land is privately owned and was 

designated as a Village Green by 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the  

copyright of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

Hampshire County Council under 

the Commons Registration Act of 

1965.  The land has the public right 

of access for quiet recreation as 

long as the needs of the landowner 

are not affected. 

Have others made any interesting 

finds? Ed.  
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COPY FOR THE DECEMBER/JANUARY NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 18th November 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

   or Downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

Our opening times this year are 

Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd 

December, from 8 am - 7 pm, and  

Thursday 24th December, 8 am - 2 pm.  

 PLANT STALL 

Following on from the success of 

the little Plant Stall in the car park 

at Stroud Church during lockdown, 

John Owen has very kindly given 

permission for us to trial our own 

plant stall in the same location over 

the coming months.  

We will be selling plants and flowers 

from our gardens (posies, seeds, 

cuttings and perennial plants which 

we have divided) on Thursdays, 

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 

starting from Thursday, 

22nd October. 

A percentage of the profit 

(if any) is going to be  

donated to the Church. 

Olivia, Hilary and Jenny  

From feedback we have received it seems that some readers believe that 

in printing information statements from the Parish Councils, local charities 

etc, the newsletter has its own position. 

That is not the case. The views expressed in these pages do not reflect the 

views of the editorial team. The newsletter remains neutral on all  

controversial issues. 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

 

market housing reflects a ratio laid 

down by the SDNPA and we are 

planning for 4 affordable and 6 mar-

ket homes on the site, a mix which 

complies with the rules without over-

crowding the area.  

The developer, working closely with 

the Trustees of SIN and the Steep 

War Memorial Village Club, (the 

charity looking after the Village Hall), 

will involve and consult the Village 

throughout the process of develop-

ing the planning application.  This 

will begin as soon as agreements 

are in place and before any detailed 

design work is started.  This initial 

engagement will be followed by fur-

ther consultations with the Village, 

before a planning application is sub-

mitted to the SDNPA, who of course 

have the last word. 

One fifth of the site will be set aside 

as public open space, accessible to 

all and directly linked to the Village 

Hall.  Steep Parish Council have 

already begun an initial consultation 

to understand what people in the 

Village want to see there.  The re-

sults of this will be shared shortly 

and will feed into the design of the 

open space.  We anticipate that the 

Parish Council will, in due course, 

assume responsibility for managing 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

CHURCH ROAD SITE - CURRENT 

SITUATION UPDATE 

By Anthony Littlejohn  

(Chairman, Steep In Need) 

Nick Hurst (Chairman, Steep War 

Memorial Village Club) 

You will find history of the Church 

Road site on the Steep In Need 

Website https://

steepinneed.org.uk/archive/.  We 

are committed to keeping the Village 

informed and the latest position is 

set out below. 

Following an extensive marketing 

campaign, a preferred developer 

has been chosen. Currently, contract 

negotiations between all parties are 

continuing, so agreements have not 

yet been signed off.  The Trustees 

are sensitive to the wishes of many 

people to know the identity of the 

developer and would like to share it, 

but for commercial reasons it can-

not be disclosed until agreements 

are in place.  This information will be 

released as soon as agreements are 

finalised and signed. 

The South Downs National Park  

Authority Local Plan has allocated 

the site for between eight and 

twelve residential units.  The split 

between the affordable and the   

https://steepinneed.org.uk/archive/
https://steepinneed.org.uk/archive/
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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the open space. 

One of our main concerns is to try to 

ensure that the affordable homes, 

as time passes, remain under local 

control and do not migrate into the 

private sector. Discussions are in 

hand with Eames Almshouses’ Trust 

(EAT), with the full involvement of 

the developer, to enable EAT to be-

come the purchaser of the afforda-

ble housing, in preference to a 

Housing Association which would be 

the usual route for a developer to 

take. To achieve this, EAT will re-

quire substantial funds which cur-

rently they do not have.  Subject to 

the agreement of the Charity Com-

mission and of the other parties 

involved, SIN is planning to use 

cash received from the land sale to 

assist EAT financially.  This would 

ensure ownership of the affordable 

homes stays within the Village in 

perpetuity. 

NEXT STEPS 

Ground Water Monitoring. Before 

any development takes place, envi-

ronmental testing is required and 

some of this can only be carried out 

at certain times of year. Ground 

water monitoring has to start around 

the beginning of November, and it 

continues for 6 months.  As agree-

ments cannot yet be signed off, the 

Trustees plan to commission this 

work themselves and you may, 

therefore, see some activity on the 

site in the coming days and months, 

but this does not pre-empt any re-

quired agreements or approvals. 

Sale of the small part of the site 

owned by the Steep War Memorial 

Village Club needs approval from 

the Charity Commission.  The Com-

mission has sought public represen-

tations on this and will then decide 

whether to give its approval.  We 

don’t know how long this may take. 

If the Charity Commission gives its 

approval, we expect to finalise 

agreements as soon as possible. 

Once agreed we will announce the 

name of the developer and plans for 

the consultation processes with the 

Village which will follow. 

In the meantime SIN have launched 

a new website (see below) We will 

be making regular updates and 

posts there as well as announce-

ments in this Newsletter. Please 

have a look at the website. 

STEEP IN NEED 
are delighted to announce the 

launch of their new website. 

Please visit  

https://steepinneed.org.uk 

for information, regular updates 

and posts 

 

https://steepinneed.org.uk
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

Newsletter: David Dobson 

261344   

Downgate31@gmail.com   

Steep Village website: 

www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny  

Hollington 267784 

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): 

clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk 

or Elisabeth Foulston  48 Win-

chester Road, Stroud, Peters-

field, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: 

www.stroud-pc.gov.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 

267784 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 

Jenny Hollington, SWMVC 

CLOSURE OF THE AVENUE AT STEEP 

Trustees were saddened to learn of 

the sudden decision to close the Pre 

School at the Village Hall just prior 

to the start of the Autumn Term.  

Our understanding is that this was 

due to problems in recruiting and 

keeping staff at the setting and we 

wish Fiona and her team at the Ave-

nue in Petersfield well for the future.  

Obviously, this leaves us with space 

to fill but we have already been con-

tacted by several organisations in-

terested in hiring our venue and we 

look forward to welcoming new hir-

ers shortly.  At the time of writing, 

these include Reactivate Pilates, a 

Karate group, and Playball sessions 

for young children. 

THE CHARITY COMMISSION 

The deadline date for representa-

tions to the Charity Commission on 

the proposed scheme for the land to 

the rear of the hall has now closed.  

The Charity Commission will consid-

er any representations received and 

we await their decision.   

 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk/


10 

TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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THE POET’S STONE AND 

SHOULDER OF MUTTON THIS 

SUMMER 
Fran Box 

We all know that Steep is famous for 

the Shoulder of Mutton Hill on the 

Ashford Hangers and for the Poet’s 

Stone there. During lockdown this 

year, many walkers came to visit it. 

Who could not be uplifted by the 

magnificent views, the wildlife and 

the array of wildflowers growing 

there?  

In 1937, when the Stone was 

erected, the hillside and Hangers 

were owned by Lord Horder of 

Ashford Chace, affectionately known 

by locals as ‘Tommy Horder’. The 

Stone is a sarsen stone brought 

from Avebury by supporters of the 

poet, who were keen that he should 

have a memorial here. It and the 

hillside were dedicated by Lord 

Horder to the memory of poet 

Edward Thomas. He had lived with 

his family in Steep 1906 -1916; he 

frequently walked the Hangers. In 

1917 he was killed at Arras during 

WWI.  Most locals know all of this 

and hold the hillside as somewhere 

special: a place which we feel 

privileged to have in our midst.  

The Ashford Hangers are now 

managed by Hampshire Countryside. 

A dedicated team of rangers, 

supported by volunteers, work there 

to conserve 

them for all. The 

whole area is 

part of the South 

Downs National 

Park. 

It was a cause 

for sadness and 

concern to many of us therefore, to 

find that on two occasions this 

summer, barbecues were lit 

overnight within only a metre of the 

Stone. On the first occasion, tents 

were erected, and individuals 

camped there. On the second 

occasion, the barbecue litter was left 

behind to mar the site. Due to the 

lovely weather, the area was tinder 

dry…... There are notices all over the 

Hangers clearly stating that camping 

and the lighting of fires and 

barbecues are not permitted. Smoke 

from fires damages the insect 

population including the many 

butterflies in which we all delight. 

The wildflowers that would have 

grown in the barbecue fire area are 

now lost for ever  – all at a time 

when wildlife struggles to survive.  

Whatever happened to the 

countryside code? Take nothing but 

photographs, leave nothing but 

footsteps, consideration for others, 

light no fires……. Someone out there 

needs a little education in this 

respect. Please spread the word.  
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anticipate that this will take place in 

the new year.   

CHURCH ROAD OPEN SPACE  

CONSULTATION 

A working party comprising members 

of the public and the parish council 

will start work to analyse the large 

number of responses to the commu-

nity consultation on the potential 

uses for the “20% Open Space” - 

feedback will be made available as 

soon as possible. 

ASHFORD HANGERS 

Lutcombe Pond – Steep P.C. contin-

ues to liaise with the Hampshire 

Rangers to find a way forward to 

repair the leak which caused such 

low water levels in the summer - we 

are very grateful to Russell Oppen-

heimer, our County Councillor, for his 

invaluable help and advice on this 

matter.  A third quote is currently 

being sought for the repair work. 

Bonfires – The concern raised by a 

member of the public about people 

lighting bonfires in the Hangers – 

and on this occasion close to the 

Poet’s Stone - was shared by the 

Parish Council.  Efforts will be made 

to educate those whose thoughtless 

actions are causing damage to our 

beautiful and sensitive rural loca-

tions via social media and EHDC. 

ROADS AND TRAFFIC 

Phase 2 Traffic Management 

RIDGE COMMON LANE  
By Anthony Littlejohn 

Chairman Steep In Need 

The field owned by Steep In Need 

has been sold.  The Trustees re-

ceived an attractive offer for it from 

a near neighbour and, following 

professional advice that a sale at 

the price offered would be in the 

best interest of the Charity, the sale 

was completed.   

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

www.steep-pc.gov.uk for more infor-

mation or  Clerk, Jenny Hollington – 

jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk  

VACANCY FOR A PARISH  

COUNCILLOR 

Thank you to those who have ex-

pressed interest in the vacancy.  

The closing date for expressions of 

interest was Monday, 26th October 

and our new Councillor will be co-

opted at the November meeting – 

more detail of the successful appli-

cant will be given in next month’s 

newsletter.  

TREE WORK ON STEEP COMMON 

By the time you read this newslet-

ter, the priority tree work to fell the 

Ash trees suffering from die-back 

and which are close to the School 

boundary, Church Road and the 

Hangers Way footpath will have 

been carried out.  Sadly, further 

work will still be necessary, and we 

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 
closed until  

late 2020 for  
our £3.7m  

Pathways  
into the Past  

expansion and 
refurbishment 

project. 
Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 
about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com


15 

Scheme for Stoner Hill and Bell Hill - 

S.106 funding in the sum of £4254 

has been received towards Village 

Gates for Stoner Hill and Bell Hill.  

SDNPA are working towards a stand-

ardised design for Village Gates 

across the National Park and it is 

hoped that details will be available 

soon.   The design of the gates will 

be reviewed before any commit-

ments are made and may also be 

appropriate for wider community 

consultation. 

MOTORCYCLE NOISE - Steep repre-

sentatives attended a Zoom meeting 

Chaired by Damien Hinds, along with 

representatives from other parishes 

affected by the problem of noise 

from off-road and on-road motor-

bikes.  Whilst no real solution was 

forthcoming, it is reassuring that 

Damien now has this issue on his 

radar and has offered his support.   

THE CRICKETERS PUB 

And, on a final note, the Parish 

Council was extremely pleased to 

hear that a new tenancy agreement 

for the Cricketers has been signed 

and we look forward to seeing the 

Pub re-open as soon as possible and 

to welcoming the new landlords to 

our Village.   

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  

Parish Council meetings are always 

held on the first Monday of each 

month.  However, with the recent 

tightening of Government guidance, 

it is likely that Parish Council meet-

ings will be virtual for the foreseea-

ble future.  Members of the public 

are, of course, very welcome to join 

our virtual meetings and instructions 

on how to join can be found on the 

published Parish Council agendas. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Steep villagers have gained two 

awards in this year’s birthday hon-

ours. 

Dame Clare Moriarty DCB is a for-

mer British civil servant, who served 

as Permanent Secretary of the De-

partment for Exiting the European 

Union from March 2019 until Janu-

ary 2020. In November 2017, she 

was appointed the first civil service 

“faith and belief” champion, to rep-

resent all faiths and beliefs and pro-

mote interfaith dialogue. 

Lieutenant Colonel Philip Mileham 

has been awarded the MBE for his 

work as staff lead for UK Ops emer-

gency planning and response cover-

ing Isle of Wight, Hampshire and the 

Thames Valley (Berkshire, Bucking-

hamshire and Oxfordshire). Primary 

contact between MoD and civil 

emergency services, local authority 

emergency planning officers and 

other responders. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Civil_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permanent_Secretary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_for_Exiting_the_European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_for_Exiting_the_European_Union
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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STEEP FLOWER SHOW AGM 

Normally at this time of year we’d be 

rewarding our helpers with a supper, 

and inviting all interested people to 

join us for the AGM, when they can 

hear a report of the show, and of the 

other events of the year.  This too is 

when we do a spot of arm-twisting, 

to persuade new people to join us 

on the committee, and to persuade 

longer-standing committee mem-

bers to become one of the officers. 

However, thanks to Covid-19 none 

of this happened this year.  We 

couldn’t have our usual plant sale in 

May, but instead various people had 

stalls at their gates, and raised a 

phenomenal amount of money, over 

£900, which was divided between Flower 

Show funds and Covid charities. In May 

we were sure that by the show date 

things would have improved, but to 

the disappointment of the entire 

village, the show was cancelled. 

Now we can’t have our usual AGM.  

On the positive side, we now have a 

Facebook page (thank you Tim and 

Lynette Clarke).  Look up ‘Steep 

Flower Show’ via your Facebook. 

We’d love as many Flower Show 

participants as possible to contrib-

ute, so please firstly ’LIKE’ the page. 

Then send a Friend request via Fa-

cebook to Lynette  Clarke.7587370 

so that we can set you up to be able 

to contribute your photos. Looking 

forward we hope to have a dedicat-

ed website with the facility to make 

your entries online all set up in good 

time for next year’s annual Plant 

Sale and Show. 

Next year should see us celebrating 

the centenary of the show.  Having 

had to cancel in 2020, we are deter-

mined to make our centenary year 

2021 something to remember.  

However, we can’t at present make 

firm plans. We will certainly have a 

plant sale in May, perhaps in a cen-

tral location, perhaps using the for-

mula that worked so well for us this 

year, and then we will hope that in 

August   the centenary show can be 

the best show ever. 

The show itself may be in a new lo-

cation, as it is possible that Bedales 

will not be able to support us as 

before.  We do have the cash re-

serves for one show, but after that, 

without external funding, the show 

as we know it is not viable. We are 

very grateful to Bedales for the sup-

port they have given us, hosting the 

show for more than fifty consecutive 

years. 

Would you like to be involved, either 

on the committee or helping at the 

plant sale, on show day or else-

where? People with technical know-

how are especially welcome.  Con-

tact the chair, Judy Thompson on 

01730 267362 for a chat. 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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STROUD VILLAGE HALL – A  

FURTHER UPDATE 

By Jeremy Mitchell 

The countdown has commenced to 

the opening of the new Village Hall.   

We have been working hard behind 

the scenes in preparation for the 

opening and every consideration is 

being made to make the Hall a 

“Covid secure” space for the com-

munity to enjoy.   

Coming soon is our new look web-

site (www.stroudvillagehall.org) 

where you can find all the relevant 

information about the Village Hall, 

the classes and organisations that 

we will be running, regular news and 

updates and also the popular 

“Wildlife Blog” from Ron Allen will be 

returning as a regular feature.    

Please do get in touch if you have 

some content that you would like 

included, all contributions are most 

welcome. 

We are excited to announce a pro-

gramme of classes including Baby 

Sensory, exercise classes for older 

adults, yoga, Pilates, meditation and 

puppy training.  Our local WI and 

Parish Council meetings will also be 

held at the Hall.   For information on 

booking onto one of these classes 

please visit the website.   

Although the current guidelines re-

strict many social events our Social 

Committee are busy working on a 

schedule of community events for 

you all to get involved with 

………….watch this space! 

Thank you all for your patience and 

support and we are looking forward 

to welcoming you to the Village Hall 

in the very near future. 

To keep up to date with all of our 

news please do take a look at our 

website and our Facebook page. 

If you are interested in booking the 

Hall please contact jo-

anne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org. 

 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The next meeting of Stroud Parish 

Council will take place on Tuesday 

24 November at 7.30 pm. Meetings 

will take place in Langrish School – 

until the Village Hall opens – or by 

Zoom, depending on prevailing 

Covid guidelines. Please visit to  

Parish Council website for further 

information. 

 

 

http://www.stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org
mailto:joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org
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 COMING SOON TO STROUD  

VILLAGE HALL 

CONTACT SAMANTHA TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE 
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A  COUPLE OF RECOMENDED 

LOCAL READS 
By Rollo Wicksteed 

Lockdown has encouraged many of 

us to read a book or two. Early on I 

decided to forgo the delights of 

“Moby Dick” and look for something 

a little less daunting. Happily I found  

two  delightful little volumes that 

were given to us by friends. That are 

warmly recommended, if only  

because of their strong local  

connections. 

“Soulful Nature” by Brian Draper 

and Howard Green guides the read-

er on a dozen “spiritual” walks, most 

of which are in Hampshire including 

both Selborne and Steep. Draper, as 

one might expect from a regular 

contributor to Radio Four’s “Thought 

for the Day”, stresses the spiritual 

inspirations the walks provide. 

Green, a teacher and botanist, adds 

an expert eye to the wonders of the 

natural environment we so often 

take for granted. Their special inter-

ests happily dovetail with each oth-

er, and we are treated to poetic in-

terludes and digressions ranging 

from sunken lanes to the enclosure 

awards. Of particular local inter-

est ,we find them visiting  Steep 

Church (and sadly recommending 

Church Road as a convenient Car 

Park!) as they admire the Edward 

Thomas windows and the Norman 

Arches, before crossing the common 

and walking, via Lutcombe Pond, to 

Cockshott Lane, where we learn a 

little about the Arts and Craft Move-

ment before reaching the Poet’s 

Stone, in the company of Edward 

Thomas. 

“Dark Skies” by Tiffany Francis, a 

Petersfield girl, poses the question 

“How much energy continues to 

burst from the landscape after the 

sun goes down and, giving in to 

sleep when the world grows dark, 

how much of life do we miss?” Try-

ing to answer these questions be-

comes something of a love affair 

and takes us to unexpected places 

ranging from the Arctic Circle to the 

Deli Counter at Waitrose! The book 

is a very personal journey but add-

ing new perspectives to familiar 

places.  We sleep by the fire and 

under the stars at the Butser An-

cient Farm, we visit Steep Church 

and Uppark and most movingly we 

accompany her to the Poet’s stone 

to watch the sun rise and hear the 

dawn chorus, with Edward Thomas 

once again amongst those in close 

attendance. 

I enjoyed both books which are 

available locally and take a fraction 

of the time it would take you to read 

“Moby Dick”!     
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 CYCLE RIDE REPORT 

On Thu, 15 Oct 2020, 21:31 by  

Caroline Hilton via Cycling for Fun,  

cycling-for-fun@googlegroups.com 

wrote: 

Another glorious day perfect weath-

er and a 17 mile circular route in 

West Sussex from Petworth Pound 

car park to Tillington, Upperton, Lur-

gashall, Northchapel, Balls Cross 

back to Petworth. We are so lucky to 

have this South Downs landscape 

for our cycle rides and today was 

one of the best with endless vistas 

as far as the eyes could see of fields 

still with their golden stubble, sheep 

grazing in green pastures bordered 

by woodland slowly turning from the 

summer green , still surprisingly 

green , into the autumn tints of yel-

low and russet browns. Our rural 

countryside at its best. Our first stop 

after the long climb up from Tilling-

ton to Upperton, aptly named, fol-

lowing  partly along the walled es-

tate of Petworth Park,  was Lur-

gashall for coffee at the Noah's Ark 

pub. We, the first four, seemed to 

think we were doing the hundred 

metres we got there so quickly.  

Then the eight of us sat in two sepa-

rate groups of four enjoying the pret-

ty village setting around the green 

and feeling that we  were carrying 

on a tradition of country folk passing 

the time of day at the local pub a 

sort of ancient of days carrying on 

the past into the present.  And of 

course the story of Noah who found 

himself at sea not knowing where he 

was going what future he had but 

trusting sending out doves until one 

returned with a green shoot and the 

waters started to recede.  

We then continued towards our next 

stop The Stag at Balls Cross. Very 

little traffic thankfully on these nar-

row roads and good surfaces for 

easy cycling up to Northchapel and 

on towards Balls Cross. Soon we 

found ourselves passing through 

Ebernoe Forest where there is a 

nature reserve run by the Sussex 

Wildlife Trust. The Trust recently 

purchased farmland which will in 

time revert to pasture woodland 

with managed cattle grazing. I think 

it is true to say that Hampshire re-

tained this pasture woodland  more 

so than West Sussex because the 

land was owned to a great extent by 

the Bishop of Winchester and the 

Church which did not have the 

wealth or the social desire to uproot 

the hedges and fell the trees to 

make extensive arable fields, or to 

change the habits or the rights of 

their tenants or villagers.   Any one 

who wishes may correct me as I may 

be wrong.  Whatever, it is an inter-

esting experiment and the historic 

context of the reserve was interest-

ing.  The reserve has 14 of the 16 

mailto:cycling-for-fun@googlegroups.com
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 rarest types of bats and its ponds 

date back to the time when it was 

the centre of the iron industry with 

its ancient woodlands and glades 

still retaining a huge diversity of 

plant and animal life. It also had a 

Wassail Mill.  

Four of us had gone off course to 

visit this Reserve because we had 

time to spare before lunch.  Our  

Cycling Group used to be called ex-

ploring by bicycle so we also revert-

ed to our past in order to visit 

this  natural environment with its 

ancient natural history now being 

restored and managed.  

We were all united again and made 

most welcome by the landlord at 

The Stag and given two tables of 

four.   He told us this was his second 

season and now he was faced with 

all the challenges of Covid to keep 

his business running. We all ordered 

a main course and drinks, the food 

was excellent especially the 

chips!  Feeling very replete after our 

lunch we cycled the few miles back 

to Petworth and the car park to drive 

back to Petersfield after a wonderful 

day in so many ways. A special 

thank you to everyone especially 

Trevor who stepped in to lead the 

second group and Jan who did all 

the route planning, and to all of us 

for making it such a memorable day. 

WELCOME CLUB LUNCHES 
Heather Maybury &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

Having had a series of teas, we are 

now starting on lunches.  I’m sure 

we won’t be as lucky with the weath-

er over the next few weeks but we’ll 

see what venues we can find. 

 

Summer teas were much enjoyed 

by all the members. 
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Amanda Greenlee 

CHURCH SERVICES  

Despite some beautiful autumn 

days we have probably held our last 

open air service until the spring. We 

are though being offered an array of 

services that already seem part of a 

regular pattern. Early communion 

services take place in Steep or 

Stroud at 8.30 on the second and 

fourth Sundays. Our month begins 

with the All Age Service at 10am. 

These are now well attended and 

with lots of participation by young 

people. Parish Communion is now at 

10am. Currently there is no Sunday 

school offered but there are plans to 

set up activities, possibly in the 

churchyard for families to join in our 

worship. The on-line services contin-

ue on You tube at 4.45pm each 

Sunday so every Sunday we have 2 

or three services to attend; aren’t 

we fortunate! 

THE CHOIR 

The choir is back, spread out and 

singing. The congregation can’t join 

them, though lots of humming can 

be heard. 

REFRESHMENT Jane Owen leads 

the efforts to provide coffee after 

the main service. On 18th October 

the coffee table was in the side 

chapel with the congregation  

served their hot drinks in the pews. 

Ironically with no wind and sunshine 

outside was warmer than inside 

though lots of people stayed to en-

joy coffee and Jane’s delicious 

shortbread. As meeting after the 

service is a valuable part of our Sun-

day routine we will continue serving 

coffee even if the methodology 

changes as we follow regulations 

and adapt. 

ANNUAL PARISH CHURCH MEETING  

The postponed meeting eventually 

took place on 11th October via 

Zoom. A new churchwarden was 

elected and Johnathan Selby will 

join Helen Muir-Davies in office. 

Bubbles Silk has agreed to be Depu-

ty Churchwarden. The PCC was re-

elected with Suzi Openshaw coming 

off and Richard Welch joining the 

PCC. The various reports can be 

found on the website. The next 

APCM will be held in April 2021. 

ANDREW ROUTH who, we have just 

heard, has recently died aged 96. 

He had a long association with 

Steep village and Bedales, and an 

active involvement with the church 

community as well as with the bell 

ringers of the area. There will be 

many who remember him, including 

ex-pupils, with affection and  

respect.. 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk


27 

  

Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm 

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion as arranged each time 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

 Jonathan Selby  02392 593062  selby345@btinternet.com 

 Bubbles Silk  263822 bubbles.silk@btinternet.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:selby345@btinternet.com
mailto:bubbles.silk@btinternet.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

