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 SERENDIPITY  

As the cloud of Covid began to lift I 

encountered a little unexpected ray 

of sunshine in Petersfield town cen-

tre. As I arrived in town to find and 

buy a gift for a friend’s new baby,  

imagine my surprise and delight to 

see, perched on a bush, a little bear 

with the label ‘please give me a 

home’. The bear was brand new, 

expertly knitted and wearing a floral 

dress and carrying a little knapsack. 

Needless to say, this bear is now in 

the arms of a very happy baby who 

will treasure her for years to come.  

But where did this little bear come 

from? After a little research it be-

came clear that many knitted bears, 

rabbits and all manner of creatures 

are being left in and around Peters-

25 YEARS AGO 
“TO JOIN OR NOT TO JOIN” 

 The PCC discussed an invitation from the Vicar  

of Petersfield for Steep and Froxfield to join the  

Petersfield Group of Churches (which includes Buriton 

and Sheet) in what is known as a Group Ministry (this 

is not PACT to which we already belong). It was decid-

ed not to accept the invitation. The feeling was that 

Petersfield is a mainly urban parish while Steep and 

Froxfield are quintessentially rural. 

field and further 

afield, for little 

boys and girls to 

take home and 

love. Pictures of 

all these crea-

tions can be 

found on the 

“Found Woolly Toy” facebook 

group, together with their location. 

The anonymous knitters are com-

mitted to spreading random acts of 

kindness, and this has certainly 

resonated with us and our friend. If 

the knitter is reading this, then we 

send a heartfelt thankyou! Have 

you found one of these little bears? 

Keep a look out next time you are 

out and about.  

Joanna Dobson 

Copyright. The content of the newsletter (excluding the ads) is the copyright of 

Steep PCC, unless otherwise indicated. If in doubt, contact the editor. The 

editorial team takes no responsibility for the accuracy of the information  

provided by contributors and remains neutral in all matters of controversy.  
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STEEP FILM SOCIETY 
The Film Club returned to screen-

ings with the Alec Guinness Festival 

over the three days of the Bank Holi-

day Weekend. Regular fortnightly 

screening startes again on 3 Sep-

tember with minor restrictions. 

• Max audience remains 50 

• Members Only 

• Tickets must be bought in  

advance, no walk ups 

• Masks Optional  

• Bar and Ice Cream open 

3 September the film will be Locked 

Down after the AGM  

17 September - Dream Horse 

1 October - Summerland 

Book tickets in advance - 267784 

or steepfilmsociety.org.uk  

BEDALES 
OLIVIER THEATRE    

Friday 3 September - 19.39-21.00 

Hackney Colliery Band. (£17/£15) 

Thursday 16th September  - 19.00-

20.45. Macbeth. (£16/£14) 

Bookings: bedalesevents.co.uk or 

0333 666 3366  

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL  

Next meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on 

Monday, 6th September in the small 

meeting room at Steep Village Hall.  

clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

WELCOME CLUB  
Thursday 9th September - “Teas 

and Bees” in the Vicarage garden at 

2.30pm. 

Thursday 23rd September - Lunch 

at The Pavilion Tearooms, Stansted 

Garden Centre. Meet at 11.30am at 

Steep Village Hall to car share if 

required. We can only make a book-

ing if we have lunch at 12 noon. 

Heather Maybury -  01730 266855   

hjmaybury@aol.com &  

Judy Thompson - 267362 

STROUD EVENING WI 
Old friends and new gathered to-

gether for a social in August, for the 

first time at the new Village Hall, to 

celebrate meeting in person. We 

enjoyed reminiscing as we looked at 

the scrapbooks and put names to 

faces from a photo of our 25th Anni-

versary in 2008..  

Our AGM is on September 14th and 

we look forward to hearing about 

The Bayeux Tapestry in October. 

Visitors very welcome. 

Stroud Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Enquiries: Angela Snow - 263428 

STROUD AFTERNOON WI   
We meet at 2.15pm at the Physic 

Garden 

Details Susan Kuruber  261351  

 DIARY DATES 
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STEEP HISTORY GROUP 
The History Group will start again in 

October.   

Fran Box - 266284 or  

    franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk  

PETERSFIELD YOUTH THEATRE  

For the Autumn Term we are looking 

forward to holding our very popular 

weekly theatre workshops at the 

Space.  Go to the website for details 

if you would like to join us. 

We are very much hoping to go 

ahead with our Christmas Produc-

tion of Elf the Musical; all infor-

mation will be on our website. 

We look forward to seeing you at 

one of our productions soon.  

Charlotte Godfrey, 

Administration Assistant 

Petersfield Youth Theatre, 

The Space 

2a Heath Road, Petersfield 

www.pyt.org.uk - 01730 266730 

Do you walk, cycle or ride around 

the lanes of Steep? Could you help 

with the 2021 Parish Signage Inven-

tory? We are looking for volunteers 

to note the location and condition of 

our street furniture, and ideally pho-

tograph it too.  

If you could give a couple of hours to 

help please contact Mrs Freddie 

Holmes on Freddie.holmes@steep-

pc.gov.uk 

COPY FOR THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  

not later than midday on Monday 13th September 
To David Dobson at Downgate Cottage, Steep Marsh, GU32 2BE 

Or downgate31@gmail.com  and storeycelia@gmail.com  

FOR STROUD to Jeremy Mitchell at Fairlands, Finchmead Lane, Stroud 

GU32  3PF or mitchjd@btinternet.com - tel 267214  

http://www.pyt.org.uk/
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:celiastorey@aol.com
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR THE   

WEST MEON MUSIC FESTIVAL  

As with so many events this year, 

the West Meon Music Festival has 

been beset by doubts as to whether 

it would be possible to stage a full 

event or – as last year – would covid

-19 regulations mean that plans 

would again need to be scaled back. 

With restrictions now easing, festival 

organisers, the Primrose Piano Quar-

tet, are confident that it will be busi-

ness as usual – or almost. “Last 

year was the festival’s 10th anniver-

sary,” says Susanne Stanzeleit, the 

quartet’s violinist, “but many of our 

planned events had to be cancelled 

due to the limitation on audience 

numbers, so we are delighted to be 

able to hold many of those concerts 

this year. There will be a few differ-

ences though with no paper tickets 

and some socially-distanced seating 

for those who prefer it.” 

Postponed events now taking place 

this year include a recital by exciting 

young guitarist Laura Snowden, 

sponsored by the Southampton 

Classical Guitar Society, which will 

now be held on the morning of Sat-

urday 11th September at All Saints 

Church, East Meon, while 2018 BBC 

Young Musician of the Year finalist, 

cellist Maxim Calver, will be giving 

his delayed recital at the Church of 

Our Lady in Warnford that afternoon. 

The festival opens on Thursday 9th 

September with the Primrose per-

forming two of the most popular pi-

ano quartets in the repertoire – by 

Mozart and Fauré – at St John’s 

Church in West Meon where the fes-

tival is based. 

In all there will be 11 events spread 

through the four-day festival includ-

ing master classes, a family concert, 

and three evening concerts which 

will include a performance of 

Brahms’ Horn Trio with leading UK 

horn player Stephen Stirling and a 

recital by international prize-winning 

pianist Roman Kosyakov. The festi-

val ends on the afternoon of Sunday 

12th September with a concert that 

includes Schumann’s exuberant 

Piano Quintet – regarded as one of 

his finest compositions – when 

members of the Primrose will be 

joined by more musical guests. 

This year the festival also incorpo-

rates “Music for All” a series of free 

concerts thanks to a generous grant 

from the Lottery’s Community Fund, 

which is helping to support the re-

covery of live music missed by so 

many people during the lockdowns. 
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Convert your aga range cooker 

to Electric Power 

• Reduce running costs up to 80% 

• Hobs and ovens controlled  

independently 

• Rapid heat up time from cold 

Hampshire Cookers Conversions 

www.hcconversions.co.uk 

Call Paul on 07730 988361 
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“Music for All” includes Maxim Cal-

ver’s recital, a late night perfor-

mance by the Primrose, the family 

concert and local band, Rehab 

Blues, performing at West Meon’s 

Thomas Lord pub. 

“We know that some people may 

still be nervous about attending pub-

lic events,” adds Stanzeleit, “so alt-

hough we can have normal seating 

again throughout our venues, we 

shall have a section in each which is 

socially-distanced, for any who 

would feel happier with a little more 

WELCOME TO THE DARK SIDE 

COME AND EXPLORE STEEP’S 

NIGHT SKY WITH SDNP DARK SKIES 

OFFICER DAN OAKLEY 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 

Monday 25 October  

6.30PM 

Dan will talk about the importance 

of dark skies in the Park, followed 

by star gazing using Dan’s many 

telescopes to explore the heavens 

above Steep 

For more information please con-

tact Freddie Holmes on Fred-

die.holmes@steep-pc.gov.uk 

separation.” 

Full details of all the festival pro-

grammes can be found on the festi-

val website, 

www.westmeonmusic.co.uk, where 

tickets are on sale from 1st August. 

Tickets are available both on the 

website and via box office. 

For more information about the fes-

tival please contact:  

Susanne Stanzeleit  

westmeonmusic@gmail.com 

LOVE SINGING? 

The choir at Steep church would love 

to hear from you! 

We sing for a Sunday service once a 

fortnight.  

No audition, no requirement to be 

able to read music. 

Occasional singers welcome too - 

plenty of people can only commit to 

a service occasionally. 

Please get in contact with Lucy for 

more information.  

lucywelbourne@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:westmeonmusic@gmail.com
mailto:lucywelbourne@yahoo.co.uk
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077919 62327 
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 FRIENDS OF STEEP CHURCH TRIVIA QUIZ SATURDAY 16th OCTOBER 

2021 AT 7 P.M. 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 
£15 per person to include fish and chip supper 

“V” for Victory 

Your team could be the winner of this handsome trophy which you keep for a 

whole year after the quiz. Attractive raffle prizes also to be won. Win half of 

the ‘heads & tails’ competition. 

By public demand FOSC Trivia Quiz returns! The emphasis is very much on fun. 

There will be 8 tables (the maximum capacity of Steep Village Hall) with 8 people 

on each table, so why not make up a table of your own family and friends? If you 

want to come by yourself or with less than 8 people, then you and your party will 

be allocated a table with like-minded people to share the fun. 

The evening will commence at 7.00 pm with a cash bar available, where you will 

have the opportunity to meet other members of your table. Your first ‘Apprentice’ 

style task will be to decide a name for your team. The quiz will start at 7.30 p.m. 

and there will be 3 rounds of questions. A fish & chip supper will be served at 

8.30 p.m. Play will recommence at 9 p.m. and start off with a game of ‘heads & 

tails’ where you will have the opportunity to win 50% of the stake money. To this 

end please ensure that each participant brings a £1 coin. 

Two further sets of questions will be asked, but with the points values in-

creasing, which is sure to bring about a change of fortunes. A bonus question 

will be applied on a double or quits basis, which has a tendency to further 

alter the end result. Throughout the evening raffle tickets will be on sale for a 

range of attractive prizes, so even if you don’t win the quiz you might win an 

attractive prize. 

BOOKING AND PAYMENT 

By Cheque: Please make your cheque payable to FOSC and send to Felicity 

Telford at 10 Wyndham Mews, Lambert’s Lane, Wyndham Place, Midhurst, 

West Sussex GU29 9EA. 

Online BACs payments: to Sort Code 40-52-40, Account Number 00098699, 

Name of account ‘Friends of Steep Church’ 

Should you have any queries please email Felicity at  

  felicity.telford@yahoo.com or call on 07990 890006.  

mailto:felicity.telford@yahoo.com
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Oil fired boiler specialists 

Servicing, Repairs and Installations 

Central Heating Upgrades 

Fully Insured & Registered with Oftec 

01489 893320  

07920 558046 

info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk 

mailto:info@adeptplumbingservices.co.uk
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CHURCH FLOWERS 

I have helped decorate the church 

with flowers pretty much since I 

moved to Steep, encouraged by Ja-

net Smith’s cheerful and relaxed 

guidance.  My original reason for 

volunteering was that it would ena-

ble me to meet people here who I 

wouldn’t otherwise meet, which of 

course it did.   I am a very irregular 

church goer, like a good many of the 

flower arrangers, but we all get real 

pleasure from being in this lovely 

place and the feeling of contempla-

tion, companionship and peace that 

permeates us as we busy away.   

I tend to grumble about having to do 

the flowers the week beforehand, 

but in fact I am always deeply happy 

during the hour or two of peaceful 

purpose as I put garden flowers and 

hedgerow finds into vases within 

these beautiful walls.  The lovely 

quiet is often interspersed with 

friendly chats as people visit the 

church: I am always - foolishly - sur-

prised at just how visited it is: some 

popping in as they walk past, those 

who visit because of a family con-

nection to the village, sometimes 

dating way back, others who want 

time to think.  Spend a couple of 

hours here and you appreciate how 

much it is used, needed and loved.     

At the big festivals of Christmas and 

Easter, we all get together to deco-

rate, everyone bringing all the green-

ery they can, plus lots of coffee and 

chat.  I’m sure we all sometimes 

wonder if we really have time, but 

there is a relaxed atmosphere, 

laughter and a happy satisfaction to 

be had in these rituals.    

This summer, flower-person-in-chief 

Janet Smith moved away from the 

village with her husband Richard, 

after decades of incredible service 

to the church and parish.  Christmas 

will be different without them and 

we flower arrangers will miss Janet 

 STEEP AND STROUD NEWS 

Janet Smith and Helene Young, 2017 
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longer a need to cap the numbers. 

All are very welcome. No special 

knowledge of history is required, just 

a willingness to listen to some of the 

past stories of the people and places 

in our village. We start with coffee 

and a chat. Lots of interesting re-

search has been done over the past 

eighteen months: tales of a Napole-

onic prisoner of war in Steep, more 

about the little Lutcombe cottage 

that once existed up in the hangers, 

the history of Steep Flower Show, 

Steep Mill, stories of interesting 

characters from the Ifould and Dodd 

families and lots more. Come and 

find out about the social history of 

our village. Annual membership £10, 

or pay £5 per session. Guests £5. 

Newcomers welcome. Get in touch 

to find out more, or to let me know if 

you will be coming.  

Fran Box 01730266284 franbox-

steep@yahoo.co.uk  

enormously, for her friendship, 

cheer, perspective, skills and 

knowledge - and for the gigantic 

buckets of flowers and berried holly 

she always somehow had in her 

garden.  But somehow I am sure we 

will get by.      

If you would like to come and be 

part of this lovely team, please do 

get in contact.  You don’t need any 

special skills or experience, or a 

religious conviction; just an appreci-

ation of flowers and nature, and an 

enjoyment of putting them together 

for others.  It would be particularly 

fab if one or two men felt like join-

ing - the exhibits at Steep Flower 

Show are a testament to the crea-

tive talents here in the village, if any 

were needed.  

Jessica Pocock - 07921 913082  

 jessicapocock@icloud.com 

Selina Garstin - 07880 727244  

Selina@garstinfamily.co.uk 

 

STEEP HISTORY GROUP 

Just giving everyone advance notice 

that Steep History Group is hoping 

to start meeting again from Tues 

12th October at 10am. Thanks to 

the generosity of the Trustees, we 

now hope to meet at Steep Village 

Hall each month. There will be plen-

ty of space for distancing and no 

mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:franboxsteep@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jessicapocock@icloud.com
mailto:Selina@garstinfamily.co.uk
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Steep to Petersfield Bus Service 71 

Enquiries call 01962 846786  

Wednesdays and Fridays at :   Return 

Steep, Bedales School    09:35  Petersfield Tesco      12:27 

Petersfield Hospital   09:42  Petersfield Square    12:30 

Petersfield Railway Station  09:45  Petersfield Railway Station  12:33 

Petersfield Square   09:48  Petersfield Hospital   12:35 

Petersfield Tesco   09.51  Steep, Bedales School 12:42 

See Stroud buses on www.xelabus.info or phone 023 8064 4715  

THE MOBILE VET SERVICE 

Experienced, professional 

and compassionate veterinary care 

in the comfort of your pet’s home 

●  Vaccinations ●  Claw clipping 

●   Blood sampling ●  Prescriptions 

     ●   Blood pressure monitoring 

●   Acupuncture ● End of life care 

01730 266431 

Supported by our RCVS approved 

veterinary surgery in 

Petersfield with 24 

hour emergency cover 

http://www.xelabus.info/
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We received a lot of feedback from 

residents during our consultation 

process.  We are still analysing that 

information, including seeking assis-

tance from outside the trustees.  A 

number of themes arise in addition 

to the obvious question of whether 

the trustees should do a deal with 

Wilson Designer Homes to include 

the rough pastureland as part of the 

dedicated open space for the pro-

posed development on the Steep in 

Need land. 

Finances 

The pandemic has hit the finances 

of the village hall hard.  We lost our 

biggest hirer, the day nursery in Sep-

tember 2020 and there have been 

next to no activities in the hall for 

more than twelve months because 

of Government Covid restrictions.  

As restrictions have been eased hall 

use is on the increase again, but 

crucially a number of our regular 

hirers have not returned.  As a re-

sult, the village hall incurred a trad-

ing loss of £3.5K in 2020/21 and 

we are predicting a loss of approxi-

mately £7.5K in 2021/22.  The 

bank account which has been 

healthy over the last number of 

years now stands at less than £6K.  

The trustees have a small contin-

gency reserve of just over £4K.  In 

addition, the trustees hold units in a 

charity investment fund of just over 

£45K.  

It is therefore vital for the village hall 

to attract new hirers to use our hall 

so that we can continue to invest in 

the hall and the outside facilities. 

Governance 

As readers may know, the members 

of Steep Parish Council are also 

trustees of the Village Hall and it 

has become increasingly obvious 

over the last 18 months that the 

interests of Steep Parish Council 

and those of the Village Hall trus-

tees are not always aligned.  Trus-

tees work hard to keep these roles 

separate, but this is not always 

easy. The Village Hall trustees are 

committed to reviewing the govern-

ance structure and that could include 

looking at an entirely independent 

set of trustees for the Village Hall. 

Deal or no deal? 

Following the election of two new 

parish councillors we now have two 

new trustees.  It is vital they should 

be included in the decision-making 

process.  We will be meeting in early 

autumn to discuss the results of the 

consultation and these will be con-

sidered alongside all the other infor-

mation we have gathered to make a 

decision that is in the best interests 

of the charity. 

VILLAGE HALL CONSULTATION  by Jim MacDonald –  Chair SWMVC 
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TO SEE LOCAL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications  

For local planning authority put in your postcode. 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE ? 

Reliable local help for and with : 

Elderly people who need Cheerful 

and Constructive Help to live Happi-

ly in their Own Homes. Property 

Management ; for weekenders or 

just very busy people Refurbishing 

Properties. Excellent references 

available. 

Call: 01730 269267 or Email: 

phyllbarnes@btconnect.com 

http://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications
mailto:phyllbarnes@btconnect.com
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As a new member and the only ‘non 

Stroud resident’ of the Stroud social 

committee, I had heard a lot of 

things about the infamous annual 

Revels festival, organised by Stroud 

Village Hall and Residents Associa-

tion, and was both excited and anx-

ious to be involved. 

With wheels in motion for the 2020 

festival, I was busily designing my 

posters and coming up with ideas 

for the kids craft areas and contact-

ing food vendors to get them 

booked in…and then the pandemic 

hit and the world stood still. 

Fast forward a year and the commit-

tee were all chomping at the bit to 

get going again – seriously hoping 

we would be able to execute our 

plans this time around and put on a 

heck of a shindig that the residents 

of Stroud areas so desperately 

needed. 

Did we pull it off….I think we did! 

And with bells on. The afternoon 

kicked off with a fun filled gradua-

tion ceremony for the pre-schoolers 

leaving Stroud’s rather popular ‘Old 

Dairy Farm Nursery’ and then the 

festival goers descended upon us. 

Spirits were high as kids ran around 

embracing the freedom, clambering 

on hay bales, getting messy in the 

craft area, hitting heights on the 

Jumping Jacks bouncy castle and 

being wowed by ‘Magic Wanda’ and 

her trickery. It was a joy to watch. 

Adults smiled, chatted, ate good 

food (thank you Matt Atkinson’s Hog 

Roast and The Focaccia Company), 

drank good coffee (thank you Alma 

@ The Conserveatory), enjoyed ice 

creams (thank you Dylan’s) and de-

voured local ales (thank you Charlie 

Rogers). It was the tonic we all need-

ed after such an uncertain year. 

Now, I distinctly remember the com-

mittee meeting we had where Andy 

Snow told us his sheep were now 

‘officially in training’ for the Revels 

racing and I let out a rather embar-

rassing guffaw until I realised…. 

Andy wasn’t joking! This was serious 

stuff….these sheep were being 

prepped (and officially given their 

A FEW WORDS FROM A FIRST TIME REVELLER! 
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Browning Pest Services Ltd 

Mole Problem? - No problem 

Rabbit Problem? - No problem 

Rat/Mouse Problem? - no problem 

We can sort them, plus flies, fleas, 

moths, bedbugs, woodworm wasps 

and many more. 

Contact us on 

07585 896229 

01420 409741  

email 6br.17rem@gmail.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

mailto:6br.17rem@gmail.com


19 

race names) and now we needed to 

go and find sponsorship for 

them….which was surprisingly 

easy…who doesn’t want to sponsor 

a sheep!?! 

I was so excited about the sheep 

racing that I even let my two young 

kids stay up a little late to watch it 

(unheard of in the Wallace house-

hold). It was brilliant. The crowd 

roared…and we picked the winning 

sheep in all 3 races. Worthy of a 

mention I’d say. Well done to Andy, 

Tom and Chris Snow - so much fun 

and an amazing £2000 raised for The 

Oaks Children’s Charity in Froxfield. 

The happy buzz of the festival site 

filled the air and you could tell the 

world was starting to feel a little 

more normal again. Feel-good music 

was provided by The Groove Sur-

geons and singer/songwriter Ellen 

Blane as the sun started to set on 

an absolutely perfect day – even the 

weather played nice for us. 

As I wrapped up my shift on the bar, 

I was exhausted and elated, strolling 

back across the fields of Rother-

combe Farm (thank you to the 

Snows for hosting us) with a smile 

on my face as I earwigged on groups 

of all ages chatting about what an 

awesome festival it had been. And I 

couldn’t agree more….to each and 

everyone one of you involved in or-

ganising this thing – well done and 

thank you! 

Victoria Wallace 

  

STROUD PARISH COUNCIL 

NEWS 

Stroud Parish Council experienced 

the joy of finally meeting in person 

inside the new village hall at their 

July meeting.  

A new speed sensor sign has been 

purchased and will be installed on 

the A272 soon. Additional volun-

teers for Speed Watch are needed; 

especially if we want to begin moni-

toring Ramsdean Rd. Please con-

tact Carl.Foulston@stroud-

pc.gov.uk if you can help.  Recent 

monitoring of the A272 observed 

141 cars over 35mph during 6 hrs 

of sessions.  

This summer the work to remove 

cat’s eyes, install new village entry 

gates, add additional drop kerbs 

and repaint the white lines on the 

A272 is due to be completed. 
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Additional kissing gates have been 

installed in the farm between Rams-

dean Rd and the A3, improving the 

accessibility of our footpaths. 

The next meeting is Tuesday 28th 

Sept at 7:30pm in Stroud Village 

Hall. Councillors will be there from 

7pm if you would like to chat about 

anything before the meeting com-

mences.  

Tom North  

Stroud Parish Councillor 

 

STROUD VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

It has been so rewarding to finally 

see the Village Hall busy with clas-

ses, and our first party last weekend 

was a great success. Lovely to see 

friends and families coming together 

again. 

We are looking forward to the  

next season and planning some 

community events. 

A new date of Sunday 19 September 

has been chosen for the re-arranged 

Stroud Village Hall Open Day. It will 

take place between 12 pm and 5 

pm and is an opportunity to come 

along and see the wonderful facili-

ties we have, meet some of our cur-

rent hirers and chat to the hall trus-

tees and management. Please see 

the website for further details as 

they are announced. 

Also in the planning are a regular 

soup and social starting at the end 

of October, a chance for you to meet 

and chat with new and old friends. 

We are seeking some volunteers to 

help get a mother and toddler group 

up and running. If this is something 

you’d be interested in please drop 

me an email; it would be great to 

have you onboard. 

You can keep up to date with all our 

news and events on our Facebook 

page or via the website 

www.Stroudvillagehall.org. 

For all bookings or enquiries please 

contact Jo at jo-

anne.sweet@stroudvillagehall.org 

Jo Sweet 

STEEP FLOWER SHOW 

We went to press before the show 

but will give a full report of this Cen-

tenary event next month. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND VILLAGE WEBSITE 
If you would like to advertise please contact Ray Street on 892656 or 

email steepweb@hotmail.co.uk. The newsletter generates revenue from 

our advertisers but does not endorse their services . 

Village website: www.steepvillage.com 
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STROUD VILLAGE HALL AND 

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

(SVHARA) 

We are delighted to welcome Stroud 

resident Leah Newland as a new 

SVHARA Trustee, but we do have a need 

for further fresh faces as we plan for the 

future and become busier. 

If you are coming along to the Open 

Day later this month please talk to 

one of the Trustees or, in the mean-

time and to start the ball rolling 

please feel free to contact Joanne 

Sweet, our Hall Manager. 

In particular we are looking to add 

individuals who are able to add fi-

nancial and business oversight skills 

to support Jo in her role.  

Trustee involvement is generally 2 / 

3 hours per month plus one Board 

Meeting (monthly at present). This 

may increase in the run up to and 

during events such as the Stroud 

Revels, but we do have an active 

Social Committee who take the 

main strain there – as you can read 

in the report earlier in this newslet-

ter. 

It is not necessary to be a Stroud 

resident, but we do try to keep our 

Trustees reasonably local. 

Thank you for your interest 

Jeremy Mitchell  

EDWARD THOMAS LITERARY 

FESTIVAL 2021 

This year’s Edward Thomas Literary 

Festival takes place between Mon-

day 27 September and Sunday 3 

October with a mixture of live and 

digital sessions – the majority of 

which will be live and streamed from 

Petersfield Museum. 

We hope there is something for eve-

ryone with an exciting line up of par-

ticipants throughout the week. 

This event is jointly organised by 

Petersfield Museum which hosts the 

Edward Thomas Study Centre and 

the Edward Thomas Fellowship. 

More details about the participants 

and ticket prices will be available on 

the Museum’s website (https://

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/

whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-

festival-2021). There will also be a 

link across from the Fellowship’s 

website (https://edward-thomas-

fellowship.org.uk/the-edward-

thomas-literary-festival/). 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Jeremy Mitchell 

 

STEEP VILLAGE HALL 

Steep Village Hall is slowly returning 

to a semblance of normality, and we 

are now seeing a return to social 

activities and bigger classes.  We are 

https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival-2021
https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival-2021
https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival-2021
https://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/edward-thomas-literary-festival-2021
https://edward-thomas-fellowship.org.uk/the-edward-thomas-literary-festival/
https://edward-thomas-fellowship.org.uk/the-edward-thomas-literary-festival/
https://edward-thomas-fellowship.org.uk/the-edward-thomas-literary-festival/
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very much looking forward to wel-

coming the Film Club, the Welcome 

Club, and the Christadelphians back 

to the hall in the coming weeks.   

However, as many of you will be 

aware, some of our regular hirers 

have left us over the course of the 

pandemic for one reason or another 

and, whilst some of the gaps have 

been filled by village based Reacti-

vate Pilates, there is still plenty of 

availability.  

We’d therefore like to remind you 

what a great venue the Village Hall 

is for social gatherings, meetings, 

and classes and we would love to 

hear from you if you are thinking of 

holding any kind of event.   

As you will know if you have attend-

ed activities at the hall, Steep Vil-

lage Hall is a lovely, large, inviting 

space, and there is currently good 

availability for hire.  During lock-

down the main hall and entrance 

hall were given a fresh coat of paint 

to brighten things up, and we are 

ready to welcome you back.    

If you are interested in finding out 

more about booking the Village Hall, 

please contact me: 

Jeny.hollington@steepvillagehall.org.

uk (01730 267784). 

Jenny Hollington 

PARISH FORUM ON MOTORBIKE 

NOISE AND NUISANCE 

On Friday 25 June I joined the online 

forum set up by County Councillor 

Russell Oppenheimer to discuss 

motorbike noise and nuisance in the 

SDNP. The seriousness of this issue 

was clear from the large number of 

parish councilors from across the 

region who were at the event, many 

of whom spoke up about the impact 

bikes are having in their parishes. 

Russell himself, Damien Hinds MP 

and Donna Jones PCC for Hamp-

shire and Isle of Wight gave presen-

tations on what they are hoping to 

do to deal with the problem, and 

Sam Plumbe from the Facebook 

group CANS (Communities Against 

Noise and Speed) spoke with great 

passion and insight on the demogra-

phy and attitudes of what he de-

fined as ‘Sunday riders’, and the 

likely effectiveness of different 

measures to reduce speed and  

noise. 

There is no single, quick answer to 

this problem. The solution lies in a 

combination of measures to make 

roads in the park, in particular the 

A272 and A31, less attractive to 

problem bikers. Russell, who is now 

Executive Member for Highways 

Operations, is looking at the differ-

ent options for Hampshire High-

ways, including measures such as 

mailto:Jenny.hollington@steepvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:Jenny.hollington@steepvillagehall.org.uk
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signs, lines and coloured surfacing 

and speed limit reminder signs. 

Donna promised an increased num-

ber of spot checks across the Meon 

Valley this summer on speeding, 

and illegal plates and exhausts. She 

was also planning to visit Loomies 

with Andy Tester from Hampshire 

Police, to look at the issue of con-

sistent anti-social behaviour around 

that business. Nick Drew raised the 

issue of BOATS, which act as a mag-

net to bikers, and the difficulties of 

closing them in the face of effective 

challenges by lobby groups such as 

the Trail Riders Federation. Damien 

Hinds promised to speak to Trevor 

Beattie, the new chairman of the 

Park, about the impact of bikes on 

tranquility in the park. 

Perhaps the best hope for the future 

lies in technology. Steve Gosling of 

24 Acoustics wound up the meeting 

with a short discussion on noise 

cameras: the technology is there, 

but the legal and commercial as-

pects need work.  

It was a very useful meeting and 

good to see a start being made on 

tackling a problem that affects many 

Steep residents. As Parish Council-

lor I will keep pushing this issue with 

the powers that be, to keep it at the 

top of their agendas. 

Freddie Holmes 

STEEP PARISH COUNCIL, 5 JULY  

BY-ELECTION FOR PARISH  

COUNCILLORS 

Two new councilors were elected in 

the July by-election. We would like to 

congratulate and welcome Andrew 

Martin, Head of Outdoor Work at 

Bedales, and Charlotte Duthie.  

CODE OF CONDUCT 

Steep PC agreed to be bound by 

EHDC Councillors Code of Conduct, 

which sets out the seven general 

principles of public life. 

FOOTPATHS 

Over the past few months Councillor 

Jenny Martin and her team of volun-

teers have conducted a survey of the 

31 footpaths in Steep Parish, to as-

sess their condition and what needs 

to be done to keep them in repair. 

She is now liaising with the Country-

side Service to prioritise the most 

urgent works.   

NON-COMPLIANCE WITH WORKING 

HOURS AT THE BRICKYARDS 

Cllr Nick Drew has been pursuing 

issues around businesses failing to 

comply with planning permission at 

the Brickyards Industrial Estate in 

Steep Marsh. The original permis-

sion of 2 August 2012 and subse-

quent permissions restrict working 

hours to 07.00 to 19.00 Monday to 

Friday, 07.00 to 13.00 Saturday and 

at no times on Sunday, Public or 

Bank Holidays.  Residents should 
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Located under the Ashford 

Hangers  

Sleeps 6 with 3 

bedrooms, 2 

bathrooms and 

spacious living area. 

Available for short breaks or holidays. 

For more details, please check  

www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk  

or call 01730 268131  

http://www.ashfordfarmturkeys.co.uk/
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raise any complaints with EHDC via 

their website (https://

www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-

compliance-and-enforcement)  and 

then send him the reference num-

ber so he can chase them up with 

EHDC officers. 

Nick.drew@easthants.gov.uk 

 TREE PLANTING 

Would you like to see a tree planted 

somewhere in Steep?  The  Council-

lor Community Grant Scheme is a 

budget of £4500 allocated to each 

District Councillor, of which £1000 

has to be spent on environmental 

projects. Contact Nick Drew for 

more details. 

Nick.drew@easthants.gov.uk 

ROADS AND TRAFFIC 

Some of the road signs in our parish 

are in a poor state of repair.  As a 

first step we are conducting a sur-

vey of all signage and are looking 

for volunteers to help. Please con-

tact Freddie Holmes on Fred-

die.holmes@steep-pc.gov.uk 

On Friday 25 June Freddie Holmes 

joined the new Parish Forum on mo-

torbike noise and nuisance in the 

SDNP. See her report elsewhere in 

the newsletter.  

WORKS ON STEEP COMMON 

HCC are funding some maintenance 

works on the Hangers Way through 

the Common, and we will be apply-

ing for funding for others.  We have 

also successfully applied to EHDC 

for S106 money (funds paid to the 

Local Authority by  a building devel-

oper under an S106 agreement) for 

tree work on the Common. 

Freddie Holmes 

 

PARISH GIVING 

The Church is central to the life of 

Steep, and greatly appreciated by all 

of us, whether a churchgoer or not. 

Would you consider joining the Par-

ish Giving Scheme? This is a form of 

monthly giving and benefits your 

Church and community. Please con-

tact Caroline Robinson 01730 

266364 for further information. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
Newsletter: David Dobson 261344  downgate31@gmail.com   

Police Support Officer:  John Payne   john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

Steep Village website: www.steepvillage.com 

Steep Parish Clerk: Jenny Hollington 267784, clerk@steep-pc.gov.uk 

Stroud Parish Clerk (part time): clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk  or Elisabeth 

Foulston  48 Winchester Road, Stroud, GU32 3PG  

Stroud Village Hall: www.stroudvillagehall.org    

Steep Village Hall: Jenny Hollington 267784 

https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-compliance-and-enforcement
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-compliance-and-enforcement
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-compliance-and-enforcement
mailto:Freddie.holmes@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Freddie.holmes@steep-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Downgate31@gmail.com
mailto:john.payne@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:clerk@stroud-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stroudvillagehall.org/
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SAYING GOODBYE 

Often as high summer approaches 

people move during the summer 

school break. This year was no dif-

ferent as the Yeo family are moving 

to Birmingham. Matt and Ellie pro-

vided the refreshment as we said 

goodbye to them, and Alexis and 

Jocelyn too.  

The congregation contributed to a 

hearty farewell to Richard and Janet 

Smith, also on the move to 

Easebourne. There was a varied 

spread, artichoke dip was spotted 

and enjoyed and we were able to 

spill into the churchyard and remi-

nisce over what the Smiths had 

done for us. 

SERVICES 

Our All Age Services are always a 

treat and one held on 4 July was no 

different. The service was outside 

and the children helped John pack a 

rucksack for a journey. They then 

marched around the churchyard 

whilst John spoke about the Send-

ing out of the Disciples and what we 

need to take as we travel a Christian 

life. 

In August a Lammas Parish Com-

munion was celebrated at High 

Cross. We learnt that Lammas was a 

medieval celebration of the first 

grain crop being harvested and pre-

dates our harvest festivals. The fol-

lowing week in Steep Joanna 

preached on the Bread of Life. We 

are so fortunate with our Ministry 

team with their preaching, that sets 

us thinking as we leave the church. 

CURRENT MEASURES 

There had been much anticipation 

as to how we would worship once 

government restrictions were lifted 

on 19 July in England. Some activi-

ties we associate with our services 

are now permitted but in the Dio-

cese of Portsmouth each church 

was given the freedom to decide for 

themselves how to proceed. 

Throughout the Benefice masks are 

still required when entering the 

church and moving around but can 

be removed when seated. We can 

sing, though the congregation have 

to remain seated and the same still 

goes for communion. Coffee can be 

served inside, so our post-service 

refreshment is not so weather de-

pendent. How wonderful it is to join 

in the hymns and appreciate 

Gerald’s playing even more. No long-

er do we envy the choir alone being 

able to worship in song! 

 CHURCH NEWS 
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RIDES AND STRIDES AND PACT 

PICNIC 

In September there is a busy week-

end planned for the 11th and 12th. 

On the Saturday cyclists and walkers 

will be moving from church to 

church as part of the Rides and 

Strides between 10 and 6pm. Steep 

is a popular destination but has few 

if any participants raising funds for 

historic churches (whilst Froxfield is 

renowned for its active cyclists).  

On the Sunday afternoon PACT is 

holding a Thanksgiving Picnic at 

1pm on the Heath in Petersfield. 

There will be art and craft activities, 

music from the Salvation Army and 

an act of worship at 3.30pm. Bring 

your own picnic but join others to 

mark the easing of the pandemic. 

STEEP DROP IN 

In September look out for the re-

vived Steep Drop In, held on a Friday 

morning from 8.45 to 10.30 inside 

church premises. Enjoy coffee and 

cake and chat after your children 

have been dropped off at school. 

Anyone interested in helping please 

contact John or a church warden. 

The date is still to be decided but we 

look forward to again gathering to-

gether, young and old. 

Amanda Greenlea 

 

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER 

MARRIAGE 

Cornelius Halladay-Garrett to Jose-

phine Jonathan - 26th June 

BAPTISM 

Poppy Florence Blockley - 24th July 

Flora Catherine Bega Jarmy  

Douglas - 2nd August 

Alice Mary Olivia Bench - 15th  

August 

BURIALS 

Jill Thompson-Lewis - 18th June 

John Donnelly - 18th June 

SERVICE OF CELEBRATION OF 

LICENSED LAY MINISTRY 

It was a very happy occasion for Lay 

Readers from all over the Diocese to 

gather at the cathedral. Formerly we 

were licensed to our own Benefice 

and Parish. Now we are permitted to 

officiate throughout the Diocese 

with the invitation of the Incumbent. 

Leading to greater opportunities for 

Readers to support Churches in in-

terregnum, to provide additional 

regular worship and services. Fortu-

nately there are younger people 

coming forward which is very en-

couraging. It is not an easy path to 

follow but after 24 years of commit-

ment to a life of faith I would not 

change my original decision to fol-

low this path. 

Caroline Hilton 
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Vicar: Rev Canon John Owen 264282  revjohnowen@gmail.com    

Associate Priest: Rev Dr Susie Collingridge  susie.collingridge@gmail.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistant: Lindsay Clegg, 827505  lindsay.clegg1@btinternet.com 

Reader: Caroline Hilton 263460     

Churchwardens: Helen Muir-Davies 264039 or mobile 07831 267805 

Bubbles Silk 01730 624632/07751487962  bubbles@silksfamily.com 

Jonathan Selby 07926 381786/023 9259 3062  jonathanselby4@gmail.com  

Church website: http://steepfroxfield.com  

Parish Communion Services are in modern language  

Early Sunday Services are from the Book of Common Prayer 

STEEP - Every Thursday: Silent Prayer 6.30pm, all welcome 

Choir Practice: Saturdays before Parish Communion 9:30 am                

Sunday School: During Parish Communion except during school holidays 

mailto:revjohnowen@gmail.com
mailto:susie.collingridge@gmail.com
mailto:bubbles@silksfamily.com
mailto:jonathanselby4@gmail.com
http://steepfroxfield.com/

