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The picture we have chosen to illustrate this month’s 

feature will be familiar to Harrow customers as it has graced 

the walls of the bar for around three quarters of a century. It 

is by Innes Meo who taught art at Bedales from 1923 to 

1940. It is thought to have been given to the pub in 

settlement of a bar bill. 
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If you thought dominoes was a 

game for the nursery or, for our 

more exotic readers, a Caribbean 

Beach Bar, think again. 

Forty or fifty years ago Tuesday 

night at The Harrow was “Domino 

Night” when half a dozen senior 

citizens met for a couple of Brown 

and Milds and their weekly fix with 

the doms. 

In those days few locals had cars 

and the regulars mostly worked and 

lived within walking distance of the 

pub. They formed a close-knit group, 

many of whom had known each 

other for most of their lives and 

their relationships and rivalries had 

been nurtured over many years. 

Bill Wickham was a lovely gentle 

man, Head Gardner at Elmwood 

where he grew the most beautiful 

orchids. Lennie Newman lived in 

Reservoir Cottages and after a day’s 

work tending the playing fields at 

Churchers he would spend his 

evenings on the Steep ground. Mick 

Triggs worked at Downgate Farm 

and lived in a cottage at the top of 

Kettlebrook path. Henry Goodchild, 

father of the more famous Davie, 

lived at Tankerdale where he was 

the cow man. Cyril Crocker lived in a 

cottage behind the Village Shop but 

did not follow a previous owner who 

wrote poems. Cyril had a little 

motorbike and a red helmet but 

was very thin, and this earned him 

the nickname “Swan Vestas”.  Alfie 

Grimes was employed as a 

linesman on the railway and 

claimed to have access to weed 

killer strong enough to fell a 

telegraph pole (and thus keep 

leaves off the line). Jim Hobbs a 

bricklayer and Jack Oakley vied for 

the crown of being the pub 

‘character’ with Jack shading the 

honour as they sparred with each 

other from either side of the 

fireplace, thanks to his poacher’s 

suit given him by his sister, the 

landlady. 

It is often said that they don’t make 

such characters any more and the 

Domino School would certainly take 

some beating. It would be nice to 

think that on some celestial cloud 

the clatter of the ‘doms’ can still be 

heard when old pals meet on a 

Tuesday night. 

R.W. 

TUESDAY NIGHT AT THE HARROW 
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25 YEARS AGO 

VILLAGE SHOP 

We are concerned on behalf of our village shop. If we do not support it it 

is very likely that we shall lose it. We are seeing how the small traders in 

Petersfield are being squeezed out of the market after the advent of Wait-

rose and the ripples spread out to the villages on the borders. It is a sad 

fact that the arrival of a supermarket in a small town slowly deprives the 

town of all its old valued traders and the country loses something very 

precious in the friendly and personal touch of small enterprises. 

See page 13 of this newsletter. Can we help prevent the same happening to 

Froxfield Stores? Surely their post office should be an attraction with increas-

ing queues in Petersfield’s only post office. 

KNITTING AND STITCHING 

Alexandra Palace  - Five kneelers from Steep Church will be on display 

in the Ecclesiastical Feature of this Exhibition. 

And another, relevant to this newsletter. Se page 15 where Fran Box is fea-

turing her new fully illustrated book about the making of our Steep kneelers. 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copy-

right of Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the 

editor.  

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  davidandjoanna@talktalk.net 

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk or 

Elisabeth Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village website: www.stroudvillage.co.uk    

Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk.stroud@parish.hants.gov.uk
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STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  
Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 2
nd

 September in the 

small meeting room at Steep Village 

Hall.  

STROUD EVENING WI 
10 September - BRONZE SKELETON 

WINNER AT SALT LAKE CITY 2002  

Alex Coomber in Steep Village Hall 

at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Pauline Cook - 263406 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

The next meeting of Stroud Parish 

Council will take place on Tuesday 

the 10th of September 2019 at 

7.30 in the Hall at Langrish School. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
12th September (NB –this is 2nd 

Thursday) My Time as Prison Cleric 

on Robben Island at the time of Nel-

son Mandela (Colin Chambers)  

We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 
Details Susan Kuruber  261351 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 12th September.  Short 

talk by Fran Box about Ashford Cha-

ce Gardens at 2.30pm followed by 

tea on the terrace at No 2 Ashford 

Chace (weather permitting!!). Park-

ing is limited so meet at the Village 

Hall at 2.20pm to car-share. 

Thursday 26th September.  Tea at 

The Old Railway Station, Petworth at 

3.30pm.  Meet at the Village Hall at 

2.50pm to car-share. 

Heather Maybury -  

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
The History Group will start again on 

Tuesday 8th October at  10.00am 

Fran Box - 266284 or  

franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

– FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27TH 

It’s September again, and you know 

what that means, Yes - the event of 

the year at our favourite pub. 

Bake up those cakes, make some 

jams and jellies, and sort out your 

cupboards for the bric-a-brac and 

head to The Harrow Inn, Friday Sep-

tember 27th 10 till 12 am 

Bring your friends and neighbours, 

and lots of money to support the 

wonderful Macmillan foundation in 

your usual brilliant way.  You raised 

an incredible £2,289.00 last year 

which is amazing and getting harder 

and harder to beat, but let’s give it a 

try. 

 DIARY DATES 
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COPY FOR THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Wednesday 18 September 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or davidandjoanna@talktalk.net and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

mailto:davidandjoanna@talktalk.net
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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Revels will still continue to be held 

at the two Farms on alternate years 

whilst the landowners permission is 

given) and to have a focal point for 

such activities. Further discussion 

will take place with the Charity Com-

mission and any other regulatory 

bodies to ensure a seamless transi-

tion to a renamed charity Stroud 

Village Hall and Residents Associa-

tion. 

It is likely this change will take place 

after the charity’s year-end, which is 

September 2019. 

In the meantime, both organisations 

are looking for people who would be 

willing to act either as trustees of 

the new charity or as committee 

members of the various sub-

committees that will be required to 

run the new village hall or help run 

events such as the Revels. In partic-

ular, they would be thrilled to hear 

from anyone who has experience of 

running or managing a community 

space such as a village hall. In the 

first instance please contact David 

McKinney 

(d.mckinney@hotmail.co.uk) or 

Charlie Rogers 

(charlierog00@gmail.com) for fur-

ther information or to express your 

interest. 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

RAMSDEAN ROAD  

DEVELOPMENT 

The works at Ramsdean continue 

apace and the Show Home is now 

open for viewing. For availability and 

other information Cala Homes have 

created a website dedicated to the 

development and it may be found by 

typing this link into your browser: 

https://www.cala.co.uk/homes-for-

sale/thames/elizabeth-meadows 

It is now anticipated that Stroud’s 

new Village Hall will be completed in 

the Spring of 2020, a bit earlier than 

originally scheduled. Please see 

following article for opportunities to 

become involved, or where your par-

ticular skills and expertise might 

help. 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL AND 

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

After some months of discussion, 

and as mentioned at the last SARA 

AGM in January, the trustees of 

Stroud Village Hall (a registered 

charity) and the committee of 

Stroud Area Residents Association 

have agreed that the two organisa-

tions should merge. The main think-

ing behind this is to identify the Vil-

lage Hall as the focus for community 

events in Stroud (don’t worry, the 

mailto:d.mckinney@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:charlierog00@gmail.com
https://www.cala.co.uk/homes-for-sale/thames/elizabeth-meadows
https://www.cala.co.uk/homes-for-sale/thames/elizabeth-meadows
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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STROUD REVELS 2019 

The Revels this year took place at 

New Buildings Farm with the kind 

permission of the Winscom family. A 

deliberately lower key affair than in 

2018 unfortunately also suffered 

from very wet weather in the days 

before which undoubtedly deterred 

a good many people. Nevertheless, 

those who did attend where enter-

tained long into the night by DJ Dave 

Marden, supported ably by Charlie’s 

Bar and catering from Bowtells, Four 

Fillies and Tony (formerly Mexican 

Cantina). 

The committee would like to say a 

big thank you to everyone involved 

on the day and especially those indi-

viduals who helped set up the vil-

lage marquees on the Thursday be-

fore and take them down on the 

Sunday. 

Planning is already underway for 

next year and one particular area 

the committee is looking for help 

with is First Aid cover which, if a 

third-party provider is used costs 

over £300. They already have one 

offer of help and if there was anoth-

er registered first aider who would 

also be willing to volunteer their 

services that would be a great help. 

The proposed date of Revels 2020 

is Saturday 25 July.   

 

STROUD BIG DIG 2019 

In a continuation of Stroud Big Dig 

(2016/2017), Liss Archaeology are 

continuing exploration of the area 

with the focus for 2019 being in 

fields just outside the Stroud Village 

boundary. Test pits and field walking 

here have revealed previously un-

known Romano-British artefacts and 

features. A series of geophysical 

surveys have taken place as well as 

desktop background research in-

cluding Lidar and old aerial photo-

graphs, leading to three weeks of 

digs taking place into early Septem-

ber. Progress may be followed in a 

series of blogs posted on the Liss 

Archaeology website -  https://

www.lissarchaeology.uk/blog. As 

with many such digs, this is taking 

place on private land and any pro-

posed visit to the site will not be 

possible without the prior agree-

ment of the landowner or Liss Ar-

chaeology. 

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL  

Stroud Parish Council held its Annu-

al General Meeting on the 14th of 

May 2019 at which all current coun-

cilors were returned unopposed. 

At the ordinary Parish Council meet-

ing following the AGM Rachel Butlin, 

of Rothercombe Lane, was co-opted 

on to the Council. Rachel’s appoint-

ment brings the Parish Council up to 

full strength. 

 

https://www.lissarchaeology.uk/blog
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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WEBSITE 

Stroud Parish Council would like to 

thank Ray Street, who will be step-

ping down from managing the Coun-

cil’s website, for all his hard work 

over the years. A new website is 

being created by Steep resident 

Robin Hollington, and this will be live 

very soon. For those who don’t have 

access to the internet agendas and 

other notices are placed on the vil-

lage noticeboard at the top of Rams-

dean Road. For all other documents 

please contact the clerk Mrs Liz 

Foulston to request copies. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Stroud Parish Council is to use so-

cial media as another method of 

keeping residents informed of what 

is going on in the parish, such as the 

housing development updates, Vil-

lage litter pick information and 

EHDC bin collection issues to name 

just a few. So please look at our 

feeds and pages on Twitter: 

@Stroudpc(Hants) and Facebook: 

Stroud Parish Council. 

STROUD SPEEDWATCH 

Stroud Speedwatch group has now 

been running for around 5 months 

and since January members have 

carried out 18 one-hour sessions 

checking 7141 cars. 365 violators 

with a speed over 35mph were re-

ported and a highest speed  of 

54mph was recorded in our 30mph 

zone. We are a band of 13 at pre-

sent but really need more volun-

teers to help when they can. If you 

are concerned about speeding 

through the village and would like to 

make a difference please contact 

Carl at carlfoulston@aol.com. 

NEW BUS SHELTER 

The old bus shelter along Winches-

ter Road had to be taken down. Af-

ter viewing many designs a new bus 

shelter has now been installed.  

mailto:carlfoulston@aol.com
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on your way home and try it out? 

The shop is easy to find: up Stoner 

Hill, left at the top, 0.9 miles along 

High Cross Lane, turn left and it’s on 

your left. 13 Dellfield, Froxfield GU32 

1EH. 01730 827778 for enquiries. 

Joanna Farrell 

THE CRICKETERS INN 

I had the best pork crackling the 

other day that I remember eating. 

Yes, Sunday lunch at the Cricketers 

Inn. Things are looking up with new 

manager Robert Hele along with 

chef Neil Scott.  

Food is being served now from 

Wednesdays through to Sunday with 

the hope of light lunches on 

Mondays and Tuesdays. The full 

Sunday lunch with a choice of three 

meat dishes and loads of veg, or 

vegetarian alternative is being 

served between 12.00 and 4.00. It 

is advisable to book as word is 

spreading. 

01730 261035 

https://

www.cricketersinnsteep.co.uk 

Celia Storey 

FROXFIELD STORES AND POST 

OFFICE 

Did you know that just 2.3 miles 

from the Steep crossroads is 

Froxfield Stores and Post Office? It 

is open 7 days a week, from 

7.30am to 6pm on weekdays, 

8.30am to 5.30pm on Saturdays 

and 8.30am to 1pm on Sundays. 

Whenever the shop is open the Post 

Office is open, offering a wide range 

of services including cash 

withdrawals, cheque deposits for 

most major banks, travel money, 

travel insurance (coming soon) as 

well as the postal services you 

would expect. (Unfortunately car tax 

cannot be done at this branch.) 

Parking is easy and there are 

usually no queues. 

While you are there why not buy 

something from the shop?  There 

are local honey, plants in season, 

delicious home-made cakes and 

biscuits as well as frozen ready 

meals from Mrs G, a good range of 

coffee and tea as well as milk, 

bread, dry goods and household 

products. Howard and Charlotte, the 

owners, will greatly appreciate your 

support which helps secure the 

future of the shop, not just as a 

shop but as an important part of the 

social fabric of the village.  When 

you next come to church at Froxfield 

Green or High Cross why not call in 
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 CHURCH NEWS 

LEAVER’S SERVICE 

All Saints’ Church was filled with the 

merry sounds of children 

anticipating the summer holidays at 

the beginning of July. This was the 

Leavers Service for Steep Primary, 

when the whole school and parents 

mark Year 6 moving on to 

secondary school. Two display 

boards were filled with photos of 

school events and these were left 

up in the church so people coming 

to the next services in the month 

could share in these achievements. 

We look forward in September to 

greeting the Reception class, first in 

school and later in the church. 

PROGRESS ON THE 

RENOVATION OF THE ORGAN 

Since June there has been a big 

change to one section of the 

church. The organ has been 

removed to be restored on the Isle 

of Wight. Gerald, our organist has 

provided us with a smaller organ 

and we can now see the space 

behind the organ screen. Come and 

look at the window unexpectedly 

exposed and see what a large area 

of the church is taken up by our 

precious organ. We look forward to 

its return before Christmas. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN 

SAY GOODBYE TO AOIFEAN 

We have been fortunate to have 

Aoifean working with our children 

during Sunday school. He has been 

helping since Suzi Openshaw ran 

our Sunday club. Recently he has 

been the main Sunday School 

constant, always there with a rota of 

parents to assist him. We are 

fortunate to have space to have two 

separate groups of children so 

Aoifean was able to work with the 

younger children whilst parents 

supervised the older ones. Aoifean 

is leaving for university in 

September and we wish him the 

very best as he completes his 

studies. Sunday school will continue 

to run during parish communions in 

term time and any parent willing to 

participate will be very welcome. 

Please contact John Owen in the 

first instance or speak to Naomi 

Anson or Tamsin Strowger for more 

details. 

RIDE AND STRIDE ON 

SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 

We are used to seeing cyclists in 

our parish as the steep terrain 

seems to attract many people on 

bikes. On Saturday 14th September 

there will be even more, and not 
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Petersfield’s churches participate so 

people can visit several churches 

quite easily and help maintain our 

churches too. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
BAPTISM       

Frederick Alexander Austin Blockley 

4 August  

WEDDINGS   

6th July - Bryony Dillamore and  

Canan Elliott 

10 August - Clare Jarmy and Ian 

Douglas                      

31 August - Jennifer Atkinson and 

Thomas Kelham   

FUNERALS      

24 July - Luleen Annette Wanklyn  

20 August - Alice May Brown  

Amanda Greenlee 

 

just in Steep. This is the date of the 

annual Rides and Strides, when 

people travel from church to church 

raising money. The event is 

organised by the Hampshire and 

the Islands Historic Churches Trust. 

Half the sponsorship raised goes to 

this organisation and the other half 

to a church of the travellers 

choosing. You can walk, drive or 

ride between churches and  each 

church will sign the sponsorship 

card. Some churches lay on cake, 

others just welcome visitors with a 

cold drink. More information can be 

had from Amanda Greenlee on 

01730 263008, who has the entry 

forms. Alternatively you can visit the 

website www.hihct.org.uk or email 

rideandstride@hihct.org.uk  All 

The book about the Kneelers of Steep church has 

now been printed and is available to all, price £8. 

Price covers the cost of printing, with a small 

amount going to the church and to Steep History 

Group. It is an A5 sized book, 70 pages long, with 

coloured pictures of every kneeler. There are details 

of the makers and designers of each kneeler and 

how the project came about.  The book also con-

tains background information on Canon Douglas 

Snelgar, who was the chief designer, including his 

WWII secret duties with the Special Boat Squadron.  

Books are available from me. I will have copies with me each time I am  

at church. You can also email: franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk or telephone me:  

01730 266284         Fran Box 

THE KNEELERS OF STEEP CHURCH BOOK 

http://www.hihct.org.uk
mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
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077919 62327 

New home no:  02392-042547 

Mobile (as before): 07908-529318 

New E-Mail  mbicknell@sky.com 

The museum is 
closed until  
late 2020 for  
our £3.7m  
Pathways  
into the Past  
expansion and 
refurbishment project. 
Our walks, talks and education 
programmes continue – find out more 
about these and our Museum Roadshow 
activities via our website: 
www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

mailto:mbicknell@sky.com
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk  

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : Elderly people who need Cheerful and Constructive 

Help to live Happily in their Own Homes. Property Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing Properties. Excellent references available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm; Holy Communion 7pm   

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

   Associate Priest: Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwarden: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

