
  

As we celebrate Harvest Festival, 

and hover on the edge of an orderly 

or disorderly Brexit (or perhaps not), 

it seemed a good time to sit down 

with our local farmers to chat about 

what the future of farming might 

look like for three farms within our 

parishes of Steep and Stroud. 

I was delighted to be joined by Rich-

ard and Harvey Coles (Aldersnapp 

Farm), Oliver Howe (New Buildings 

Farm) and Christopher and Andrew 

Snow (Rothercombe Farm) for an 

evening, not quite around the fire, at 

the Seven Stars last month to gath-

er their thoughts. Coincidentally, this 

subject is also receiving a lot of air 

time on TV, the Radio (The Archers 

included), organisations such as 

THE FUTURE FOR OUR FARMS IN STEEP AND STROUD IS …….  

INTRIGUING 

STEEP AND STROUD NEWSLETTER 

NO 575                                    OCTOBER 2019 

CPRE and the National Trust, and 

magazines such as Country Life. 

There was plenty to talk about. 

What quickly became clear is the 

passion that allof the them have for 

their farms, the importance of small,  

 

family-run farms that underpin the 

whole agricultural sector in the UK 

and the changing face of govern-

ment subsidies. These are moving 

away from production-only to envi-

ronmentally focused production with 

larger areas marked for natural 

growth – such as flower meadows. 

Oliver likened this to “set-aside, but 

with a purpose”, and all five agreed 

that each was much more of a con-

servationist than before, and that 

this should come with education 



2 

rather than legislation. 

The demise of tenant farming was 

mourned, owing to tenants being 

shut-out due to landowners receiv-

ing subsidy payments, not the peo-

ple farming the land. This is making 

it almost impossible for someone 

who is not already a member of a 

farming family to break into farming 

and led to each of them expressing 

concerns over where future farm 

labour is going to come from. Small 

farms simply cannot sustain a large 

family, as they might have done in 

the past, and many one-man farms 

are just that. 

The economic factors are exacerbat-

ed by the high level of technological 

knowledge that a farmer now re-

quires, coupled with complicated 

and repetitive paperwork. 

Consequently, nationally the agricul-

tural industry is seeing larger farms 

with more automation and greater 

economies of scale, coupled with 

supermarket pricing pushing prices 

down whilst welfare standards re-

main, rightly, high. 

So, what of the future for our three 

farms? 

Brexit is felt to be more of a pain 

than an opportunity, whereas Cli-

mate Change is considered by all of 

them to definitely be an opportunity. 

Farmers have always had to adapt 

to changing tastes and markets 

and whilst all three farms do not 

expect there to be radical changes 

soon to what they do, there may be 

subtle changes to how they do it. 

All three farms used to have dairy 

herds (when I moved to Stroud 24 

years ago there were five herds in 

the immediate area, now there are 

none) and they do not foresee a 

return owing to the prohibitively 

high capital cost of buying a herd 

and installing a milking parlour The 

dairy industry has changed for good 

and our farms will continue with 

grain and arable (interestingly, na-

tionally 40% of agricultural land is 

only suitable for livestock grazing / 

grass). 

There is a definite change in 

‘cropping’ (growing cash crops) in 

the Southern counties with more 

land being turned over to vines – 

including sizeable investments by 

French companies. Sparkling wines 

are considered the best grape vari-

eties to grow in the UK at present, 

although that may change as the 

climate does. 

More crops may be grown as ani-

mal fodder and for use in digesters 

to produce fuel, although the jury is 

still out on whether this is an eco-

nomically sustainable means of 

production. 
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Diversification, which has always 

underpinned the most viable farm-

ing enterprises, is now essential. All 

the farmers felt that this area – with 

its proximity to pockets of high 

wealth, conurbations, and effective 

transport links, is good for diversifi-

cation – particularly the A3. 

Having a flavour now for the what 

the future might hold I asked how 

they felt about it, and Harvey 

summed up everyone’s feelings in 

one word – “Intriguing”. 

I also asked what we might be able 

to do to help our local farmers: 

Go back to seasonal foods; 

Grow our own fruit and veg; 

Be educated about where the food 

on the supermarket shelves comes 

from; 

Encourage any school with which 

you have a connection to visit a 

farm; and 

Look out for ‘Open Farm Sundays’ 

and go and visit; 

Be intrigued by what goes on at a 

farm (I added that one). 

Jeremy Mitchell 

25 YEARS AGO 
HALLOWEEN, or The Eve of All Saints Day 

 To set the scene of the origins of these ancient customs we must go 

back a long way, to the coming of Christianity to our country, Hallow-

e’en was the night when the spirits began to move and witches climbed 

on to their broomsticks and swept over the chimney-pots to the land of 

who knows where. When Christianity came face to face with these pagan 

superstitions it made little attempt to supress them but adapted these be-

liefs to its own ends. Evil spirits became the fallen angels whom God cast 

out of heaven, but on one night of the year they are allowed complete 

freedom so to keep their children indoors on this dangerous night, parents 

invented games like ducking for apples and roasting chestnuts ……. 

John Paddy Browne 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
There will be a meeting on Friday 

4th October at 7.30 pm in Steep 

village hall to decide the future of 

the Film Society (see page 9) 

BEDALES 
OLIVIER THEATRE    

4th October - Peeling 

8th October - Back to Back - Status 

and Signals 

LIPTON HALL 

17 October Three Schools Concert 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday 7th October . in Steep 

Marsh  

STROUD EVENING WI 
8 October - Stroud Archaeology Pro-

ject by Peter Price 

Steep Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tuesday 8th October at 10.00 - 

17th Century Farmhouses in Steep. 

 Contact  - Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 10th October.  A musical 

quiz - Stuart Farquharson-Roberts 

and his harmonica. Steep Village 

Hall at 3.30pm. 

Thursday 24th October.  Fun and 

Games (chocolate is in-

volved!)  Steep Village Hall at 

3.30pm. 

Heather Maybury -  

266855 - hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
17 October  Project Gambia – A  

Story of   Scouting, speaker Marion 

Christmas. We meet at 2.15pm at 

the Physic Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351 

stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk  

 

 DIARY DATES 

COPY FOR THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 16th October 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:stroudaftsec@hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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Bedales School Science Department will be holding a series of talks over the 

course of the year and would like to invite Steep residents to join them.  

Entrance is free.; no need for tickets, just turn up. 
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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legal challenge has been lodged 

against the Local Plan by a Steep 

resident.  Until this judicial review 

process has run its course, we do 

not think it is appropriate to proceed 

with the planned consultation.   

We will keep residents informed of 

future developments via our website 

(www.steep-pc.gov.uk), the parish 

noticeboards and the monthly 

newsletter. Questions may be 

addressed to the Parish Clerk, Jenny 

Hollington, 

 

THE POSITION OF THE 

NEWSLETTER ON THIS MATTER 

Many thanks to those who have 

sent letters and articles on the 

Church Road saga for publication in 

the newsletter. We are unable to 

publish them because, as explained 

in the June issue, our constitution 

prohibits us from becoming involved 

in controversial matters.  

However, we will continue to publish 

factual statements, such as the one 

above by Steep Parish Council. 

David Dobson, editor. 

 

 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

LAND TO THE SOUTH OF 

CHURCH ROAD AND THE LOCAL 

PLAN 

The First Local Plan for the South 

Downs National Park was adopted 

by the National Park Authority on 

2nd July.  As explained in earlier up-

dates, the new plan incorporates the 

Church Road site next to the Village 

Hall and opposite the Mill Lane 

junction within the settlement 

boundary for the village.   It has 

been identified by SDNPA as having 

the potential for between 8 and 12 

houses. 

The largest part of the site is in the 

trusteeship of the Steep in Need 

Charity and a smaller portion 

belongs to the Village Hall (also a 

Charity – the Steep War Memorial 

Village Club).  The Parish Council 

had discussed the topic recently and 

re-affirmed its wish to ensure that 

there should be the best possible 

community consultation on any 

proposals for this important site in 

the heart of the village.   

Following the adoption of the Local 

Plan, we had considered holding an 

initial public consultation event in 

the fairly near future, in conjunction 

with the two charities.  However, a 

http://www.steep-pc.gov.uk/
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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SPEEDWATCH 

Today the Parish Council has shown 

concern about the speed of cars on 

our local roads, so we have the 

Speedwatch initiative. 

This extract comes from the Steep 

Parish Minute Book 1894-1909. 

The date was possibly 1904. It is 

interesting to note that over a 

hundred years ago, the Parish 

Council we’re still showing concerns 

about traffic in Steep. One might 

wonder how many cars were on our 

roads at that time....  

Fran Box 

 

 

SAVE STEEP FILM CLUB 

Are you interested  

in saving Steep  

Film Club? 

A meeting is planned at the Vil-

lage Hall on Friday 4th October at 

7.30pm to decide its future. 

The club has been active for the 

past 15 years but sadly the origi-

nal committee have drifted away 

except me and I am in desperate 

need of help if the club is to con-

tinue, We are financially sound 

and own all the equipment. 

Please come with your offers and 

any ideas of help. 

Contact Terry Cook – 01730 

263406 
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING EVENT- 

RAMSDEAN ROAD DEVELOPMENT 

If you are interested in the afforda-

ble homes being built in Stroud, and 

would like to find out if you are eligi-

ble for one, come along to the pre-

allocations event at Langrish School, 

Stroud, GU32 3PL. 

1st OF OCTOBER 2019 6PM -8PM 

Staff from East Hampshire District 

Council and PHA Homes will be 

there to answer any questions about 

how to bid for a property using 

Hampshire Home Choice. The 12 

affordable homes comprise one, two 

& three bedroom properties. Eight of 

the homes will be for Affordable 

Rent with the remaining four being 

Shared Ownership. 

Priority will be given to applicants 

with a local connection to Stroud 

that have a housing need. 

WEBSITE 

The Stroud Parish Council website is 

live so please all take a look to keep 

up to date with Parish issues. We 

are still in need of photos to add to 

our website. So please send them to 

clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk remember, if 

people are in your photos please get 

their permission before you submit 

them. 

RECREATION GROUND  

IMPROVEMENTS 

The Council are replacing a bench 

and a picnic table on the recreation 

ground as the old ones were rotten. 

The new picnic table will be made of 

recycled material and the new 

bench will be made of metal and 

made at a local forge. We hope to 

have these installed this autumn. 

Repairs have been made to the 

Thumper tower and the remaining 

wooden memorial benches. In the 

future we hope to make improve-

ments to the gateway to enable eas-

ier and safer access to the recrea-

tion ground. So watch this space… 

HEDGES 

It is now hedge cutting season so 

we would like to ask residents take 

a look at your hedges to ensure that 

they are not overhanging paths or 

roads. Reduced visibility could 

cause an accident or injury so let-

ters will be issued to those resi-

dents who do not properly maintain 

their hedges. 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION POINT 

Stroud parish council are in the pro-

cess of refurbishing the old BT 

phone box so that it may be used 

for community notices, as a book 

exchange and lost property.  

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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ACCOUNTS - EXTERNAL AUDIT 

Stroud Parish Council has complet-

ed its final audit for the financial 

year 2018/19. These documents 

are available to view on the Parish 

Council website www.stroud-

pc.gov.uk or on the noticeboard at 

the end of Ramsdean Road. 

RAMSDEAN ROAD DEVELOP-

MENT  

Work on the site is progressing well 

due to the recent good weather. All 

roofs will be on and covered in by 

the end of September except for the 

Village Hall. First occupants are ex-

pected to move in by the end of Sep-

tember, with more to follow in  

October. 

Work has now started to the front of 

the site on Ramsdean Road; hence 

the need for the traffic lights. This 

work is programmed in to last no 

more than 8 weeks, but Cala do 

hope to improve on that. This work 

will include all the driveways and the 

new entrance to the site, then to re-

tarmac the entire footpath from the 

stream to the cottages. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL IN STROUD 

CHURCH 

I would like to make a request for 

helpers please to decorate the 

church for Stroud Harvest Festival 

on 20th October. We will meet up 

from 10.00 a.m. on Saturday 19th. 

Any flowers, fruit, vegetables and 

foliage will be gratefully received. 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

Many thanks. 

Angela Snow 

FROXFIELD CHOIR 

This term Froxfield Choir kicks off 

with something a bit different as we 

join forces with Alton Concert Or-

chestra. An Evening of Operatic Fa-

vourites, conducted by Chris Gard-

ner, will include the William Tell 

overture, the Chorus of the Hebrew 

Slaves and Nessun Dorma, among 

many other choral and orchestral 

pieces. Saturday 30 November, 

7.30pm, at the Alton Maltings Cen-

tre. Tickets £12 will be available 

from One Tree Books or via our web-

site. www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk 

Dates for the diary: as usual, we will 

lead the singing at the Privett Carol 

Service, which this year is on Sun-

day 22 December at 6.30pm.  

Choral Evensong at St Peter’s, High 

Cross is on Sunday 1 March and our 

annual summer concert at Privett 

will be on Saturday 13 June.  

Nicola Jackson 

nicola.jackson2@btopenworld 

.com 

 

http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.froxfieldchoir.co.uk/
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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TENAM SERVICE 

On Sunday 1st September the con-

gregation of All Saints’, particularly 

the children, said goodbye to Aoife-

an, who is going to Swansea Univer-

sity to study Child Development. A 

gift was given and cards signed as 

we wished him well and thanked 

him. Aiofean has been a constant in 

Sunday School for several years 

alongside parents. Our Sunday 

School will continue to operate dur-

ing term time when there is a 10.30 

Communion Service at Steep. 

Please speak to Naomi Anson, 

Tamsin Strowger or John Owen if you 

can help or want more information. 

RIDE AND STRIDE 

This took place in glorious weather 

on Saturday 14th September. The 

church was manned between 10am 

and 6pm, moving the signing sheets 

and table to the top of Hanger Way 

over lunchtime to accommodate a 

wedding. There were biscuits and 

water on offer for the cyclists and 

some younger wedding guests were 

encouraged to help themselves. A 

parent was heard to say ‘I’ve heard 

of low key receptions…’ which add-

ed to the fun of the occasion. Some 

riders were greeted by bells being 

rung, and watching the guests come 

and go made the time pass more 

quickly for those manning the 

church. Thirty five people visited the 

church, on bike, foot, by car and 

even by motor bike. Finlay Faherty 

at 8 was the only child among the 

cyclists, going down our hill for the 

first time by bike. Thanks to Fiona 

and Sarah for helping man the 

church and the Storeys for supply-

ing their windfalls. 

HARVEST BBQ ON SUNDAY 

13TH OCTOBER 

Anthony and Fiona Littlejohn are 

again welcoming us to Lythe Farm, 

Stroud at 12.30 on Sunday 13th 

October to celebrate the harvest 

with a BBQ lunch. Tickets are £5 for 

a child, £8 for an adult and £25 for 

a family. Tickets can be obtained 

from Anthony (261993), Selina 

(263641,) or Susan (268346). 

There are lovely puddings served as 

well as the BBQ. If anyone wishes to 

contribute a pudding please tell the 

ticket sellers when purchasing your 

tickets. All proceeds are in aid of All 

Saints’, Steep. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Weddings 14th September Erica 

Good and Sean Millard 

Amanda Greenlee 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com


17 

 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com


19 

TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

