
  

 

GOING GLOBAL WITH EDWARD THOMAS 

On the 1st October Petersfield Museum and the Edward Thomas Fellowship 

are together organising and hosting the inaugural Edward Thomas Literary 

Festival. For 2020 this will be a digital event and is truly going global with 

attendees already registered from Japan, the US, Russia, most of Europe 

and across the UK. 

With participation also being digital, those taking part are able to do so 

‘live’ (by Zoom on this occasion) or by pre-recording their talk or reading, 

which has also given a greater deal of flexibility to the organisers of the 

programming of the event and enabling attendees to dip in and out as they 

prefer. It will be interesting to see from feedback afterwards whether this is 

STEEP AND STROUD NEWSLETTER 

NO 585                          OCTOBER 2020 



2 

the way to go for smaller literary 

festivals like this one as it does 

enable us to ‘punch above our 

weight’ when it comes to attracting 

participants. 

The Festival itself will offer a diverse 

programme of events over three 

consecutive days from 1st – 3rd 

October inclusive, with those dates 

having been chosen to tie in 

particularly with National Poetry Day 

on the 1st (it had also been hoped 

that October 4th would have been 

the delayed ‘Birthday Walk’, but 

COVID and the ‘Rule of 6’ have 

scuppered that idea). 

The event will take the life and work 

of our local poet Edward Thomas 

and expand and explore not only his 

own literary heritage but also how 

he has inspired others, his love of 

nature and his sense of place and 

belonging. 

There are over 20 renowned poets, 

writers, and academics taking part, 

including: Daljit Nagra, Hampshire 

Poet Laureate (and previous Steep 

resident) Kathryn Bevis, Matthew 

Hollis, and The Robert Frost Society. 

The event also features 'Two poets 

in conversation: Michael Longley 

and Andrew Motion'. It is going to be 

a series of events not to be missed. 

After many of the sessions there will 

be an opportunity to join in a live 

Q&A with the participants. 

The opening day, being National 

Poetry Day, will be dedicated to 

poetry with readings throughout the 

day of Edward Thomas’s poetry by 

trustees, volunteers, and members 

of the museum’s staff, as well as by 

members of the public. In the 

morning there will be a Poetry 

Workshop run by Kathryn Bevis and 

in the evening Toby Faber will talk 

about the publishing house Faber 

and Faber and its role now as one 

of the major publishers of poetry in 

the UK. 

Friday will see Nick Denton (who 

supplied the photograph 

accompanying this article) talking 

about his project to plot the 

locations of Thomas’s poems from 

his notebooks, and other talks on 

the subjects of poetry and mental 

health, or poetry and nature. The 

evening will be rounded off with a 

selection of poetry readings by five 

Hampshire poets, led by Stephanie 

Norgate. 

Saturday is a day full of diverse 

events with many opportunities to 

engage with the speakers, who 

include the short film maker Alice D 

Cooper who will present her ‘Home 

To The Hangers’ film and then be 

available, with actor Alex Bartram 

(who played Edward Thomas), for a 

question and answer session. 
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website - https://

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/

whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-

festival.  

The Festival will also be accessible 

through Facebook, YouTube, Zoom, 

Twitter and others with events and 

sessions planned for all platforms! 

Where participants agree, 

recordings will be made and details 

as to how they may be accessed 

will be made available afterwards. 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

Jeremy Mitchell 

25 YEARS AGO 
HINTS ON GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE If you are wishing to create 

a mini meadow from scratch, have the ground prepared for late 

September. Low fertility is the key to successful wildflower gardening so 

remove some topsoil if you can. Another technique is to create chalk 

banks. Anyway, once the ground is prepared now is the time to sow grass 

and wildflower mix. It is a good time to plant bulbs that will provide  

nectar rich flowers next spring. Choose from snowdrops, crocuses, 

aconites, grape hyacinths and bluebells. 

There are various talks and 

readings throughout the day and 

highlights will be poets Andrew 

Motion and Michael Longley in 

conversation and the evening 

Frost / Thomas session which will 

include two actors (Gordon Clapp 

(NYPD Blue) and Tom Durham) 

reading letters and poetry 

composed by Frost and Thomas, 

followed by a panel discussion and 

Q&A. I have to say I am both 

honoured and daunted to be 

hosting these sessions. 

Full details of the whole Festival, 

and booking arrangements, are 

available on Petersfield Museum’s 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival
https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival
https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be on Monday, 5th 

October. Details of the meeting will 

be confirmed as soon as possible 

via the agenda on the website and 

village noticeboards.  

FROXFIELD CHOIR NEWS 

Froxfield choir is back! We met and 

sang on 10th September for the first 

time since lockdown. There were 29 

of us, and  spread out safely we 

managed to fill Privett church.  Our 

conductor Michael Servant chose 

some beautiful music and we had a 

really  good sing. 

Amateur choirs have been one of 

the last activities to be given the 

green light, although that should 

probably be the ‘proceed with cau-

tion¹ light.  Much thought and organ-

isation have gone into making re-

hearsals safe for everyone. And 

along with everyone else on the 

planet, we are prepared for changes 

to the guidelines as they appear. As 

well as meeting in real life we also 

hope to meet online to cater for 

those of our members still needing 

to be extra careful.  

Final message: come and join us if 

you are interested! 

Fiona Harvey 

STEEP FILM SOCIETY 

It has been a while but I reckon we 

have a reasonable excuse.  Howev-

er, the Steep Film Club have been 

busy in the background, even if we 

have been quiet. There have been 

many discussions in the background 

about what we can and cannot do in 

light of Govt advice and what the 

Village Hall require of us. To that 

extent we feel an update is required. 

1. Accounts – have been audited to 

the end of the year by a retired ac-

countant who is a Parish Councillor 

(of a neighbouring parish) and 

signed off.  They are available for 

anyone who want to review 

them.  The bottom line is we are in a 

healthy financial position and were 

 DIARY DATES 

COPY FOR THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 21st October 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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able to grow the bank balance prior 

to lockdown even though we spent 

over £1000 on improvements to our 

audio system. 

2. Mission and Objects – We’d like 

to remind you of what we are legally 

obliged to do: 

a. It’s mission is to: provide commu-

nity based cinema to  rural based 

community. 

b. The Objects are: the provision of 

community cinema in the interest 

of social welfare of the inhabit-

ants of Steep and its environs in 

the county of Hampshire. 

3. Films – clearly we are supposed 

to show films to the local community 

and it’s been difficult to do during 

lockdown, and as the country has 

opened up, we’ve had to take into 

account changing rules and the  

position the Village Hall trustees 

have had to take in respect of a hall 

with multiple hirers.  We are particu-

larly cognisant of our demographic, 

which we estimate has an average 

age towards the higher risk age cat-

egory for Covid-19.  So this is what 

we plan on doing, with finances al-

lowing us to foot any PPE related 

costs this side of Christmas as a 

minimum. We may buy a library of 

films to loan to members. 

4. We are looking at other ways of 

showing films to reduced numbers. 

A letter will be sent out soon listing 

all the possibilities. 

steepfilmsociety.org.uk 
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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Parish Council currently meet 

monthly on the first Monday of the 

month.   

If you are interested in the role, or to 

find out more about what is 

involved, please e-mail the Clerk – 

jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk.   

Those expressing interest will be 

asked to provide a short paragraph, 

explaining why they would like to be 

a Parish Councillor along with any 

relevant experience which can be 

brought to the role.  The closing 

date for expressions of interest is 

Monday, 26th October.   

It is intended that the new Parish 

Councillor will be co-opted at the 

November meeting. 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

I would like to add to the list of local 

shops well worth a visit: I just love to 

shop and we are jolly lucky  to have 

Butterflies lingerie in Petersfield 

(just off the High Street). There you 

can be helped to the all important 

well fitted bra. 

Could I also mention pet food from 

Farringdon Pet Shop. Lorraine’s  

voice is always so cheerful and they 

deliver.  

I also like the Petersfield Bookshop 

second hand section for poetry 

books. 

Jane Martin 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL 

Vacancy for a Parish 

Councillor 

As you will have seen in the last 

newsletter, Steep Parish Council has 

a vacancy for a Parish Councillor 

and EHDC have now confirmed that 

the vacancy can be filled by  

co-option.    

Being a Parish Councillor requires 

commitment and can be 

challenging, but is a rewarding, 

interesting and varied role for a 

community minded person who has 

time and energy to spare.  Steep 

mailto:jenny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

  

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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PETERSFIELD SHINE RADIO  

Following on from last month's 

piece about Petersfield Shine Radio 

we have found another local who 

deserves a mention. Alan Cosh lives 

in Steep Marsh and has been in-

volved since PSR started 18 months 

ago and has two shows of his own 

on Saturdays and Sundays from 

6pm to 9pm. He also does the 

morning report on Tuesdays and 

many separate feature reports, cur-

rently on historic buildings in Peters-

field. Alan tells us that he thoroughly 

enjoys doing it and has learnt a lot 

especially from the guys who origi-

nally set it up and who help the vol-

unteers with their knowledge of the 

broadcasting industry. If like Alan 

you are retired and looking for an-

other interest, why not get in touch 

on 01730-555-500 or email 

team@shineradio.uk. Happy listening.  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  

GREEN RECOVERY BOOST FROM 

‘ACTIVE TRAVEL’ MEASURES 

Over 40 new temporary footpath 

and cycleway measures have been 

installed in Hampshire since June, 

providing people with the space to 

travel by bike or on foot. 

As well as helping people to keep 

their social distance, these 

schemes are also helping to tackle 

the climate emergency and the obe-

sity crisis. At HCC we are planning 

an online Active Travel Summit in 

October to which many Town and 

Parish Council representatives will 

be invited. Please let me know if you 

have a particular interest in attend-

ing (virtually). 

The temporary ‘pop-up’ scheme in 

Petersfield received a mixed re-

sponse and the barriers in Lavant St 

and Chapel St were consequently 

removed. The temporary barriers on 

the High St will be replaced by plant-

ers later this year which will look a 

lot better. 

A bid to HM Government for a fur-

ther £3.45 million has been submit-

ted by Hampshire County Council to 

deliver a range of schemes to help 

redesign roads and high streets to 

support social distancing, assist 

economic recovery and support peo-

ple who want to continue walking 

and cycling more.  The outcome of 

this bid is expected in the Autumn. 

BACK TO SCHOOL SAFELY  

CAMPAIGN 

Hampshire’s schools welcomed all 

children back in September, with 

support from the HCC team.  

GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS 

Although exams did not take place 

this year, there were plenty of other 

mailto:team@shineradio.uk
mailto:team@shineradio.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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sources of stress for pupils, not 

least the uncertainty over the re-

sults process. I feel that pupils fully 

deserve their grades and I would 

therefore like to congratulate them 

and their teachers for their hard 

work and strong performance. 

CAREERS GUIDANCE FOR YOUNG 

PEOPLE 

Hampshire Futures and the Hamp-

shire Careers Partnership have 

launched a new website called 

“Flying Start Hampshire” to support 

the county’s young people, especial-

ly Year 11 students as they  move 

on from secondary education to 

further and higher education, train-

ing or employment.  

Flying Start contains links to re-

sources that will help when consid-

ering a course at sixth form, college, 

apprenticeship or future employ-

ment options, and helps young peo-

ple explore their options and 

achieve success. Young people who 

may be feeling anxious either due to 

the pandemic or any other reason 

can find, on the website, a section 

dedicated to improving mental 

health and wellbeing. The website 

can be accessed at this link: 

https://www.sunoutreach.org/

resource-category/flying-start-

hampshire/ 

 

LIBRARIES CONSULTATION  

CONCLUDES 

Parish Councils will recall that HCC 

launched a consultation on the fu-

ture of the Library Service in January 

2020. Over 21,200 people and or-

ganisations responded which makes 

it one of the most successful consul-

tations in Hampshire in recent 

years. As a result of feedback re-

ceived, the decision has been taken 

to close 8 libraries (rather than 10 

originally proposed) and reduce 

opening hours by an average of 20% 

in all libraries (rather than the 15% 

originally proposed). The 8 libraries 

set to close are: Blackfield, Elson, 

Fair Oak, Horndean, Lee-on-the-

Solent, Lyndhurst, Odiham and 

South Ham. Uptake of HCC’s digital 

library offering has continued to 

increase in 2020 which supports 

the Library Transformation process. 

Residents can borrow books and 

audiobooks via the BorrowBox app. 

FINANCIAL POSITION OF HCC 

There has been a lot of comment in 

the media about the financial diffi-

culties facing local government. 

Hampshire County Council is facing 

exceptional costs from the Covid-19 

crisis due to the extra care costs 

involved in looking after the elderly 

and the lost income during the lock-

down (e.g. at the Country Parks, 

https://www.sunoutreach.org/resource-category/flying-start-hampshire/
https://www.sunoutreach.org/resource-category/flying-start-hampshire/
https://www.sunoutreach.org/resource-category/flying-start-hampshire/
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which were all closed). These costs 

are still being counted but will cer-

tainly run to over £100m. A key 

question for us now is how much of 

these losses will be compensated by 

Government. So far, HCC has re-

ceived three tranches of emergency 

payments from central government, 

totalling £61.5m. We are hoping for 

further compensation. 

The crisis has understandably de-

layed implementation of our Trans-

formation to 2021 programme un-

der which HCC was identifying need-

ed annual savings of £80m. The 

Hampshire Cabinet and officers are 

working hard to get back on track. 

Hampshire is not in imminent dan-

ger of going bust, as Northampton-

shire County Council did last year. I 

believe we are one of the best-run 

County Councils in the country with 

services that are rated good or out-

standing across the Board. We also 

have strong reserves which enable 

us to invest in new schools and in-

frastructure.  

Nevertheless, the future funding of 

social care clearly needs to be re-

solved in order for HCC to maintain 

its strong financial position. There 

are signs that the Government in-

tends to put forward a new plan for 

social care in the Autumn. The Com-

prehensive Spending Review 

launched in July is another oppor-

tunity to put local government onto a 

sustainable financial footing, as is 

the Devolution White Paper (also 

promised for the Autumn). I am 

therefore optimistic that our County 

Council will get through this chal-

lenging period in relatively good 

shape. 

Russell Oppenheimer - County  

Councillor for Petersfield Hangers 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL AND THE 

CHARITY COMMISSION 

You may have seen on the notice-

boards a formal notification from the 

Charity Commission, advising of its 

intention to allow the Steep War 

Memorial Village Club (the charity 

responsible for Steep Village Hall) to 

sell a small portion of land to re-

lease funds to further the objects of 

the charity. This is an opportunity 

arising from the proposals by the 

Steep in Need charity to proceed 

with the development of the Church 

Road site next to the Village Hall. 

The allocation of the Steep in Need  

land, together with this smaller por-

tion of Village Hall land, for develop-

ment was determined by the South 

Downs National Park Authority’s 

Local Plan adopted on July 2019, 

and as discussed in various articles 

in the Steep Newsletter and at two 

public meetings. A full list of ques-

tions and answers from those public 

meetings can be viewed via the 
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Steep Parish Council website.  

Jenny Hollington, Secretary, Steep 

War Memorial Village Club 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

MEETINGS – VIRTUAL VS PHYSICAL 

In September, the Parish Council 

was able to hold its first physical 

meeting in the Village Hall for sever-

al months. However, with the recent 

tightening of government guidance, 

it is likely that the October meeting 

will need to revert to a virtual one. 

Members of the public are, of 

course, very welcome to join our 

virtual meetings and instructions on 

how to join are to be found on the 

published Parish Council agendas. 

TREE WORK ON STEEP COMMON 

The Parish Council has been moni-

toring the progress of Ash Dieback 

fungal disease on the ash trees in 

the woodland and areas surrounding 

the playing field. We have taken pro-

fessional advice and decided that, in 

the interests of public safety, a num-

ber of trees which are close to the 

school, the footpaths and Church 

Road, regretably need to be felled. 

This work will be carried out by a 

local contractor in early October. 

Safety measures will be in place 

during the work, which is expected 

to last for several days. 

CHURCH ROAD OPEN SPACE  

CONSULTATION 

The Parish Council’s consultation 

exercise towards the end of August 

sought views from the community on 

the potential uses for the “20% 

Open Space” area which would be 

created by any development of the 

land near to the Village Hall.  

We are grateful for the good re-

sponse to this exercise by the 

14th September deadline.  Council-

lors will now consider all of the input 

received and provide a feedback 

report in a future newsletter. 

   

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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The Parish Council last met at the 

end of July at which, amongst other 

things, it was confirmed that a visit 

to the new village hall for the council 

will soon be arranged as this 

development reaches its final 

stages. Alongside this it was agreed 

that new kissing gates will be 

purchased for footpaths around the 

village to make them more 

accessible; an update on this work 

will be provided in due course. The 

Council has received positive 

feedback about the recent work at 

the recreation ground and further 

information on the safety surfacing 

work and replacement bench can be 

expected soon. Since the meeting, 

hedges around the area have been 

cut back by Hampshire County 

Council.  

As the autumn term resumes and 

more and more people return to 

their offices, you’ll have noticed that 

our roads have become busier again 

– and so our thoughts turn to 

Speedwatch. New volunteers are 

needed to join the team to help us 

keep a check on the rate at which 

motorists travel through our village. 

Full training is given to help get you 

ready for roadside activity. Please 

contact Cllr Carl Foulston via the 

Clerk - clerk@stroud-

parish.hants.gov.uk if you’d like to 

be involved. 

We are privileged to live in such a 

beautiful area so why not take your 

camera the next time you go for a 

walk and enter the 2020/2021 

South Downs Photo Competition? 

The first prize is £250 for whoever 

best captures this year’s theme of 

‘My tranquil haven’. As well as adult 

categories there are two for budding 

young photographers – one for the 

under 10s and one for 11-17 year-

olds. More details can be found at 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/

care-for/enter-the-south-downs-

photo-competition/ and the closing 

date is 23rd October.  (With so much 

going on in our National Park it can 

be hard to keep abreast of all the 

activities on offer – the South 

Downs newsletter is a great way to 

stay in touch: https://

www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/09/

September-

2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FI

NAL.pdf ) 

Hampshire County Council is looking 

for local people to join a new forum 

to help shape the delivery of 

essential services and support the 

county to get ‘back on its feet’ post 

COVID-19. They would like to hear 

from people from all walks of life, 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

mailto:clerk@stroud-parish.hants.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-parish.hants.gov.uk
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/care-for/enter-the-south-downs-photo-competition/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/care-for/enter-the-south-downs-photo-competition/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/care-for/enter-the-south-downs-photo-competition/
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/September-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/September-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/September-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/September-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/September-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/September-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf
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training class, Hatha and Vinyasa 

flow yoga classes, Yoga for runners 

and cyclists, Pilates, Stretch and 

exercise classes for older people 

and the most welcome return to the 

village of Stroud Evening WI. 

If there is something you would like 

to see taking place at the Hall (and 

is permissible under current 

legislation) please let the Hall 

Manager, Joanna Sweet 

(Joanna.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org) 

know – perhaps there is someone 

out there who would like to run an 

after-school art club, or a day-group. 

Likewise, if you would like to offer 

your services in a voluntary capacity 

to help in the running or 

management of the Hall again 

please let Jo know. 

We look forward to welcoming you to 

our new hall gradually over the next 

few months, once it is open. 

Jeremy Mitchell 

the only criteria being that you are 

over 18 and live in Hampshire. 

Known as Hampshire Perspectives, 

forum members will be asked to 

give their views on a wide range of 

topics from social care to climate 

change and economic prosperity, 

though in the early days the focus 

will be on post COVID-19 initiatives. 

More information can be found 

here: https://www.hants.gov.uk/

hampshire-perspectives  

READY, STEADY, GO 

No, we’re not planning on holding a 

Sixties pop-show evening to 

announce the opening of the new 

Village Hall in Stroud (sadly the 

‘Rule of 6’ and other Social-

distancing legislation will not permit 

‘mingling’ on that scale), but I am 

pleased to say that (at the time of 

writing this article) we expect the 

new Hall to be in use from 1st 

November. 

Hand-over to the Village Hall 

trustees is scheduled for the end of 

September and this will be followed 

by a hectic period of fitting out and 

creating a Covid-secure 

environment to make it ready for 

hirers. 

Current prospective hirers (all of 

whom are able to operate in a Covid

-secure setting) include a Baby 

Sensory group, a puppy and dog 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-perspectives
https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-perspectives
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 

closed until  

late 2020 for  

our £3.7m  

Pathways  

into the Past  

expansion and 

refurbishment 

project. 

Our walks, talks and education 

programmes continue – find out more 

about these and our Museum Road-

show activities via our website: 

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

077919 62327 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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CHURCH SERVICES OUTSIDE 

We have continued to meet outside 

whilst the weather remains fair. The 

chairs are arranged apart and we 

can breathe the good air freely. 

There is no singing by the 

congregation but what a treat it was 

to hear our choir singing under their 

new director Lucy McIlwraith. 

FELLOWSHIP 

Although we normally dispense with 

coffee during August it was felt that 

we would provide this outside so we 

CHURCH SERVICES INSIDE 

Both congregation and clergy are 

proving how adaptable we can be 

whilst still adhering to government 

regulations and keeping all safe. We 

had one service socially distanced 

without face coverings but now we 

both wear masks and keep at a 

reasonable distance from other 

households. John and Susie do not 

need masks unless distributing 

communion when they are covered 

and we are seated. 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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could linger after the service, 

drinking from our own mugs and 

catching up with people’s news. We 

will continue offering refreshment 

outside as long as it is possible. 

ALL AGE SERVICE ON 6TH 

SEPTEMBER 

We showed how we were 

responding to change by having 

coffee outside then moved inside 

listening to an instant choir whilst 

Gerald played our restored organ 

and then moved outside. Here the 

children with some input from 

adults enacted the story of Jonah 

and the Whale, boat supplied by the 

Ansons and whale conjured up by 

Celeste Anson and a sheet. Ellie 

then led us in prayer whilst 

Balthazar looked on comforted by a 

biscuit. We then moved back inside 

to listen to another hymn and the 

blessing, followed by Gerald playing. 

RIDES AND STRIDES 12TH 

SEPTEMBER 

Beautiful weather meant that the 

greeters at Steep could sit in the 

sunshine and welcome sponsored 

riders and striders. Stroud Church 

was also being visited and to quote 

our vicar ‘How good to see some 

regular activities taking place’. 

EARLY COMMUNION SERVICES 

RETURNED ON 13TH 

SEPTEMBER 

There will be alternating services at 

Steep and Stroud using the Book of 

Common Prayer at 8.30am. 

Amanda Gleenlea 

A scratch choir of six + one was allowed on one day 



22 

  

Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AND HOLIDAY PROVIDER 

Personalised, Tailor-made solutions Worldwide 

For inspiring ideas 

Call Michael on 07555 746201 or email  

michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk    

Haslemere Travel acts as an agent for ATOL holders and is fully  

licenced and bonded for 100% Financial Protection 

 

mailto:michael@haslemeretravel.co.uk
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

