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STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

Our centenary show – and what a 

show. It was the first big village 

event since lockdown, and the vil-

lage came out in force. We have 

never had so many visitors in the 

afternoon, the number of exhibitors 

was up 10% on the last show, and 

there were over 650 individual ex-

hibits. The marquee looked stun-

ning, helped by the fact that we had 

180 exhibits in the flower classes. 

A hundred years ago the show was 

both the same and different. Thanks 

to Petersfield library’s splendid new 

microfilm reader we have been able 

to find the newspaper report of that 

first show, held at Ashford Chace in 

a “commodious garden hall” which 

Mr Aubyn Trevor-Battye had had 

constructed specifically for flower 

shows. It was very much an affair of 

gentry and commoners. The gentry 

entered beautiful flowers and vege-

tables, grown by their gardeners, 

and the cottagers in a separate sec-

tion showed produce which was 

probably no less good. Nowadays 

the wealthy and/or titled local peo-

ple (and there are some among our 

exhibitors) compete on level terms 

with the rest of us. 

The weather was “most favourable” 

on show day in 1921, and again in 

2021, but in both years the weath-

er in the previous weeks had not 

been kind. They too had crowds of 

visitors and in both shows the judg-

es commented favourably on the 

quality of the exhibits. In 1921 the 

Steep Choral Society sang madri-

gals; in 2021 we had members of 

the National Youth Jazz Orchestra – 

rather a different genre. 

Prizes were “graciously distributed” 

by Miss Trevor-Battye in 1921; in 

2021 we went one up, with Steep’s 

own Lord Llewellyn of Steep. Lord 

Llewellyn may have worked all over 

the world, most recently as British 

ambassador in Paris, but his roots 

are in Steep, and he began his edu-

cation at Steep School. 

Side shows featured in both shows. 

The Newsletter Team have been delighted to introduce colour to several re-

cent editions of the Newsletter, but this increases our production costs by 

some £100 per issue and stretches our resources considerably. Happily vil-

lagers have helped by sponsoring the extra expense and if any reader, or 

group, would like to brighten our lives by following their excellent example 

David Dobson or Celia Storey would love to hear from  you. Anonymity or a 

fulsome credit according to taste! Thank you to the kind donor for this issue. 
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The advertisement in the Hants & 

Sussex News for the very first show 

promises Children’s Sports, Greasy 

Pole for All, Madrigals and Dancing 

7pm – 10pm. In 1928 there was 

the ultimate in attractions – show-

man Fred Kimber’s lioness. The 

paper reports dolefully that she was 

20 years old and docile as a cat. A 

hundred years on you could try your 

hand at Splat the Rat or Welly 

Wanging, buy a beautiful spoon 

carved from the churchyard yew, 

view an exhibition about the history 

of the show, or just relax with our 

delicious teas and enjoy the music 

from members of the National Youth 

Jazz Orchestra. Teas seem to have 

been an important feature all 

through the years. 

There was a gap from 1939 until 

the show was revived in 1950. Word 

of mouth had informed us that the 

first post war show was held in 

1947 at Soal Farm. In fact the 

Hants & Sussex News tells us that it 

was on the common, and the date 

was 1950. Col & Mrs Glover of Soal 

Farm were instrumental in getting it 

going, and Col Glover was chairman 

until he handed over to Lord 

Horder.  

There were several venues over the 

years, Soal Farm, the grounds of 

Ashford House, Steep village hall, 

until it finally came to rest at Be-

dales, first in the dining room and 

later in the quad. The wonderful 

marquee we have today dates from 

1995, thanks to Bedales bursar 

and keen committee member Bruce 

Moore. The show immediately ex-

panded to fill the new space availa-

ble. 

Where will the show be in 2121? 

My newsletter report after the 2019 

show finished on a pessimistic 

note, worrying that the show might 

not continue beyond its centenary. I 

am glad to report that since then 

several people have volunteered (or 

been press-ganged) on to the com-

mittee, and the show’s immediate 

future looks secure. But another 

hundred years? Who knows. We 

won’t be around to see it, but at 

least we will give its next century 

the best possible start. 

Kate Ford 

(Kate hopes to retire as secretary 

having served for over 20 years. Ed) 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
The film club has returned to 

screenings.  As yet audiences are 

relatively small – ideally we would 

see another 10 or so on a regular 

basis to cover our costs and allow 

us to put some by for cleaning the 

chairs and maintaining the kit (the 

screen needs to be serviced)  

1  October, Summerland,  

15 October, The Assistant, 

29 October, 23 Walks  

Book tickets in advance - 267784 or 

steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 4th October in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

BEDALES 
LUPTON HALL   

Friday 1st October - Catch of the 

Day . (£14/12) 

Tuesday 5th October - Sebastian 

Bergne in Conversation 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk  

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
Tues 12th October at 10am in Steep 

Village Hall. Following the details in 

the September newsletter, just a 

reminder that Steep History Group 

will be starting up again with our 

meeting at 10am on 12th Oct. Turn 

up at the Village Hall on the day, or 

get in touch with me for more de-

tails. There is a small charge to at-

tend, payable on the day. I look for-

ward to welcoming old members 

and new ones too. The subject is yet 

to be decided: either the social his-

tory story of a Napoleonic prisoner 

of war who lived on parole in Steep 

in 1790s, or information about the 

old Lutcombe cottage which once 

existed on the Ashford Hangers, and 

its former occupants. The history 

group looks at the past social histo-

ry stories of Steep village. No histori-

cal knowledge required.  

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

STROUD EVENING WI 
Tuesday 12th October -  John  

Richards will be telling us about The 

Bayeux Tapestry at 7.30 p.m. in 

Stroud Village Hall. Visitors are very 

welcome. 

Stroud Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Angela Snow - 263428 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
2.15pm at the Physic Garden 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 14th October.  “Wacky 

 DIARY DATES 
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 deep, tune our vocal cords once 

more and prepare for the season 

ahead.  We are very much looking 

forward to our first performance in 

public again at St Peter’s Church at 

High Cross, Froxfield, on Saturday 

27 November – put the date in your 

diary now!  Concert pieces will be 

confirmed in due course, and we 

have a plentiful repertoire of unper-

formed pieces to choose from, 

learned during the various lock-

downs! 

If you live in the surrounding area, 

whether a new resident or old, and 

would like to join our friendly group 

of happy singers, you would be 

made to feel very welcome, and 

we’d love to meet you.  We have a 

fantastic and enthusiastic Music 

Director in Michael Servant who 

makes every rehearsal an uplifting 

evening out.  Please do get in touch 

via Lesley Howe at 

lkhowe58@gmail.com for more de-

tails, or look at our website https://

froxfieldchoir.co.uk   

Finally, we have BIG plans for 2022 

– our 50th Anniversary! 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram 

and Twitter @Froxfield Choir 

 

Wednesday Ukulele Group” enter-

tain us with well-known songs and 

songs from the shows. Steep Village 

Hall at 2.30pm. 

Thursday 28th October.  Sociable 

Tea and sharing our thoughts about 

whether values have changed be-

cause of the pandemic.  Steep Vil-

lage Hall at 2.30pm. 

Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

& Judy Thompson - 267362 

SAFARI SUPPER 

A few years ago many of us in the 

village enjoyed a ‘safari supper’.  

You’ll be familiar with the idea – 

participants start at one house in 

the village for a first course and then 

move on to have a main course with 

a different host and group of guests, 

all ending up at the same venue for 

pudding. Covid rules permitting, we 

are planning a repeat of this very 

pleasant event on  

9th October and hope that as many 

people as possible will join us.  

Selina Garstin   

Selina@garstinfamily.co.uk  263641 

Jane Owen    

janemcneillowen@gmail.com   

264282   

FROXFIELD CHOIR RETURNS 

Froxfield Choir sings again!  Re-

hearsals started on Thursday 9 Sep-

tember and will continue every 

Thursday evening hence!  After the 

summer break, it’s time to breathe 

mailto:lkhowe58@gmail.com
mailto:Selina@garstinfamily.co.uk
mailto:janemcneillowen@gmail.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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COPY FOR THE NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Monday 18th October 
 To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

EXPLORE Steep’s night skies   

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 

Monday 25 October  

6.30PM 

Join Dan Oakley, SDNP Dark Skies Officer will talk about 
the importance of dark skies in the Park, and explore the 

heavens with his many telescopes.  

For more information please contact  

Freddie Holmes on Freddie.holmes@steep-pc.gov.uk 

 
Steep Bonfire and Fireworks 

Bang! - We're Back for '21! 

Save the date - 5th November - Bonfire starting at 6.45 with fire-
works at 7.15 

Gates open from 5.30 at Steep Common 

We are looking for Steep Youngsters of all ages to give us a hand with 
the build. 

Dates - Sunday 17th, 24th and 31st October 10am - 12 noon each 
week. 

Refreshments provided. 

All ages very welcome 

Any questions - call Paul 07768 726430 or 01730 263641 

mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk


9 

ALMA’S COFFEE CART 

Alma’s weekly coffee and cakes 

have been a wonderful addition to 

the village throughout lockdown. 

She is now moving on, to take over 

the café in OneTree Books in Peters-

field. The Parish Council would like 

to thank her for all her efforts and to 

wish her best for the future, and 

also to thank Steep Together for 

organizing the cart in the first place. 

CHURCH ROAD LAND 

The Chairman has been having reg-

ular meetings with Antony Littlejohn 

of Steep in Need re the possible 

development at Church Road. We 

understand that the developer has 

been gathering information prior to 

putting forward a plan for the site. 

He held a very positive meeting with 

some residents over the summer 

and we will be pushing for dates for 

consultation on his plans as soon as 

possible.  

PROJECT GIGABIT 

The government has allocated up to 

£250 million to improve broadband 

speeds in rural Hampshire. Speeds 

of up to 24Mbps are already theo-

retically available in Steep but this 

should raise that to up to 50 giga-

bits within two years.  Funding for 

both homes and businesses is  

available:  

https:/gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk 

RETROFITTING HOMES FOR ENERGY 

SAVING 

Pecan – the Petersfield Climate Ac-

tion Network – have funding from 

SDNP and from the National Energy 

Foundation to help residents make 

their homes more energy efficient. 

They now have two dedicated mem-

bers of staff so please contact them 

at https://petersfieldcan.org/

projects/energy-efficient-homes or 

Russell Oppenheimer  

Russell.Oppenheimer@hants.gov.uk 

if you are interested.  

BREACHES OF PLANNING  

CONTROLS 

We are lucky to live in a particularly 

beautiful part of Hampshire and it 

deserves protecting.  

Cllr Nick Drew assured us that the 

compliance team at EHDC are tak-

ing a more active approach to fail-

ures to abide by planning regulation: 

they will take people to court if they 

don’t stick to the rules. If you know 

of breaches, please inform the team 

at https://www.easthants.gov.uk/

  STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL by Freddie Holmes 

https://petersfieldcan.org/projects/energy-efficient-homes
https://petersfieldcan.org/projects/energy-efficient-homes
mailto:Russell.Oppenheimer@hants.gov.uk
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-compliance-and-enforcement
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cancel some sessions due to a lack 

of volunteers so if anyone could give 

an hour a month to help, at a time to 

suit them, that would be fantastic. 

Contact Jenny Hollington on jen-

ny.hollington@steep-pc.gov.uk 

We are also hoping to install a speed 

indicator on Stoner Hill, and are get-

ting in quotes. In the short term we 

will borrow one from EHDC.  

BRICKYARDS 

Following issues with working hours 

at the Brickyards, EHDC compliance 

team are now working with business-

es there to ensure they abide by the 

rules.  

FLOODING IN ASHFORD LANE 

Water flowed across the lane at the 

bottom of the Hangers Way for some 

days in the middle of August. The 

blockage has now been cleared but 

please report any flooding online: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/

transport/roadmaintenance/

roadproblems/flooding. This is the 

quickest way to get a response.  

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    
Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

planning-compliance-and-

enforcement. If you send Nick a 

copy of your email acknowledge-

ment, he will follow up with the 

team: nick.drew@easthants.gov.uk 

AIRCRAFT NOISE 

Has anyone noticed an increase in 

noise from low-flying aircraft over 

recent weeks? Farnborough Airport 

have recently changed their flight 

paths so that planes are coming 

over us at lower altitudes, with inev-

itable impact on the tranquillity of 

Steep and surrounding are-

as.  Please report any concerns to 

Nick, nick.drew@easthants.gov.uk 

SPEEDWATCH AND SPEED  

INDICATORS 

Our dedicated volunteers have 

been out and about around Steep, 

and are having a real impact, with 

speeds being reduced by over 50% 

in some cases. We are being held 

up as poster boys to other parishes, 

so a huge thank you the whole 

team. Currently they are having to 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-compliance-and-enforcement
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-compliance-and-enforcement
mailto:nick.drew@easthants.gov.uk
mailto:nick.drew@easthants.gov.uk


12 

 

077919 62327 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly 

people who need Cheerful and Con-

structive Help to live Happily in their 

Own Homes. Property Management ; 

for weekenders or just very busy peo-

ple Refurbishing Properties. Excellent 

references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: 

phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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encourage insects, and over the 

winter we will be planting a variety 

of native trees to replace those 

felled. This work is all in accordance 

with the Forestry Commission Felling 

licence and with thanks to SDNPA 

woodland officer and EHDC. 

 

ALMA’S COFFEE CART 

Sadly, by the time you read this, 

Alma’s coffee cart in Steep will be 

no more….. Her last Saturday here 

was 18th September. She came in 

the freezing depths of November 

2020 in the midst of Covid lock-

down. It was a venture brought to 

our village by ‘Steep Together’. In a 

time of local controversy and divi-

sion, a chance for people to come 

together was much needed. It 

proved more than successful. Alma 

Blackwell has been with us in Steep 

Village Hall car park almost every 

Saturday since. Our weekends have 

been brightened by her small, con-

verted horsebox and a sunny face 

greeting all at the hatchway. We 

were offered good coffee and a vari-

ety of tempting treats including 

those famous cinnamon buns. All 

was organic, sustainably sourced 

and produced. At a time when we 

were starved of company, the place 

initially became a welcome oppor-

tunity to meet others briefly while 

queuing. More recently there has 

LOOMIES PLANNING APPLICATION 

The council resolved to object to the 

latest planning application at Loom-

ies Moto Café in West Meon 

(SDNP/21/03384/FUL), which 

seems to form part of wider plans to 

develop the site.   In spite of 84 ob-

jections from local parish councils 

and residents, SDNP recently ap-

proved  a retrospective application 

for a shop and for four containers to 

be used as storage, workshop and 

office space. The current proposal 

seeks to repurpose a caravan cur-

rently used as office as living space 

providing two bedrooms. 

Any intensification and expansion of 

the business at Loomies seems 

likely to attract more motorbikes to 

an area where there are already 

very serious concerns about noise 

and safety issues. Introducing a 

residential use on this site might 

well pave the way for a permanent 

residence there.  

STEEP COMMON 

The PC have successfully applied for 

funding from EHDC to remove ash 

trees on the Common which are 

suffering from die back. Phase 1 of 

the work was carried out last year. 

We are now into Phase 2, and 

around 15 trees will be taken down 

in October. Some wood will be left 

on the ground and some will be left 

as stumps. BrUsh will be piled to 
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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been the opportunity to linger long-

er. A social hub has formed in which 

to sit in the sun and meet others 

from the village – often new ones 

whom one would not otherwise have 

known. What a shame to lose this! 

Alma is moving on to pastures new 

and has taken on the running of the 

café at One Tree Books. We will all 

miss her. The village of Steep 

thanks you Alma for all you have 

done for us. We wish you well in 

your new venture. Many have said 

that they would like a coffee stop in 

Steep to continue. Is there someone 

else out there who would be willing 

to organise, or help with something 

similar? It does not have to be a 

cart. Do you have any ideas? Please 

get in touch with me or with Steep 

Parish Council if you have some 

thoughts, or could help.  

Fran Box 01730266284 email 

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk 

 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

Welcome back to the Stroud Village 

Hall for the Autumn term.  The hall 

is busy and buzzing with classes 

and parties and we are now taking 

bookings into the New Year. Our 

Social Committee are busy planning 

some wonderful events to keep you 

and your families entertained as the 

nights draw in.  Join us on Hallow-

een for some spooky fun at our Trick 

or Treat party, information and tick-

ets available on the website - 

stroudvillagehall.org/event/trick-or-

treat-halloween-party.  Also save the 

date for the Christmas Quiz on Fri-

day 10th December.  To keep up to 

date with all our regular classes and 

events join our Facebook page and 

website www.stroudvillagehall.org. 

We kick off with the first of our 

“Soup and Social” afternoons on 

Monday 25th October at 12.30pm, 

all welcome to join us for a bite to 

eat and a chat. 

The Revels raised just short of 

£2000 for The Oaks Children’s char-

ity at Froxfield. As a community we 

would like to support more local 

charities and we would welcome 

your suggestions.  

We would like to welcome our new 

Trustee Leah Newland.  Leah is a 

relatively new resident of Stroud 

and will be a great asset to our Trus-

tee team. 

For all bookings and enquiries for 

the Village Hall please contact Jo at 

joanne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org  

Joanne Sweet 

about:blank
about:blank
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWS-

LETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 

If you would like to advertise 

please contact Ray Street on 

892656 or email  

steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: 

www.steepvillage.com 

 Pro-Pest-Plus 

Pest control and prevention 

services 

Rats, Mice, Moles, Fleas, Wasps, 

Moths, Bedbugs, Pigeons,  Squirrels, 

Cockroaches and other pest species 

Matt Hammond 

07570 353076 

01730 262614 

info@propestplus.co.uk 

BPCA qualified 

 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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EXPLORING CLIMATE EMERGEN-

CY IN A NATIONAL PARK  
Activists share their experiences of 

how a rural community is seeking to 

use the momentum of COP26 to act 

on climate change.  

By Lionel Fanshawe, landscape  

architect and director at  terra firma 

In early June this year, I was ap-

proached by our local councillor to 

join one of three Action Groups be-

ing pulled together to explore cli-

mate change issues within the East 

Hampshire area, with a view to re-

porting to a community event in Oc-

tober before COP26 in Glasgow at 

the beginning of November. Led by 

the office of the local MP Damien 

Hinds, the intention is to discuss 

these global issues in a manner that 

might inform and engage residents 

and raise awareness of the environ-

mental emergency and local initia-

tives that could be most effective to 

address it.   

The three groups meet under the 

headings of Buildings, Transport, 

Land Use and Agriculture, the last 

being the panel of ten of which I am 

part. Chaired by a former Permanent 

Secretary to the Home Office, it is a 

diverse group, including farmers, 

representatives of climate change 

action groups, a leading forest sci-

entist, the ex-Chair of the South 

Downs National Park, and two land-

scape architects (Kim Wilkie and me).  

By way of background, East Hamp-

shire is a largely rural area of just 

over 500km2 administered by East 

Hampshire District Council that in-

cludes the towns of Alton, Bordon 

and Petersfield, and has a popula-

tion of just over 122,000. The area 

is known for its scenic beauty, and 

57% of the District lies within the 

the South Downs National Park.  

The majority of East Hampshire is 

farmland. Farming is well known for 

being in crisis economically, and 

among the farmers there is under-

standable concern for their liveli-

hoods, need for diversification and 

not knowing what funding will come 

with ELMS, the Environment Land 

Management Scheme which is due 

to come into place in two years’ time 

to replace the Common Agricultural 

Policy. Some good examples of pilot 

studies that are pioneering farming 

practices that provide the public 

benefits of improved carbon capture 

and biodiversity alongside sustaina-

ble production were shared with the 

group as were the benefits of com-

mon approaches with shared resources 

demonstrated by farm clusters.   

There has been much discussion in 

the group around the need for re-

generative agriculture, to concen-

trate on carbon capture, the central 

place soils have in this and that fu-

ture grant aid must focus on this. 

One session included looking at 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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woodlands (a large part of the area), 

the need to compensate for losses 

from Chalaria (Ash dieback) and 

ambitions for large scale tree plant-

ing. The work of Dr Andy Moffatt 

with volunteers from the Petersfield 

Society in producing the Petersfield 

Tree Location Survey has given an 

evidence base for the type and con-

dition of tree cover in the town 

(surprisingly lower than the national 

average). Using GIS tools, it has not 

only quickly created an audit of the 

current stock but also identified 

31,000 square metres where new 

trees might be possible in public 

areas, as well as guidance for pri-

vate gardens, accounting for climate 

resilience.  

Planning is an area that we are par-

ticularly familiar with as landscape 

architects and of course has an im-

portant role in new development 

and ensuring that the bar is raised 

in provision of green infrastructure 

and ecosystems services. The South 

Downs National Park Authority is a 

committed exponent of this land-

scape led approach but it does need 

to extend to the areas of EHDC out-

side the park boundaries and per-

missions checked and enforced at 

delivery. All this requires human 

resources. 

Central to the emerging conclusions 

of the half dozen or so ‘Teams’ 

meetings that must have taken 

place over the 3 months of this pro-

cess, are likely recommendations 

for far stronger commitment and 

leadership from central and local 

government and much better educa-

tion, information and communication. 

It is impossible to deal with climate 

change issues without collabora-

tion, and it has been a shame that 

as we near the end of the process, 

that there has been no interaction 

between the individual groups nor 

opportunity taken to meet with the 

others on buildings and transport. 

We know that these are both areas 

accounting for far bigger emissions 

than land use and in the case of 

transport, the reduction in need to 

travel, shift to less carbon intensive 

modes and improvements of tech-

nology will have been a complex 

debate for a rural area.  It is hoped 

that there will be a common call to 

set real net-zero carbon targets that 

the local authority commits re-

sources to leading.  

This process is expected to result in 

recommendations that will be pre-

sented and discussed at an open 

conference with an accompanying 

exhibition to be held in Alton on the 

8th October. Local authorities will be 

invited, and the findings will not only 

be circulated to them and the com-

munity for action, but also shared 

with Alok Sharma MP, president 

designate of COP26, ahead of the 

summit.  
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 CHURCH NEWS 
 

  

 

ALMOST NORMAL CHURCH 

SERVICES 

Anyone attending our services in 

September would find a familiar 

scene. People are seated in all the 

pews, with the beautiful kneelers for 

them to admire and use. The con-

gregation are singing hymns stand-

ing up and going up to the altar rail 

to receive communion. However, 

Steep has chosen to keep people 

safe so there are precautions still in 

place. There are hand sanitisers as 

we enter and the doors are ajar. 

Communion is in one kind and if 

wished can be taken in one’s seat. 

Masks are worn by those who wish 

to do so. There is a palpable sense 

of returning to worship together 

freely week by week. 

Our All Age Communion service on 

the 5th September was an intriguing 

one, led by Susie. In our pews were 

cardboard shapes and we were 

asked to write our names on them 

and hand them to people nearby so 

they could do the same. These were 

taken up and pinned on a board in 

front of the altar to make a body, 

named Jeremy by the children. 

Susie preached that we were one 

Body in Christ. During communion 

the adults received bread and the 

children gingerbread men to rein-

force the theme. 

RIDES AND STRIDES 

Another familiar sight this month 

was to see people visiting the 

churches in our Deanery and be-

yond on Saturday 11th September. 

From 10am until 6pm sponsored 

cyclists and strollers went  from 

church to church in aid of Hamp-

shire and the Islands Historic 

Churches Trust. Fortunately the 

weather was kind and our greeters 

could set up a welcome table on the 

gravel path and give out squash and 

garibaldi biscuits. It was good to see 

regular cyclists who don’t let their 

age (of over ninety) prevent them 

taking part. One party of walkers 

had a baby in a rucksack, kept con-

tent with a supply of dry rice crisp-

ies, and her transport  merited a 

special entry on the official attend-

ance form. 

PACT PICNIC 

Petersfield Area Churches Together 

organised a Thanksgiving picnic on 

the Heath in Petersfield to mark the 

opening up of community life as the 

pandemic diminishes. There were 

crafts for the children, music from 

the Salvation Army band and the 
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Liss Band, and at 3.30pm there was 

a combined Act of Worship. John 

delivered the opening prayers and 

Josh Thomas, the chair of PACT from 

the United Reform Church gave a 

sermon, finishing with a quotation 

from St Augustine on hope. Picnick-

ers joined in the familiar harvest 

hymns and then packed up to the 

strain of Abide with me. 

MEETINGS 

As usual the PCC and the Fabric and 

Finance committee met in Septem-

ber. These were the last ones held 

with Helen Muir Davies in the chair 

as our new churchwardens will be 

installed before they meet again in 

November. One of the items dis-

cussed was how we can update the 

kitchen and vestry extension so that 

we can enable the church to play a 

full part in the community of Steep. 

We are fortunate to have a small 

kitchen and a toilet (unlike our 

neighbouring parish of Froxfield) 

and had been planning to upgrade 

these facilities before the pandemic 

intervened. The congregation will be 

asked to give their views before any 

work starts. 

Amanda Greenlee 

 

FROM THE REGISTER 

BAPTISM 

22nd August 

Beatrice Eve Franklin Routh 

25 YEARS AGO  
STEEP VILLAGE STORES AND POST OFFICE 

Our valuable village shop will be shutting down for good from Christmas 1996 

unless custom has considerably improved.. It behoves all of us to change our 

shopping habits by then. This loss, not only to the elderly and pensioners, will be 

colossal. 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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OWLS 

Then nightly sings the staring owl 

Tu-whoo! 

Tu-whit! Tu-whoo! A merry note! 

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot 

The standard transliteration of the 

tawny’s call  of ‘tu-whit, tu-whoo’ has 

been with us for over 400 years 

since Shakespeare included it at the 

end of his poem Winter : Love’s 

Labour’s Lost  (Act  5, 

Scene 2). And while it 

fits the verse, it is not 

strictly accurate. In 

reality, it is a 

combination of two 

calls from different 

birds. The female 

making a contact call 

‘kee-wick’ followed by 

the male answering 

‘hooo-oooooo’.  

October is the time 

when tawny owls are at their most 

vocal. It is now that this season’s 

young birds have to disperse from 

their parents’ territories and make 

themselves heard as they compete 

for new ones of their own, whilst 

established birds will call in return 

to show that a territory is taken. The 

juvenile owls rarely move very far 

though; the average distance being 

around two miles. 

The structure of the hoot differs 

between individuals, and male 

tawny owls have been found to react 

more strongly to the calls of 

strangers than those of known 

neighbours. This shows that the 

owls can identify other individuals 

from their call.  

But calls don’t just reveal identity or 

the holding of a territory. Evidence 

suggests that the 

owl’s vocalisations 

can reveal all sorts 

of additional 

information to rivals 

or prospective 

mates about the 

quality of the bird 

itself. For example, 

the pitch of the call 

is related to the 

owl’s size, and the 

final ‘ooooo’ note is 

longer in larger 

males than in smaller ones. Indeed, 

studies have found that owls with a 

longer ‘ooooooo’ have greater 

breeding success! 

As a bird of deciduous woodland, 

there are many tawny owls to be 

heard around Steep, so as the days 

shorten, listen out for their calls, as 

the young owls leave to begin their 

adult lives and the battle for territory 

begins. 

Mary Shotter 
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  

bubbles@silksfamily.com 

Jonathan Selby 07926 381786/023 9259 3062  jonathanselby4@gmail.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  
Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 
STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm for half an hour; all welcome 
Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                
Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
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